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1782. 



LETTER XXX. 

TO LADY H. BfOPE. 

January II9 17S3« 

I RBCBIVB0 my dear Daughter's note with the 
hidosed^ and would sooner have acknowledged 
it, bat have hardly been able tiU this day. I had 
much bodily indisposition whw at B — --<*n, and 
have suffered much more since ; yet in spite of 
both I had no cause to regret my being tb^re; 
having had a remarkable display of the goodpess 
of my God, and such a striking proof of his being 
the hearer of prayer, as led me in my way home, 
though unwell, to magnify the Lord, and to rejoice 
in him as the God of my salvation : and though^ 
since, 1 have been partly confined t^ bed, and 
brought low in body by pain and sickness, yet 
a sweet savour of it remains on my tiiind. In 
the night seasons the Lord made his word the 
fbod df my soul ; sleeping and waking it fitted 
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*J. THB LIFB OF 

my mind; and to-day, tbrougk mere}', my pain 
is much abated, and I feel much disposed to 
abide in prayer for myself and friends. The Lord 
appeared willing to grant all I asked. O the 
depth of Divine love ! Surely if I was not to 
praise the Lord, the very stones of the field might 
cry out against me. I feel weak and helpless in 
myself, but see'an ocean of love and goodness in 
God and in Christ, to which I am welcome to 
have constant recourse, and out of that fulness 
to receive by faith all I staled in need of* O for 
power to improve to. the utmost the rich privileges 
to which, as believers, we are entitled. And, O 
for power to live more to God ! I seem as a mere 
dwarf in religion, swimming upon the surface 
instead of sinking into all! the depths of humble 
love, and rising up to all the life of God. May 
the Lord make us all more in earnest ! I write 
freely, knowing that neither matter nor motive 
will be mistaken. May you, and our friend, 
experience a retoarkable increase of every grace 
of the Holy Spirit, prays 

Your affectionate parent in Jesus, D. M. 

LETTER XXXL 



■ ') ' ■ TO LADY H. HOPE. . 

\- 

Saughton Hall^ ' 
Fridatf Afternoon^ Jan. 25^ 1782. 

As it was late before your sen^ant called, I did 
not like to detain him, and therefore sent only a 
verbal return to your kind inquiries. I write 
now, hoping you will get this to-morrow. 



DARCY^ LADT MAXWSLL. 3 

I am sorry yoa.Bhould be alone^ and that I am 
oonfined at home^ indeed mostly to my chamber. 
I am^ through mercy, much better, but «H11 feel 
a soreness in my throat, and have a small degree 
of cough; and the weather, at present, is so 
severe, that, without some care, I am afraid of 
longer confinement. 

I cannot think of your going abroad in this 
stormy weather : do not risk coming here till it 
is milder. The Lorcl, I trust, will be with you, 
and supply your every want. May you have 
sweet access to a throne of grace through the 
blood of sprinkling ; a power to roll your every 
burthen upon the Lord, and find him so sus- 
taining you as to prevent your being moved; 
then your hours will pass sweetly on. May Jesus 
converse with you ; and, as the Prince of lAfe^ 
increase your Ufe ; and, as the Prince of Peace, 
cause your peace to flow as a river. O what 
blessings are you entitled to, through your union 
witti him ! . Peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Ghost, increase of grace, perseverance therein 
unto the end ! These are a few of them, but who 
can tell them all ! And, in eternity, when pain, 
and sorrow, and sin are done away, what glorious 
things await you ! O dwell on these things, that 
the high praises of your God may continually be 
in your mouth, and his love in your heart ; then 
will your every moment be devoted to hitn. 

He, in tender love, often tries you with pains 
and ^ weakness j but the rod is gentle. He means 
you to come more purified out of every furnace, 
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aod as the 1>iiniing hmh, to flcnunsfa nnoonsitmed 
in fire. I am glad you ave b^ter both io bo^ 
and minri. Be strongs and the Lord will atr^iigth 
affonL JPeor-ia your beaettuig weakneii i atiwe 
against it ; it is veiy hurtfiil to the soul. When 
lowy and tempted to distmst, O fly thmg^ cloBe to 
Jeaus^ and he will cover you from your fde%^ and 
keep yoii as in the hollow of. his himdl His 
tenderness and kindness to his people is more 
than we can^eonceive. . O, Jesus^ what ia thy louse 
possess we not! Cast all your cares upon him ; 
spread all your wants before him ; and he will 
guide and comfort you here^ and fix yon at last in 
never^nding joys^ unspeakable and full of glpxy. 
I hope LadyG. will not be long from you^ 
nor sufier by her labour of love to the old man. 
Mliy the Lord give him his soul for a prey ! May 
we improve to the utmost the yeurs^ months^ 
ttf days^ that shall yet be allowed U9> wd at last 
have an abundant entrance ounistered unto us 
i^to the everlasting kingdom of our. God and 
Saviour. Till then ( remaiuj 
- My dc^ daughter's a&ctionate parent in the 
}4ord> ^ E>. M. 

LETTER XXXIL 

TO LADyU. hope. 

March 16, 1782. 

From my feeling^^ both asleep and ^wake^ for 

some tio^e past> I suspected tpy dear daughter 

was not wellj either ip body or mind^ or both ; 

and her letter of yesterday confirms my suspicions. 
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WlM h mercy that all our trials^ in soul and 
body, are under the direction of a God of love» 
the Father of our beloved Saviour, in whom we 
are, through abounding mercy, accepted. We 
have reason^ then, to trust all shall be oyer-ruled 
for our good; however, in the mean time, pain- 
ful ; if we are not giving way to any thing con* 
tray to the word and will of God. We cannot 
cleave too closely to Qiristt, nor believe too firmly 
upon him^ nor expect too much from him. ^^ If 
0ur heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God.'' Bat the prevalence of temptation, 
as well as ^n, . will weaken this confidence ; and 
it is highly needful, for our own peace, to advert 
to this circumstance. They err greatly^ who make 
either duties, or frames, the foundation of their 
acceptance wUh God: yet tiie fotv^r is indis- 
pepsaidy necessuy, and the latter^ very desha- 
-ble — ^is our privilege, and is alsp evidential of a 
thriving soul. Many of the children of God sink 
into a careless and supine spirit by. paying. too 
little regard to their frames, when, perhaps,' they 
only desire to be preserved from building upon 
them : hereby satan lays a snare for ihem, which 
they fall into unawares. But from this my dear 
daughter, I trust, .will be saved, and from every 
other snare of the enemy, and thus be kept by the 
power of God, through faith, unto full salvation. 
Nervous complaints much depress the mind. 

I had intended to be out at this time, but & 
new cold, and the severity of the weather, have 
made op^ unwUlipgly give up the thoughts p( it ; 
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b TttB LIVE OF 

from your situation I should be doubtful whether 
it be proper for you either ; this is a very trying 
month. May the Lord direct you ! and whether 
at home or abroad^ may he enliven and refresh 
you with the stpiles of his reconciled countenance. 
I have hopes that the Lord has heard my re^ 
peated cries to him. for a proper teacher, Wheii 
I have more time and healthy will give you par- 
ticulars. Fear not, all will be .well. So hopes, 
so believes, so prays, my dear daughter^ 
Your ever affectionate parent in the Lord, D.M. 



LETTER XXXIII. 



TO LADY H. HOPE, 

March 29, 1782. 

My last was sealed and sent to town before 
your servant called. I see by your short letter 
that you are in heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations. As to your apprehensions about Lady G, 
I believe it is a device of satan' to distress you, 
and think you should strive against it.^ But as 
nothing happens to the children of God, whether 
' joyous or grievous, but from which he means they * 
should reap benefit ; it might turn out to your 
spiritual advantage if you would carry it frequently 
to the Lord, and endeavom* to plead earnestly that 
the end he has in view, by permitting it, may 

* A fear that her fripnd was about to be removed by death. 

2 



\i^fuUy answered. This might be the means of 
yoar obtaining entire victory, if it be a temp- 
tation : and supposing the worst, still this is the 
best way to get the mind comforted, fortified, 
and sweetly reconciled to the Divine will. O 
what cannot the power of grace effect in the 
human heart ? It can make ns even rgcice to 
give up our Isaacs, when called to it. Believe 
this firmly, and then you will so trust in the 
Lord as not to be afraid of evil tidings; your 
heart will be fixed. We should be much aware of 
anticipating evil, it is fraught with many hurtfuL 
consequences ; it embitters pr^ent enjoyments ; 
it'weakens faith, love, trust; it grieves the Holy 
Spirit, nourishes unbelief, and leads to discon- 
tent. Do you not remember how strongly you 
were tempted, some years ago, to believe your 
own death was at hand : the impression, you said, 
was strong, but you saw afterwards that it was 
only temptation. If we have a friend that we 
can trust, it is of great use to mention our temp- 
tations ; this is often, by the blessing of the Lord, 
made the meana of breaking their power. I know 
this by experience. May you prove it so at pre- 
sent! Your affectionate parent, D. M. 



The following Extracts fi-bm the Diauy will 
enable the reader to form a proper estimate of 
the state of her Ladyship's mind and heart. at 
the close of this year. 

^^ September 25. In the course of these last two 
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weeks I have fdt variously. I have, at ^iiesj 
had seasons of refnashiog ; sweet proofs thatlSod 
Is the hearer of prayer. I have had strong desires 
after entire devotedness of heart and life to God ; 
have been drawn out to plead for the full aocom-- 
plishment of the promises in qay own soni, With 
much longing for tibat happy time ; and have 
waited for it with a degree of fainting^ because 
so long deferred. I have thought, Burdy the 
promises of a faithful God cannot &ii ; . yet, 
wherefore is it so long before he appears in my 
behalf. I have feared lest I had any sinful hand 
in it^ and have been grieved, because I seem to 
live to so little purpose ; doing so little for God, 
for others, or for myself. I have hoped that 
every returning day would have made a hajfqpy^ 
change. I have l>een happy when any oppoi^tunity^ 
was put in my power of dding^>od, imd ta*' 
joiced as one that found great sppil : though ^ven 
herein, upon a strict scrutiny, I have been very 
unfaithful. In short, I am a mystety to myself; 
and were it not that I have (^e express promise 
of a faithful God, on which to depend for a great 
increase in my own soul, and for an eniarg^ 
sphere of usefulness^ I should almost despidr of 
things being better with me than they are at 
present. But surely the heavens and the earth 
shall sooner fell, than one word that he hath 
spoken fall to the ground. Lord, I believe, help 
thou my unbelief. 

October 11. Still I have much cause to si^^ 
*^ my leanness, my leanness*'' Yet, i must also 
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$8y, I bav€fmvieh catMie to record the lovuig-ktnd-^ 
ness of tbe Lord. Since my last date^ my visito 
froto oo bigb bave been more frequent.. I have 
Mt more sweetneas flowing frdm a sense of the* 
prejrenee of Cbri«^^ who has been very near and 
preckraa. O^ were he always thus with me^ my 
heaven^ in one sense^ would be conqplete 1 He i» 
my all in all. The Lord has greatly enlacged 
my sphere of usefulness in a way I did not expect ; 
and at first I felt a degree of reluctance^ fearing 
my unfaithfalnes» : but I am now sweetly recon- 
ciled to it^ add have cause to praise the Lord^ 
who kaH strengthened me to do whi^ he called 
me Cdj and what I feared. O for a grateful heart t 
He gives me also to feel, , in the present case> 
that the way of duty is tbe way not only of 
safety^ but of comfort and strength. He does all 
<thingsi wdl. He has laid his hand gently upoii 
my body, and again removed the rod, and dis>r . 
appoin^ted my fears. He has also refreshed my 
spirits by good accounts* from afar i from a very 
particular friend, who, I hope, has been bis mouth 
to me. Lord, thou Icnowest I would not willingly 
mistake the way in which thou wouldst have me 
to walk. I look to thee to confirm this matter 
to m^ that I may rest assured I am doing what 
is well pleasing to thee. I have this day, (Friday) 
as usual,, renewed my engagements to be the 
Lord's ; though, not with all that life and joy I 
um at, yet with more sweetness than usual. I 
fed strong desires to live up to them, to the very 
Irtmostj. aikd this for the sake of others^ as 
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10 THE- UF* OF 

well as myself. Lord, do thou enable me to be 
faithfill. 

25. Still, because my God is good, I 

experience, in a measure, bis loving-kindnesi^ 

^ In the course of these two weeks he has been 
gracious to me in various ways : he has carried 
me through trials; strengthened me for doing 
and suffering his will ; made me feel more profit 
and coinfort from the word preached than for 
some time before ; given me to experience more 
emptiness in the creature than usual i and also 
made me willing it should be so, if he saw meet ; 
provided I might enjoy a proportionable sweet- 
ness in himself. He has strengthened my body 
to undergo more fatigue than usual, without 
being hurt by it. He has made me also to feel 
how good it is for me to make all my wants 
known to him by prayer ; with all my hopes, 
fears, and desires ; for I k^ep nothing from iny 
God. He more and more leads me in this way, 
and I praise him for it. O the privilege of prayer ! 
He also tenderly warns me when danger is near, 
^nd causes me to cry to hims'felf. 

November 9. I again take up my pen to testify 
of the goodness of my God. Since my last date 
be has given refreshing seasons ; sometimes ii^ 
public, sometimes in secret, and sensibly assisted 

. me in family duties. He has permitted me to be 
brought into many difficulties, in order to shew 
his power in supporting me under them, and his 
goodness in delivering me from them. I have 
jnct with most unexpected trials within tb6sc two 



BARCYi LAPy MAXWEIX. 11 

^veeks^ and have been driven^ in some measure, 
into extremity I but this hath been the Lord's 
opportui^ity. I cried unto him, and he kept my 
mind staid on himself. In the midst of various 
trials he has made me sit calm on tupault's vtrheel. 
From the comfort I felt^ I doubted trials were at 
band : it proved so, but I also proved the Lord a 
strong hold in the day of trouble. Nature felt 
and sitfferedj but grace sustained the conflict. He 
gave me to feel composure^ serenity, and comfort 
in his house of prayer. O that it may be a pre- 
lude to greater enjoyments ! But he makes me 
moire and more sensible I am nothing, and have 
nothing, but what he bestows ; and this keeps 
me dependant upon himself, for which I praise 
him. He also still shews tne what I lack, but 
surrounds me with promises for all I can stand 
in need of. I will extol thee, O God, my Kin^, 
for ever and ever : while. I have a being I will 
praise my God. 

: 21. Gardiner's Hall. I left Satighton 

Hall the 14th, a place where the Lord permitted 
tne to be tried with great and sore inward con- 
flicts, but outof which he also, in a great mei^surc, 
delivered me ; a place wherein he gave me, in 
much mercy, to kno^v him, times without number, 
as a God that heareth prayer, both for myself 
aQd others. He also afforded frtquient opportu- 
nities of attempting to do good to others, by 
having the gospel preached in. ray house; by the 
distribution of religions tracts among the people, 
and by conversing with many individuals upon the 
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concerns of their fanmortel souls. However feefble 
the attempts^ if the Lord give bis blessings they 
shall not be in rain. Saughton Hall was a plaec^ 
to which I was much attached ; but when the 
'liord called me to leave it, he enabled me cheer* 
fnlly to giro it np, and perhaps I may see mora 
clearly afterwards his reasons for calling me out 
of it :. at present, I am satisfied with my sitna- 
tion< His presence constitutes my heaven in 
every place. May he enable me to love him 
more, and serve him better in this place, than 
ever I have yet done. Then I shall indeed hav6 
reason to praise him for the change. I have much 
cause to bless him for earring me through much 
hurry, fatigue, and a variety of scenes, without 
suffering by it ; and for giving me, since I came 
here, health of body, intercourse with his people^ 
the privilege of repeatedly entering his house of 
prayer, and also some opportunities of acting lor 
him^ though my spiritual comforts have not been 
so great. 

December 19, Friday, Words fail to express 
<my obligations to the Lord. Since Wednesday, 
, kust week, I have had gracious seasons, both when 
alone and when with others. When Jesus smiles, 
jmy heaven is begun ; and of htte be has been 
present and precious. He is the sacred sourcef 
from whence spring my chiefest joys. I long to 
proveiiis atmost salvation, Mid falness of love ; 
to be lost in that ocean of love, tiiat neither 
Vhows bottom nor shore. 

-— — 22. This also has been a precious* day; 



My fellowship ba^ been wrth the FVither aod the 
Sod from morning to night. I have felt wrap^ 
up in Jesus, and proved him such a source of 
calm repose as I camiot easily express. Ho\ir 
poor and trifling does alt created good appear, 
when tfras highly favoured of God. He ift meroy 
keeps me keenly sensible of my weakness, while 
be lets me feel where my strength lies, and 
makes me aware of my danger. As it respects 
spiriiuat pride, "my soul trembles at the thought, 
rily to the feet of Jesus, and there I am safe. 
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January 3. My God has seen meet to condact 
me to the beginning of a new year, and with an 
unusual measure of bodily health. I was enabled 
to wait upon him in public very late on the last 
night of the last year, and early on the first day 
of this ; neither of which I had been privil^ed 
to do for many years. A painful languor has 
rested on my mind for some little time. I have 
nfo condemnation^ but experience a keen convic- 
tion of my want of more spiritual life, t see and 
i^l the necessity of drawing near to GocL indeed 
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he has so moulded my spirit, that if I do not 
enjoy comfort in him, I cannot find it in any 
thing else. Long since he iticlined me to flee 
from the world lest I should be hurt by it, and 
also because I had no relish for it ; so that I am 
thankful to say, I have no proper source of com- 
fort but in himself. When, therefore, I feel at a 
distance from him, I am all an aching void, and 
am entirely out of my element. I also grieve 
from day to day that my sphere of usefulness 
remains so contracted. My desires to act for 
God are constat and vigorous ; and his .promises ^ 
for this are many and extensive ; but " hope 
deferred ' maketh the heart sick." The aspect 
of Providence has long in this respect appeared 
to oppose my wishes and expectations, hence 
arises my grief : but I would chide my unbelief. 
Surely the promises of a faithful God shall not, 
cannot fail. Upon a review of the last year, I 
perceive this has been my complaint during the 
whole of it ; yet I trust I have been kept thirsting 
after all the life of God, and for the full accom-r 
plishment of all the precious promises hehasgivQn. 
in my behalf. Ha^sten, Lord, the happy time« 

22. I have lately been favoured with a 

more ardent spirit of prayer than almost ever 
formerly : my whole soul seemed to struggle into 
God, and to pant "keenly after the fulLaccom.-. 
plishnient'of the promises. I was in great hopes 
that the time to favour me was come; for I felt 
as though I could not live at such a distance from 
Cod, was, made astonished and ashamed at fny 
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past unfaithfulness and unprofitableness^ atid * 
amazed thac the Lord had borne with n^e so long^ 
For some days past this keen edge has l>een 
blunted^ and is succeeded by'a degree of languor. 
My constant desire is, for the full enjoyment 
of the blessing of sanctification ; and I would 
always be at a throne of grace : but when there, 
I do not enjoy that spirit of fervent supplication 
as lately ; nay, all my kindling ardours die away, 
and I remain uneasy and restless. O to enter 
into a permanent rest, where all is light, life, and 
power! O to be all praise, all love, and all 
activity ! My desires' after more extensive use- 
fulness continue, and recently the Lord favoured 
me with new opportunities, and afforded me 
power to embrace then>. I feel the. will of my 
God to be precious, and desire in all things to 
be conformed to it. 

February 14. I have bad a small revival, but 
it does not provelasting. On Monday evening 
my heart was softened, my mind serene, and a 
degree of sweetness was diffused throughout my 
soul. The following day, this incjeased,; and 
the Lord shewed me clearly the state of my soul, 
and convinced me that part of my suSi^ring had 
arisen from a partial ignorance respecting it. 
While I painfully thought the work of grace wa§ 
at a stand, the Lord was in fact carrying it o]r>, 
thoTigh not in that joyous way I wished f but by 
giving me a general and constant view of the 
shortness of time, and the infinite viah^e .of eter- 
nity, thereby making all ear^tbly and • trausiQn^ 
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thinga appear very poor and little indeed. Thi« 
is an important lesson. O tbat I may le»m it 
fully ! tlien all other things will be easily set right. 

-*-— 29. Still I have eaose to complain ; still 
I am for from possessing that degree of spiritual 
life, which I Icnow to be my privilege. Since 
my last I have enjoyed tastes t>f the goodness of 
God, but they were too short to satisfy. I have 
felt a sensible increase of hungering after the 
Whole image of God ; the want of a fall poases- 
sion of this, has pained my inmost soul : but 1 
i^m agiGlin in a measure sinkitig from this ardour, 
and it is^ succeeded by a degreie of languor which 
alarms me. When shall I be all I wish t Secret 
pray^ is the means from which I derive the 
greatest benefit at present. I do indeed prove 
this to be a special privilege : I could not liver 
without it, though I do not always find comfort 
in ft. I stiH ardently desire an enlarged sphere 
of ^efulness, and find it comfortable to embrace 
the opportunities afforded me, though ala$ i I 
am not so faithful herein a» I ought to be. O 
what great things hath God promised and pre- 
pared for his children even here F Why should I 
come so &r short ? 

Mareh 12. I woukt with gratitude acknow* 
kdge the goodness of my God,^ who, for fhe two 
last weeks, has given me more reason, than for 
some time, to concttfde that be is carrying on 
his work in my soul, and with much freedomi 
from painful temptation and inward' conflicts* 
He ba8> with the return of i^ring, given me s 



DARCT^ LA9V MMXWEiX. 17 

liresh spring of heaveuly affections ; sWeeiXj allur^ 
ing me to himself^ and constraiiiiiig me to yield 
up all the affectionate powers of my heart to him, 
with whom true joys abound. There I would 
centre all my happiness ; from that sacred source 
I would draw all my consolation. I have been 
favoured with the sweet and sensible presence of 
my God^ especially this last week^ both in pnblic 
and private, but particulaiiy in secret prayer. In 
the house of God, my views of a happy eternity 
have be^i truly delightful. For about two hours 
last week, I felt most keenly, from a fear that I 
had grieved the Spirit of God ; but the Lord in 
mercy removed my distress, and comforted me. 
He shews me that my works are not perfect; 
clearly sets before me how much more closely I 
may *^alk with him: how much more glory I 
may &ii^ to hind;: and if I can judge of the feel- 
ings of iny heart, I should cssteem it my richest 
privilege to give him each precious moment as it 
flies, and to prove the utmost power of trans- 
forming grace. 

■ 14. Still my God is good. La^t night,^ 
in the chapel; it was indeed a time of love. God. 
the Father, and Son, drew near ; surrounded me 
with their peaceful presence, and filled my soul,— 
not with rapturous joy, but with a silent heaven 
of love. The Divine attraction Celt so strong, 
that, like the concentrated rays of the sun, my 
every power and Csculty seemed united and fixed 
on God. I felt sweetly ^king into him, and 
enjoyed most delightfuJ and extensive view;s of 
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holiDess. I experience to-day^ as one blessed 
effect of this heavenly visitation^ an increasing 
power to take up my cross^ to deny myself, and 
to follow the Lord. 

26. This morning, while I was convers- 
ing with some persons that love God, Jesas drew 
near, and filled my soul with sweet surprise. 
When he is nigh, sorrow and care fly far away. 
Throughout the day, he at different times ap- 
peared to the eye of my faith as altogether lovely ; 
yet my enemies pushed hard at me, and one 
temptation for some time prevailed. But, O, 
with what desire did I breathe after pure and 
perfect love ; that Jesus might more fully possess 
my heart, and felt willing to part with all foi' this. 
For some time, my hungering and thirsting after 
entire devotedness to God, have been abundantly 
increased : yet I have also felt depressed with a 
sense of my unprofitableness. O that the Lord 
would enlarge my sphere of usefulness. I long^ 
to be active for God, and useful to my fellow- 
creatures. I have the promise of, a faithful God 
for this ; but the time seems long delayed. O 
that now he would do as he bath spoken. 

May 23. Coates. Having obtained help of 
God, I continue to this day, witnessing that he is 
good. Since my last date, I have had severe 
and unexpected trials, but the Lord has brought 
me through. O that I could add, with gloiy to 
his Name, and with profit tu my own soul : but 
alas ! herein I am still defective. I have also 
enjoyed niany mercies. . O that I could say, they 
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produced all that warmth' of gratitude they were 
calculated to do ; but herein also I greatly fail. 
In very many respects I am a wonder to myself. 
When will my complainings cease ? I am weary 
of them. When shall I be all love and all praise ? 
The Lord brought me to this place on the 16th 
instant, through many difficulties : it has been 
mostly a season of trial ever since, yet mingled 
with many mercies. At Gardener's house; from 
whence I came, I had much cause to speak of 
the goodness of the Lord ; and here also I expect 
his tender mercies will follow me. O that I may 
be endued with power to glorify Afw, however it 
may fare with me. - 

June 6. Since my last date, the Lord ha» 
appeared remarkably in my l^ehalf, aud has 
wrought out for me a great temporal deliverance. 
His goodness astonished me^ and his faithfulness, 
which shone conspicuously in this affair, confirms 
my trust in him for future mercies : but yet this 
liveli/ sense of his kindness does not prove so 
lasting as it ought. O I much need more grace ! 
Par some weeks past, I have been harassed with 
worldly matters, which have occupied much of 
my time, and I fear injured my mind ; at least, 
damped my spiritual ardour. I hope the bustle 
is now nearly over. O that I may, a thousand 
times more than ever, centre in God; feel calm 
repose in the bosom and blood of Jesus, and be 
all for Jkhovah. 

13. My soul is made very desirous of an 

enlarge sphere of action for God : the language 
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of my heart is^ what shaU I do far God f I 
have cried to him repeatedly^ that he would put 
some work m* my hand^ and I think he has 
pointed out one or two ways wherein I may be 
of some use to his cause and people. He has 
given me strong convictions^ since I came here^ 
of tbe shortness and uncertainty of time — of the 
onsatisfactory nature of all sublunary good — of 
tbe great propriety of using all for him — and of 
my doing as much as possible during my short 
life for his cause. May his grace enable me to 
i^duoe these lessons to practice: may I enjoy 
more of his love in my heart. He has in mercy 
lately warned me of danger^ where I was not 
suspecting any; and stimulated me to cry to him, 
to be preserved from whatever would grieve his 
^pirit^ or in the least injure my own soul/' 



While Lady Maxwell was thus intensely de- 
Mring an enlarged sphere of usefulness for herself,, 
she continued to- stimulate her friends to go for- 
ward with their works of faith and labouife of 
love. The following letters must not be omitted. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

CoateSj June 19, 1783^ 

I had both my dear daughter's letters^ and 
would have answered the first sooner^ but have 
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bad pei^Ie staying in my house for some days^ 
to whom I gave a good ded of my time, fondly 
hoping it might be of some use to them. Besides^ 
Uiaye not been so . well for the last two weeks^ 
and^ on Sunday, was only out about two hours 
to the West Church, which was a time of re- 
freshing. Mr. Jones and Mr. Groves were no 
smaU addition } both seemed alive, and in general 
it appeared to be a good time. I hope Mr. G^» 
wilt be of use at Edinburgh, multitudes attend 
his preaching. He was with me yesterday, when 
we had some profitable conversation. O that th€ 
Loid would give a fcesh commission to many 
of hh ministering servants, that his word may 
run and have free course, that multitudes may 
fall down under the power 6fit, and our God be 
glorified, from the rising to the setting sun. How 
desirable is it to be in any way instrumental in pro- 
moting this great work. Time is flying, men are 
dying, and eternity hastens on. This is not our 
rest,^ we must not expect it here ; let ots then be 
wiUibg to embrace every inconveniency the Lord 
may see meet to lay in our way ; let us live as 
pHgrims, hastenii^ heme to our glorious rest, 
and endeavouring: to take as many with us as we 
can. We have hitherto lived at a poor dying rate, 
much Beneath our privil^es; let the time. past 
more than suffice ; let us now arise and lay aside 
every weight, look continually to Jesus, and live 
by faith upon him, and we sball.find wonders done 
in his holy Name, both for ourselves and others. 
I am glad Lady O— < is getting better ; I hope 
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the Lord has much to do for ber^ and with her^ 
before she takes possession of that inheritance 
that fadeth not away. With my love, tell her, 
I bad all her letters, and lost no time in doing 
what she wished me; but the person she men- 
tioned was gone out of town, not to return till 
this night, when I hope to give him the infor-: 
tnation she desired ; and on Monday, I hope to 
be able to give her some account of the matter* 
Mrs.N — is much as usual, rather stirred up by 
Mr. G — . Scarlet fevers are prevailing in towTi, 
and a putrid one at Dunbar ; but when, will the 
inhabitants learn righteousness. 

I wish I could provide you witha proper maid, 
but it is a difficult matter^ you have my prayers 
for it, and if I hear of one> will let you know. 
Frayet can procure all things that is for our good. 
Q what cause of thankfulness is it, that we have a 
gracious God to go to on all occasions. Use and 
enjoy this privilege, and you can never be miser- 
able. You want more faith^ cry mightily for it, 
and'stir up the gift of God that is in you^ and let 
not the power of temptation obscure that comfort- 
able light it is the will of God you should walk in, 
or weaken that strength of which you are possessed 
in virtue of j'X>ur union with the Lord of life and 
gloiy. May the Lord set you free, and keep you 
so, and enable you more than ever to spend 
and be spent in his cause. So prays, my dear 
daughter, your affectionate parent, D. M, ^ 
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, LETTER XXXV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coatesj July 8, 1783. 

How is my dear daughter since she arrived 
at MofFot ? May I hope better both in body and 
mind ? It is surely a great evil to think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought to think ; but 
I judge it is also a loss not to forni ajiist estimate 
of ourselves. It is the opinion of one of our 
English Poets, that the part we act in life bears 
an exact proportion to the judgment we form of 
ourselves ; that we never shall attempt any thing 
greal^ either for- God or man, if we think very 
-meanly of ourselves. This sentiment, though it 
came from the pen of a man that I believe had 
no religion, yet properly qualified, it is truth. In 
ane sense we cannot think too meanly of our- 
selves ; but in another, 1 think we may, and I 
believe the adversary of souls has a hand in it; 
for while he persuades us that we are so poor 
and despicable, we can do nothing ; he means 
thereby to cut asunder the very sinews of our 
active endeavours for the glory of God, and the 
good.. of our fellow-creatures. This is a very 
subtle 'device of satan ; by it, many strong ones 
are rendered weak, and kept useless all their 
days, when by nature and grace they are formed 
for extensive usefulness. May the Lord shiii^ 
into your soul, and give you to know the things 
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that arefteely given you of God, and enable yoir 
to use them alt to his gbry, the good of your 
fellow-creatures, and ^he. comfort of your own 
soul. I know this is t^e habitual. desire of your 

heart. 

Is there any way which occurs to your mind 
for the promoting of any, or all of these, in which 
you could take a more a>ctive part than you have 
hitherto done ? I think it would be of use to 
you. Your nerves and spirits are, I think, very 
weak at present^ see that you do ail you can in 
your present situation for strengthening them. O 
get free from unnecessary cares, and from taking 
too great a weight of even necessarp ones. Fear 
nothing ; neither persons, places, nor things. It 
is our privilege to have but one desire — that is, to 
please God; and but one fear — ^lest we should 
offend him. This brings much )sweet liberty into 
the soul. May you feel it so ! 

I shall be glad to hear soon from you, with 
many particulars about yourself, and our deax^ 
friend, and also of Lady J. Many thanks for the 
bottle you sent me. I am much as when you 
saw me. I wrote Lady G. last night, but forgot 
to give her my address. Most people continue 
my old one. Princess-street ^ and my letters always 
come safe. In every place and situation I con- 
tinue, my dear daughter. 

Your affectionate parent, D.M." 
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LETTER XXXVL 



TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coatesy Julif 24M, 1783. 

My dear daughter's letter of the 16th I did 
not receive till the 23d, owing to Miss N — 's 
being out of town. I began to fear that either 
Lady (J— *- or you was not well. Both letters 
were most acceptable, and agreeable. By your 
desire I write soon. I am glad the visits, you 
mention are over, and the hurry and agitation 
occasioned by them subsiding. I would almost 
say> it is a great mercy when we are hurt by 
worldly company, (1 do not mean sinfially so) ; 
it is a great preser\'ative against mixing too much 
with it, and a loud call to avoid it, as much as 
is consistent with the will of God; and our duty. 

I perceive, by your letter^, that you are suf- 
fering both in body and mind from different « 
causes ; some of which have often proved a 
source of distress to you. O that the Lord 
would teach you to depend more upon himself, 
and to be less attached to the creature. Indeed, 
it is your privilege to be free and disentangled 
from all^ to give them all up to God, and to 
leaveihem thm^e. This will secure to you the true 
enjoyment of tbem ^ but this victory the power of 
sovereign grace alone can give, and it is more 
difficult to some tempers than others. The more 
you love Ood, the more easy you will find it 
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to trust him with. whatever is dearest to you, 
whether persons or things ; and the greater degree 
of sweet liberty you will feel in your own soul. 

There is nothing so hurtful to the nervous 
system, as anxiety ; it preys upon the vitals, and 
weakens the whole frame ; and, what is worse 
than all, it grieves the Holy Spirit. But I hope 
you will be made conqueror over that, and every 
other foe, and prove God's utmost salvation and 
fulness of love : then you will find, " where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." Then 
you will be better able to commit not only your 
own way, but the way of those you love unto 
the Lord, and to trust in him that he will bring 
it to pass : then you will see cause to praise him, 
when he has wrought that work that caused your 
needless fears. I feel inclined to say, ^^ O thou of 
little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt ?" Where- 
fore dost thou fear from day to day ? for thyself 
and others, and where is there any just cause 
for fear? " The Lord God Oninipotent reigneth^*' 
and this God is your God, and the God of your 
dear friend, aid he will be the guide of both even 
unto deadi. His faitlifulness is a constant shield 
and buckler to both : you may have access every 
moment, for counsel and direction from him, 
and you are surrounded with bis promises for 
time and eternity. You have no views in life 
but to glorify God and to enjoy him ; how then 
can you entertain one shadow of a doubt, 
that the Lord will not shine upon your patli, and , 
lead you into all his holy will? O, my dear. 
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madam, see your privileges, and live up to them^ 
aud nay, with the poet, 

*' Away my unbelieving fears, 
F^ar shall no more in me bare place." 

When the Lord answer our prayersy be often 
thwarts our inclinations^ and by leading ns into 
all his holy will, he most frequently crosses our 
own. But these are sacrifices he expects we will 
offer up to him. All Lady G — *s exercises will, 
I trust, terminate as you and I could wish, in her 
owa good, and that of others. You may assist 
her much, by your prayers, your counsel, and 
. your ready and cheerful acquiescence in whatever 
she has reason to believe is the will of God con- 
cerning her. I rejoice in the good accounts from 
London. O that the work of the Lord may in- 
crease in all places : may his kingdom come, 
and his will be done ; and may we be permitted, 
and honoured, to throw in our mite also ; may 
all we have and are be devoted to God. How 
does Lady I — go on? BeKeve me ever your 
afifcctionate parent, D. M." 



The Lord had important work in reversioa for 
\m pious handmaid, and he was now gradually 
preparing her to engage in it, with all the spiri- 
tual ardour of a primitive Christian. The inten- 
sity of desire breathed forth in many of the fol- 
lowing extracts, and the victorious faith mani- 
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fested throughout, until she received ^^ the ac- 
complishment of the promises," are truly re- 
markable. 



" July 27. Since the I3th, I have experienced a 
small increase ; a keener edge upon my spirit ; — 
a sharper appetite for spiritual food ; — a greater 
standing alone with God ^^-^ a fuller emptying of 
Created good ; — a deeper conviction of the short - 
ness of time, and the awful importance of eter- 
nity ; — ^with an increase of love to God, sweetness 
in duty, and more ardent desires to be wholly 
employed for him. Still my God continues his 
goodness to me, with regard to sedret prayer, 
allowing me liberty to pour out all my heart to 
him; to cast alljny cares upon him; and to spread 
all tny wants before him. How very often do I 
prove him to be a God that heareth prayer. I have 
been lately favoured with some precious instances 
of this ; of his care over me in preserving me in 
the time of danger, and in providing for my 
safety when I thought not of it. 

September 12. Upon a strict review of what has 
passed within, and without, during the last month, 
I have cause to record the goodness of my God 
in very many respects ; yet my comforts have 
run in so low a channel, that I seem to have but 
little to say. One thing I must observe, that if 
spiritual consolations have been small, inward 
conflicts and outward trials have also been few. 
I Have felt a keener edge upon my spirit, strong 
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desires after all the life of God, and for power 
to glorify him in a more active and useful way. 
He has enabled me to be much in prayer for the 
accomplishment of the promises, though with 
little comfort 3 yet-at times, I have been brought 
into extremity : seeing all outward helps failing ; 
no opening in Providence for extensive useful- 
ness ; no immediate answers to prayer in respect 
to this particular. Besides the removal of those 
that were helpful to me by prayer and con- 
ference> some to Abraham's bosom,— others 
turned seemingly aside — all these things appear 
against me, and tend to discourage me ; so that 
i^t times I have been sorely perplexed. Yet in 
the midst of these trials, I have been upheld by 
an Almighty power, and still hope not one word 
shall fail of all the good things which God hath pro- 
mised. Though in a great measure I stand alone, 
and have done so for some time, I am enabled 
to believe that the Lord is ahk to make me standi 
and that he will perfect what concerns me; 
though destitute of various helps which I once 
enjoyed. Even so. Amen. 

October 3. Still my soul is vexed with a par- 
tial distance from God ; still he delays his coming 
in the full accomplishment of the promises : 
still the means of grace are comparatively un- 
profitable, and at times I feel the fiery darts of 
satan. It is an emptying season. Yet the Lord 
frequently answers my prayers with regard to 
temporal things, from which I derive encourage- 
ment 5 but it is spiritual blessings I long for ; a 

C.3 
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healthful soul^ and a useful life* This God hath 
promised. And though at present a sable cloud 
envelopes me^ I will still wait^ and hope^ and 
believe to the end. O to be all alive to Qod ; to 
possess a heart flaming with Divine love ; and a 
life shining with every grace of the Holy Spirit. 
For these I would despise crowns and sceptres. 
Lord^ grant me all I want^ for Christ's sake^ and 
I will praise thee in time and through eternity.'* 

Lady M — , at this time, suffered from a d^ree 
of uncertainty respecting the work of grace in 
her heart. She had not yet publicly professed 
entire sanct^atiotij but at times believed that 
she enjoyed the blessing : at other seasons, she 
was perplexed with doubts, and was led to fear 
that those doubts were occasioned by her not 
humbly declaring, ^^ what God had done for her 
soul." TThat she might be delivered from this 
state of uncertainty, she solicited an interest in 
the prayers of her friends. 

LETTER XXXVIL 

TO MISS RITCHIE. 

Oc^ofter 18, 1783. 
I wrote dear Miss Ritchie many months ago^ 
and hope it is not want of health which prevents 
my having an answer. If entirely convenient, 
should be glad to be assured of this by her own 
pen. 

For some time past, a painful degree of un- 
certainty has rested upon my experience. 1 feel 
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afraid of drawing aoy certain conclusion con- 
cerning the present state of my soul ; lest^ on 
the one hand^ I deny what the Lord has done for 
me 5 or^ on the other, presume on what he has 
not given. On this account^ I suffer a good deal 
of distress, and feel much inclined, if you \yill 
permit me, to ask the assistance of your prayers 
in a particularmanner s that the Lord would 
cause his heavenly light to shine bright into my 
sou)^ and thereby scatter every cloud, and do 
away all degree of painful doubt : that I may 
know the things freely given mc of Ood ; and 
be enabled to give him the glory, and take the 
comfort to myself. The fiery darts of the enemy 
1 feel at times keenly pointed : you know, I doubt 
not, the sharp distress these occasion* I trust, all 
I feel is in mercy, and will be over-ruled for 
good ; but I long much for deliverance, if agree- 
able to the Divine will. The Lord has given me 
. exceeding great and precious promises, for all 
1 can want both for soul, body, and outward 
estate ; in time, and through eternity : many of 
which he has accomplished ; but the delay of the 
rest often proves a source of the most painful 
sensations. I long to be fully established in God's 
utmost salvation ; to be firm as a wall of brass, 
' and as an iron pillar strong. Surely this is his 
will concerning me. Do, then, dear Miss Ritchie^ 
plead earnestly that I may stand perfect aud 
complete in it; and thereby yon will greatly 
oblige, your affectionate friend, in the bonds of 
the gospel, D. Maxwbljl." 

C 4 
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Such precaution is highly praise-worthy, and 
deserves to be imitated by all the people of God. 
A few more extracts from the Diary will conduct 
to the end of this year. • 



" October 29. The Lord hath appeared in iny 
behalf^ and sent me help from his holy hill, for 
which I desire to bless him. Last Saturday, he 
gave me a little reviving in my bondage ; and on 
the succeeding Sabbath, I felt his power, tasted 
his goodness, and proved his faithfulness. While 
the enemy was attempting to pour in as a flood, 
he lifted up a standard ; disarmed satan of his 
malicious power, and armed me with Divine 
strength. In spite of all opposition, I was enabled 
to stand still, and see the salvation of God. Since 
hen, I have enjoyed more comfort, more sweet- 
^^ess in prayer, and vigorous desires to be all for 
God. Immediately befbre this revival, I felt 
stripped of all, except a power to call on the 
Lord ; and, indeed, my heart and flesh cried out 
for the living God, but this was in the absence of 
every joyous sensation. Truly God^ is good to 
Israel, and though at times he may tarry long, he 
will avenge his own elect, who night and day cry 
unto him. 

November 19. Since my last date, I have had 
seasons of trial and of consolation. Last week 
was a time of severe temptation. I scarcely kilew 
to which hand to turn ; yet, in the midst of all, 
through mercy, I was enabled to cry mightily to 
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God, and he has heard and sent me deliverance. 
Yesterday, while conversing with some of his 
children on Veh'gious subjects, he made it a season 
of refreshing* from his presente, both to myself 
and others, God, the Father and Son, were 
dear to the eye of my faith ; and all within was 
peace and serenity. This happy frame continued 
through the day; and to-day, though much 
tempted, my God is sensibly with me. 

December 2. This has truly been a precious 
day: from morning to night, my peace has flowed 
as a river. In conversation, the Lord has sug- 
gested profitable matter, and given ability to ex- 
press it. At times my pen, and tongue, move 
freely; at others, I feel 'A total incapacity, ted 
labour under a painful stagnation of thought: 
this convinces me, that the power to use either 
to purpose, cOmes from the Lord. Indeed the 
further I go in Che Divine life, the more conscious 
I am of my entire dependance upon Ood, and 
that it is so &ffi)rds me peculiar pleasure. He is 
daily teaching me more simplicity of spirit; 
makes me willing to receive all as his unmerited 
gift ; and to call upon him for every thing I need, 
as I need it ; and he supplies my wants according 
to existing exigencies. I perceive t have no 
stock in myself, on which to depend ; every new 
service demands a fresh supply, and my God is 
good, and sends me grace to help in the time of 
need. Much of his goodness I have tasted this 
day, in secret and social prayer, in conversation, 
and in meditation. The Lord has also lately re^ 
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moved much bodily indisposition. O that healthy 
time, talents, wealth, influence, all, may be 
used for him. While my God is thus blessing 
me, the enemy is very busy, varying his tempta* 
lions, and applying them most powerfully, where 
perhaps I am weakest : so that, though happy 
in God, I have almost trembled for £ear of their 
con^quences. My only security is in looking to 
Jesus ; but here I obtain relief. 

22. This has also been a precious day. 

My fellowship has been with the Father and Sdn 
from morning to night. I have felt wrapt up in 
Jesus, and found him «uch a source of calm 
repose as I cannot express. How trifling and 
iBSigiiificant does all crepited good app^r, when 
I am thus highly favoured of God. He, in 
mercy, keeps mO'Sensibleof my weakness, while 
be lets me know where lies my strength i and 
makes me aware of spiricoal pride: my soul 
trembles at the thought of that dreadful evil. 
I fly to the feet of Jesus, and there I am safe. 
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Diary and Correspondence continued. 



January 1. Upon a retrospect of the past 
year, I find my obligations to God are exceed^r 
iogly great. Nfany, very many have been the 
times of refreshing I have had from him. How 
many my temporal and sinritnal deliverances ! 
and O, how mimerons the answers of prayer 
with which I have beep fiwonred. My com* 
mnnion with heaven has been sensibly increased | 
and, times Mriidioiit number, he has made me 
sensU>le of the aecomplishrnent of a promise, 
powerfully impressed on my mind, several 
yean ago ;-«-4hat when I was converted I should 
strengthen Iht brethren. In some temporal 
affairs, he has most wonderfully manifested bis 
goodness in my behalf; aad^ on mwy difficult 
occasions, stnengthened and enabled me to 
oonfesa htm beibre others. Language fails to 
express what he hi^ done for mf $ indeed it 
hegj|;ars aU expression. I willext<4 thee, O Ood, 
and praise thy name for ever and ever $ while I 
have a being, i .^U jmuse tliee. Throogh the 
whole of last year, I have be^ kept, panting 
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after extensive usefulness, and thankful when 
any opportunity for doing good was granted me. 
The Lord has also been very good to me in re- 
straining the power of the enemy : spiritual 
temptations have neither been so strong, nor so 
numerous, as I have found them in former times. 
This I esteem a great mercy, for of all sufferings 
and trials, they are the keenest. 

. II. Sunday, A day much to be remem- 
bered. Through difficulties went to Mr. Jones's 
chapel, where the sacrament was to be dis- 
pensed. From the moment I sat down, the. 
Lord began to bless me, and many things in the 
sermoQ were comfortable : but on sitting down 
at the table, my communion with the Father and 
Son was sensibly deepened : I had certainly a 
foretaste of the heavenly glory. How sweet and 
near was my fellowship with the Father : God 
seemed to surround me with his presence. I 
was permitted to put up many petitions for 
myself and others, and for the church. I hope 
they will be answered, Xiaoguage faila when I 
would express my grautude to the Lord. O that 
my life may express it. 

February 6. Sinoe my last date, I have been 
comforted, and also noverely tried ;. I have felt the 
rod otGod, whereby nature suffered keenly : but 
I have also proved the staff of God supporting 
me. He in great: mercy, prqmred me for suf- 
fering, .by an inci:)ea8e of felloim^kap with himself. 
Hoyr tenderly d6es he deal v^ttfajtoe ! In the time 
t>f a most unexpected trial, ni^^^'^tts drew neai?. 
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as if he had said, " Though friends die, I live 
for ever.'* Blessed Lord, that is enough. Yet 
nature feels, animal spirits are weakened, and > 
spiritual temptations, have been strong ; but in 
all my God is good. 

20. I find my mind for some time past 

enlarged by the habitual consideration of eternity. 
These thoughts tend much to rectify the judge- 
ment; and when that is fully instructed, the 
passions are easily adjusted. How contracted are 
our views, while confined within the limits of 
time. Here there are no.olgects in any degree 
adequate to the vast powers and infinite desires 
of an immortal soul ; but when we contemplate 
eternity, what a boundless prospect presents 
itself! What a full scope may we there give to 
our most extensive views and wishes. There all 
Qurlioly affections may roam at large, and find 
abundance of objects perfectly suited in kind and 

• • • 

duration, to their natui'e. O my God, in these 
glorious re^ons of bliss and peace, which th^ 
gospel brings to light, may 1 for ever enjoy Thee^. 
March 4. I have felt very variously in the 
course of these laBt thirteen days^ ^t titnes> 
painfully exercised in my mind; tbr<^ugb' the pre^ 
Valence of spiritual temptati6n6> Md tli6 reifnains 
of unbelief; these produced keen distresB, though 
through the goodness of Qoi), it wm hot per- 
mitted to continue long. On Siittirday last, Je&us 
drew nigh, rebuked the adven^ry, disappointed 
•my ftars, comforted my soul, and gaira toe a 
sweet convictioo that God was' t^ )iMl:ier lA 
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prayer^ answering the petitions I offei^d up to 
him. But soon after^ the clouds again gathered^ 
and I was distressed. The enemy renewed his 
attacks ; and not perceiving the stratagem^ 1 felt 
painfully fearful^ that it was myself which ob* 
structed the accomplishment of the promises; 
both those which relate to the prosperity of my 
own soul^ and those which refer to extensive vific-' 
fulness* This caused poignant sorrow^ better 
felt than expressed. The more so^ now my whole 
soul is bent upon glorifying God : by enjoying 
him continually in my own soul, and by being 
active in his causCf But last nighty I felt a sweet 
impression on my mind, and from its eflfects, I 
trust it was from the Lord, that the delay, ,which 
causes me at times so much distress, was not of 
myself, but of the Lord ; that matters were not 
yet ripef(H' the full accomplishment; but that 
the Lord would, iu his own time, bring to pass 
in me, and by me, what he has promised. This 
impression wonderfully calnaed my miod, re* 
moved my painful fears, and led me to trust in 
the Lord* That impatience, which bordered 
upon the haste of pnbetSef, fled away; I was led 
tQ see, ttfat I Was osUed to wait patieatly, and 
calmly to hope^ that what the Lord had md, he 
would do. . 

May 12. For tte lust tfafee weeks, I have 
aacperimced the most intense thirst after an in* 
crease of the life «f God in my soul, and an 
cniaiged sfihero of usefohoieas. I felt spunM oo 
i^ «4mig <fesire, stimnkted by tte prmiises of 
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God, and strengthened to plead by the spirit of 
prayer. Yet as no opening in Providence ap<* 
peared for the latter, and little or no answer in 
return to the former, my faith was tried to the 
uttermost. My heart felt ready to break, for 
the longii^ it had after God. It seemed as if I 
could not live, except my prayers were heard 
and answered, with respect to these two par- 
ticulars. At length, my God, who is rich in 
nier<^, proved it, by condescending to send me 
an answer last Sabbath from bis holy habitation. 
In the morning, I went to church, where the 
ordinance of tte sapper was to be administered. 
The words spoken from were,-^^* Mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation.'' The text struck me, 
and I was kd to expect something good, yet 
found nothing remarkable from the sermon. 
The enemy was now very busy, and my mind 
fdt uncofic&moniy prone to wander from the point 
in hand : but if the Most High is determined to 
mse and work, who can hinder ? At bis holy 
table, to which I went much agitated, all my 
wanderings ceased^ mid God spake with power to 
my soul. He condescended to unfold to me the 
seeming mystery of his late disf^ensationa towards 
me, both in providence and giyoe. He told me^ 
it was to try ray faith, and to prove whether 
I would coiyinue to foUow him tfirovgh every 
discouragement, and continue betievNig iiis pro- 
misesy aAthwgh &e aspect of prnvidence^xttitra* 
dieted tbem. He.lben assured me my fmtix 
^ilhould prove triumphant^ even uHie ftithj^ tiie 
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woman of Canaan, who, continued to plead for 
her daughter in spite of every discouragement. 
These gracious words brought amazing strength 
into my soul; T felt determined, with a Divine 
fortitude, to cleave unto the Lord, in spite 6f 
^very opposition; to hope against hope, and 
patiently to wait upon him, till he saw meet to 
accomplish the promises. This heavenly frame 
continued' through the day, and in the evening, 
while in the house of prayer, my God renewed 
his former kindness : O for a power to retain it. 
How great is his goodness. Surely it is good to 
wait upon the Lord, and to .trust in him. But 
lest I should be exailted above measure, the day 
following, I was confined with severe indis* 
position of body. On Tuesday morning, I felt 
a degree of languor of spirit, and confusion of 
mind, which grieved me. Having to meet with a 
Christian friend or two, I prayed much for the 
presence of the Lord to be •with us. He heard 
my cry, and gave me my petition. He mdde me 
very sensible of the approach of Deity. While 
I sUng bis praises, a reverential consciousness of 
the Divine presence rested on and animated my 
soul; God the Fitthef revealed himself I o me, 
jnod t^at near- and clear view of bim has; con- 
tinued' With mis ever sitice. How cati' I duffict^ntly 
t»rdde him ) ! find where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. 

c^iS: ' Since thi^ I7tb, the Lord has sup:- 
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pofte^'ftierttftder ^tii^^ triaik, ^ohfie-fj^f tbeih moi^t 
'vk^lQpii^i iki^ Which 4>ierced nbe td Xhj^ qUicW. 
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He has given nae to feel much^ very much, of the 
insipidity of worldly enjoyment, and caused 
some creature comforts to prove bitterness to 
me. Though these things wrung my heart with 
keen anguish, and brought tears from my eyes, 
yet I found I could, from my inmost soul, bless 
God for thus dealing with me, because salutary 
purposes were answered by the painful dispen^ 
sations. I thus get further from the creature, 
and nearer to God ; convinced he only can make 
me truly happy. Persons, things, and places, 
are in themselves empty cisterns, which hold no 
waters of consolation,, but as the Lord pours 
into them. And if I do not rise and keep above 
them all, they will pierce me through with many 
sorrows. My God does all things well. O to 
be faithful to him \ Though thus tried, I have 
not been left comfortless : the Lord has been 
good. He still gives me power to hold fast what 
he has spoken, in spite of satan and every foe. 
O that he would come quiclcly, and do as he has 
said ! 

June 27. In the course of these seventeen 
days I have not experienced any very material 
change. I have had, at various seasons, an in- 
crease of the more immediate presence of God ; 
and Jesus has sweetly attracted my heart and 
affections, by appearing in his native beauty; 
shining with the milder beams of his mediatorial 
glory. In him resides the fulness of the God- 
head bodily ! Deity in its plenitude of power ! 
Comfortable, animating thought ! And Jesus is 
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mine. Amazing mercy! On Sunday week I 
had an opportunity to sit down at the Lord's 
table^ where I felt my inmost soul pierced with 
a sense of bis goodness. For some days after I 
was kept praying without ceasing, and was in 
hopes the time to favour me was come; but to 
this succeeded two bitter days of outward and 
inward trials. On Sunday last, through many 
difficulties, but with strong desire, and great 
expectation, I entered the house of God. In the 
former part of the day I was disappointed } in 
the latter, he whom my soul loveth, drew nigh, 
and I was comforted. Yesterday my soul felt as 
if drawn from its centre ;^ my keen relish for 
Divine things was much lessened, and my com^ 
fort greatly abated ; yet I was much strengthened 
to att^npt the spiritual benefit of others, by writ- 
ing, speaking, and giving away books on divinity. 
These opportunities of doing good were most un- 
expected ; but while thus engaged, the adversary 
was most assiduous in his attempts to distress ; 
painful temptation for some time prevailed, but 
by prayer and faith he was conquered. 

October 22. , In the course of these seven 
weeks I have too much given way to temptation, 
by not writing. Satan has recourse to many 
stratagems to prevent it. He knows it is pro- 
fitable, and therefore opposes it. I have much 
cause to bless the Lord for many mercies, spiritual 
and temporal. Since my last date I have had 
sweet seasons, many answers to prayer, and 
power to attempt doing good, in a way not 
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tried, except twice, since I came here : I mean, 
having the gospel preached at this place once 
every week. O that the Lord may smile upon my 
feeble attempt to glorify him^ and give success. 
My God has been graciously present at my little 
meeting on Thursday, fbr prayer, praise, and 
Christian conference; and in secret and social 
prayer has shown much kindness, and given un- 
expected opportunities of acting for him at home 
and abroad, and enabled me to exert more power 
in this way than ever. The issue 1 leave to him. 
Upon the whole, he has kept my soul in a good 
measure alive to him ; panting after the accom- 
plishment of the promises, and dally looking for 
his coming ; to do in me, and by me, as he has 
promised. He increases my desire and power to 
use my substance in the support of his servants 
and cause ; makes me set^sible of my danger as to 
several evils I might fall into ; which causes me to 
cry. to him against them. Secret prayer is more 
and more profitable and comfortable, and a so- 
lemn sense of eternity still rests upon my mind ; 
With a strong desire to improve time, for myself 
and others. At times the Lord gives me to feel my 
weakness, and how quickly I should be swallowed 
up by my enemies, if he did not interpose. This 
night th€i Lord disappointed my fears f when I 
looked to him, he was at hand to help me. 

December 8. Since my last date I have had 

Iceen inward sufferings ; what are termed the 

buffetings of satan. Horror, at times, has taken 

hold of me. I felt much, but feared more. I 
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feared that I had grieved the Spirit of God, and 
therefore cried jnightily to him, that if this was 
from an enemy he would rebuke the adversary, 
and give freedom from these painful feelings; 
but if from himself, they might continue till every 
end was answered that was intended by sovereign 
]ove. On Sunday last I longed to go to diurch, 
expecting relief; and in the afternoon his servant 
was a son of consolation. My soul was strength- 
ened and comforted by what I heard. But in 
the evening, at the chapel, my distress returned. 
I felt stripped of all : I wished to be searched to 
the bottom, and appealed to the Lord that I 
longed to be all he would haye me. Jesus drew 
sweetly nigh, and comforted me. For some 
minutes I attempted to examine myself, but all 
was in confusion: one thing seemed pressed upon 
my mind, but whether from an enemy I could 
not say. I gave it up to the Lord, and prayed 
that he would lead me into his will. On Sun- 
day night and Monday, my, mi^d was burthened i 
I looked and longed for relief in the means 
afforded me, but was disappointed. On Tuesday 
afternoon, Jesus again drew nigh and comforted 
me ; but this did not continue, and again fear 
returned. Time seemed to fly fast, and still little 
was done, I felt a poor trifler with God. On 
Wednesday I was distressed, fearing many things : 
comfort sprung up in my soul at times, but it 
did not abide. In the course of some years I 
have had several attacks of this kind ; sometimes 
much worse indeed. O that my fears may be 
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disappointed^ and that the Lord- would give me 
the thing that I long for ; the accomplishment of 
all the promises he has given for extensive use- 
fulness, and prosperity of soul. I am much dis- 
couraged for want of this; and also, that the 
attempts I make to do good seem to prove abor-* 
live. When, O iny God, when shall I have it to 
say, that thou hast fulfilled the desires of my 
soul, and given me the thing that I looked for ?*' 

Such repeated exercises and deliverances tended 
greatly to qualify Lady Maxwell to give advice, 
and to administer consolation to others when 
teaipted or dfstressed. Thus she again addressed 
her afflicted, desponding friend : — 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coates<y December 14, 1784. 

"I had not time to answer my dear daughter's 
note yesterday, but wish to-day to ask how she 
does, hearing that many of the family have been 
complaining. In the New Jerusalem, none shall 
say they are sick : but while here, according 
to the -laws of mortality, we must expect k> 
be often pained and distressed both/m body and 
mind. But O what comfort does it afford us. 
to know, that *^ We have not an High Priest that 
cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmi- 
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ties :" on the contrary^ in all our afflictions he 
is afflicted. An earthly friend may^ and does feel 
for us^ yet often cannot relieve .us ; Jesus^ on 
the contrary, not only sympathizes with us, but 
supports, upholds, and comforts us ; and the very 
moment that deliverance is proper, he gives it. 
What a strong argument this for entire resignation 
to every dispensation of providence and grace. O 
may our hearts at all times sweetly acquiesce in 
all the holy will of God respecting ourselves, and 
those with whom we stand closely connected! 
His smile creates our day : 

'' In darkest shades if Christ appear, 
Our dawnini^ is begun." 

I have felt a little of this of late : tried for some 
days with severe conflicts, the fiery darts of the 
enemy were keenly pointed. In these very try- 
ing seasons we feel what poor helpless creatures 
we are : how soon we should be utterly destroyed 
if left to grapple with our spiritual foes in our 
own strength. O how precious is a Saviour then ! 
In tender mercy he drew near, rebuked the ad- 
versary, and smiled upon me. May he enable 
us, in every temptation, to look to him and over- 
come. 

My soul strongly breathes after more of his 
mind and image, and for power to promote his 
cause and kingdom. I feel but as a babe in him, 
but do long, night and day, for the stinength of a 
father. O to possess every purchased blessing ! 

I long also to hear of the prosperity of jour 
soul. Ycm have long walked through a wilder- 

3 
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ness of trials and temptations. O that he now 
woald bring yoa ihto a wealthy place ! " Pray 
wichont ceasing,'* and do not faint, though an 
answer is not speedily given. The Lord will 
come in his own time, and rebuke the adversary 
for your sake, and your path shall be as " the 
shining lights that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day/' I liope you will receive good 
accounts of your brother. Cast all your care upon 
God ; and believe me ever. 
Your affectionate parent in the Lord, D.M." 

She thus concludes the year :-^ 

' ' J5l. I have been much d];^wn to secret 
prayer to-day, and spent more time in it than 
usual ; avoiding every unnecessary avocation^ and 
even some that were otherwise^ in order to give 
myself wholly to prayer and spiritual exercises. 
I have found sweet nei^^ and inward liberty; 
though the adversary was very busy, trying eveiy 
method to intercept me. I do not pix)\^ all the 
power of prayer I wish, but 1 have certainly felt 
more of it these last eighteen months than in any 
foraief period. I wish to pray without ceasing^ 
I see the necessity of praying always, and not 
fainting : but I find hope deferred fatigues the 
mind^ and wearies the spirit. Yot I feel, through 
grace, determined to pray on, till I have it to 
say, not one word has failed of nil that the Lord 
has -spoken concerning me. Upon a retrospect 
of t\A» year, now come to an end, I find I have 
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infinite cause to praise the Lord, much more so 
than I supposed, when, some days ago, I was 
consulting only my present feelings. It is melan- 
choly to think how soon a sense of the Lord's 
goodness dies away from the spul, even after the 
strongest manifestations of his love. Lord, what 
is man that thou shouldest shew kindness to him ! 
How ungrateful, insensible, unfeithful, and un- 
profitable. 'Yet still thou art good: but thou 
knowest whereof he is piade, and rememberest 
he is but dust O, how do I long to feel sovereign 
grace triumphing over all my weakness, igno- 
rance, unbelief, fear, yea, every thing, that is 
contrary to the will of my God. Since January, 
1783, the Father of Mercies has several times 
appeared in my behalf in a remarkable manner ; 
in public, private, and secret : indeed, times 
without number, but more especially on three dif- 
ferent occasions ; twice at his own table, and once 
in secret. What consolation did he pour into 
my soul I With what communion with himself did 
he favour me, immediately before I was visited 
with a severe trial ! Words cannot, may silence 
speak his praise. Some months after that, how 
wonderfully did he condescend to explain the 
dispensations of his providence and grace to- 
ward me, when they were so mysterious I could 
not understand them, and had well nigh sunk in 
the mire of despondency : but he took me out 
of that horrible pit, set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings* Then was I made to rid.e 
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upon my high places for months, till again, 
through the power of temptation, the remains of 
unbelief, and the subtle workings of the adversary 
of souls, I was driven to extremity. Again Jeho- 
vah, who ** sits above the water-floods, and re- 
maineth King for ever,'' spoke to my soul with 
Divine power, ^nd the mountains melted down. 
He condescended to tell me what he was doing, 
and what he would do, and how much I was mis- 
taking his dealings with me. Amazing goodness ! 
O to be humble, and thankful ! Here again my 
head was lifted up above my foes, and I was 
made to triumph over those who threatened to 
lead me captive. When stretched upon a bed of 
sickness, O how did my God disappoint my fears, 
and exceed my expectation^ ! My mind, which 
on these distressing occasions, used to be pain- 
fully languid, and often the seat of inexpressible 
fears, was refreshed with a sense of the Divine 
presence, and raised above the present affliction ^ 
and my lips, which used to be closed in these 
trying seasons, were opened to speak the praises 
of him who dealt so kindly with me. But time 
would fail to tell of all the instances of the good* 
ness of my God, during the last twelve months ; 
and not to me only, but to others also, with 
whom I stand nearly connected : to some, by 
the ties of nature j to others, by those of grace. 
Suffice it to say, that he hath done all things 
well ; and that eternity alone can bring to light, 
or make sufficiently known, all his goodn^s to 
Vol. II. D 
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me« y^ith my soul^ and all that is within me, 1 
desire to bless and magnify his holy name } 



*^ To praise him for all that is past, 
And trust him for all that's to come." 



Amen. 
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Diary and Correspondence continued* 



January J2, Very frequently I have taken up 
my pen to give expression to my complainings ; 
but now, I would indite thanks and praises to 
my God for his goodness. I entreated him ^o 
usher in the year with his blessing, and he has 
granted my request. He is a God of mercy ; 
blessed are all those who put their trust in him. 
He gives me to know more and more that he is 
the hearer of prayer. On Sabbath last, 1 had an 
opportunity to renew my covenant engagement 
tp the Lord, by sitting down at his table. WTiile 
njiiting in prayer with the great congregation, the 
Lord Jesus, drew nigh, brought with t\im un- 
utterable peace, and shed a heavenly serenity 
throughout my soul : this increased upon sitting 
down at the sacred table, and continued the. 
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\rholc day. I eojoyed a delightfully spiritual 
trame wherever I went^ and in whatever I was 
engaged. The Lord filled my hands all day with 
his work, and my heart with his love. Some 
hours were spent with the sick, in prayer and 
conversation, and in ministering to their wants 
in various ways y and the Lord countenanced 
those labours of love. My heart,, at times, felt 
almost too full for utterance. 

20. Unwell in body, but comfortabfe 

in soul. The Lord has increased what he so 
graciously bestowed on Sunday week. I have 
had a fuller eiijoyment and clearer view of my 
God and Saviour. It has been almost as one un-* 
clouded day, ancl the cry of my heart is, ^^ Ever, 
Lord, abide thus with me." I found my mouth 
opened to tell, before those who fear his name, 
what he has done for my soul. To-day I have 
ei\joyed many privileges, and endeavoured to let 
others partake of my enjoyments, by having the 
gospel preached to them. Many flogk to hear : 
may they understand. The comfort I now enjoy 
makes me dread severe trials ^ yet 1 would not 
anticipate evil. One, in particular, I have cause 
to fear ; but I leave 4II to my God, who doth all 
things welK 

28. Still my fellowship is with the Father 

and the Son* In writing to a Christian friend 
to~d^y, on the goodness of God, and on the 
sweetness of the love of Jesu$, my heart seemed 
too full for utterance. This I also experienced 
immediately after, when conversing with a Chris* 

D2 
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tian. I could not but wonder at this barrennes$ 
of expreission, when Divine love so prevaUed in 
my heart. It convinced me, that both the power 
and the propriety of speech are from God, and 
are given, or withheld, as he sees meet. I long 
for the eloquence of Cicero, for the persuasive 
powers of Demosthenes, when speaking of the 
things of God ; yet ttiescy without his blessing, 
would not produce the great and desirable effects 
at which I aim : his glory, in the conversion of 
sinners. I must endeavour to be contented with 
meaner talents, and rest satisfied that even these 
may and will effect great things, \{ Divhie as^ 
sistance be afforded. 

February 13. Sundaj/. My God has been 
unspeakably gracious all this day. I was strong, 
trusting in the Lord. My faith in Jesus seemed 
as a strong cable, fixed to an immoveable rock. 
I walked in the light of a luminous faith, and by 
his strength and light was carried through diffi- 
culties with ease and comfort. I was also privi- 
leged with an opportunity of shewing forth the 
death of Jesus ^ and truly he was with me, in his 
house, and by the way. In the afternoon, found 
the company of those that were not alive to God 
exceedingly irksome. What a blessing it is, al« 
ways to associate vni\i living souk. 

March 12. Three weeks have elapsed since 
my last date ; various hinderances have been 
thrown in the way; but. I believe nothing, but 
absolute necessity, should prevent my taking 
notice of God's dealings with me, by committing 
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them to paper ; as I find a lively sense of his 
goodness is too apt to die away from my remem* 
brance. I have not lost what the Lord bestowed 
on the 9& of January^ and the Sunday following ; 
bat I do not at present enjoy so mnch sensible 
com/art. I seem to have more faith than love, 
and would gladly hope that the alteration is rather 
in efffoymenti than in possession. Last Sunday 
evening, in the chapel^ the Lord renewed his . 
goodness to my soul^ but it has not proved per- 
manent. I feel this change a great disappoint* 
ment, as I had hoped the time was come, when 
I should be able to ^^ rejoice evermore, pray with-* 
out ceasing, and in every thing give thanks/^ I 
have not relinquished all hopes of its terminating 
in this mature and permanent experience. I 
fear lest my unfaithfulness should be the cause 
of any change for the worse. His grace can 
triumph .over all my weaknesses, ignorance, and 
unbelief. I am also grieved that no eifectual 
door is yet. opened for my more extensive use- 
fulness, according to his promise. Still I will 
hope against hope, because he is faithful, and his 
promises are ^* yea and amen.'* 

April 1. Again ten days more are expired. 
Bow rapidly does time fly; — imperceptibly it 
steals'away. How ardently do I desire that my 
improvement may be in proportion to the con- 
stancy and rapidity of its flight. I have still 
much cause to adore and bless my God, as the 
liearer of prayer. O that every fresh proof of 
his goodness may strengthen my trust for future 

D3 
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mercies; and more firmly confirm me iii the 
belief^ that not one word which he hath spoken 
concerning me shall fail of its accomplishment. 
From my deficiency herein, springs much dis- 
tress ; my harp is often hung upon the willows^ 
and then my heart experiences much bitterness. 
Holy Father, whatever it is that causes these' 
depressions, remove it Car hence; and let me 
every moment dwell in love, and in God, that 
God may dwell in me. Lately, at times, I am 
hurt by entering too keenly into the subject on 
Mrhich [ am conversing ; especially when it 
happens to be a painful one : this produces too 
many words, many unnecessary ones ; and, for a 
little, interrupts that calmness of mind, serenity 
of soul, and consciousness of the presence of 
God, I wish every moment to retain ; and which 
always sweetly solemnizes the spirit. 

May 4. I am in general kept ^vaiting, as those 
that watch for the morning, for the appearing 
of my God, in that full display of his goodness, 
which he has promised. As yet, my hopes are 
disappointed ; but I am thankful I have n6t been 
permitted to cast away my confidence. I still 
believe, that ^^ he that shall come, will come, 
and vnll not tarry.'' I have lately been fiwoured 
with many evident answers to prayer ; my e(x- 
tremity has been the opportunity for Divine 
mercy to interpose, and often very remarkably 
to disappoint my fears. In secret prayer, the 
Lord frequently renews his loving-kindness to 
my soul; but I long to prove these mani«» 
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Testations of Divine lore more transforming. 
With the Psalmist, I may say^ ^^ My soul breaketh 
for the longing it hath'* for full conformity to 
the Divine image, and for power to fill up all my 
time for, and with God. 

27- A time of close Irial from various 

causes. I have been niade to feel, not only the 
emptiness, but the bitterness of persons, places, 
and things. I have been, and still am, in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations. In tlie midst 
of all, I am much drawn to secret prayer, yet 
without any particular returns. All nature seems 
an aching void. O what would the world be to 
me, with all that is admired in it, without tli^ 
sensible enjoyment of my God? A Bochim 
indeed ! But, jiord, do thoit shine gloriously 
from between the cherubim, into my soul ;— 'then 
all creation smiles, and every ohject wears a 
delightful aspect. For some time past, my 
opportunities for doing good have been abun- 
dantly inqreased ; and with eagerness of desire 
1 have embraced them, and felt in my element 
when so employed. 

June 22. Since my last date, the tide of 
temptation has run as high f^ ever I experienced 
it since I knew the Lord. It was, indeed, high 
water ; but it did not continue very long ; neither 
had I any remarkable deliverance, — the flood 
abated by degrees. O for a full rest from the 
days of adversity ; such, at least, as this state 
admits, and which the word of God authorises 
me to expect. Daily, I am alternately tossed 

D4 
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between hope and fear^ expectotion and disap- 
pointment. I wade through the mire of per- 
plexity and uncertainty^ but still my trust is in 
the Lord. O my God^ make me strong in faith. 
July 26. It has now been for weeks a time of 
almost constant inward sufifering, arising chiefly 
from keen unsatisfied desires after God. I cannot 
easily express what has been endured. Yet many, 
opportunities to act for God have been afforded ; 
most of which have been cheerfully embraced. 
Strong desure after secret prayer lias also been 
allowed me; yet not followed with any remark- 
able answers. I have struggled hard at a throne of 
grace^ to trust in the Lord, in spite of eveiy temp- 
tation^ and have often found it good to do so. For 
some days past, my heart has felt ready to break 
with anguish of spirit, from perceiving a want 
of conformity to God, and from a desire to glorify 
him. Lately, my desires for this have been so 
intense, that I have been sometimes tempted to 
think they came from an enemy; because they 
robbed me of present enjoyment, and sometimes 
degenerated into impatience. Within these few 
^days, the Lord has condescended to shew me 
wherein I err, and thereby suffer loss. He gives 
me to see that these desires come from himself; 
but that they must be kept so far within proper 
limits, as not to prevent my sense of, and gratitude 
for, what he has already doue for me ; and that 
pne way to express this gratitude is, by a proper 
enjoyment of what he has imparted, and a calm 
waiting upon him by faith for what he has 
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promised^ and will in his own time perform* In 
repeatedly attempting this, I have found an in- 
stantaneous change in my soul for the better. 

August 18. For some days after my last date, 
I enjoyed such a degree of freedom from painful 
temptations, as made me fear a state of insen- 
sibility. I prayed to the Lord, and h^ increased 
my comfort. Some weeks ago, I met with a 
trial, the last and least expected. At first^ I felt 
as if thunderstruck; but soon recovered from 
this, and then surk into a degree of supineness 
which alarmed me. I had, from the first, given 
it up to the Lord ; entreating that his will might 
be done In this affair, and that the issue mieht 
terminajte to his glory and my good. He afforded 
me no particular light, bu( kept me looking to, 
and depending, on himself for direction; and has 
given me for some time an increase of love. 
Jesus has jbe^ near, an(^ preoioqs; and ^the 
enemy is in sppe miqasure, chained^ vp* ,1 have 
thought^ perhaps, this ,iinexpected,'^yent may 
be one step toward^, the. accomplishnaent of the 
promises, though I do not see how it can i but I 
remejaib^ the Lord has said,, ^^ He. will bring the 
blindJ>s^Vway they know noti" My /scpl, th^re- 
fore»:,iv^ts ;ppon the Lordj disposed tp. st^d 
still,. 9^fe^bis salvation- ' thath^ m^^^make 
aplain mtlv for my feet, with rj^^)^^ ti^ this 
trial. 4; ^ead mistaking; hi^ ¥i^ill. ^^e^ bath pro- 
mised :jtOrbp, my couDsellor. ..il^rd, Iiq it io.thy 
bandiitti4.as: ttou hW , ! ;i,J;. :,. 

.^J...'Piro»jgh: mercy^-J. ^awe .eqjpyed 
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tr^ni^uillity of mind in general for some time« 
I have felt not only alive to eternal tbings^ but 
comfortably so ; with some power to lie passive 
in the hands of the Lord^ and to pour out my 
soul with frequency and fervour at a throne of 
grace, which is my resource in all situations^ 
A dawn of light, pointing out the path of duty, 
respecting the trial formerly mentioned, begins 
to arise ; and brings comfort and gratitude along 
with it. I cannot easily express the sweet and 
ardent desire that fills my soul, for power and 
opportunity to glorify God by active service. 
I envy those who are thus highly favoured, and 
watch as those who wait for the moming light, 
for tliQ time when I also shall be permitted to 
throw in my mite, for the support of that best of 
alt causes^ Rbligion. Lord, hasten the happy 
tim^. ^ 

September 4. Hie Lord enabled me to be 
earnest in prayer, for support and comfort under 
trials — to be brought out of them in his own good 
iime — and to avert those which I dreaded : and 
nou;> he enabtes me to mtness for him, that he 
ts the hearer of prayer. He has in mercy literally 
answered my petitions. He ba» reotioved en- 
tirely the heavy trial mentioned above, which so 
perpi^ed me; and has also filled me wMlhgrk^ 
titude for \xrsi' goodness^ In disappoialilig my 
fears. The Lord' ^ts pectiKi^rty graeieiis td-rae 
last Sabbath. He> in flrii itAcofnitten* o^wner, 
strengthened m^'body,'abd^ lefieshed my i^ouK 
While at the table^ the Lord Jesusj, ihiennmster 



BARCY) LABY MAXWELL. 59 

of the feast^ drew so very nigh, that faith seemed 
swallowed up in enjoyment. I was lost in wonder, 
love, and praise ; and was permitted, like John, 
to lean my weary head on the bosom of the Sa^ 
viour. He gave me sweet liberty to make all my 
wants known to him ; my hopes, my fears> my 
desires. It was a time to be remembered* O 
Ihat I may never forget it, but be enabled to 
improve to the utmost, this gracious visitation » 
Jesus has abode with me ever since* He carried, 
me through difficulties the same day; andliext, 
morning I needed his presence much, being 
visited with severe bodily pain ; my-^Beloved was 
near, and this sweetens every dispensation. O 
my God, now carry on the work rapidly, and 
fulfil the desires of n>y heart. 

21. Through the abounding mercy of 

my God, I am still enabled lo hold fast whut 
was bestowed on the 4th instant, though it haa 
been, at times> as if through fire and water* 
Jesus is still near, and dear to the eye of my 
faith. O that be may never more depart. My 
soul is, more than usual, atbirslfgMr salvation. For 
many montha, my strongest desires, and greatest 
expectations, were for a larger circle of action ; 
these last still continue, but now^ with the ad^ 
dition of the ferroen I sweetly pant to prove 
the utmost extent of Ghrtst^s kingly power in 
' my, heart. I have mucb cause to praise him fer 
many blesategs, both temporal and apiri(oa]« ^1 
see bis graetoua band at work for me. in mmiy^ 
^Dg8> wlneb eaUs forth my gcaliludey and- ii^ 
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creases my trust in him ; but till he^has deliveVed 
me from all my foes^ . there will be partial depar-* 
tures from him^ and a deficiency in every grace ; 
nor shall I be able to make him suitable returns. 
October 5. I have much cause to say^ truly 
God is good to the soul that seeks him. He still 
enables me to hold fast what he bestowed the 4th 
of last month ; and has lately increased it. Last 
Sunday evenings in the chapel^ God was pecu- 
liarly present ; sweetly solemnized my mind, and 
increased my communion with himself: and on 
Monday, though necessarily employed in worldly 
matters, he kept me in the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of what he had bestowed. In the evening, 
when engaged in secret prayer, God was very 
gracious ', my " feelings were uncommon : It 
seemed as if the JUord was about to, work a 
greatar work in my soul than ever ; but in that 
moment, the adversary so furiously assaulted 
me, that I seemed driven back from (be very 
port of blis6< ToHlay, I enjoy calm peace and 
.inward liberty. Prayer is my re^urce on all 
occasions; and truly, I experience it an un- 
apedkEable privilege. • My God permits me to 
bring all my aifiurs, both great and small, to 
bimself; and condescends to bear and answer 
my petitions. I hope I am learning more gospd 
simpUc}|y, and am taught to look for aU I want 
by falthi For many month^i my whole soul has 
been thirsting after a larger sphere of action,; 
agreeably to the pron(iiaes of a faitt^ful God. For 
thode few last weeks, I bave been led to plead 
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earnestly for more holiness. Lord, gi?e both, 
that I may praise thee. This evening again, in 
secret prayer^ my gracious Saviour gave me so 
muc^ of his delightful presence^ as seemed tp 
supersede the medium of faith ; it felt as if lost 
in fruition ; I was ready • with Peter to say, '^ It 
is good to be here.'' The store-house of Diviue 
mercy appeared open to me, yet I had not power 
to lay hold on all I wanted and desired. It 
seemed rather a time of et^'oymentj than of 
wrestling. Lord, teach me how to improve to 
the utmost these seasons of love, 

8« This has been a precious day; unui> 

terable sweetness has been diffused through my 

ft 

sou]. I have been permitted to behold the face 
of my gracious Saviour, and to enjoy communion 
with my God and father. Yesterday, my per-« 
ception of Divine objects- was not so clear ; this 
was painful, as I feared it prognosticated the re- 
moval of my comfort, and an overshadowing of 
my delightful prospect ; but to-day my God, who 
is rich in mercy^ scattered the rising clouds. The 
Sun of Righteousness^ by the brightness of his 
shining, dispelled the dreaded gloom, and dissi- 
pated whatever threatened to intervene and 
obscure my heavenly light. 1 have been enabled 
to plead for holiness, ^r every blessing Christ 
has purchased, and for the witiiess and the fruit 
of die Spirit. Come^ O my God^ in fUL thy. 
fulness come !*' 

« " 
We must here pause for a moineh^i^n t6 
inkrodace to the r^er> the aoiiableaiK} afliieled 
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Lady Hope. In the antumn of this year, she 
removed to Bristol Hot Weils : h^r health was 
now rapidly declining, and it became painfully 
evident to her affectionate friends, that the time 
of her departure was at hand. By this affliction, 
all the tender syrtipathies of Lady M — 's heart 
were excited; and with a solicitude truly ma- 
ternal, she endeavoured, by consolatory epistles 
and. fervent prayers, so to fortify the mind of her 
" Dear Daughter," that she might be enabled 
with Christian confidence to enter the ** valley 
of the shadow of death.'* The following letter*, 
which it is believed were the last she ever wrote 
to the dying saint^ will be read with interest- 



LETTER XXXIX. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Co(tteSj October 26, 1785«^ 
^^Qrace^ merey, and peace be multiplied" te 
.my dear daughter, more abandantly, in her pre-* 
.«ent distressing situation. I heard wjlh surprise^ 
from Lady G — , of your being much worse by the 
journey to Bristol, I fear the pain of parting 
iwith a deav £riend has made tUugs worse than 
ih(^ would. otherwise have been.. I woukL have 
written sooner^ to express my maternail sympathy 
with^ and awdety about you,; but that I fearec^ 
frona the account I had^ it mightbe impropes. 
This, kowever, did tkot prevent^ but double my 
i«tt^li^<^n^.to^4heuseof tbose means' whereby i 
thatigbt I Qouid GooiSt e^sfilltiaUy s^rve you 'y buit 
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as Lady G — , who was with me yesterday, read 
me part of a letter written with your own hand, 
I thought I would venture a few lines. 

It affords me comfort to think, that you have 
such a good woman about you as Mrs. S — ; 
and I felt my heart cleave to your amiable 
brother, Mr. John, for his kind attention to you. 
Lady G — , for my satisfaction, was so good as to 
read a part of his letter to her> wherein he speaks 
of finding you better than he expected ; Chough I 
fear the best account that can be given, of the 
present state of your health, is not what your 
friends would wish. But, my dearest daughter, I 
rejoice that you are in the hands of Him who 
loves you infinitely better than 1, or any earthly 
friend, can do ; who will make all your bed in your 
sickness, and smooth the pillow of disease ; and 
who, I trust, will sweeten this bitter cup with a 
comfdrtable sense of hfs love. O that fie may, 
in the absence of rriations and Christian friends, 
make up your every want ; disperse every cloud ; 
scatter all your fears; wipe away every tear^ 
enable you to lean your weary head, by fiiJth, 
upon his bosom 5 and give you liberty to pour 
all your complaints there. O that you may, more 
than ever, taste salva4ion in the name of Jesui : 
that/dear name, whidi 

. *^ GhftrQ3» our fears, aad bids our sinrrows cease.*' . 

' May' y^^ prove the sovevagn efficacy, of hb pre* 
'cttiis U6od> Hi cleansing yett from all riAy'.aiki in 
fillki^yoU witfi IKUi^ poa^ ttiid)iie«ven]^ ]ttM^ 
quillity of mind. May be chain up the adversary 
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of your sou], and give yoy peace in all, your 
borders ; and, with unbroken resignation^ enable 
you to acquiesce in all his blessed will concerning 
you. All these great things your dear Lord can 
easily work in your soul: if be but speak the 
word, the work shall be done; nay, one loqk 
from him can effect it. O what a comfortable 
view of things is this, when we feel oui-selvas 
poor and weak, as helpless infancy, and can do 
nothing. The Lord give you to .experience it 
fully. 

How willingly would I endeavour to rendqr 
you evei:y.kind atteution, could a wish convey 
me to your bed-side. Indeed, Lady G — has been 
so^kind, as to beg T would go up with her, sup- 
posing, also, my he^tb might be b^tt^red by it f 
but I fear it would not answer. The season is 
now far advanced, ajsd set in very cold.; and I 
do not see bow I could Fetui:n alone, and I could 
nofc tarry all winter. You may belieye what com-" 
fort it would give me, to see you once mpre.in 
the land of the living. 

Lady G — is wonderf<;iliy well ; and how kinci 
has the Lord been^to her,- in delivf ripg her so 
quickly from that, lo^d of difficult , bifsipess that 
B^*-^:hasi caused her 90 Iwgtf and at such a critical 
time. Truly, our God is good to the soul that 
trusts in him. She proposes to leave this soon ; 
it is a comfort to me that she U to be with you. 
I r^ceired 10/. from h^» for the school, f^d poop ; 
your 'iMitentioa ifi.great« Bat; I 4i|n: afraid. I am 
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To the ever watchful care of the Shepherd 
of Israel^ who ueither slambers nor sleeps, I 
commit my dearest daughter, and remain her 
truly affectionate parent in the Lord, D. M. 



LETTER XL. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

CoateSy November 7, 1785. 

1 sent my dear Lady H — a few lines by post 
some days ago, and hope the fatigue of reading 
them has not hurt her. Trusting that this is the 
case, I take the opportunity of our dear friend's 
going to you, to write again. I am happy to think 
she goes so soon ; if it is the Lord's will, I hope 
you will have a comfortable winter together, so far 
as weakness and many complaints of body on 
both sides will permit. 

I hope the Lord keeps you, as in the hollow 
of his hand, and covers you^* defenceless head 
from the fierce attacks of the enemy, in your 
weak state. He in mercy often stays his rough 
wind, in the day of his east wind, knowing what 
poor, weak, helpless creatures we are, and how 
little we can bear. He is a God who delig^teth in 
mercy, and has no pleasure in the distress of his 
people. When he afflicts them at any time, it 
is to answer some great purpose; and while he 
chastises with the one hand, he supports with 
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the other; and in general, on these occasions^ 
his consolations arc neither few^ nor small. I 
trust my dear daughter finds the best wine has 
been kept to the last. O that the heavenly 
attraction maybe strong, so as to raise her 
superior to painful feelings, and to deliver her 
from that anxiety which brings weakness upon 
the souL Believing views of Jesus, and of the 
infinite merit of his sufierings, are a ground pf 
much solid comfort to the distressed Chrfstian. 
With what holy boldness n>ay these be pleaded 
at a throne of grace, and with much acceptance, 
even when the soul, to its own apprehension, is 
all darkness, confusion, and fear ; pressed down 
with manifold temptations. This is a foundation 
that cannot be sapped, that standeth ever strong, 
immoveably fixed in God. On this Rock of Ages 
my dear daughter is built ; therefore, praises at 
all times, and in every situation, should her glad 
tongue employ. Behold your God, and be strong. 
He lays the foundation of your hope and trust, 
in oathsy in promises, in blood. Surely, then, you 
should stand firm as the beaten anvil to the 
stroke. What should discourage you ? Or why, 
with vexing thoughts at any time, should your 
soul be disquieted ? With a holy fortitude, you 
may look forward to death, judgement, and eter- 
nity. Though weak and poor in yourself, yet in 
virtue of your union with the Lord Jesus, you 
may grasp Omnipotence, «nd call it your own. 
^^ Who can lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect ?" Jesus, your surety, hath answered all 
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the dematids that law and justice had against 
you : fly, then, to your strong hold ill the day 
of trouble, and you may defy all the powers of 
earth and hell. 

, The sacrament was given in Edinburgh last 
Sunday, in our church. Mr. Randal preached a 
most delightful sermon upon the love of Jesus to 
his church, ^' Who loved his church , and gave Aim- 
selftov it." I was very poorly in body, but tasted 
his love in toy soul. On Monday, I was not so 
well as to be able to go abroad ; but my Jesus, 
on the last day of the feast, gave me my portion 
at home. How tenderly does he deal with his 
people ! 

Miss N — '" — ■ is just come from B , and 

tells me Lady C. E. is a good deal better ; her 
pulse come down to 76> and her pain much 
abated; and suffers with a sweet spirit. May 
Jeeus make himself fully known to her, and 
comfort her in the time of trouble. Mrs. H — 
and family are pretty well. But Lady G — will 
give you all particulars 5 therefore, I need not take 
up your time and strength. Many thanks for 
your kind attention in sending Mrs. Fletcher's 
Letters, &c. &c. She has indeed suffered a great 
loss in the death of such a husband ; but he has 
been highly favoured in his last conflict. Happy 
those who are safely landed. Lady G — insisted 
upon paying for the small books, though I told her 
you had desired I should. So that I have JBl 5s. 
of your money; say to what use it should be put. 

I fear the length of this ; do read but a little 
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of it at once. May goodness and mercy follow 
my dear daughter all her days; a large pro- 
portion of Divine love be mixed in every, cup, 
so as to conquer every fear ; and at last may she 
enter the harbour of peace and endless bliss, in 
the full triumph of faith. So prays her very 
affectionate friend in Jesus, D. M/' 



The affliction and death of friends appear to 
have excited the following seasonable and solemn 
reflections. 

" November 17. O, time, swift of wing, how 
rapid is thy flight ! Blessed be God, who has 
taught me to pierce beyond an hour* Yet what 
cause have I to mourn that I have, not more fully 
improved that important talent. Where, Lord, lies 
the defect ? I can appeal to thee, O thou searcher 
of hearts, that it is my coju^tant desire to fill 
up every moment with something valuable. I 
fear I too much overlook the present^ in expec- 
tation of something more favourable in future. 
The awful blanks of time ai'e many. How many 
are numbered with the dead during last week! 
even among those I knew, either by character 
or personal acquaintance. But for the joyful 
prospect of a happy eternity, the mutability of 
all created good would spread around our world 
a black and impenetrable cloud. Blessed b^ God, 
thoilgh all here are shadows, all beyond the grave 
16 ever-during substance." 

One extract more shall closethis yean . 
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''December 31. I was much disposed this day 
to spend my time with God, to consider my ways, 
and meditate on the time that is past; met 
with interruptions, but being for the profit of 
others^ I endeavoured to be satisfied. I asked a 
token for good, in the end of this year as in the 
former one, and my gracious God condescended 
to give it. How many are my mercies ; this last 
year, they have been great. My communion 
with the Father and the Son has been uncom- 
monly sweet and near; aiid since the 4th of 
September, almost uninterrupted. In temporal 
things, also, the hand of my God has been very 
visible. He has also given me much bodily health, 
and when deprived of the means of grace through 
indisposition, he kept my soul as a watered 
garden ; and gave me, in prayer and meditation, 
delightful enjoyment of himself. Lately, also, 
my God has opened" an unexpected door for use- 
fulness. Surely, I bend under a load of mercies, 
spiritual and temporal : O for a more grateful 
heart. How shall I sufficiently praise my God 
and Saviour. Come, Lord, and assist me to 
prdse thee in higher strains than ever. O come, 
and accomplish in me thy promises, and all my 
powers shall be greatly enlarged." 
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1786. 



Death of the Ladies Hope and Gknorthy — Ladtf 
Maxwell appointed Executrix of the latter — visits 
England — meets with the Rev. Alexander Mather 
-—character of — correspondence with him-^and the 
Rev. C* Atmore, 



This was an eventful and memorable year in 
the life of Lfidy Maxwell. That sacred bond of 
union, which nothing in life had been able to 
dissever, was at once broken up by the irresistir 
ble and unrelenting arm of death. On the first 
of January, I^ady Henrietta Hope bid adieu to all 
the pains and disquietudes of mortality, and 
entered into life. She had long languished under 
.an enfeebled body, and had been called to endure ' 
a complication of afflictions. While these, sanc- 
tified as they were by^ grace, naturally induced 
her to trim her lamp^ and to wait, in an expec-^ 
taut attitude, the coming of her Lord ; they also 
tended, to prepare her friends for the painful 
bereavement. Lady Glenorchy was with her at 
Bath ; a dose arid unwearied attendant. It was 
her honourable employment to watch over the 
|ast lingering moments of the dying saint, to 
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sooth the bed of deaths and to witness the flight 
of her redeemed and triumphant spirit. 

" But after every medical exertion had proved 
ineffectual, and the medicinal virtue of the wells 
yielding no relief, she meekly rendered up her 
ransomed soul into the hands of her Redeemer. 
Thus died Lady Henrietta Hope, more full of 
honour than of days, leaving behind her a fair 
copy of every thing praiseworthy and of good 
report. A considerable part of her property she 
left for piouH and charitable purposes."* 

Though Lady Maxwell could not but rejoice 
to hear that the object of her affectiopate solici- 
tude had conquered her last enemy, and entered 
into the joy of her Lord ; the pang at parting 
appears to have been acute. This is inferred 
from her expressive silence. During this season 
of suffering, she did not venture to record her 
emotion^.. There is a chasm in her Diary of 
three weeks ; a rare case ; and when she resumed 
her pen, she did not even notice the painful oc- 
currence. On some occasions, probably, she 
found that the only way to avoid , excessive and 
inordinate sorrow, was ; by laying, a powerful re- 
straint upon herself, to keep the cause of her 
distress, as much as possible, absent from her 
mind. It has been a matter of surpriae to her 
most intimate friends, that she. should so care-* 
fully shun iall conversation relative to the pirema- 



* GibboB^B Memoirs of wninentSy [NOUS Women, vol. IL 
•p. 260. '. ., . 
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turc loss of her husband and child ; but she 
appears to have been influenced by the above 
reason- To her friend. Miss Ritchie, who had 
requested from her atl account of the means 
by which the Lord brofght her to himself, she 
replied, *^ You ask me w give you the particulars 
of my awakenings and conversion ; and how, 
since, the work of sanctification has been carried 
on ? To give you a minute detail of this, would 
carry me beyond the limits of a letter, and lead 
me to do violence to my temper and feelings; 
the former by nature shy, and in this respect not 
entirely conquered by grace ; the latter keefi 
and tender; easily wounded by recalling past 
scenes of woe, when indeed they were tried to 
the uttermost/* To the request of her friend 
she could not, however, remain entirely silent ; 
and therefore proceeded in her usual laconic 
way on this subject : — " Suffice it to say, I was 
chosen in the furnace of affliction. The Lord 
gave me all I desired in this world, then took 
all from me ; but immediately afterwards, sweetly 
drew me to himself.'* That Lady Maxweiru 
feelings were exquisite on the present occasion, 
will be no cause of surprise. While religion 
moderates and refines the sensibilities of our 
nature, it, at the same time, imparts a suscepti* 
bility which can only be felt by those, who are 
the sulgects of itis influence. She was deprived 
of her nearest and dearest earthly friend ; one 
for whom^ she had entertained the most cordial 
and unmixed esteem ; for whose spiritual and 

3 
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*^tfernal welfare she had exerted her utmost ener*^ 
gies J and one, tvho had ever been most ready to 
^cter with her, iirto eVery measure calculated to 
meliorate the moral condition of man. They 
had for years Walked to rae*h6use of God in com- 
pany j one in sentiment, 'and one in heart : 



■Ci 



-u.Nor leaned ought, 



In public sentence j of in private tbougbi. ** 

Now, they were separated for a season ; the one 
to enjoy her full reward ; while the other re- 
mained a few years longer, to witness (he power 
of Divine grace; and to prosecute, with un-r 
deviating fidelity, that important work, which the 
great Head of the church had in reserve for hen 
On resuming "her pen «he Wrote as follows, 

"January 21. For these last three weeks, I 
have expected greater things than it has pleased 
my God to bestow. He is good ; supremely 
good vvlien "he gives, nor less so when he with- 
holdis. But I dare not say tliat lie has 'withheld 
altogether, fte has, in mercy, favoured me with 
several stveet^ though short visits, since the iSrst 
of the month. I have, indeed, had some ext}ui* 
sitely painful moments, and felt ready to sink 
beneath the pressure,; but by trusting in-a faitb- 
ful God, he soon raised me up, and lias restored 
an intense thirst for all the mind that was in 
Christ. He has given me^a desire equally ardent 
for power to bring forth much fruit, even aa 
hundred fold; ^tul in tender mergy has granted 
*TTe to see, where! least expected any, sotoe good 

Vol. U. f £ 
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effects. of my labour,. He decs, indeed, enable 
me to strengthen ^id comfort his own children: : 
to him be all the glory. Lord, let a little one 
become as a thousand : nothing is too hard for 
thee. But what I now principally desire to 
see, is the conversion of sinners. .0, my God! 
give me many clear, decided proofs of this^ many 
witnesses for thee, brought out of darkne&s into 
thy marvellous light. O put energy into the 
words I speak, the letters I write, the prayers I 
offer, for, and with others! and do not suffer me 
to xemain in the wofld comparatively useless : 
while, at the same time, my heart burns with 
desire to glorify thee in eveiy possible way; and 
while I am encouraged to expect much from thy 
. own faithful word of promise. Come, Lord, O 
come quickly, and do as thou hast said.*' 

When her Ladyship wrote the above, she ap- 
j^ears to have attained her former tranquillity : 
but scarcely were the wounds healed, and the 
tears wiped from the cheek, occasioned by the 
departure of Lady Hope, before Lady Maxwell 
was again called to the work, of sacrifice. 

<' WbeB«OTOi(:< c<i»e9,Abey jeome oot siogl« spies, 
. .But in battalionif." 

So, at least, it proved in the present instance, 
iiady Glenorchy, the next illustrious individual 
in this threefbld union of private friendship, and 
of public worth, ^^ full of plans for the glory of 
:<3od, and good of men, and busy in the prosecu- 
vtioa of them, returned from' Bath to Edinburgh 



"ill the beginning of this suniftier. Her friends 
observed, with concern, her declining state of 
-health, . She spoke much to them of death, anrf 
of her p^ersuasion, that, to her, it was near; 
and uniformly exjpressed her satisfaction and joy 
^t the prospect, Religioo, in her, was not the 
production of gloom, either during the progress 
<{f life, or in the ^nefar views of its termination. 
Almost her last words were, *^ If this be dyings 
Ht is the easiest thing'^imaginabte." Dis<6ase.pre- 
vailed-^s^and not many honrs afterwards she ex- 
pired, in-the 44th year of her age, iat the hourfe 
Of the Courftess of Sutherland, on Monday, tht 
17th of July, 1786. Of hear m^y1>e said in truth, 
what with equal propriety can ^ot be said of 
every departed Christian, ** Her path was as the 
shining ll^ht, whfch shinfeth more find more to 
the perfect ^ay / " * 

On this indancholy occasion. Lady MaxweH 
ventured to record her feelings ; and id doing 
this, coald not avoid glancing at her former los?. 
On the 21st of this months four days after thiB 
demise of her friend, she ^expressed herself in 
the following manner. *^ I. have met with* a 
severe> and most unexpected trial, in the death 
of a dear Christian friend. How mysterious are 
the ways of God ? But we know the Judge at 
the whole earth must do right. Silence, therc- 
•fore, becomes his creatures^ under the darkest 



^ GibboB's Mem. &c. Vol. II. p. 2n. 
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and most painful dispensations. In mind and 
tody, for the last few days, I have been dis- 
tressed ; and at times, overwhelmed with grief 
And astonishment : — i 

"** Every sorrow cuts a string", 
jAmd urges us to rise.** 

Yet nothing but sin need hinder my heavenly 
progress. O that my God would now come, and 
-absorb my will in his. May he give victory over 
every spiritual foe, that I may enjoy a peaceful 
habitation in my own soul ; and derive every 
possible improvement from this bereavement. I 
have now, within these seven months^ lost two 
invaluable Christian friends. O to get nearer to 
the /ountaitif now the streams are cut off. I 
brieve, that two years ago, the Lord gave me 
-warning of what has now occurred. The death 
of these two friends, is in some measure expla- 
natory of my experience at that time; but I 
expect far greater things, than have as yet hap- 
pened, to make it fully clear to me. At present^ 
I would stand still, and see the Lord bringing 
about his own purposes, and fulfilling to me his 
own promises. I wish to be much in prayer ; I 
greatly need it. The prayer of faith *^ shuts or 
opens heaven." Come, Lord, and fully turn my 
captivity." 

The solemn and affecting events thus brought 
under review, are admirably calculated to teach 
many important and useful lessons : it would 
indeed be well, if the living would lay them to 
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heart. But, though there are few reflectioM 
more trite, or more readily admitted, than, that 
Kfe is uncertain, and must shortly terminate ;-*« 
that the most delicious sweets of earthly friend- 
ship are exceedingly evanescent ;— that all human, 
greatness 

♦* ■ is like a circle in the watery 

Which nev«r ceaseth to enlarge itself, 
Till, by broad spreading, it disperse to nought.*^ 

Yet, alas ! how feeble the influence which these 
truths appear to have, on the actual doings of 
men in general. This is greatly to foe lamented. 
It is thus for want of practically observing, what 
IS generally known and acknowledged, that the 
tvorld is ruined. The pious Christian, it is sin- 
cerely hoped, will not overlook or readily forget, 
one partfcular, which claims his attention ; — the 
ardent and steady affection exercised by these 
excellent -females towards each other. This 
affection, as we have seen, had to struggle with 
difficulties; yet it rose superior to them. Though* 
these twa ladies differed in sentiment on some^ 
important points in theology; though these sen- 
timents^ at times, led to some collision, in their 
endeavours to do good ; yet, being fully con- • 
vinced that they were both seeking to attain the 
same grand object, difference of sentiment could 
not resist the claims of mutual esteem ; or di- 
minish from the unfettered exercise of that love - 
which thinketh no evil. On the contrary, these- 
firm friends, with Lady Hope, as their endeai-cd,-- 

E.3 
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compamon^ throughout the whole oi their reliv 
gious course^ exeaii)lified to the churchy aud to. 
the worlds, the Tall force of religious principle ; 
in cemeoting the genuine mcmbera^ of Christ's- 
mystical body in an indissoluble union ; and^ held 
up an exatngle, of pur-e and disinterested aflfec- 
tton^ worthy the imitation of the whole religious^ 
world. 

Lady Maxwell never yielded to the reveries of 
ungoverned fancy^nor was she the creature of 
wild and Undefined impressionrs :: cm the con* 
trary^ she ever, diligently sought to Icnow the 
will of God». by, the ligitimate use of every means^ 
of gcace afforded her ; aud iu cases. of perplexity^ 
aud uncertainty, she stood still, and* gave herself 
to prayer. But in the course of the last two 
^ears especially, she had experienced such ai^ 
intensity, of desire for the prosperitjr of Sion^ 
and had receired, i|i ^swer, to prayer,, so many 
powerful and peculiar application.s of Scripture 
prpnaises^Jn reference to this^subj^t y as led her 
firmly to believe, . that God was about to enlarge 
her borders y and to employ her in a more exr 
tended field of usefulness. She knew not the 
way, in which this should be effected ; frequently, 
observed, that ^^ihe aspect of Providence seemed; 
to contradict the promises ;.'' yet she could not 
be tempted to relinquish her hold of these pro- 
mises;, and now it was about to be done to her,, 
according to her ffuth. The cold calculators,, on 
what is called a ratipnal religion, which goes tch 
eiiQliid^. all iipmediate opei;atiQn^ of the Sj^ipk 
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from the heart", may find some difl9culty in ac- 
connting for it, but it is a fact which cannot he 
contradicted : Lady Maxwcl! had long a per- 
.suasion, which in her mind, had all the influence 
of an absolute certainty, that God had i$ome 
great work for her to perform, though no inti* 
matioDS of Providctice appeared to authorise 
9uch a persuasion. By the Will of Lady Gleuorchy 
this prophetic impression recdvedits full acconi-^ 
plisbment ; and what even to Lady M — had ap- 
peared . raysterious, was thus clearly explained. 
She Wfts, as before intimated, constituted the 
doto executrix; of her decfeased frifend j appointed 
^Stkt principal superintendant and manageir of her 
nunierous chapels, both in England and Scotland; 
and became thus invested with the disposal of 
uoportftnt funds, for other religious and charitr 
tb\e purposes. What were the precise powers. 
With which her Ladyship was enthisted, is not 
known to the editor; but they appear to have 
been extensive, and almost unlimitedi The fol- 
lowing extract developes her views and feelings 
on thi» interesting occasion. 

*' July 28. Since the 25th, the Lord hath dealt 
wonderfully with ihe. 6y the death of the dear 
friend mentioned above, atid by the over-ruling 
providence df Him, who is the great' Disposer of 
all events^ an increase of fortune has devolved, 
upon me. This, through the grace and strength 
of the Most High, I firmly purpose to use for- 
the promotion of his glory ; by endeavouring to 
promote to the utmost, his cause and kingdom 

E4 
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in the worlds This is agreeable to the desire oT 
my deceased friend^ and consonaut to her pracr 
tice, while it remained m her own possession t 
it also accords with the whole bent, of my own 
soul, and with the will of that gracious God, who 
has,, for these purposes, entnisted me with it*. 
With these views,. I. have this day attempted to 
make a solemn dedication of myself to him ; 
with all that he has now^. and formerly given met, 
or mjay yet give me y. earnestly imploring, that he 
would afford nie light to discover bis will,; io all 
things necessary for me to know $ fod; power and 
inclination constantly to eomply with it :r— also^ 
much, veiy much of the wisdom of the serpenty 
with a large proportion of the harmles^pess of the 
dove,, happily blended | so as to enable me tam^ur- 
age all my affairs with discretion, that in nothing: 
the gospel may be- blamed ;— *that I may besides, 
be faithful to him, who hath appointed me i 
rising superior to the smiles^^or frowns of mortals* 
Thus, my God, I have f^aip given myself to 
thee:.— Jet me never live to draw the impious 
breath that would retract the. deed; but may I^, 
to the latest moment prove, the happy effects of 
this^ and many former self-dedications. The 
greatest satisfaction' I feel from this bountiful 
dispensation, is, its coming to me> so evUtenily^ 
so strongly marked with the JHvine signature*. 
This was evident, not only by the powerful im- 
pression made on my mind by the Spirit of God,, 
as if he had said ^^ this comes from me," at the 
very nioment the first intimation of it was given. 
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by man 5 but, also, by its being so very explanatoiy 
of God's desdings with me, for the last two* years. 
What has beien very mysterious to me, is nota ^ 
fttlfy explained. For some days, the Ijord has-- 
been leading me to review my^ spiritual expe- 
rience, fdr a number of year*; in which I have • 
been enabled* to trace so clearly, the wisdom, 
the beauty, the propriety, and the goodness of his 
dispensations, both of providence and grace, as 
fills me with wonder and gratitude; and pro- 
duces in me a«dcep and powerful conviction- of 
hts faithfulaess^. Language entirely fails me, 
when I would express my sense of obligation. 
O that I may ever retain this equally strong. 
And now, Lord,:, what can thy handmaid say 
more ?, O^may^my future life speak thy praise. 
Aud,> do thou.eome, and accomplish the pro- 
mises given foK the prosperity of my soul ; then 
shall it be as a watered garden." 

On the 5th of August, LadyM — wrote as 
foUows : — *' Many difficulties have occurred con- 
nected with the important business committed- 
to me ; but I feel encouraged to go on in the 
strength of tlieLord ; believing, that as the whole 
matter originated with himself, he will bring me 
through* all), in a proper manner. Indeed, he tV 
bringing me, step by step, ttirough these diffi- 
culties; and Inow see, and conclude, without* 
a doubt^. that this i» the great blessing promised* 
me in general^ at his own table, in May, 1784.^ 
This is that active sphere, in his oau)se, which he' 
p^mised tne years ago ; but, for> which, he en^ 

E 5 



8ir THE t:twa <xr 

abled m6 firmly to bdiever at tbe tii&e allu^d' 
to above* Since then^. through what a variety 
of painful exercises of mind^ have L past ; but- 
xny faHhful God has at last brought matters tp a 
crisis J yet> alas!' it is by the loss* of a deap. 
Christian friend. I am kept erying to the ho^ 
for wisdom^ direction,, and Tif^t*. He affordi^ me- 
sweet encouragement to expect all I want;, andf 
he makes his word truly profitable tome. He, 
also gives^. me reason to believe,, that he is car-^ 
i^jng on his work in my, soul. I can almost 
believe,, be has imparted the blessii^ so long; 
sought, perfect love,. The- beginnings are but" 
ismali, and I dare not positively conclude re- 
specting my stale;. but will wait, and expect 
the Lord te sliine upon his work. how gra-r 
cziously has he-dealt with i£ie ! How staalM suffi- 
ciently praise him for hi& faithfulnesfv and. good*r 
ness in every respect!" 

In this spirit Lady Maxwell entered.upon the 
work assigned her ; and witibout loss of time,: 
prepared for a jpurney. to England, ©n the 5th^ 
of September, shp left Edinburgh,, and did not 
return until the I8th of October. She visited most< 
of the places wfaqre Lady Glenorcby's chapels^ 
were situated ;. i^nd' made such arrangenaients, a» 
she deemed best calculated,, by the blessing of 
God,, to secure religious Bn>sf)erity». BerDiaiy 
does not enter into particulars ;, but several dif-« 
Acuities are alluded to,, which beset her path : . 
most of these, however, she was enabled to surr 
mount |. stud pn her return,, devoutly thankedt 



Clod for direetioti and •ssistance. In one respect, 
at kiast, her journey prov&l highly advantageous 
to herself. At York, where her Ladyship tarried 
for some time, she met with the Rev. Alexander 
Mather. '^ Here/* she writes, *^ I enjoyed many 
privileges ; especially, in conversation and social 
prayer with that servant of Jesus Christ, the 
Heir. A. M/* An intimate frieurdship commenced 
between them; and in her subsequent corre- 
spondence with this eminent minister of the 
gospel, she will be found to speak without re- 
serve. Mr.^ Mather was, at this tinie, the super- 
iiit<mdftnt 0f the Wesleyan Society in the above 
citjr;- Tffie following character given of him by 
bis bpethreh in the ministry,, will shew that* 
liady M^— selected her acq\iaintance^rith judge- 
ment, . and knew how to appreciate^ ttue ex- 
cellence. 

^^This venerable man travelled in our con- 
nexion for forty- two years with great success. His^- 
usefulness in the church of God, for a great part 
of that time, both as a father to the preachers, 
and as a steady supporter of all the branches of 
Christian diseipline/was exceedingly great. Very 
numerous were his spiri£ual children, whom he 
instrumentally brought to Jesus Christ and sal- 
vation; but his grand /orftf W6sy the edifying of 
believers, and building up the church of Clirist : 
here he was always at home. He: was, we m^y 
truly say, a blessing to all among whom h& 
sojourned. 

*^His^ afflictions, daring the decline df^lifc^. 
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were extremely^ painful ;. but bis canfidence m^ 
comforts corresponded with his deep and exten- 
sive acquaintance with. the things of God.. The 
Lord had been unusually prof^itious to him^, in 
the natural endowments of .both In^. body and 
mind* He rose every morning at four o'clock^ 
and could labour till nine at. nighty, without ap-- 
parent fatigue>. in duties, whjucti required the 
closest application.. In conversation and debate^ 
he entc^red at oace into the spirit of. the business . 
o;c subject ui hand^^ and could instantly meet an, 
objection with- an appropriate reply. He was a. 
perfect master of all the minntise of the doctrines 
and di3cipline of Methodism., hereby he was 
enabled, from a^principle of duty and conscience,, 
to afford M r.WesIey very, considerable assists^ce 
in the superinteodanc/e of the Societies> His. 
wisdom and experience, his courage and perse-^ 
verance, rendered him an invaluable friend. to 
our connexion^, during some late troubles under, 
which it sufTejred. He was never intimidated; 
through, fear of calumny, , from pursuing- those 
plans which he cojiceived to tend towards the. 
peace and uniqp.ofoui: SpoieJties. His noble soul 
was elevated above the momentary opinion of.a> 
party. . Heloeked only at the interests* and glory 
of the Redeemer's kingdom,., and. waited for, his, 
reward in a, better world.."* 

* Minutes of Conference, Vol. IT. p^ 82. For further 
particttlars relaiirc'io theAfe and labours of this excellent 
man, the reader may consult the Methodist Magazine, for 
tiie 2«». ^"^i iK^li ^*»d fear tht year 1*1, p. IIS^. 
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Lady. Maxwell hesEurd Mr. Mather the night pre- 
Tious to her leaving York, preach in his usual 
laminons manner,, on the impoirtant subject of 
faith. She was ao foi'Ctbly impressed with his^ 
observations,, that, on the following day, she 
wrote to re(|nest him to favour her with an out- 
line of the discourse* The way was thus opened 
fQr an epistcdary interoourse, whichi was con* 
tinued with mutual benefit, until the growing in- 
firmities of age,, on the part of Mr. Mather, ren-^ 
dered it impracticable*. The following letter.s~ 
will conclude this year. 

# ^ 

LETTER XLI. 



TO THE REV. ALEXANDER MATHER.. 

Easingwouldy Oct. 18, 1786.. 
Rev. Sir,. 

The kind attentions y^u have. paid to my best 
interests since I canae to England,, encourage me 
to hope,, that you will not. refuse the request 1. 
now. make, if only your numerous engagements 
will admit of your compttanee. I regret that I did 
not mention it this mornings before 1 left York y 
but necessary attention to pecuniary matters, and 
want of time, caused it to escape me. The favour 
I mean to^ ask. of you is this ;.. that you would 
employ your first leisure moments in thixywing 
togethei^ a few thoughts on the words^ you spoke 
from last' night.. To save you the trouble of muchi 
writing, and that I may have the satisfaction. of 
receiving your communication in the course of a. 
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pOst^ yoQ nfisiy write lis cdBcieely as possible. And 
as yea possess the pcin of a^ rdady scribe^ I bope 
yon will oot find the task imposed^ in the least 
bttrthensome. I fo«ind the stibject suitable to 
my stale, butfroni the causes above mentidiicd, 
was prevented reaping all the benefit 1 desired. 

Accept of my best wishes fof yourself, and those 
you stand most closely unked to by natural ties. 
L pray, that the highest expectations of a fond 
parent,, may be fully answered in your hopeful 
wn. His natursd and acquired abilities afibrd 
you pleasing prospects ; and if, to these, is su- 
' peradded, the grettieft emament of human, 
nature, what can yoH want, to fender your hap- 
piness as complete as it can be expected in thi9 
vale of tears ; except sCill more of the Divine 
image upon your own soul, and yet further 
success in your endeavours to promote the cause 
and kingdom of your Master. 

That you may be thus highly favoured, is the 
desire of, Rev, Sir, your fiiithful, humble servant^ 

D. Maxwell.. 

LfeTTER XLI!. 

TO TBFE REV. JKLBX. MiirrHEIl. 

Bdinlmrghj liecemberl5jA796,' 
R^v« Sir, 

I have been much and necessanly ciccupied,.. 

with temporal cbncems, since my retain home : 

this ha^abrid^d my time for work in vrbieh my 

heai^ >B^ nk)le -^ettg%ed 5 and I have (bus beenv 



presented' retavnkig yon ttiany aofd stnoere ffaank^K 
for tlie sermoiir I find it truly profitable^ and 
derive benefit fromit^. 00 every repeated perusal •. 
It incnlcates a leMon^ Ti^hich it is diffieult to 
learn^ living by-fmtA. All nature opposes tbis : 
^t I am convinoed^ thai I oan only proceed in^ 
tbe Divine life, in propotion as I exercise this- 
heavenly principle.. And- such is the present- 
state of my mind^ that no sermons^ no letters^- 
no bookS) no conrversation are of any use to me, 
nor do I reap any comfort from them, except 
they treat of the Kfc of faith, I have not yet the 
evidence my soul' rc^quires, tha^I am possessed 
ot full'satvaHmt. But the Lord is ' teaching me^ 
many important lessons- necessarily connected^ 
with it. He so condescends to my weakness and' 
ignorance, as i cannot express. He also makes- 
•his word in secret a constant source -of comfort 
and eneour^ement to me. In my pursuit^ of 
perfect lovCj I have oflfeii lately felt^.as if just 
at the port of bliss ; my soul^has been filled with, 
a hope fuH of iih mortality, and I have thought' 
Ike time to favour mo wa^ eome. Yet^ stilly some*- 
thing has prevented me from taking possession of 
the good land :. but Lhepe this will not long ber 
tbeoadd; fey Aielierd^has so moulded my spirit, 
t^at nothing dftir sati^fy^' me, but constant com- 
munion Vi4lb,. mA fuUv' conformity, to my God., 
l^he wbola worlds wkhotit thi», appears to me 
an achiBg^itoid>.a)Wik]6raeds>of shadows.. ( suffer 
Iqeenly ih>aar.tbe. r^ndaiiis >df unbdief. Bo assist 
me to bew tbi&Agag in pibm^: before the I^ord.. 
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U is a great mountain j yet had I faitb, ft troidcF^ 
become a plain before the great Zerubbabel. That 
I should remain so slow oC'^heart to believe^ after 
all the Lord has done for me^ and all the kindness? 
he is daily shewing me^ k truly amazing. I really 
f^el ashamed 5 and yet I cannot help it; You 
say I may^ but I oannot easily b<^lieve this. May 
the Lord shew me where lies the binderance, and 
speedily remove it» 

L should wish for an hour's conversatioa 
every day with you and Mrs.. Mather ; but as- 
that cannot be allowed me^ permit me to ask*^ 
an interest in your prayers : for I can engage 
in nothing with satisfaction^ till tins great matter ^ 
is settled. Bu^ness- is a. burthen to me ; yet I- 
must attend to itj^ as so much is committed to 
rae. I know the Lord has peculiarly called me- 
to itj and will therefoKefit n>e for it; this is to- 
me a constant source of comfort. Without this^ 
conviction, I should sink under the load, con- 
scious of being unequal to the task. 

Accept of my good wishes for the prosperity of 
your own soul^ and for success in the work ta 
which the Lord has called yoi|. I hojie Mrsw 
Mather sees much of the fruit of her labours v 
Remember me kindly to .her,, imd believe, me^. 
Jlev. Sir, your faithful^ humble sefsvant, " 

.: :D* MAX,wBtx... 

P, &. I have, thi^ daypatdriotp the hands >of: 
Mr.Pawson^ 3/. &\ for the purpps^e mentioned^ 
to you when.in Edgland* It isthe widow's mite^ 
I pray it may be blessed» 
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LETTER XLIir. 

TO THE REV. CHARLES ATMORE.* 

Coates^ December 30, 1786- 

Upon recollectijon I do not find. Rev. Sir, that; 
I have any thing material ta add to the particulars 
mentioned to you on Thursday, concerning Mrs* 
Thompson :t but as you expressed a desire to 
have my thoughts on that subj^ect in writing, I 
have thrown together a few hasty ones, 1;>eing 
much circumscribed in point of time. 

I never was in any particular habits of friend* 
6hip with Mrs.T — ; but for some years past being 
connected with her in church felioM'^ship, I had,, 
of course, frequent opportunities of conversing, 
with her. From the knowledge thus obtained, 
I was led to. regard her as a person possessed 
of sterling worth, rather than shining talents : 
as one originally cast in a very amiable mould ; 



* The Rev. C Atmore was, at the period of this date, 
one of .the WedeyoB Ministers, stationed in Edinburgh. 
Having obtained help of God, he continues to this day ;, 
enjoying the estieem of bis brethren, and the affection of. 
thousands, and is at present the Superintendantof the Loq*. 
don East Circuit— 1821. 

f Mrs. Thompson was a pious, steady member of the 
Society, in Edinburgh, for many years. It will be gratify -^ 
ii)g to her surviving friends to see this short sketch oC hier 
cb,aracter by the pen of Lady MajpveU^ 
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of gentle manners; sweet pacific disposition >; 
fiill of benevolence, and good will to all ; rich in 
good works; and of great moral rectitude. I 
am inclined to think,, that her ideas of religion 
in th(* earlier part of life were rather crude 
and iadigested;^, but tbat in more advanced year&^ 
she obtained a clearer view, and more ex- 
perimental knowledge- of some of the leading 
doctrines of Christianity ; such as the fall of man^ 
and his recoveiy by Christ, 

When convinced of her original depravity, and 
the absolute necessity of a Saviour to restore to 
the Divine favour and image>.sh« set out in good 
earnest in the ways of God} nor ever slackened her 
pace till called home to receive her great reward.^ 
fieing remarkably constant in her attendance on 
all the means of grace, she quickly found th^t 
" the hand o£ the diligent maketh rich,'' She 
soon obtained' '^ the knowledge of ealvatiop^ 
by the remission of sins ;'* and I believe never 
after lost that antepast of heaven. 

Thus happy in her own soul, her heart deeply 
dyed with generous kindness, expanded in large 
and fervent desires, that multitudes might share 
in thesuperktive felicity whidi she enjoyed. This 
led her, as Christian prudence directed, to be in- 
stant in season and out of season, to promote, in 
every possible way, the spiritual interests of her 
fellow-creatures. 

Towards the close of life, it seemed good to 
the great Disposer of all events, to visit her with 
various trials ; more especially the death of two 



hopeful sons. Here all her maternal feelings^ 
were called forth^ and. keenly exercised ; but in 
the midst of severe distress^ she maintained a 
deportment worthy the character which she sus-^ 
taihed. She bore these bereaving afflictions^ uat 
with the stoical apathy of the philosopher ; buc 
with the tender sensibility and noble firmness of 
the Chid^tian^ happily blended. She kissed the 
itod that smote her, and bowed in sweet submis- 
sion to the Divine wilU 

Her miiid seemed raised seperlbr to flie fears 
of death. She rather v^^ished, and sometimes ex- 
pressed a desire fbr di3soIuf ion ; and God sooa 
l^ve her the desire of her heart*. The Almighty 
fiat went forth, — deatk^^ame commissioned to- 
put an end to all her sufferings. During the 
qpncludiog seme she appeared full of peaceful 
EesigailtipB, but s|^oke Utile |r tbe fovce of disease,; 
ij) some o^asuiie, laying an embargo upon the 
powers, of speech. Thus lived and died this ex- 
cellent woman^ She is now where the inbabi*- 
tants say ix9t they are sick* A& Chmtisois, it is., 
our privilege to reap permanent advantage by 
every such providential dbrpensi^ioii. 

M For u4 thegf i^eketif add for t^they diis*^' 

With good wisk«si for your sipirttoal prosperity,, 
md great success inr your imnisterial labours, 

I remain. Ret. Sir, your obliged,, humbte* 
aesrantid the bonds of the gospel, 

J}.MAim&h,h 
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Difference of opinion entertained bj//Chris(ians on the 
nature and extent of salvation — Lady MaxueWs^ 
sentiments on this subject — attains full salvation^-^ 
her views with regard to the Trinity — She esta^ 
blishes Sabbath-day Schools — corresponds with Miss. 
RitchiiBy Mr. Mather^ and Mr, Atmor^^ 



The views entertained by Chridtrahs on the 
nature and extent of gospel salvation^ must be of 
the utmost importancer If these are erroneous^ 
their pursuit after it will be more or less retarded.. 
And yet, it is to be lamented, that difference of 
sentiment has long obtained on this highly mo*- 
mehtous subject* WTiile all the sincere disciples 
of Jesus insist on the absolute necessity of holi- 
ness in order t(y Jinat salvatron^ they arie not 
agreed with respect to the degrees^ of holiness 
attainable on earth ; on rather^ as it respects the 
time whea this holiness may be received^ Some, 
from a deep convictioo of the entire and radical 
depfs^vity of' human nature^ and from a conscious- 
ness of the numerous imperfections which attach 
to. us as men, have denied the possibility of our 
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heing delivered from the remains of the carnal 
mind until the article of death ; or at least con- 
ceive, that God does, for wise and gracious pur- 
poses, suffer his people to struggle with their 
innate ccorruptions, so long as they remain in 
the body : — ^tbat though sin is subdued, it is not 
eradicated ; that though it does not reign, yet it 
maintains a warfare within, until mortality is 
swallowed up of life. Others, with views equally 
correct on the depth and malignity of human 
depravity, and equally conscious of unavoidable 
imperfections, conceive that they see enough in. 
the scriptures, to authorise them to expect nfull 
and a present salvation : not only from the guih 
and dominion of outward sin, but also from the 
very remains of corruption in their hearts. They 
see an extent and efficacy ascribed to the atoning 
blood, sufficient to wash away all moral pollution : 
*' Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works:'' — *^the 
blood of Jesus ChriM, his Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin." They are encouraged to expect the 
entire benefit of this renewing and cleansing 
process, by numerous exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises : " Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean.; from 
all your filthincss, and from all your idols, will 
I cleanse you. I \v\\\ also save you from all 
your uncleannesses." " If we confess our si|^, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." — 
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^** Having these promises/' tbey -d^n»e thmt^ 
selves "from all filtbiness of flesh and spirit 
perfecting holiness in the fe»r of Ged.''~Wbil€ 
they pray, that God would *' sanctify them wholly, 
^body,.so«l, and sphit, and preserve them blanaer- 
less to the coming of the Lord Jestis^^'* they 
helieve it to be their imperious duty, and theif 
exalted privilege, to love and serve God^th all 
their heart, and soul, and mind ; to ** be perfect, 
as their Father, who is in heaven, is :perfect." 
And having this hope in them, **they purify 
themselves, even as be is pure." ^^Behotdiag 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, they are 
changed into the same image frotn glory to glory, 
as by the Spirit of the Lord.'* Thus they •^in- 
crease with all the increase of God," until tbe«^ 
attain to the '^^ full stature of a perfect man in 
€hrist/'* 



^ As^tbere h still afloat Yiiuch mistake and misrepresenta^ 
tion on this important branch of Chrii^tian doctrine and 
experience, the Editor deeins it expedienl to subjoin the 
following extract from Mr. Weshey'fl " Plain Acccruot of 
C!hristiaa Perfection." 

'** Q,. What is Christian Perfection ? 

** A^ The loving God with all oar heart, mind, soul, and 
strength. Thi» implies, tliat no w^ong temper, none con* 
trary to love, remains in4Jie soul-; and that all the thoughts, 
w^rds, and actionrs, aregoyernedby ptive love. 

^^ Q,. I>o you affirm, that this perfection excludes all in-> 
^rmities, ignorance, and mistake P 

9 A. I continually a^rm quite the contrary, and always 
have done so. 
• '*' CI. Bttt how can eveXy thought, word, and -work, be 



> 
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That the latter sentiments were those enter- 
tained by Lady Maxwell, on this important 



governed by pure lore, and the man be subject at the same 
time to ignorance and mistake ? 

*' A. I see no contradiction here. -* A man may be filled 
with pure love, and still be liable to mistake.' Indeed I 
do not expect to be freed from actual mistakes, till this 
mortal put on immortality. I believe this to be a natural 
consequence of the souUs dwelling in flesh snd blood. For 
we cannot now think at a]], but by the mediation of those 
bodily organs, which have suffered equally with the rest of 
our frame. And hence we cannot avoid soiQetimes think- 
ing ztTon^, till this corruptible shallhavepfit on incomiption. 

" But we naay carry this thought farther yet. A mistake 
in judgment may possibly occasion a mistake iu practice. 
For instance : Mr. De Renty^s mistake touching the nature 
of mortification,' arising from prejudice of education^ occa- 
sioned that practical mistake, his wearing an iron girdle. 
And a thousand such instances there may be, even in those 
who are in the highest state of grace. .Yet, where eveiy 
word and action springs from love, such a mistake is not 
properly a sin» However, it x»nnot bear the rigour of God*s 
justice, but needs the atoning blood. 

** Q. What was the judgment of all our bretluren, who 
met at Bristol, in August, 1758, on this head ? 

"A. It was expressed in these words : 1. Every one may 
mistake as long as he lives. 2. A mistake in opinion may 
occasion a mistake in practice. 3. Every such mistake is a 
transgression of the perfect law. Therefore, 4. Every such 
mistake, were it not for the blood of the atonement, would 
expose to eternal damnation. 5. It follows, that the most 
perfect have continual need of the merits of Christ, even 
for their actual transgressions, and may say for themselves, 
as well asr for their brethren, * Forgive us our trespMA' 

" This easily accounts for what might otherwise^em to 
be utterly imaccountable : namely, that those who are not 

6 
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branch of Christian doctrine and experience, has 
been already abundantly manifest. While she 



offended, when we speak of the hig^best degree of love, yet 
will not hear of living ivith^tU sin. The reason is, they 
know all men are liable to mistake, and that in practice as 
well as in judgment, ^ut they do not know, or do not 
observe, that this is not sin, if love is the sole principle of 
action. 

** Q. But still, if tliey live without sin, does not this ex'- 
elude the necessity of a Mediator ? At least, is it not plain^ 
that they stand no longer in need of Christ in his priestly 
office ? 

" A. Far from it. None feel their need of Christ like 
these ; none so entirely depend upon him. For Christ does 
not gi?e life to ihe soul separate from, but in and with him*- 
self. Hence his words are equally true of all men, ia 
whatsoever -state of grace they are : * As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me : without (or separate from) mie, 
ye can do nothing.' 

•* In every state we need Christ in the following respects : 
1. ^Vhatever grace we receive, it is a free gift from him. 
3. We receive it as his purchase, merely in consideration of 
the pi ice he paid. 3, We have this grace not merely from 
Christ, but in him. For our perfection is not like that of 
^tree, which flourishes by the sap, derived from its own. 
root, but, as was said before, like that of a branch, which, 
united to the vine, bears fruit, but severed from it, is dried 
up and withered. 4. All our blessings, temporal, spiritual, 
and iiternal, depend on bis intercession for us, which is one 
))ranch of his priestly office, whereof therefore we have 
always equal need. 5. The best of men still need Christ 
in his nriestly oifice to atone for their omissions, their short- 
^omii^, fas some not improperly speak,) their mistakes in 
judgment and practice, and their defects of various kinds. 
For these are all deviations from the perfect law, and con^ 
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beHei^ed ewry particle of good ia man flows to 
hist throagli the mediiim cH atontog blood, she 
beiieild an iufinUe worth in th«t atonement^ to 
Iffocure for her the highest possible isfftes of 
grace ; and a snfficient efficacy in the grace of 
God^/ulfy to trm^tm her into the1>ivine image. 
She durst not> th^tfore^ limit the Almighty^ or 
preacriJhe any boondaries to the operations of his 
grace on the human heart : but on the contrary, 
from the period she obtained justifying mercy, 
she, invariably hungered and thirsted after full 
salvation ; — ^to be ddivered from all inward cor« 
ruptioD^ and to be filled with all the fulness qrf ' 



sequently need an atonement. Yet that they are not pro- 
perly fiina, we apprehend may appear from the words of 
I St. Paul, < He Ihat lov^th hath fulfiUed the law, for love is 
' the fulffllingr of the law,' Rom. xiii. 10, 12. Now mistakes, 
and whatever infirmities naturally flow from the corruptible 
I state of the body, are no way contrary to lore, nor there- 

fore in the Scripture sense, sin, 
'< To explain myself a little farther on this head. 1. Not 
I only sin, prcperly so called, that is, voluntary transgression 

I of a known law, but sin improperly, so qailed, that is, an 

i involuntary, transgression of a divine law, known or un- 

known, needs the atoning blood. 2. I belieVe there is no 
such perfection in this life, as excludes these involuntary 
y transgressions, which, I apprehend, to be naturally conse- 
' qnent on the ignorance and . mistakes inseparable from 

mortality. 3. Therefore sinless petfectian is a phrase I 
never use, lest I should seem to contradict myself. 4. I 
believe a person filled with the love of God, is still liable to 
these involuntary transgressions. 5. Such transgresiy^na 
you may call sins, if you please : I do not, for the reasons 
above mentioned.*'— ifTer/^*! Works, vol. xi. p. 191-^-194 
VoL.il. P 
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God. ^be had often *^ felt as if jast atjbe port 
of bliss ;" and/td contiiiiie the figure^ soon after 
the commiencenient of this year^ she entered into 
this haven of rest. And^ though she sunk deeper 
into self-^abasement, became more completely 
sensible of her entire dependance on the Saviour, 
and continued to thirst after a growing con- 
formity to God; yet, after waiting for the most 
satisfactory evidence, both from the witness and 
frtdt of the Spirit, she was constrained to bear 
her steady, decided, and consistent testimony, 
that the bitter root of sin viras destroyed. 
. Lady Maxwell's experience, from this time, to 
use her own egression, evidently ''ran in a 
deeper channel." She had for years " walked 
with God,'' but now her walk became more in- 
timate and familiar. She had. long felt '' the 
powers of the world to come;" after this, she 
frequently felt, as if on the borders of immortality, 
holding converse with its heavenly inhabitants. 
Her faith became so vigorous, as, in a great 
measure, to draw aside the vail of sensible things ; 
and enabled her to contemplate with a steady 
eye, invisible and eternal realties. While an in- 
describable emptiness appeared impressed on all 
terrestrial objects, the '' whole affectionate powers 
of her soul" were Concentrated, and^^ en 
Jehovah. To promote the glory of God ; to 
extol the riches of his grace ; to exalt the Saviour ; 
to recommend redeeming love ; to seek the salva- 
tion of souls; was, especially from this period, 
her only, and delightful employment. This was 



tbc element in which she ttved, and moved, mA 
breathed^ And < though stiil oonscbus of her own 
nothingness and weakness ; though still the sub- 
ject of temptation^ called to wrestle with princi- 
palities and poVeers, and the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world; yet her spiritual enjoyments 
becajaiie more deep, solid, constant ; her^ame^ 
less subject to fluctuation. The pious and judi-^ 
cious will not, therefore, be either surprised or 
discouraged, if they find in her subsequent ex- 
perience, an acqtiaintance and familiarity with 
the deep things of God, not common to the 
generality of Christians* 

Her views respecting the sacred and sublime 
doctrine of the Trinity, deserve particularly- to 
be examined with modestt/ and caution. " She 
considered that the revdation which God has 
made of himself to man, must needs be very 
partial ; sufficient, however, for every practical 
and saving purpose ; that no revealed truth is of 
a merely speculative, nature, but that every one 
js designed to produce a. practical influence on 
our mind and conduct, on our dutii^s or privileges* 
The doctrine of three distinct. Divine subsisten- 
cies, in the one indivisible God, is a reveled truths 
and on the authority of that revelation the Chris- 
tian believes it : but in her view> and in her 
experience, this grand truth was not merely 
believed but knoum. The revelation of the doc- 
trine is not for dpecuJlRtion ; its direct influence 
on conduct is not easy to see j then it must wear 
an important aspect on the Christian's privileges/' 

F 2 
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Thus lier Ladyship thought ; and believed^ thut 
she received Divine tnanifestations from each 
Person in the ever-blessed Trinity ; and enjoyed 
a distinct comtnimien with the Father^ Son^ and 
Holy Ghost ; frequently quoting, as confirmatory 
of her views and feelings^ a passive which often 
afforded her pecidiar consolation. ^^ He that hath 
my qommandments, and ke^th them, he it is 
thaft loveth me ; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father ; and I wili love him, and 
will manifest myself t9 him/' ^^ If a man love 
me he wili keep my words ; . and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him."* 

At first,' these glorious manifisstatiom of Deity 
excited her surprise^ and were even accompanied 
with a sacred aw^ amounting almost to dread. 
She knew not how to account fbr them, and feared 
lest her apprehensions and feelings might lead her 
astray. She therefore long pondered these things 
in her heart, and remained silent ; but becoming 
more satisfied of the reality of her experimce, 
she ventured to open her mind to a few of her 
pious and spiritual advisers. What were the 
sentiments of Mr. Mather on this interesting 
subject, is not known ; but in July of this year> 
Mr. Wesley wrote to her Ladyship, as follows :— 

^^ After Mrs. Roe, first, and then Miss Ritchie, 
had given me so particuliar an account of that 
branch of their experience, I examined, one by 



* John iv. 21,23. 
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ofiCi the members of the select Spoiety ia Lob- 
doa on thathe^d. But I foupd very few^ not 
above nine or ten^ who had any conceptHW of it. 
I think there are three Or f(mr in Onblin^ who 
likewise 9peak clearly.and $cripturally» of having 
had such a manifestation of the several Pei^oha 
in the ever*blessed Trini^. Formerly I thoUgkt 
this was the experience of all those that ^re 
perfected hx love. But I am now clearly con- 
vinced that it is not. Only a few of these are 
favoured with it. It was indeed a wbnderfal 
instance of Divine merey^ that, at a time when 
you were so encumbered with the affairs pt this 
worlds you should have so much larger a taste of 
the powers of the world to come.'' In a sub- 
sequent letter^ he says i*^^^ Mr. Charles Perronet 
was the first person I was acquainted with^ who 
was favcuned with the same ex})erience as the 
Marquis de Renty^ with regard to the ever- 
blessed Trinity.* I have, as yet> found but very 

* The Maifois de Renty descended irom one of the 
most noble houses of Artnis. He was the only son of 
Cbatiesde Renty, and was born in the year 1611, at Beny, 
in Lower Normmdy . In early life, the reading* of ^* Kempis 
on the Imitation of Christ," made a powerfol impression 
on his mind ; and, by the UesNng of God, inlueed him to 
«eek the one things needful, the salration of hh «oul. At 
the age of twenty-two, h^ married Elizabeth de Balsac, 
daughter of the Count of Graville. When he had reached 
the ige ortwenty-seyen, it pleased God to touc^ his heart 
more powerfully, and this time he marked as the be^miing 
of his entire change and perfect consecration to the service 
of God. From this period, he became a burning and 

F4 
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few instances ; so that it is not (as I was at fir$t 
apt to suppose) the common privil^e of all that 
are * perfect in love/ *** 

The above quotations sufficiently shew^ that 
these peculiar sentiments ' wcre^ at the time 
alluded to^ entertcuned only by few individuals ; 
and it is believed such experience is^ at present^ 
rarely heard of. Christians will, doubtless form 
different opinions on this subject. Some, pro- 
bably, with an unbecoming temerity, and with- 
out hesitation, will proscribe the whole of it as 
undisguised mysticism :-rothers will impute it 
to a misguiding imagination: — many will con- 
clude, that, what was peculiar, might arise from 
the mind dwelling particularly on the different 
parts of the Divine economy, in the work of 
human redemption. Others again, will refer It 
to the difficulty of clothing in mortal language, 
the pure and sublime enjoyments of *^ a soul in 
, commerce with her God :" — while a few, from a 
correspondence of feelingand enjoyment, may find 



sbiniDg light, adorning in tiil things the doctrine of God his 
Saviour. But his race was short : he died at Paris, on the 
24th of April, 1649, in the 3Sth year of his age, The 
passage in his Life, to which Mr. W. alludes above, is as 
follows :•— ^' I bear in me ordinarily, an experimental verity, 
and a plenitude of the most Holy Trinity, which elevates 
me to a simple view of God ; and with that I do all that his 
Providence enjoins me, not regarding any thing for their 
greatness or littleness, but only the order of God, and the 
glory they may render Him." — See an Extract qf the Life 
ofM.de Re7ity, hy Mr, Wtdey, 

* Wesley's Works, 8vo. vol xvi. p.flOl, 205), 
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m> difficulty in receiving, without anyqualifidttion, 
the testimony of such persops as de Renty, Per- 
ronet^ and Maxwell. All, however, will do well to 
remember, that, it is a subject not of speculation, 
but oi experience. This may tend to throw around 
our decisions the chastenings of a becoming 
modesty: it may lead to the humble inquiry, 
How far am I qualified to decide at all ? It may 
even tend to suspend the judgement, and to save 
from the folly of hasty dogmatism, until we have 
attained to the same entire devotedness to God^ 
as had been attained, by the pious Lady, whose 
testimony we are at present canvassing. And 
all will do well to remark, that her Ladyship only 
deemed those manifestations of mercy valuable, 
in proportion as they tended to transform her 
into the Divine Ulj;eness. Besides,, whatever may 
be the opinions entertained on this subject, we 
shall not err, if we still say with Mr. Wesley, 
when writing to one 6f the above pious indivi- 
duals, ** There is nothing deeper, there is nothing 
better, in heaven, or earth, than love ! There 
cannot be, unless there were something higher 
than the God of love. So that we see distinctly 
what we have to aim at. We see the prize, and 
the way to it. Here is the height, here is the 
depth of Christian experience I " God is love : 
and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him/ ''* 

r* ■ ' ' ' ' " ' ' " i.ii I -■-■-- ■ I II I I 

* See Wedey's W&rks^ vol. xyi. p. 343. 

* " He (says Jeremy Taylor,) who goes about to speak of 
the mystery of the Trinity, and does it by words and names 
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LmtfM-^'B benevokmee also oontiiiued to 
expttnd in profiartioti to her piety : ber faitb and 

-^^-^-^^^^— — — ^^— — — — ^— ^ - ■ - II II ■ ■ — ■ ■ ' " — ^~^ 

of man's invention; talking of essences and existences, 
hypostases and personalities, priorities in co-equalities, and 
unHy in phtralities, may amuse himself, and build a taber- 
nacle kk bisiMad,4iid talk of aomedang be knows notirbst : 
but Ike good maiH wkto feels the power ef the Father; to 
whom the Son is become wiedom^ mnctificaiion, and righte- 
ouAMM— and in whose heart the Spirft is shed alroad: this 
man, though he understands nothing of what is imintelligi* 
bie, yet he alone trt^ wndisrstands the Christian doctrine of 
the Triiiity." 

The Editor koows no audMnr, who has wiitter on this 
sublime doctrine, with sudi an immediate reference to the 
experience and privileges of believers, as Dr. John Owen, 
in his valuable work, entitled, " Q/*CoMMimiON with God 
the Father, Son, and Holt Ghost, (each Person dis^ 
iincthf) in Love, Grace, and Consolation." And he would 
earnestly recommend to his pious reader, especially if 
called to minister in the sanotuary, a diligent and serious 
perusal of this devout and. able treatise. It is presiuned, 
that he would then feel less difficulty in admitting any 
peculiarity in phraseology, or strength of expression, he 
may meet witii in the present volume. This justiy cele* 
brated writer, after having enlarged on the nature of com- 
mumon in general, proceeds with his usual ability to shew^ 
" That the saints have distinct communion with the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, (tiiat is, distinctly with 
the Father, and distinctiy witii the Son, and distinctly 
with the Holt SpiRrr,) and in what the peculiar appropria- 
tion of this distinct eommunioU) unto' the several persons, 
doth consist.*' 

Those who would prefer a judicious abri dgement of this 
work, freed from the peculiarities of the author's creed, 
may meet vrith it in the ** Christian library,'' vol, x. 
p. 40d, &c. 
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works Still walked band ia liiiiid. Tbotlg^ she 
had, by the wi«e proridence of God, necently 
entered upon a new and extensive fidd of labour, 
which was likely to occasion much solicitude, 
and to afford ample scope for tbe exercise of ail 
her powers s she was still on the look*aut for 
fresh schemes of usefulness, for new methods of 
doing good. She bad for years thankfully wit- 
nessed the gracious effects produced by the relL- 
^ous instruction of children, fostered by her 
maternal care in her own charity-school ; and 
was thus well prepared to hail, and welcome, the 
dawn of a new and glorious era, which had 
already b^un to died its light and influence, 
and to dispel the darkness, which, for gene- 
ratiotis, hjad fati&Uy brooded around the habi- 
tations of the British poor. About five or six 
years previous, to this period, the immortal 
Raikes had comm^nc^ his benevolent ope<- 
rations in the city of Gloucester ; his example 
and succesd had in a measTure rousied the attention 
of the humane and pious, and Sunday School 
estflbU^iBentB were gradually rising up. in Eng- 
land to adorn and exalt, our country, and to 
carry tbe tidiiiigs of salvation, and the blessings 
of Christianity, into the most humble dwelling, 
of the most obscure hamlet, in our land. 

The first iatelligence of these important and 
salutary efforts would doubtless be received by 
her Ladyship with joyful emotion ; and while 
others: wens hesitating and perplexhig themselves 
with doubt&l conjectures, she hastened to class 

F5 
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herself with the most zealous and active patrons 
of Sabbath-day schools. It doe&not ajppear that, 
any thing in this way had as yet beeti attempted 
in Scotland 5 and the majority, even among the 
well-disposed, were for laome time inclined to 
think, that the regular parochial schools, esta- 
' blis^hed in the southern parts of that enlightened 
country, superseded the necessity of any other 
means for the instruction of the rising gene- 
ration. So far as a common education, or a 
mere ability to read, is concerned, this might be 
true; but still the chief, the essential object, 
aimed at by Sabbath-schools, was wanting^ — ^the 
serious and solemn inculcation of retigtous prin- 
ciple, and of religious precept. Lady M — and 
other pious associates perceived, that9 as: it re- 
spected the observance of the Sabbath, and the 
more direct business of religious' instruction, 
the children of Scotland, like those of the sister 
'^kingdom, were entirely left to the care of their 
•parents; multitudes of whom, indifferent to the 
welfare of th^ir own souls, felt no solicitude for 
the salvation of their offspring. Commiserating 
the case of these unfortunate youth, Lfady M*— 
promptly determined to establish several Sal>- 
bath- schools under her own inuQediate patron- 
age ; and applied to her correspondents in Eng- 
land, for such information as might help to guide 
her in the prosecution of her pious purpose. 

This spark of benevolence being once elicited, 
soon burst into a holy flame ; and in the course 
of this year, the friends, of religion in Edinburgh;^ 
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formed the pious resolution of collecting to- 
getljer, on the evening of each returning Sabbittb, 
. as many of the children of the poor as poi^sible, 
for the express purpose of imparting to them 
religious knowledge. This institution is still in 
active and very extensive operation. Its friends 
and supporters had for a season to struggle 
against the influence of prejudice ; but, happily 
for the poor children of North Britain, these 
prejudices, in general, have long since been sub- 
dued. Patient and persevering, though noiseless 
activity in this labour of love, by different de- 
nominations of Christians, has finally succeeded : 
and, instead of having still to encounter a cold 
and doubting opposition, they now see the reli- 
gious, iostmctibn of youth, by Sabbath-schools, 
resorted to, from their own metropolis to the 
remotest corners of the land. But we ought 
never to forget, how much we are indebted to 
those pious individuals, who^r^/, almost solitary 
.and alone, hrokevLpth^/allotv grounds and, in 
spite of the sullenness of indifference, the scowl 
of suspicion, and the sneer of contempt, ..con- 
tinued to sow the good se€d:-^they laboured, 
and we have entered into their labours.* 
But Lady M-^ shall again speak for herself. 



■r*" 



* In order to revive and encourage the numerous schools 
already in existence, and to accelerate the formation of 
others throughout the country, an institution, denominated 
** Thb Sabbath School Union for Scotlani),'* was esta- 
blished at Edinburgh, in the beginning of 1816. In less 
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LETTER XLIV. 



TO MISS RITCHIE. 



Coates^ Jan. 5^ 1787. 
I unite with you in praising our gracious God, 
who deals so bountifully with you, in sickness and 
in health | how great is his goodness. It is alsp 
matter of thankfulness, that he has enlarged 
your sphereof usefulness. How high the honour, 
how rich the privilege, to live and act for God. 
** My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
ha|h rgoiced in God my Saviour." He hath 
lately increased my fellowship with heaven >— time 
^eems with me, almost swallowed up in eternity. 
In meditation, I dwell much in that nnbonnded 
space. How contracted are our views, while 
confined within the limits of time ; here there 



than a year after its commencement, the Committee had 
the pleasure of reporting, that, 324 schools, containing 
22,627 children, were already embraced under their bond 
of Union. The Editor lias not in kis possession a later 
Report, but believes tbat the field of operation has been 
greatly enlarged, and that these benerolent efforts are still 
continued with unabated vigour and increasing success. 

From the recent important suggestions, and powerful 
reasonings of that e min e nt philairthr^HSt and divine, the 
Rev. Dr. Chalmers, m^y we not hope tbat a host of new 
operators, and new energies, will be called into action ; and 
that the ultimate olject of diffusing religious light and in- 
fluence througbout the whole mass of the rising generation, 
will, at least, be greatly accelerated.— F/<2^ the Chriitian 
and Civic Economy of large Towns, 
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are i^o objects in any degree adequate to the vast 
desires of an immortal soul : but viewing eternity, 
what a boundless prospect appears^ what a full 
scope may we there give to our most extensive 
wishes* There all our holy affections may roam 
at lai^e, and find abundance of obje6ts^ perfectly 
suited, in kind and duration, to their nature. 

The Lord has taught me many important 

lessons within these six mouths, and I feel very 

desirous of learning every thing he would have 

me to know. Every new acquisition of Divine 

and experimental knowledge,, leads to ft^sh dis* 

coveries of my ignorance. Though the I^drd 

deals thus kindly with me, I have not that degree 

of evidence, that perfectly satisfies me, that the 

work of sanctification is fully wrought in my 

soul ; yet I think it increases. And what matter 

of praise is it, tUat now, when I am obliged to 

be so much more than ever formerly, occupied 

in temporal affairs, my mind is not deranged by 

them I that still the whole bent of my soul is 

to God. The more he gives me of the world, 

the more clearly he makes me see its emptiness ; — 

it recedes, it disappears, it lessens in my view» 

> A considerab^ part of Lady G*— 's fortune is, by 

her, appropriated to different purposes, which 

gives me niuch to do ; but I see it, as the Work 

the Lord has assigned me, and I engage xm this 

account, the more heartUy in it; but I have 

much need of the prayers of God'ls people, for a 

large increase of . heavenly wisdom. I doubt not 

you will continue to bear me^ and my burthens> 

3 
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before the Lord; and do entreat him, that all 
his will in this affair may take place ; that bis 
counsel may stand. 

It gave me pain to be so nea)r you in October 
last, and not to see you ; but it was necessarily 
so. I found it good to mingle with the excellent 
ones of the earth at that time. When called in 
providence to be again in the South,' I hope to 
enjoythe privilege of visiting your peaceful habi- 
tation. O that every revolving season may meet 
us pressing on in the heavenly road ; ripening 
apace for eternity ; filling up the few remaining 
moments for, and with our God. And at last^ 
may an abundant entrance be administered unto 
us. May we enter the heavenly port in full saiL 

D. Maxwb^u 

LETTER XLV. 

TO THE REV. ALEX. MATHER. 

CoateSy January 16} 1787. 

' I am much indebted to you. Rev. Sir, for 
your kind attention to my best interests ; but 
infinitely more so, to your dear Lord and Master, 
who has dealt very bountifully with me since my 
last to you. Some little tinie ago, the Lord Jesus 
visited my soul, in a most delightful manner, 
when joining with a Christian friend in prayer, 
praise, &c. I feel vl poverty of expression, when 
I attempt to. say what I enjoyed at that time : 
words cannot convey an adequate idea of it. 
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Jesus sweetly attracted my heart, and arrested 
all the affectionate powers of my soul. He ap- 
peared in his native beauty, shining with the 
milder beams of his mediatorial glory. In the 
evening of the same day, while hearing » sermon 
preached in my own house, God the Father, in 
solemn nu^esty, drew near. I felt sensibly the 
approach of Deity : I seemed filled with a heaven 
of silent love and sacred awe. Since then, my 
fellowship has been uninterruptedly with the 
Father and with the Son. In secret prayer and 
meditation, I am permitted to converse with iny 
God and Saviour, as a man with his friend ; 
nay, even when engaged in worldly business, 
this heavenly intercourse is not suspended. What 
is man, that God should deal thus wonderfully 
with him ! I write thus particularly to you, 
because I know both Mrs. Mather and you were 
much interested in my spiritual prosperity. My 
unbelief is now almost conquered : but still I 
feel led to cry mightily to the Lord, that he may 
give me still stronger evidence of the tvork being 
wrought. Satan says^ it is only an increase of 
communion with heaven ; therefore^ I plead for 
the most unequivocal marks of sanctifieation. In 
the mean time, my enjoyment is great ; not 
ecstatic Jay ; but peace. Divine peace, flowing as 
a river, constantly supplied by believing views of 
the. Father and Son. 

Thus far I had written yesterday, when neces- 
sary avocations called me away. To-day, I re- 
sume my peD> and with it, the delightful thence 
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of redeeming love. I feel pressed ia spirit to 

testify anew of the loving-kindness of the Lord> 

He fed me last night and this morning on angels' 

food. I was permitted to come very near^ even 

to the fQotstool of his throne^ and to ask what I 

would. I seemed to have power to prevail with 

God. Whatever unbelief may afterwards suggest, 

I certainly, at present, through super-abounding 

mercy, dwell in love, and in God, and God in me» 

Yet still I thirst for more : 

** Insatiate, to the synng I fly, 
I drinkf and yet am ever dry." 

But Still I have no rapturous joy ; no, it is the* 
calm serenity of a summer'^s day, without a 
cloud, that fills, yea> overflows my soul. O to 
Jesus how infinitely indebted. 1 hope Mrs. M^- 
and you will assist me with your prayers, that 
the Lord may confirm and establish my soul : 
that he may maintain what be has wrought for 
me, and not suffer any enemy whatever to rob 
me of it. I cannot hdp remarking, bow well- 
timed the goodness of the Lord is i how pecu- 
liarly suited is this sensible increase, to the situ- 
ation I.h^ve'been in for many months $ immersed 
in temporal business, wMch as yet is enveloped 
in confusion ^nd difficulty ; sufficient to dissipate 
the mind altcfether, at Jeast, the mind of a 
female^ Through mercy, upon the whole^ I have 
been kept calm on tumult's wheel $ enabled to 
comipit all to him who rules in heaven and 
earth : . only asking, that Ms will may take place^ 
and aU his counsel statid. I hope matters are at 
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last drawing towards a crisis I now wait the 
uUimatum of Doctors* Cknnnums. This> as the 
demiere resort^ must determitie upon which Wilt 
administration is to be granted. Wishing yoUj 
and yoQi* wife> every s^Hritnal blessing^ I remain^ 
Bev. Sir^ your obliged^ faitbfnl, humble servant in 
the liord^ D. Maxwbll* 

LETTER XLVL 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Feb.% 1787. 
Since my last^ the Lord has again made bare 
his holy arm in my behalf. 

« Where shall my vrondering soul begin to teil 
His love, immense, unsearchable:'' 

'* All my wor^s are faint, 
Celestial l&ve, no eloquence can paint." 

Suffice it to say^ the Lord has kindled sudi a 
flame of Divine love in my heart, as I trust 
will never be extinguished; but bum brighter 
and brighter, till it mingles with the blaze of 
eternal day. To confirm my soul in the grace 
given, my God again came down in solemn ma* 
jesty. This sacred grandeur, peculiarly marks of 
late my intercourse with the Father. My soul 
sensibly felt his solemn approach; and said, 
without a voice, God is here* Soon after, the 
powers of darkness, if not commissioned, were 
pennitted, to level all their envenomed darts, 
against me, and I sustained a hot engagement 
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for many hours : but felt determined^ 'through 
grace^ not to yield an hair's breath to the enemy ^ 
nor to rest satisfied without a decided victory. 
This^ through super-abounding mercy, I obtained «. 
The following day^ being Sunday, I took the 
sacrament at the Octagon, where I enjoyed 
nothing very remarkable j but in my way home 
to Coates, the Lord Jesus drew near 3 not in the 
overwhelming greatness of sovereign majesty, 
or the dazzling brightness of unveiled glory 5 no, 
it was Deity, clothed with the robes of me- 
diatoral glory, that, with an irresistible attrac- 
tion, absorbed the affectionate powers of my 
soul. He condescended to converse with his 
creature, and permitted me to speak to him as a 
man with his friend, . 

''No more can be in mortal sounds e^cprest. 
But yast etemitj shall tell'the rest.'' 

If a tdste of Divine love be thus transporting^ 
what ecstasies must the happy soul enjoy, when 
permitted to drink its ^11 at those streams, that 
flow from the throne of God for ever. Some 
hours after, when conversing with a friend, my 
condescending Lord again came nigh, and drew 
my heart from earth away, and all created good. 
But great as were these two glorious interviews, 
they were small, compared with a third I was 
favoured with that same night. When musing 
alone on the goodness of God, Jesus came to me, 
with such a fulness of light, of love, of heaven, 
as well nigb ovenvhelmcd my ravished soul. The 
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intercourse was so near, so heavenly, I really 
began to think the period was at hand, when niy 
connexion with mortality would be dissolved. 
Surely I Was much awake to the life of heaven- 
born spirits : surely I tasted all the joy of angels. 
My happy isoul cried out, 

** O lore divine, all love excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down." 

It was immediately suggested, that what I most 
needed, was greater degrees of conformity to the 
Divine image. I then earnestly pleaded that my 
gracious Lord would bestow this upon me. In 
these repeated interviews with heaven, though 
admitted into communion with the Triune Deity, 
I experienced no extatic transport of Joy, but a 
calm delighting in all the silent heaven of Divine 
love ; how unspeakably great my obligations to 
sovereign grace ! My communion and fellowship, 
is at some times, to my apprehension^ more pe- 
culiarly with the Father; at other time3, with 
the Son, as two distinct Persons of the Trinity, 
though the same in substance. My perception of 
the personality of the Holy Ghost, is not so clean 
I seem to know him best as a Divine agent, for 
the Father and the Son, if I may so speak. Js 
this scriptural experience ? I write thus parti- 
cularly to yow, because I find your letters pecu- 
liarly useful to me, as I did your conversation 
when in the South ; and I wish to use every help 
for the establishment of my soul. I dread sinking 
in any measure from that degree of spiritual life 
I now enjoy. Nature would impose silence, but 
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grace forbids the prohibition. I therefore en* 
deavour to do violence^ in thid respect^, to my 
natural temper ; and ^ak of the goodness of 
the Lord to my soul^ as ChrUtian prudence 
directs ; but my present sitnudon admits of tew 
opportunities. 

I rejoice to hear that the work of the Lord 
prospers in your handstand that Mrs.W — is made 
a happy partaker of the pure love of God. I pray 
that many witnesses of it may be rused up; 
with you, with us, and in every part of the Lord's 
vineyard. I believe T stand alone here, which 
calls for great grace, and a very clear work, both 
as to the witness and the fruit. I do hope all the 
features of the new creature are drawn upon my 
soul, but many retouches of the Divine pencil 
will be necessary to perfect the work. The work 
appears to me as yet small, though ripening into 
maturity; therefore, I feel a little shy to say 
much about it. I should sooner believe your 
account of the matter, if I did not think you 
viewed it through a, partial medium. I return 
grateful thanks for your kind attention, and Mrs. 
M — 's; and am. Rev. Sir, your much obliged 
humble servant in Jesus, D. Maxwbll, 

LETTER XLVII. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Coatesy March 1 1 ^ 1787. 
I know you wish to hear of the prosperity of 
my soul, and I am thankful I can say, the Lord 
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^tUI continues to do me good. He keeps me 
constiantly looking to him, for the continuance 
of his favour, and an increase of grace. God 
tiie Father has again condesi^ended to visit my 
soul, (after a pretty severe struggle with the 
powers of darkness :) that moment, there was 
a heavenly calm diffused through my mind, peace 
was proclaimed in all my borders, and a loving 
sacred awe seized all my powers, though the 
rcanifestation was not so very remarkable as the 
preceding one. Since then, God the Son, also, 
has deigned to visit his devoted creature, and 
with him comes a heaven of love. He draws 
near, and with an irresistible, Divine sweetness, 
attracts all the affectionate powers 6f my soul ; 
as sensibly as the load-stone does the steel. My 
intercourse with the Second Person of the glo- 
rious Trinity, produceth sensations different, than 
when called to stand in the immediate presence 
of God the Father. The former is attended with 
inexpressible delight, and Divine sweetness ; 
heaven fills every comer of the soul : the latter 
is preceded by, and brings with it, a deep, solemn 
sense of Majesty ; a holy reverential awe rests 
upon my mind : the creature sinks into nothing 
before its great Creator. Yet this is so tempered 
with Divine love, as to exclude every degree of 
dread., O the height, and depth, of redeeming 
love : the line Of our reason is by far too short 
to fathom it: but as *' the hart pan teth for the 
water-brooks, so patiteth my soul" to prove its 
utmost extent. Prayer is now my chief employ. 
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to it, aod there alKKie^ in spite of all Ifefttf^fff 
ftlt/ that was painifal; Had^ I give? way to jpy^ 
reasoning, in the smallest^'d^reae,. I,^fotn^ I 
should have plunged myself to utter 'darkness 
and misery. It is, oh these t6ry trying occas^on^* 
hard work to resist it j so strong .is the pro; 
pensity of the htiman mind to call* to our ai(J, 
in religions matters; what ive find ^6 accessary 
for direction in worldly* afRirs :* but^ reason, 
though fenligbtehed, I finjj,'iys Utterly ui^able tp 
extricate us out <rf the IfechiatiDg pqw^ of .temp^* 
tation, and the labyrbths . ot . perplexity imp 
Which tempttitioft dfteii ^nv61ve3 ' the soiil. But. 
What i^ could not do, because of wealjj(i,ess,' I 
fbund efife^ffed by the mighty power 'bf*«mpVe, 
faith. 1 looked to Jesus as my bnly'lfiojpey aind, 
though I did nOt obt^lh Imtaediate rfelte?-^;^etrtHe' 
happy consequences soon proved the 'groprTety 
of the expedient* Jesus drew nigh,' and brought^ 
with him a'heavenof p^aceandloye; The powers 
of hell, and their dark suggestions^ before him^. 
fled away ; and as one whom his mother com- 
fortdth, so he conlfortkl my* soul ; and lias modt'^ 
graoiottsly condescended' again ' and agiElin to 
repeiit ^hese heavenly Visits: .O'tfa^t'^they may 
provQOf a transforming nature. My^oul breathes 
ardently after |>ari/ft;^ holiness. I find that lean 
lAMriMt satisfied With any ptirtial ktiafnni^nt in tfk* 
Divine life ; and great is my encdWrfi^eih^nt \o 
press^B, for all that Chfhft ha^ purcbas6d;^^kt 
6od is willing to heBtdw, or t aita a6le to iteieive/' 
ThegMctoess of th^ Loi^is astrodgi^blMative, 
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untl a* dee{KcoiuiotowneM of my spiritual poverty ^ 
prompts me forward. I do indeed feel poor and 
needv, ihoD^ the Lord deals bountifolly mth 
me. Yesterday (the Lord's day) he made bis 
goodness to pass before me in a remarkable 
manner^ while attending public worship* My 
former visitatloos from on high, were either from 
God the Father alone, or from God the Sou alone» 
6f from both together ; on this happy occasion,' 
i^ was from Ck>d the Fsther, God the Son, and 
Qod the Holy Ghost. I was favoured with a 
clear view of the Trinity, which I never had 
before; and enjoyed fdilowship with a triune 
God. This filled my soul with a solemn awe and 
heavetily sweetness. I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day, and felt my mind fixed in deep con- 
templation upon that glorious, incomprehensible 
object, the ever-blessed Trinity, Hitherto, 1 
have been led to view the Holy Ghost chiefly as 
an agent, now I behold him distinctly, as the third 
Pferson of the Trinity. I have in my own soul 
an experimental proof of the truth of this doc- 
trine, but find human language perfectly insuffi* 
cient for speaking, or writing, intell^ibly upon 
the subject. Eternity alone can unfold the sacred 
mystery ; but in the mean time, what we may, 
and do comprehend of it, is replete with c*omfort 
to the Christian. 

I stole a little time yesterday from business to 
write you, but could not finish my letter ; and 
this morniiq:, I find fresh cause to Tepeat the 
womtrona tale of God's goodness to my souL 
.11. ^O 



My Jesus is with me to*day in a peculiar manner ;" 
^iiiniDg sweetly upon my laiod as dtogetber 
lovely. Surely bis love is better than wioe. I 
have been del^gbtfully l^ into bim9 in secret 
prayer ; and asking in faitb^ have received out of 
his fulness. 

«« O IdT^ Diviot, aft tof«*« ^xdMagf V*" ' ' ' / 

Still I am favoured with a clear wA ^^^^fiffr 
ception of the three $m;red iP^spp^ . A^i^Xf)^ 
with your prayers,, that I wj^ imprav^Xp the 
ytn^ost the goodness of najf God. 

I have b^n insensibly led j fqr month^ jj^lis^ to 
^ak and write with unusual freedom to^ovt^ X 
tru$t some good end is to Ve answe^'ed by ^t^ jQau 
you inform me where a letter will find R^r* W^^^QJc 
jufit now ? or do you know if he int€;pds bejiji; m 
Scotland this sununer? WlUyou.be sp^od .as to 
send me the rules of sonie of the best-regulated 
Sunday Schools, with the form of advertisen^ent 
previous to their bein|^ ojpened ; and aLlo, the 
amount of the teachers' salaiy* The. people of 
Scotland are not fond of them, but I mieaa to 
give them a trial. Poor cblldreqi ip, general, hf^ve 
greater opportunities for being jtaqght throu^ tifi: 
w^ek here, than in ]^^ngland ; hut as our maniifac- 
tocies increase, these will of, course lessen, , Shall 
1 ,t^«ike an apology for taking up so rauchofypyi; 
tifaeg. With gpc4^-wlsbes fof ^ours^f, Mrs, ii'^r-Tj 
a^d ypur(;fi«u;3Lble Son, I repaaio, Rev. Sir, jfo^, 
Hp^kmW iBW^. i» Ch^istivi bonjsj, . "^ ,■ 

' .? 6 
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, _ TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Yottr ]«Bt ietler^ Rev« Sir^ is nej^tcwith pro-^ 
Stable matter ; And of a kind to which I am not 
aeOiiiMMified ftmti l&e gta^Fdlity of tny Chmtiati 
oort^piflideQM \ yet of that nffture which nuits 
me Uettet^ tbati irtyy otber^ and wbich> properly 
giifiril0d, nsight ^ dP great ntSity to the church 
of <%t49t. Ai pfesetit, it seems hid from the 
e^\>( tnimy wtifthy teachers in it, and valuoMe 
meinliei^ <s( it. Is not this a saffioient reason ^ 
idly yod, ^0 so 'thorongfaly understand the 
matAenr, should nM remain sHent, ^onld not hide 
yotrt-tAleht in B napkin, but with all the ab^y 
God has gi^^en you, -endeavour to re^nitmh$ce 
this important doctrine into the Christian World. 
Tt would be doing an essential service to the 
Cfatfr^ ^of Christ. Do consider and weigh the 
matter well. I would gladly hope, a greater eftd 
than ihife profit of my soul, is to be' answered by 
whKT yati have ahready 'written me upon the 
subjei^t. That my natuMi and eanstHmhn^E 
shyness is so conquered in writing to you^ I 
mtist resolve into the will of God for wise endt. 
But I itould' now change my subject from doe- 
tijne, to isj^erience, and mention tiie Ibv^ii^-- 
kindnei^ W the Lord ; who not only disapjpitfiiik 
iBy Ibl^/ tnat exceeds nf expectatioiMk 
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SiDCetbe memorable period already 4Bf ittiofied 
tjo you, my ex^rience has ooiw&te^.Qyi^y^ 
a caliB, Bueet, ui)ioterrapt9d ^Ipusfsli^^^^llitl 
Father, Sodi and Holy Ghost. Till.^|eixl^f>^I 
fek a sensible inerease of oearMSS, to ifs§9§ 
which brought more love, and- a,^tt)icl4^afi^ view 
ofhiiB* > Hei|> me to praise liuss^.^bpid^ 59 
bouotifiilly withme^ How irkrkj h^ilpiffieUw^^' 
h\$, kindness to me rfw4noQth& )p#6A r {^^ii«mt 
without sjUKih a degitae of it, i «^ld;^9rQ:fiMioh 
into: tliQ mire ^f -aecniar affaim ; .in wbioM tun 
stiil in sOQoe meaaum ii^miaKs^di l^d QVdW^ 
liiearer prospect of emerging than for aoipao time 
ydtfit.. I bdieve dti#y wiH eallme todiflkrefttipairts 
(^f Eo^laod Ibis rammer* I abaK b^gll4 U>rk09iK 
wha^ PrOf idence imt» your lot^ U-is a-gi^fe 
source of ^atialiactioti to me, that the reioa of 
providential goveromaa^ are contiouaUy in the 
bands of our God : it precludes anxiety and mur* 
muring. Under such wise administration, there 
can be no just groimd for ^omplaiiit. In order 
to retidnctte ifaii with the liberty of the. creature, 
(for man uivBt be a Sme a|;ien4> eke be eannoc 
bie)alc»outtl)abIe)> Ih^ve^upposedtbe' freedom of 
aetioii \mB tltt^ privilege of man, but Aee&n^e^- 
^umce$i0fjAe9€i>9iotion$j the pecailiar pteit^^atire 
of tbe Most.Higb*: ai)d-havip^4^ej^>80lute dis*. 
po&altof //dkie,.' he.$s,^ nritfegveat pmpriely, styled 
tbe^ioor^lfgoreniorof tbc^wocldi. Bm, til mme 
tbil;5^^ce3iKorn io^^iMvid relWD.) to/ a <atab iil«ff«i 
deiigiiftfuldiuJb9MHr4 IMuNiesloyek . bb^iev<» 

h^mideJm^iMks lii|rbfiat^ cbokesl^&iyflmp^egK v 



DARCt; LADY liJI^WELL.^ }&S 

ITM^ 4'|)*fefei*i td^wery thing else, and think no 
^^^^^^^{Ifdr'ifimifest^ can do me 

aby'geWeP/'Bilt fts it proves a means of confirming^ 
or %d)E^§i%^ tliis holy, beavebly principle. J 
M^^k IBi filled tt4tb tbiH humble lore; I sttU 
i^r%i^)pft«tbitig *«vtiitkig in my ejqieri^ce, Imean 
^ cDiftl^er^iine^^frdm the Spirit, H the vvovk of 
9M^^6ffiB^(ii^: I ^Motild then with mone fr^edon^ 
^pt^^Kci^^of lu ^Svir^lytle Who halh don^ 
M^lMUtf^^G^ li^y will titA withheld tbi«. O that 
he iiily^ eiiaHe me lo dkik into all the depths of 
kutrtl^ hte^; a«d t^ t» sMthe heights of Chris- 
4iaiioMlMetice«^'> 

l^lMiM rntLCti obtigfed CO fon for a particitkr 
«c<eo«iii% ^ tb^ bei»l-maiia^ tStiiidfty Schools z 
4mi|:jkal, R^v. Sir, y^r feHliftil humbte serfant 
kl tl^ Coff&ji ^ ^ D. Maxwblu . 

^ . LETfER L. . 
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t TO TB£ RBV. A.MiJaSBfEM, 

:: :^ June %1, ITOT, 

I &tl eondtraioed once more to jresume my 
^n» : fisr the pleasing employment of making 
menliiDa of the loving-kindness of hlm> whose 
good^ieaa yoO' havB so long experienced. Last 
time 'd' .wrote yoo, I studiously avoided pro«> 
ieil^aig.eflgitdihig concerning die witness of the 
Spirit for saoctification, as I did not enjo^ it, at 
jtast, aocording toi;he judgement I had fopnied di 
it;? That the Lord bad condescended lo jncmtie 
«gF ^XH&imiiucni with- lKm«t|y I coi^. i»ot ^dmy | 
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— tirftt He bad gWm me woader&l dl«|i^jfi^^cf 
his greataess, and power^ aad mvJiesifi'^^^GerS 
the Fattier^ was also cerlain ^-^tbak h^ lu^d^li^ 
i^esus^ iu all his mediatori^ gli^zXiti l^ri^t^Sl^K 
gaace^ oftdn pas^ befor« me» a&d tiorivel^^ i)^& 
loa^ ifas^ likewise matter of fkt>^ietKl'^itttit'%^ 
had showfi me^ bf fitUk^ the pet^HajUty M the .; 
Holy Ghost) and m wme neaftuce ex^ii^^^^atii'fiiaft I 
oaenoBB of substance, eqdftfity 61 |><^«^^ahdf 
glory^ that eiusts m the Badred l%i^; I^wte 
a6 morally certain al ^f my nwU^'^^dHtMiiii^i 
b'U to beyere that siii was iiifdMie 4mMj^^ rhad 
not evidence sufficient to convince mcf*^ qi^ iit at 
bottom there was a secret* iK^ it tBi^'-tit^s&y 
yet I had bo freedom to declare ii io oSteBil' l^ 
this ancertiuB state, I centiiused for sidMie dti^|i% 
pleading eameerly ^th the Ijord, fof^bi^^i/igre^ 
of evidence which woiiM effrctually banish every, 
shadow of doubt. J oaw^ f eumerate the num- 
berless ways and means a gracious God took to 
conquer the retMibts 4»f «sM»£ Blemity alone 
auk tmfoM Hms mystery of his matchless goodness 
%Q me^ SttffiQe it to say^ tlM lasD^ w^edi' I felt 
inet^asiug^ IK»wer toyield td Oe m^oiiW of the 
Spirit, whidtfaaTesiHeeripetod iatb a DiitiM^t^ 
tiiootiy ; and I gbla no longer doubt > Itet; tfeie 
bittet" Mot IS destroyed. In sofare^smtitt fii^MHe 
-the 'fruk, as' weft as the Spirft, ^toeiii»^4» wdC^ 
tiesting this to my soal. I lM»w you > wift^^ain 
mi' ia pridiing him wlio hm 4^t (tait'bonfti.'- 
SdUj[ with ^e, I fisel dee^y ^eonseieoa ' of my 
iMtaknens, bat no pFOpea^ tg dU^Hmrnjamea^. 



.1 



DAACY^ lilBT HIAXWBLL. IS7 

M tn^%jf^^mH prove a. happy piMen^tlvQ «gaiast 
^tuRie e^ts^lD which I may be now chiefly exposed. 
l^:<nj time^ or yoar% permit^ I could say muph 
moitt^tbtttl mn oUiged to coocjude. I wotild 
iMljg a^d^ that now the l^rd has made an entire 
cqn^asl^ a hearty that has long wished to yi^kl 

. to^hrm^ hjDt ^ch baa been prevented by listenlq|^ 
* ^l0<a»eg$beBpy^ I hope it will for ever remain Ui 

flhe hamd^of the right owners and not only coV- 
tj^e ensptied of evil, but be also filled with aii 
the oQoilKutnicable folnesd of Jehovah. In hastii^; 
fPOr[fiiiihfttIj httoibte servaot^ D. Maxwbll^ 
: F4S, Mj; Sunday School was opeued l^H 
l4^«^-4Byr co^itHniag 31 scholars* Pray for it$ 
ffifspBtfity. I hme taken , Ddeagures for opening 
fumA^ ahdnt S6 mites south of Edinbnrgli^ 
imder tii^i Inspection of Mr. Boyd^ from fing'land; 



LEttER U. 
TO Mm RITCHIE. 

'BlM^A Ml US AlTC»IB3 

' Ai^yodliaye kindfy taken an interest in 4T7y 
'i}HHtii«l'Coneet>n$^ kxt someyears^ I feel a call 
t0 iftrfbrm- .you, of the great goodnesd of Jhe 
[ijotA^t/^mf soul for some past months. Indeed^ 
itvtsc*JMre than bm»tin laogiHige can expi%iss. 
Siii6e! .January Uist^ he has be^a sensibly Jn- 
irrefltstiig- my litde stock 5. not only making won- 
tterful diseev^Hea to me oC^t^e gk)ry 0? GodtW 
fWleff God the S€Hs> .Had (^ the Ho:^(xhosi!'> 
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«s distinct Persons^ yet thQ jsa^e; }n im^fyU^^ 
.^qual fn power, aud glory > but ,^i«9 ^^wiwg,^e 
sueh nearness to^ and deep comnanj^iw^^^iyitU ,the 
^cred 'VbteCj^ as wiia at tinws alup^^^y^lt 499t9?8i'r'^ 
for the clay tenen^nt, ?tnd s^iioc^^r^P'^.;^ l&fH^ 
.aiiffesnre t6 break off iny coQtM^ioii^.iint^. Ripi- 
tility. O the heavenly^ the inexpreasitily. c^s^ 
Ughtfiil interviews with the Lord Je^u^jr^^.^i^tli 
'trfiich I have often been lately indulge Ipjeau^ 
convey any adequate idea of tbea^j^ {>^li'?M^ 
your own experience will m^cb bettei^.,f|)|;Q;^ 
ycm. At times the solemn graodeur qf bi^rii^^y 
•Majcsfy was sweetly tempered wd spftQneA.J)y 
I'ed^eming love* At other season^ I ba^^^b^ 
oilfed to stand in the presence of the ]y|((^t^ j^)gfi 
Qod himself: then> sacred awe filte(l;n^,^f\ct^^ 
jind all around seemed filled Tdtb the pr^^e^is^.ff 
Jehovah 5 I felt as if I stood on hply gi^oun^r, :^t 
otbef times^. Father^ Son^ and Holy Gho^t have 
•o' surrounded me^ as made me, to prpve, ip. pi^ 
full extent of the wordsi ibq^ {^ overwhelipgu^ 
pdweif bf saving gt^aqe.** ^f hi§ l«y^t ipanifcs^^tioii 
wt^in April last^ when partaki^jj; Qf .^e JLord's 
S«q)per) and continued for , , mat^y » wei^ :. . n 
iMffeSUre of it t still enjoy. Nu^ibeite^^f j^avf 
biten the gracious visits I have be^a, fj^]Kj9llf;^^ 
yAkh djfice then^ but still I was not ^s^tifi^^j^ fbjf^ 
Spirit did not witness the destruqtiou c^^ ^rl^4 » 
without lii r could nqt rest : yeli^.J i^t^ yg^; 
thiUiftfttL fbr what ^he Liord.had dbne (prifq^ ,J 
bud^^Ml^u sect^t hope that t jiaii rec^v^d J^^,, 
)ilessiBg> but dprst not say so to others ; and tbtp 
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Ota Mm. ills powjer to prevent me^y At 
^ihne^^^^ ^i61e powers of darVuess 'seeipe^ let 
iM^lipf&^^'i^^^'dtid tfaeii iVent through tbe^r^ipat 
^aififltf e3tl?efs& of ini^^^^ yet felt ^ if st^ipeiDglh- 
' i&ijsd to'itoadi^e^^r^ater agony . But he wJM)xi^ 
HiiH in'/ihe^/ did not permit the^^ver^cgi)-^ 
Mct^ td'tasY Ibiig 5 11^ dpe time he rebukj^ 4(ie 
afl¥erfi^y^ and^ |>oared the healing balm p^ W^ 
-ftrtfe'liito my 50uT. Again, I went on ray w^^^r^ 
|M^bg^) wrestling in prayer for that ^^grQ% of 
ihtif^ttivocdt emflence of sanctificatiqn^^ wb^ 
^♦btild filly satisfy both inyself and others. .'Ph^ 
Lord used various means tp conquer tl^e. jf^ 
nitons of unbelief. For some days> I feU Misi 
ij^wetfuHy a^d sweetly at work upon my <spuh; :f 
obMndd iA'creasing ppw^r to yi^ld^o the mo)ipnii 
of %bi6 Sfiliit> and in ;ji very short tiflae tbo^y t^fS'^ 
ifxftaatcd in « clear witness* This^ through m^^fiy^ 
ha» ^abode with me ever sinc^« I.c^uao^^i^ 
longer doubt that the bitter root is destroy^, v^^* 
stnafi.melisure of the fj:nit concurs iu bearipg tj^y^] 
t^tmony. ..flow shall I sufficiently praise hig^y 
who h«is dealt thus wonderfully wijth me ; aod^s^; 
seasonably tij]fied these great and glorious dispU^ . 
of his l6ye ancj powei^ when I waajxec^sarjl^i 
so-Aoi^ghly occupie4 with, secular airaiP8,jj^ 

riiigiitwVpr<>y?il_y?^ de^rimen^l to my sji^lff^ 
O %e ;lieteht^ aiid: depj;h,^of ,re^^^ .If^^, 
V5ttii.arf^el tongue Capoten.. 1^ R§!BBV 
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•Tft MinTioTciiie. 

dkiicf^ July tt^ 
Bttiritii^ hitited in &nn«r kttem^ tfa&t ffafe Lord 

jKd aot witness by Ma 8^fc fa llieir694tiO^«fMie« 
tiAdfttifM which he bad wraiigbt in aqr^aly bi$ 
giKMkiesft now €(Hiseraifts me <so my^.tbil'ikixa 
loikget the cave, He ahtaes now witii tcrepMSan 
briglftneaa upon his txWn work.' Thdre^ In hid 
li^te^ 1 see lights and feel ft^UVIb^y io^t^^tf 
tbftt the Utter root id destn^. Hbw sh^I I 
bidScienfly praiae bim^^ who bait dealt A«is gnt* 
cioi^ly with me. Ifie wonderfol dispfoyv of the 
{Mmer, glory^ and goodness of FBEthery Son, and 
Ho)y Ghoat, whieb 1 bavee»|dyed$ittce ibe com^ 
fiaencem^nt of thia year,, ckni^ matter of un- 
apeahaMe tbankftdnesa^ coald tn nawiae aatiafjr, 
WbHeadoobtt«fl9ratited, that tfae^Canaaaitesr were 
ti0t whcrfly driven out of tb» land; 9Cft thi^ I 
beaoagbt the IjdtAj whih a degree of importnarty 
hia^Wn Spirit faeatowed'^ theroffbre^ be beard the 

.fititf^f aAd> for^heimidsof Jisaaa^ gave me the 
AasirrQf:iny heart; iafnnowtoongbthitDthe 
tMSaltfay place y kept in the ianmedlate' presencitf 
af JtktwA } prhrileged to'aee the KItig kt his 
bcaitty^ With the hind that is aftr off; enjojring 
thrtsofttititnd abode of iiiB Spirit; $nrt«)naded wifb 
file peiicefiil preaente of Fatber^ do»i«nd{|o}y 
(fta^ ji amlliaxef ttra;stnflil tB«naai«!^ Ihr depths 
af #re Godhead made known to me. Bat over 
aU; iins 'ihay, my Qod harereated a defence^'t by 
fb^bftne^iaqr^^ stmdJy faith. 



I rejoice with trembling, sweetly tempered with 
that perfect lovo tistt^castieiir ottt fear. Through 
theneadtitt meircy of my God, thus emptied of 
mlyli&bkihrwiLfAy and ea^^ tifftnonK-qaiimaUng 
pri^ect; of^brittg'ifiUed wi^aH.tiie comoaiiii* 
cable ;£diien of Jehovah^ You ^IK I know. 
corcfiaHy jom with me ht otiBering up the wffifaig 
ttibnteof ptBJse, so justly dbe to our God, who 
has, at last^ liiade an- entiire conquest of a heart 
(hat has long wished to prbve his uitinost sgdvadoii 
tod ftihiess of love. Bui bushiess calls, and I 
fbuat aoawer. The Lotd has fidfy conviued ine 
tksat the Irork Is Ids; he has reservedtf forme, 
brought tne to if, and gives m^e to bdieve (horw«^ 
ever Jo one sense uaeqoal to the task) he S?B1 
carry me throi^ it, unMaraeAbfe in his sight, 
aAd irrcproveabie before man* It is the dohi^ 
of the iiODd, and may well be marvellous in:my 
sight. Tbat yen may fb^I a growing powefto 
glorify and enjoy your 6od ; that I mify* ^^ stand 
fast in.: the fibeiiy whereWith Chri^ terth raaodd 
me free," and iwufcly add^to my: little stock jf:::;be , 
active and^eahVua^^u^hftl and&uitJbl^ tet^ti^ 
jWitb aholy itnporMiity,,iiigirt^and day^ ii^reslte' 
with theil^rei^ of piayeFyaad he ^will ios(v^4]sr .; 
for ourselyea^. n&d lor the laspsparity 0fhi& Ziosu 

pcayets^my-TOungest brother^ . wh<f lies xlangeiU 
rasly :iH>. mtdy JkAaar, not pntp^ttd Jir ^Ihe :g9^^ 
dbange^v -.-^ • ^' :'> "l./,'.m :..i*r'-.'. '^.> ' '^> "iu 

• . D. Maxwklju * 
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I intended 90oiier to hivethaaked .yto£or^ 
attefiv^<»i in sending tbe Rokit for Ike Bn^^isb^ 
Schools; but have been mindi aiid xi$iQe«sar|ly 
oeenpied ib that bttriftesB th^ Lfovdhtis jt^qni- 
mitted to me. But O. ^what caose iff th^jiifijtaU 
BtB9, Diat with MarCba*i» carefoL hands^ be al^ 
^ives me Mary'd loving heart. L. still bavie fre§h^ 
je^ daily cause to tell of the lovtn9«kiBdness of 
JiieLord. He c<mtinnes bis goodnes^^ he i^q^e^ts 
tbe remarkable manifestations of bis love, as 
fifowing from the Sacred Three; -dialbiJBtly disr 
covered by faith as separate persons^ yet, inex- 
plicably united. My soul is abundantly more 
established in the grace given,, than when I last 
wrote you. I now ec^^oy the ' constant, dare I 
say, dMB fttU ak)de of Qm Sigm^ ? r P«frimes th^t 
isgimgtoo &r*: I would rather ^r on the safe 
sid^ sXet lied liberty to ^vf^ Father^ ^on^ and, 
-ffyiif ^A<»<) <^^Aua)Jly enqcpp around me; and. 

" !^ot a' cloud does arise, to dark^u l)ie skies, ' ■•'■ 
'" '"' ibr ftSI^ ib^ a ttidteent, the Loi^Mlto'iiiy fyeftV 

Wkerey^ i?iBa«e>. I ii>«et the pbject of ^ly J9ve> I 
left Scotland on Tuesday: Just; atMlhaveuQce ^oq;{i 
ifi consta«l^«po^i#a^;<)lify^^8fn2|«^^^ diffe- 
rent persons, vai^iigfigeA^ vi^bIms business ;. 
ye^ through the^ abundant goodness of my God^ 



tnj mind is not m the least deranged by these 
diversified soeoes^ ^^ O wc^i^rous power of 
^vereign grace V* 

I am glad^ ftodkby lettfrs/rpfii ^r. Wesley^ 
aod'fit. Ooke>. -^r Guernsey^ that the prospect 
opens so fair and extensive for the spre%d^j9f the 
gds^l ik^ttipiW^tbdm lijiaoito* M^ (be time 
sf^^ciSify 4Mnmi;ttce9. wben aUthe Hiiigdcp^ c^ 
tiiis^^vDiM shaU beoMiie ibe.kij»gdoois of oar Qo4 
adiSt ^is €hrisij Witbm.4bafbe few vionths I bftv§ 
op^^ied Ihrte Sunday/ 9«faoo)s> upon the plan ypii 
sent me : tivo in.B^and^ a^d one in 3ootIan4^ 
MayUhe LordJsiicceed:erieQr attefupt to {urpmQte 
his^ause ia. the* wofld« With Cbristiaa goq4 
Wffitaj^ to Mnu MatiicTj im^ yours^lf^ I remain^ 

V<Air ^IdtgedAiumbie setv^^ and friend in Je^j|S^ 
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"96 TUE ll£V. OHARI^S AXMORE, GLilfiGOiri 

"I am pleased to see by-yotir letter^ that ywit 
gracious God is owning your Itfbomrs^ aiid tm^ 
forcing yo\ir own sooi. Shall I congratubite you* 
npon^ 41 jcomplele victory over all your .inward 
foes? Are the Canaamtes^ wholly driven out of 
thclandt Jf^o, Itroiitdtdayj.hiiibfhBiqiyifitfia^ 
■iWStefr^beftrt f8'nd# a'qurei'ctivAiag, 5;.^' >oii ftnl» 



If trtlheirt^x^, permit me t6 ^^,-i-a l*»e not tffl 
thus 1jfesie<! ! Cfy e^estly '■ f6 Ctorf, antf ^' tkt 
Ldrd,;wrhom ye seek, will sudden)^ *ct>ihii to ff!9 
temi^e^ ncvet more 'fci ^pfttt. ■ ' 

I am a witn^s of Ms Mfhftifnei^ ftdd )pG^. 
I prdvetf a ttriglrty exertion 6f boiW iti -tn/ltlltle 
^Morsion to the South ; when, in the direr^ffed 
scenes 1 Went t!irot%K, iff the powerrs 6f iiction, 
both of body arid^ mind, tfret'e^ caiRM Wkln and 
kept on the stretchy sometimes IVoin' mdt^hig 
nntil night. Tet, throt^ the fendef m^y of 
my God, niy mfimf was preserved titiiformlif slaki 
npon himself ; my fellowship, without H<rterriTp-» 
tion, was with* the ftithcr torf the Sbn j •«*« my 
evidence for sanicBfication strong ss a ca^le-flxed 
to an immoveable rock ; and'birigW as the siin 
shining at noon-day ! This^ ^as the LbM's'doJhg, 
and truly wonderful in my eyes. What shall I, 
what can I render unto the Lord for all bis good- 
nesr? O may my future life speak his praise^ 
and evince my gratitude^ 
•' Since rcRttie hom^, the Lord bat- beeft very 
graCMUb. WHile I now write, I feel a sweet 
f^eme of the prefleBce: of 4i tod » I thus write, not 
to make known my own atUiafiaestai, but for the 
'encoiuragcnBtait of otkeia, aod to the gjory of the 
Givreir of every good aad perfect gift. 

When God is at work, either among a peopkv 
or inthe heart of an iadividaal, the adversarv of 
souls is peculiarfgflvat 1«ork>ais«u^ a bduefjisf >lhe. 
fopmcir sMiil4» (^eawn^ ^nwugwupatf* and & 
ftat^ of Ac> latter 9tir vp. to.mKoir pAif er.^ - O tii& 



ymiptmtilMwo(veaBllgx. effiou^iB eiieryt difflcpli 
cmt^ Had find tibe aflo^da'a riw ptst fi>r tie Cot** 
lomans (chap, i* 9^ Ifl,) wfis^eisd in your o^wi^ 
souk limn pteasfldto keit% tbat Mcs^ Atoiore's 
ftpbjsie of tt8e£iBb»(s is. entn^ged, axui bar soul 

J^vBloaod ia iht mdmiv^'s mite tavrardt li<pl-* 
dating; tbe «debt mcudpred by ete^tiog grtleiies.. 
We |p» on Q^uch 9^9 osiUaji in. EdiitiKirgb. Mojw 
HCer is JRoicb wanted. . May the Lord pour 0116 bi» 
Spirit I tiieip the immn wildenrtM shall Ineo^upe 
a &-nidid field* 

HqM^ted ioteTniptions^ &a oUige ma t^ con* 
cludcu Vwpag for peaca und piQ^perity aa>^ili9 
y^nr pcop^^ and the contiQnanco4xf both in yons 
enno, and. Mn* A^more's tonl^ 

Yaar Ivtbf cd^ buyable asrmnt in Christ, 

P. a. I hav« maay demands, yec, if fQiM)^, ^ 
tew^ add.a|io&er f^aca^rfuid JL wiU re^ iu > 
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. TO T9K..I|tBV. A,-3^M^:|HE», , •, ,-,_.^: , 

What has tecome of Mr: Madufr^ n^ ^t^\r. 
able co f fesp o ndent^ Ii sdionld: so^fpose-iii^^.j^l: 
ha9 nereriiofne to Jiand; as iLismOfvif^aiM^fift^l 



Ijfii^^QF (^ WorHngioi^, m Cttinbeiflaiifl^'aBd of 
^oqa^^once bi^ Utile prdfiteibkdiitereouJseiivlefo 
Cb^s^ansj y^t e^periaiofStdii^ufdcMJriitrysttiw^ 
the detightful ai^ gracious pr^sea^hijimy IB^ 
even in that Imt^m Jikxm I £nd ^hwiimfeicy 
i^we^tQi^ i^ireiy 'tQil $ jEnidcwme«)tii»gioiBi|fleai^e^ 
aad 4ac0 1 came h^mffy tim^bt^ bas^limfd«^^ 
fuljiy ex^Q^M bja iOm»ifi0eotip0M»r.an omy^ 

eDgageoieot, iipd through pertly nsfoH msJtrched^ 

K^^a^tr<^ lialdin 4be<dayjBf ttqtibla. cmeti/ 
a&fif tb^Qse^i^r^g taeasoas^. be, aft it» weretj-^reilds^ 
the Jiea^i^eM. ami: corner dosm^apf^ii^ia Jd^4' 
jeaty Dtvine } puts my fees -tofligte^^aQd^c^ass^^ 
al) tny lanes ;a]»l painfiil^fteafaiga InAkie ^is^aiViif ; 
redeemingjlarev . M other liiiipes, M^ben, pe^^s/ 
£pr hours» I have been necessarify^^faged in 
secular ItfKit^r, « "^f .W ^l^b^ Aek by. so doicg^ 
I shoM4^tc^ trom that happy state into which I 
have been bi-ought : then^ quick as lightning, 
Jesus appears himself; comes down as rain upon 
the mown grass ; mi^es my soul as the chariots ^ 
of Aminadab ; and stceng^ens me to leap over 
a.wall^ or to overcome a Iroop^ Sometimes^ 
when ineditating upon what the Lprd has done 
for me, or when hearing the word preached, uifae 
Sacred Three draw near as distinct persons, an<]. 
^e^ to my view and apprehension^ me,, in a 



§€iud$3aglitud)4 dayv^^^ ^pofl lite M)ird of <jfod 
Id Meret^mibtefa^ «^prtiyer, is ithe m^m flrdm 
MglMkilu««pnio8l'|»ti>fitv You see him^titee\^l 
4£i\Liwrilejirkmvil{g^^ve& yoa \ftn abstract of the 
Ii^iKi'9riddd»|Fria99ic)i -ma l^r monftfas past. 
/ i jioliaire^ ifitkeLonlt^l^ 1 shril be obliged to 
S(hU^JBl(p9iioi^fnm^j^^ the end of Janiiary, or 
i^ogbumg Bofl JE&etetM^^ Hfwo^' Lady G/^ tlia|»et 
biiaiMas» .iltifi9^<i»ibe^<^p<^^ abimt thf^-time. 
Tih^mh(fiiUBmvonw^j0^ a little bwkwttrd 
ia U^t^ faooff cill94 liO'/H^ I tm^t eadetivitliir 
t4)^ig9^vtl|rilQ||h4ji¥|tk h.m thehord sbalL assiftCir 
Tti9rfCis.a:dopth in Btosideuce ia Ai& dtepexi^a^ 
t^i-bsore^not yss^ becm ahlelo^fiitbom.. t fili4 
tb^ Uiil^^ JlfKJb^.^ reason atsd £aitlr^ to«^«teart t)di 
^efitt^ilb^.WtsUmi of b; but I lea^e it/to th^ 
!Lon}|,^4 ^y whk ta&il&l hi» wi^ to'tii*«^WitlEi 
myr^^mskmtoMm^M^ Itemvmy ^^^' 

: --v.M^fti^-Sin..: ■ . '■ -^^ ' ^*'* 

^ . I r -^' {u ^^^^ C^\!^'^.Wa hHPafcli aemmh^ u . ^ ' 
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• Land had' bcfeti 'piir<Arist&ptff IS^ jelintH^ 
ttevdkitc^ of the' lAdfis GRdiOTdly * ^tarf f!^e, 
onivliicli to crfect a tfcapd, it the Hot W^, 
tib^tHSiis^ . Tftes^ fcicfites Mil fteqtiaittly virfted 
tfifs pldce; not to nnite^ in tBc frl^litfes-of 
fashionable Rfe/ but soldy to setek ftri- %iehiefit 
from tfre krtig^-femed srinbrity rf its witt*ttl 
They had witnessed the dissipation tind foUy, 
which reigned trium|)hant thron^oiit all rabks^ 
wfll^ sincere regret ; and lamented the wniit of 
an awakening and spiritasl ministry; and the 
paucity of places for the public worship of Oi^, 
at a situation where hundreds annually resort^ 
who particularly need the eomio}aiiofii6 of the 
gospel. ^ Influenced by these impressidns^, they 
determined on the erection of a chapel 5 but 
before they could accomplish their pioiis design^ 
they were both called to the-joy <if th^irhdrd. 
By the appointment of Lady Glenorcbyi it became 



she duty <tf liifify M^wdl to ^Hrry^bh deilgn 
ittlch elfedt. After aU tbe aoiiuq^ctnieiUis wkkk 
could be smde by Bie8«i» af lettens, afae hMt«wd 
to tbe Apot^ p«r90DiJly td examine lA(» every 
particulfir C€«iaected .i^^tb, the bumess, luid to 
adopt' fiaeaaunu beat iZikuUiled to setacr the 
oty e^a aimedat by her departed frieoda. Shn kft 
£dfiib«m]| Q(9^ ikt^UiiiM Oc^M»t in tbiayaar, 
andjiOte teapea tiiig^ttie wriMs obap^Ia J«fl<|tt^ber 
eajpe^ ^nUek Mr ^ ^ aoad^ air^d iUi,£Mai*ol 
otitheS?t)iv Slie<«MaMduBtotheooii0eilModfei* 
.much^ difcoMogeMMIf 4Mt with eenfidea«ev tbot 
aa tbe cadae iiFfia^th6lited% ^ ittoaiU fiMrour Im* 

^ bftd; tft esttoiMii^r tfi«<Q^ aikkgiMii diAcpMi% 

.b<|t,^ira»^^lff^lfd to mtmauitt tbaad ; tkouq^ abe 
i)aa-.«ot^jeiA^ilii Iw Biiajr .dr;j6oriei|Kmdoiiee^ 
ataW t i paitiralfm*' TJki dn^iel^ bomar^ tvaa. 
«)ti2Miia)gfcereeted^ and Jb«in|;idisuraua.t^ Fl^il^*' 
4MM tii& wea^Qiy^^f tbelr '^Dear Bam^itar/' ab* 

be aees^ aOartrMdar hlcfiBae ta im: Ladj^ip.a 
aoowr of paiuAd sialtfittMde^ but had; we Itti^ 
(eri^a^, U woiddibe $amf frooL tbe object of t^ 
^m(^ %9^0^intxkm^ieDgtkeo0id dat^iiil of ita 
kifit0(Pf*r Imhm lUMx^yfksii taBa* aoeonskedawetal 
«^ QfJHtriflpma dDSivn bee bgr nwigF Ctoiitiiaii 
^efMJb' ^Vjfuie ai Briatol $ repeated pknaiaif inter* 
vtewa wiMi: Mr«.We8iQf> aoidtii&cloBe ioiitiMirf 
wbichi abft iaipied with Mi» Eiwxabetb Jat\«9o% 
a> eaiedeii hi^ a^ i«hoaa luipK^s^ ftir sasM 






^ThH^.]^Ufr female wm deseexuk^^f^ itifit^ 
/ciBiU and^wlH^ (atnily. He^^gft0it«^flatMl«i%^ 
iriui jMPP <oi Counsellor iciinsm^^whdi wiM'^iitft- 
poiQted Matter of theaoH«v«0itf3ii^iOMrte^ the 
Second, The peaUleiicear her flnlier Vv^M^^Hp^ 
rpenham^ Wikahir^ UMie Vf9i ktoe^^y^M^^t df 
;^r chihU^, one ton ttfl tbcQe^AMl^i^j^^ida 
WMr torn hi J&M, £7^« Rmn^^^te^ liiDift^J^ ake 
feared €k>d^v biH^ dUl iioe cdittte ai^^^erti«6iliA 
kxiowle^gie of salmtiott byr tbe^remtesidU >o^ Atf, 
thrmi^ faith in.lhe ^doiiiBg ttood^ imtftl i&eUr the 
idiose i>f the yefti$ 1744i i Sote' after^ihiSy ^§}ito 
i»u|;ed herself toMr.Weaky^^Soeietf inBvifit0t> 
and itnos one (^ the first-fruUfr^of tbe^evifftdt^ 
diniMy work of God^ Ihe light nf-wiiidi tiias tbeft 
juat dawTUQg.ton tlie "veovM; >¥ksBt' abme^ h«)^it 
ce&tary she continued a ateady^t fdontf, oM^ 
fiiate9tY aad active member^ adoraingria idl iMngH 
the gpspel -of God her Savioor^^ Dui^g the 
^reat^tpart of this period, shereaided wkh heir 
.didtast aiBter> MrsMsfff Joimioa^ m kdjr of aimitar 
Apirit9;Wd they had <me h6art«od one way*: like 
JUady r jkfa&wdl, her benisiiolence ^waa bounded 
onjy |iy h^ abilitiest In^ the carHer part of her 
religious life, she; also, with Lady M*-^, regiietted 
h^ wantof meana to gratify the genemua wiirfies 
of iijer .heart ; h^^ ]|y thedofttbiof rdafivea, ahe 
receli^ repeated acqessipua to.h^rproperty ; all 
of vrbiph she. cheer^Hy ^eyoted 4o Ihe causeiiif 
094,,Md. to the.WA^tft #1 ^ necestttottSki in 
ip^J^atar^f^^, t]ffie^ lippdM panada .ouneriiito 



UH^.^Hftii|git<li«»gh«.flie blMd ^ the tt^^ 

pJ^(^i^ld^mrttio»)i;^^3:tevei€aiigh^^ but bete 
1^ l]^9i?fi|ffeff9kd>tMidiwed^ fatbid bar finttliw 
^Wi^n^lfSBii^ aeiBbfii]^ of ^Kiek 

her ii«£|filf ^^Kperieoded. Abd^t fbu^^ sb« cried 
owt, j^f g<?|?^^*-J6^fMfe■^9gww ^H *■ <» ^ and a Bttle 
after ^/ iiord/' vvMi which word she suhk into 
the aims^ of her Redeemer. **Thu8,*' my^ her 
Biogira^^y '^ on the Iftii o0 December^ 17!)B^ a 
fi^w ]Uiiatite» liefbre &re in the morniog, ^er 
ne^t^ty^fite years close^tvalk with God^ Eliza- 
betdi JohneAp attaioed the sumtnit of her wl^fae^ ; 
th^^ateuser x>{.iusr.p«a]rets^ the end of her faith ; 
ika ^ml salvations of her soul ; and^ as a ri{)e 
shocks com^ was gathered into* the heavenly 
garner in tbQ>^e^euiif''^eigheA jpear of her age. Her 
reoaains/were interred on the 37th^ in the family- 
ymit atuLayeock^ in Wiltshire." Many of ttie 
following.. tetters^ will be found addressed to this 
emiottit aatnt. ^ " : 

Hffving^ completed her work Ah* the pn^ht at 
Briatot^T Jbady Maxw^t again bent her cotirscr 
hamei;i^lftr&' -ptt htr way, she vlsitedi her friend 
azxi^correspiottdefitt^ Mr. Mather, afWak^fleld^ 
ai^ am^^ ifl 4&fi^ty at fidltibu^gh, on tihe dtfi 
of Norisiaberr ^Several of the sabsequent ejilstiesr 
il^fi^nu^ th^above parlicalars, and w^§u|G^lbnt1y 



shew wfcat tvas'tbe s^ate oi betrhMfM^'imxtttt 
and .hearty in the midst of these tnultiiari^uaMMH*'- 
gagemento^ Audit will be Meli^ lliit, while fthe 
vsniA &itbfoHjr diselMi^g tke iilutlea^^ ^irUek #»* 

yacd oDmn^tled toli^«i9ei lAe^^iiPWclweietl tti4 
^nooamged-by iieapllrig^4lie'»prai^Ntf tbegoapel^; 
atid the wlMMon ef iflie^ ftedeemev^ifr laiigilbn 
ia ^iHKfent pftipta of '4fae^iiiBe^ 
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LETTBiR hVU r 



. . TO THE RJBV. 4C. ATMOI^R* , ,,u .i. ' 

For the comfort ef yewr^M^m *otii;''1ler. 8i^^ 
and the good of others, I wish to give ffkt n 
more ^ccorttte adocfmit ^f the hovi?^ «worit4n- <HP- 
fcrent plnces, as commiiriieated' to me by tfi^ 
Christian friends iti j^g^nd, tfami I 4\& y^^ 
terdhy. My iiifonnatfoh from Haff rrnis ^hm : 
** Tlie work of the Lord Is greatly deepened in 
many hearts in this place lately. "Five <if our 
friends withhf 'this last six weeks-, are efeterly 
brought into ftiH feberty. They simply witf freely 
testify, fbat ^the blood of Jesus Ghkht clean^h 
from attsiti/ Sev^al «rt aAm^ for purify of 
heart,* and I trust a c4oud of witnesses will be 
>ais<ed up here, whose lives, and humble though 
open profession, will evince to all who kiioW 
t^eii!,''^fet tlf^y are rttfettncd from^ sinv" -5^ 



\ 
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DARCTf 4.AfDr!r BHaBfTBLL. 1431 

«if . 1ki€EM Bt H4U. JMtm^^ Th« . L0r4 
«^Mii'/#o ^teagoiog^ out 'Of hie cMfimQa wny ta 
«W£m nod MttTeN Ibe cbildreii ^ mea« . H^i:^ 
eight tretaraod :llia»]bi for fMudon ode fiaUNith-<^ 

ti»> the^BMhij! jSetiool,- were jfofttifiaiS voigr' kteljr^ 

1]y beings aiacmod bf iMimA in: the ttighl> and 
others by mogmg tkei^istreas of aaiiie «i^ imi» 
crying for ^pardon .^ 

Mr. P. 00X5 a ti i mwi f'idt^ writes^ ^'Oreatoe^s 
iroai ZtDn« }ievct was there so great a worli4iif 
Americai^ ito, lunr'in any pwrt pf Emgknd, ae*' 
cording to aB the aceennt^ ia Mr. Wesley's 
Journals^ ad is noinr in Bnioswick and Sussex 
eii«Miti* Atrsaany of our preaching places, M'e 
eaiKi^, mec^ ^le elmu&^ ou account of the crie#^ 
q( 4he di^itresaed... .Sonietiuies ftfty m a day are 
tfiAy converied^ to the tiving £iod. On the2(>ti« 
aH^ 97th 0f July^ our <|uartorly minting for 
Br«H3^Vfiek was held n^ Ma|fbu3^h ChapeU. w4 
OB t)i^28tb and SSItb, &>r $u«8^ circuity at Jo^0s'» 
Cbfip^U. Uwm thpoght, ^at the least contiputortjkKn, 
tfWM: during/these four days, ther^ were betv^eea 
tiwo aod .three bui^red savingly %vpugitit tier God* 
It i$ impossible for in to ascerlala the aumhers: 
e^(Actly; however, such a sighi I nev^r beheld 
b^f0fe. The pciaitents b^ iii rows, on the ground* 
crying for-jn^qy. at the hanits^of G^; ,mapy of 
whQf^^wpre the p/incipal gentry of, the pountry, 
a^d- ;jsever4il of Dr. Cox'§ chief opposfr^,, wh^n 
|t^p^b«)reh)j|s.testiQiany a|;ainst the slayejirfide/' . 



Mr. Dickens writer froin New York. ^ Aug. 27,^ 
1787. I haverery extmordinmiy things to wm- 
manicate. The Lord hath made bare hts hidv 
arm in Virginia. It looks like the davm of the 
niillemiium. I havie received the most Jauthentic 
intelligence that since our Ifist Conference several 
hundreds have been converted in Brans wick and 
Sussex circoits; and about Brunswick scveh- 
thousand souLs are under deep conviction. The 
work is also very extraordinary in some parts of 
NorthXaroIina, especiaHy at, and near Virginia, 
where the congregations on the Sabbatfa*day 
consist of many thousands, and (nany of the 
greatest persecutors are struck down as dead. 
Surely this is the arm Of Oomipotence." 

Some parts of this account were transmitted 
to u« before, but they will bear a repetition. O 
that the recital of them might warm, by the 
blessing of the Most High, the many cold hearts 
to be found in our northern climes. Yet, surely, 
our God was With ifs also of a troth yesterday, 
and I feel him equidlly gracious to-day. Let us 
improve the favourable season, and wrestle for 
greater things. i* In a peculiar manner, I believe 
he waits to-<M^us good at present. May you 
quickly prove and openly testify, that ** the blood 
of Jesiis Christ cleanseth from all sin." I hope 
Mrs. Atmore also is athirst for this great blessing. 
I aip^ Rev^ Sir, your faithful humble servant, 

D. Maxwell^ 



#j^J^f jffl^iect^; eetcfwxy, ^ni& ,cw. unfold thp 

' ^fff^flj^i^^^^*^ .^h«li heights wddeptji^.of 
r^j[^^9|^^Jk)y^;]ba¥e I t^xpcrieoq^^ aiace^ the 
^(ffpif^enp^ico^pi 17871. and yet J seem to hwft 
bjpj:^f^g(iyflf ,th^ ,p<;ip of.blUa, The piecing, 
the deiighi^.j^u^T^tf ,al£brd9 nmpl^ rnatte^^ 
^J5^yfg^^/^l9tvq,>,aad^praUe, J haye somi^tuiQcs, 
I^lypp^f^^^i59Hf ed J;i) measure bacj^f by ,c^t^- 
pj^^iq]^^ tljfi[^jgi^iops ^ejiajwht^eby the Lard has. 
l^^j?jj^?;^d,pW5ie4his Jove, to, ajbavwd tp;wards 
m^^Ji^r tibese laat twelve,,, mqiUbs;, .h^i my 
thpW^i^, have often been recall^^.and absorbedl 
in pfi^j^t ei\}oymeqt, .Shall I say with KepH^*^**- 
"^T^e jUjirdl^e^ J aiii yet \yeak iaJove, tji^?efa|^e. 
he v^lt^ pie oftep-V If I dp, &iirelyj^9t.f^d|. 
if this, is ^ mark ,pf ^^aknjegs, . ie^igne Jievfir,.hei, 
witho^V^ 8plPW^o^«l.i^QUJry,..VW4^t^^^ ja^ 




God In ine«^ ^I^V^at shall I say to these things? 
It islne tiord's doing, and is truly marvellous 
in my eyes. O may my life, together with my 
Voi..IL H 
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pen, and lips, proclaim bis goodness, and speak 
his praise. 

His Spirit still witnesses to the work of sanc- 
tifipation ; but I daily prove that I only stand by 
faith. If at any time a doubt passes through my 
xhind, it is not permitted to rest there. The Lord 
has again recourse, I may say, to sign« and 
wonders, to confirm my faith. Then tueceeds 
a svreet sinking into God : yea, into 4lue God- 
head's ^^ deepest sea;" And soon my soul breaks 
out, in strong desire, for all that God can give. 

i see the fiill assurance of hope/* as sooietUngf 
saperior to what I now eqjoy i and am led \,o 
press after it. You have walked over all this 
ground, I doubt not; and can the^fore point 
out the strai^ road to a traveller^ Mrho wiahes 
to get quickly on, and t04;arry many with her. I 
do feel liberty, and endeavour, when Chtidtiaa. 
prudence permits, to speak and write. ttpon th(» 
delightful theme, 4hat now engrosses i&y bes^t 
thoughts ; although a variety ai perplexing buh- 
fiiness sets a seal upon a large proportion ;of 
my time. But Divine love will not be kept Under ; 
it will rise above every sorrow, every care, every 
fttT, yea, every creature. It cannot rest short of 
God, itA centre. O) how excellent a thing is 
love ! May it fill your soul and mine. 

My journey to Bristol id delayed tQl April, by 
the dilatory proceedings of the architect of the 
clHipel at the Hot-wells t you will not regret this. 

- ** •• ^ 1 - * -^' • ••'■ - ■ ■ ■ -^ .. - . . .. ^ .M 

« See Note, vol. ii. p. 168. 
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f am ih a measure delivered from slavish fear, 
else I shotild shrink from ihe trials 1 may expect 
there. Gdd has .made ihe as <^ertain, as of my 
OWH ekfse^ntje, that fie hafe placed me where £ 
ndw stand \ 1 therefore depend upon him^ for 
WisdOTtt, sltr^rigth, &c. &c. I ftel as a little child, 
hi thd ttiSihess, perfectly tinequal to the task y 
bdt I H^ ftW^re it is th^ Divine appoifitment and 
blfeSsing' aloiie that can give power and success' 
to ttny iiiiStrtiment. 

I wi^ to hear that' Mrs. Mather is quite well. 
^«ifa. Sfae must not leave us fbr^ long time yet. 
O thiit dii& Lord "^duld raise up many witnesses 
bles^^ With hef expei'ience. May your bow 
abide 111 full strength, arid the success of your, 
Iabtn:tfs Ittcfe^se with your years. I wish I had 
fhetoric fetjilflcient to persuade you to take up 
your pen in the defence and support of a doctrine 
that seems at present too much neglected. J)a 
thhilt of it,* ahd oblige. Rev. Sir, your faithful, 
humble fe^traiit in Jesus, 

D. Maxwell* 

LETTER LVIIL, 



to tJHlE ItftV. C. ATMORE, €MbA8G0W. 

doatesy Uth March^ 1788. 
Because he who is rich in mercy stilt give^ the 
•continued grace, I can^ Rev. Sir, answcfr ,yt)ttr 
inquiry in the affirmative. ^* R% soul dotbi 
magtiify the Lord^ and my spirit rej^icetb . in 
God fi)y Saviour.'* 1 have been^ by the wise 

H3 



148 TH« LIFE or 

appointment of unerring Wisdom^ afflicted in 
body^ more so than for some months^ and still I 
am far from being well ; hence I am much con- 
fined. In the former part of my illness^ I lay^ as 
it were, becalmed in the bosom of love ; but^ in 
the latter part of it^ the adversary was permitted 
to try every grain of grace. I was sifted as wheat : 
it was truly an emptying time. Yet, I stood, 
because the everlasting arms were underneath 
me ; and soon my God said, ^^ It is enough." 
He rebuked the adversary, and the din of war 
ceased^ I had peace in all my borders ; yea, it 
flowed as a river. God the Father, and Son, 
came down as at the beginning, encircled me in 
the arms of redeeming love, and poured a flood 
of noon-day evidence into my soul for sanctifica- 
tion. Assist me to praise him who deals thus 
tenderly and bountifully with me. 

Yesterday, my cup overflowed. I was Called 

to see an old acquaiatance, Lady J. M^Kensy : 

she was just upon the wing, ready to take Iter 

flight into the invisible world. In my way to. 

town, *0 how exquisite was my enjoyment !— 

language fails to express it. Heaven seemed 

let down to earth. Jesi» was intimately nigh, 

r«hining in all his mediatorial glory^ with beams 

iof sacred light. When I came to my friend, I 

found her in the full triumph of faith, exulting in 

her God^ The curtain of mortality seemed drawn 

$side, and the glories of the eternal world were 

displayed. The terror of kings, and the king of 

iterxors^ was disarmed of all bis terrors, and 
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changed into a messenger, not only of peace^ but 
of joy. It was truly a memorable season ; for a- 
while we forgot almost that we were in the body.. 
O, what has Jesus done for the sinful prc^eny of 
Adam f How far do the heights and depths of 
redeeming love exceed the grasp of our limited 
capacities ! May we prove its utmost extent. 

My soul springs forth in eager pursuit of what- 
i l^ve not yet attained. I do feel that God is 

** ^the spring of all my joys, 

The life of my delights ; . 
The g}ory. of my brightest days^ 
And comfort of my nights.'* 

Will you permit me to ask. Why are you se^ 
long, before you enter the promised laud ? Yon 
kaow the way : a//L things are ready ^ Let not 
the sweets of earthly comforts retard your prOr 
gress. I should be glad if you could inforni me 
in your next, that both Mrs. Atmore and yourself 
are the happy inhabitants of that good land. It 
i8> indeed^ 

«( -..-^iroured with G6d^s peculiar smile ;: 
With every blessing blest" 

I feel for Du.nfries : — ^hinderances strew all ' 
the way ; but God reigneth. Dalkeith also wears 
a sombre appearance. I rejoice to think that the 
Lord can, and hath promised to make a way for 
his church even in the wilderness ; and streams 
-In the desert. But business of various kinds calls, 
and I must answer. 

With wishes for your spiritual prosperity, and 
also Mrs. Atmore's, I am. Rev. Sir, Your faithful, 
humble servant, Darcy Maxwell. 
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LETTER LIX, 
TO TUB REV. A. MATHER. 

Relieving, Rev. Sir, that yon desire the pros- 
perity of my 6oul> i feel sweetly constifained, for 
my own profit as well a^ year satisfaction, to 
inform you, that through the tender mercy of 
him, whose compassion feiletii not, mysonlis 
comfortably alive to God : still tfistujg his good 
word, and feeling the powers of the world to 
come, t am kept sweetly under the influence of 
Divine truths and fevoured with many precious 
visfts from on high 3 vAen the Deky deigns to 
converse with his creature, and to shine with 
peculiar brightness upon the work of sanctifica- 
tion in nqy soul. While thus 

'< Lo^ in the high enjoyoaept of bi9 Ip^^^ 
What glorious niortal can my envy move?" 

But this high and exquisite enjoyment^ is BOt my 
constant allowance : that is v^tkor % palm, silent, 
sweet sinking into God. Yet { felel but a babe 
in perfect love. However, there is camcb reason 
for thankfulness ; the work, ao fi|r 93 I liave ^x- 
peneiieed U» is cl^ar : ^nd the ^be 19 dMy {ant- 
ing fQr tke muturity and stabHity of a father, 
and is much encouraged to press onj by tli0 
tender dealings of a God of love, who won<|e|v 
fully bears with many weaknesses. 

The veil, that covers unseen things from mortal 
^yes, grows niore transparept, I get ii^rer 
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^i6w9 of the eternal world ; of the happiBess of 
its ble8$ed iahabitants. Yet^ though thas highly 
{avQur€d5 I seem, io one ^ense, to sink daily in 
my <n¥n eyes i while^ in another^ I rise h^hen 
I daily need to wash in the blood of Jesus ; and 
prove it very strengthening and comfortable^ 
frequently, by faith, to plui^e, as it were, in that 
sacr^ fountain ; and renew the dedication pf 
inyself^ with all J have and am, or ever sliali 
have, to my God, He iaccepts the sacrifice !-^ 
How great the condescension ! 

I believe nothing short of what the Lord has 
done for me, would have proved sufficient for the 
very difficult task he has asingned me. I have 
$uch a multiplicity of things and persons to deal 
with, and altend to, and daily oew trials arise; 
80 that often, all the strength of my body, with 
the whole powers of my mind, are catLed into 
exercise, and 'every grain of my grace is tried^ i 
have to fight every inch of ground, not only with-^ 
out, but soanetimes within, when the powers of 
darkness are permitted, for wise ends, to molest 
me. Then I £eel driven up to a. corner : all 
human help faib, and I prove, in 9^ peculiar ma«- 
ner, that I stand by faith : and even in tliat way, 
only by the mighty exertion of Divine power in 
my behalf. JRor the time, faith seems stripped 
of all its fruits, and but for the direct act, whereby, 
in spite of men and devils, 1 keep my hold of 
Christ,- 1 should utterly fail. But in general, 
these very trying seasons of inward distress are 
short : my God sooa rebukea thfi adversary, and 

H4 
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l^ringa mc again into the wealthy p]ace^ and T 
dwdl within the veil. How shall I sufficiently 
praise him for all bis goodness! Bat how little 
do I know of it, and of that depth of love there 
is in all his dispensations towards me. The very 
narrow limits of my capacity keeps me blind to 
much of it now : but, when in eternity, if I should 
be permitted to look into the records of time^ I 
shall know it better. What wisdom, what beauty, 
what goodness, shall I then discover, in all his 
dealings with me. I am lost in the thought, but 
must not pursue it, having no more time to UTite, 
and perhaps you as little to read. 

I hope Mrs. M. is now well, and that both you 
andher are advancing sweetly in the heavenlyroad, 
and carrying many with you, who shall be for a 
crown of joy and rejoicing in the day of the Lord: 
I see one of the ancient pillars of the buifding Yika 
given way, though it has, of late years, sustained 
no great weight. I hope the fabric will not feel 
any remarkable shock by its fall. Could you hot 
be persuaded to spend a season in the land of 
your nativity, for the good of its inhabitants? 
Wishing Mrs. M. and you, the fullest possession 
of every new 'covenant blessing, 
I remain. Rev. Sir, 
Your obliged, humble servant in Christ, 

D. Maxwell, 
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LETTER LX, 



TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

June 27^ 1788. . 

I should^ perhaps, for my own sake. Rev. Shv 
have sooner answered your last profitable letter^ 
but I have now so many necessary and valuable 
claims uppn my time, that I cannot do the things 
I would : however, I embrace a few leisure 
moments to ask after you and Mrs. M .; and to 
say, I still prove that *' God is love J' In saying 
this, J say all. How much does this include ?-* 
More t^an words can express, . 

Upon a retrospect of the last twelve . months, 
I fihd infinite cause for pr&ise and thanksgiving. 
I then received the clear witness for sanctifica* 
tion ; and since then, O what wonders of mercy 
has the Lord shown to me! Too many to re-* 
capitulate, however pleasing the recital would be^ 
But I trust, a, lively sense of them will never be 
erased from my .grateful heart. . 

Since I last wrote you, I have had some re-* 
markabl^. discoveries of the love, power, and 
goodness of him, who delighteth in the pros- 
perity of his cbildrep. The invisible world hath 
been brought very nigh, with its blessed inha*. 
bitanls. There seemed but a step between me 
and eternal glory. My God and Saviour felt 
just athand« O what hath Jesus purchased fpr 
his people I Even in this vale of tears,- how 
great their enjoyment ! What shall the full firtiW 

H5 
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lion of God be^ when death ^s swallowed up of 
life? 

" Say ye who best can tell, ye sons of li|^t^ _ '" 
Angela, fiir ye enjoy it," 

and continually behold his face without a veil. 
Tltid waid a oieiDorable season* I pray Umt it 
may produce gracious and permanent e0ects. 

Since then I have had various trials, and nttm<» 
berkss proofs of the power and love of Qod, in 
supporting me under^ and carrying me through 
them : inore especially lately in a very eupital 
me; much more than sufficient to have entirely 
evers^t me : and yet^ by the good haiid of my 
God upon me, I have been sa earned above it, 
9S not to feel one murmuring, or even despond- 
ing thought. Surely " all thi^^ are possible, to 
him that believeth/* Assist me to praise him who 
ileals so bountifully with iue. And bear with 
me while I give you another inataooe of the 
aslonisbing goodness of the God whom we love. 

On Wednesday last, I £elt for some hours keen 
anguish of spirit, from a fear of having grieved 
the Holy Spirit. As a Christian, perfaiqis, you 
know the nature of this distress better than I eaa 
describe it^ if so, you well know that it is severe. 
Thus fearing, and thus feelings how was my soul 
filled with astonishment and love, when, joining 
is prayer with a Christian frigid or two, God the 
Pother came down in solemn majesty, baaished 
all my.fear^ and scattered all my grief. lie 
shone clear to the eye of faitb^ and has abode 
thus witb me, e^en me, ever since. About thj^ 
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ihkiites after this gracious visilation, fhe Lord 
Jestia drew nigh^ as a distinct person, clearly 
manifii^ting himself as the second' Person of the. 
Holy Trinity, fti^rs were then tarned into 
praises ! How gtatefel, how holy, how humble, 
ought I to be ! I deeply feel niy short-comings ; 
but duty calls, and I must leave this delightful 
theme. 

May yott sink deeper than I have ever yet dorie 

into the ocean of redeeming love. It will yet be 

six weeks before I can get to England. With 

Cbrifitian remembrance to your valuable partner, 

I remain, Rev. Sir, 

Your obliged, humble servant, 

D. MAXWBLLr 



LETTER LXI. 

TO THE RBY. A. MATHER. 

BristolySept. 8, 1788. 
Rev. Sir, 

Not having it in my power to see you in my 

way hither, I have it at heart to meet you and 

Mi's. M, in my return to Scotland. I see you 

are appointed for Wakefield : I will therefore , 

endeavour,, if the Lord will, to call on you there 

about four weeks hence. I cannot fix on any time 

absolutely^ my hands are so fuH here ; but I give 

you this hint,. that you may, if you can, be at, ox*. 

near Wakefield about that time. 
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A gracious God brouifht me here the 28tb of 
last month. Being obliged to stop at Carlisle, 
and Workington^ I vrt^ about seventeen days 
between Edinburgh and this place. In the course 
of which I had, through mercy, many rich dis- 
plkys of the wisdom, power, and goodness of 
a God of love ; much delightful fellowship with 
the Sacred Three; and irresistible evidence of 
the work of sanctification. But I. had also, at 
times, to grapple with the powers of darkness. 
I do not know that I ever formerly found the 
fiery darts of Satan so keenly pointed. They 
seemed to pierce, even to the dividing asunder, 
the joints and marrow ; but being strengthened 
to endure temptation, I quickly received the 
crown of present victory, and went on my way 
rejoicing. 

I believe you can enter fully into the trying 
peculiarity of my situation in this place, without 
any explanation on my part. Indeed, I almost 
feared to enter into the cloud ; but He who knows 
the human heart, knew I only wished to do his 
wiilj exclusive of every other consideration ; and 
he has therefore mercifully disappointed my ap- 
prehensions. I have been privileged with mnch 
intercourse with Mr. Wesley \u public khA private, 
and with some precious soujs in his connexion ; 
and also with the most kind reception, and every 
possible assistance, from those wilh whom I was 
^led to have much intercourse respecting the 
l^uain^ss 1 came to transact. They expressed i^ 
high respect for Mr. W. and behaved with Chris- 
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tikn corditfity, when they found him with me ; 
which is matter of thankfulness* 

IJcnow you will be pleased to hear that the 
Lord is unspeakably gracious to my soul. Words 
cad convey but a faint idea of what I enjoyed 
yesterday, both in public and private. (Jod the 
Father came down in all die splendour of Deity ; 
in solemn grandeur. The Majesty pf Heaven 
condescended to fill the place in which I sat (a 
private room with a choice friend) with his pre- 
sence, and my heart with his love, and has thus' 
abode with me ^er since. I felt constrained ta 
speak to the Lady that was with me, and she also 
seemed full of Qod. About an hour after, when 
the name of Jesus was mentioned, he also con- 
descended to visit me in a remarkable manner ; 
shone gloriously forth as the second Person of 
the blessed Trinity. He did indeed appear as 
altogether lovely, and conquered all my shyness 
and taciturnity. How good is the Lord ! If I 
add to all this, his great kindness in carrying me 
* through many difficult matters — much perplexed 
business,- which he only could teach nie how to 
manage— how infinitely am I indebted ! Do help 
me to praise him ! 

Lwill not now make any apology for such a 
large discourse on the <;hapter of self, haviug 
formerly explained myself on that head, I think 
you will not mistake me. With kind remem* 
brance to Mrs. M. I remain. Rev. Sir, 
. Your obliged servant in the Lord, 

D. Maxwsll. 
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LETTER LXIL 



TO THB REV. A. MATHER. 

I femember Hith satisfaction, Rev. Sir^ the 
short interview I bad with you and Mrs. M. at 
WakeSeld. It was refreshing and animating-^ 
There is a peculiarity in my outward sitnation, 
and also in part of my experience^ into which not 
many seem fitted to enter. On this account, I 
do not receive much benefit from the generality 
even of the Methodists. Indeed I do not find 
liberty to attempt an explanation to many of 
them. You are one, of the very few, who seem- 
to understand me throughly as to pUwe, expe^ 
fience, views, &c. Therefore the Lord, througb 
this medium, often conveys to me comfort,, 
strength, instruction, &c. for which I feel thank- 
ful. Could I repay you. in kind, I would quickly 
extinguish the debt. 

By the good hand of my God upon me, I arrived' 
safely at home, though not till the eighth, Just in 
time to partake of the gospel feast j which proved 
indeed a feast of love, a season of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. With much sacred^ 
delight, and strong grateful sensations,. I devoted 
afresh my spared life to his honour and gloiy, . 
who first gave it me, and who has ever since 
kindly preserved it. 

Words ftil to inform you, l^ow much of his 
gpodntirt my God has made to pass before me. 



aihce Meft Biistifl. I stiH feel an amawig fiovcaty 
in human language^ when I wolild speak of the 
deep tbin^ of G6d. This^ I silppose^ win always 
be the case. Howercr, sniBee it to say, on the 
road^ the Sacred Three compasaed mcj aboot x 
I felt sarroonded with the Divine pre^oce : roy 
communion with Fatiher, Son^ md Hojy /Ghost 
was truly deligfatfuU No estuticjogfy but a Divme 
fertmty ; a heaven of silent love; a sinking mi9 
God. This last expressioi^ I am peoaliarly partiid 
to, because, to my owq appirehensipi) at leasts it 
conveys such a literal idea of the enjoyrtient I 
experii^nce on the$e peculiarly happy reasons* 
Thus^ wonderfully aided, I passed , cqiitdly op^ 
through things painful and pleasant. By Divine 
permission, with respect to outward thif^, the 
former prevailed at diificrent places, I bad some 
remarkably a&imatiug and refreshing inteixiourse 
withChristians ; more especially atIieed9,Rippo0^ 
Darliii^oii, and Alnwick. My mouth was won«^ 
derfully opened to declare what God had done 
for my soul ; and on e\'^ery such occasion, I re* 
ceived a testimony from on high, yea the most 
unequivocal evidence, that the effofts I made 
were peculiarly acceptable to him>for whose sake 
they wercj made. » 

Since I came home, though a very lacge pro- 
portion of my time baa been necessarily filled up 
with business, I have been highly favoured with 
the presence of the ever-blessed Trinity ; with^ 
sweet foretastes of future glory $ aad Mount 
Pisgah views of the heavenly Canaan : so tb«t I 
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hesitate not to say^ the Lord, is deepeaiog. fab 
work in. my soulv 

I do feel I stand in Gbd^ and cannot b€Con* 
fined to one party. My soul feels too much 
enlarged to admit of any exclusive chartei*. I 
consider real Christians^ of every denomination, 
as apart of the great family of God; as such^ I 
would do them all the good I can^ and take all 
the profit from them they can give me. Perhaps^ 
tliis extensive^ unfettered view, is necessary, for 
the situation in which I am placed. But do not 
mistake me. I am at no loss where to rest the 
preference: there I am perfectly decided. My 
experience as well as judgement secures this.. It 
is not necessary to say9 I hope, I am quite safe 
in writing thus freely to you. 

Were I not almost ashamed of having said so 
much on the chapter of self, I should add, I 
have, of late, experienced uncommon emptying / 
seasons. These began some time before I left 
Bristol, and afterwards increased. I felt quite 
broken down before the Lord. Ashamed. and 
confounded beyond expression, at the poor, 
wretched manner^ in which I had conducted the 
work at Bristol. I did, indeed, sink into the dust 
before the face of Jehovah, and lay very low at 
his feet, imploring pardon, (without one grain of 
condemnation, in the common acceptation of the 
word,) because I had conie so sadly short in 
what, at his command, I had attempted. SoQn 
after, I received an increase. O, how good is 
our .God!- 



I shall be pleased to hear that Mrs. M. con- 
tinues better, and that the work of God prospers 
in your hands, and soul. The prayers of both 
will be esteemed a privilege by. Rev. Sir, your 
obliged, humble servant in Christ, 

D. Maxwjux. 



LETTER LXIIL 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

November 2^ 1788. 

" Gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men 
in. the furnace of adversity,'' for such wise endsy 
and sdutary purposes, as Ailly justify the Divine 
procedure, and richly repay the sufferer. I hope» 
Mn M.'s happy experience bears testimony ta 
this trdth. I shall be glad to hear that he ii 
restored to former health and usefulness, and 
that his path of rftity is so clearly marked, as to 
supersede th^ necessity of listening to any one 
for direction. I believe the soul that walks 
closely with God, will in most, if not in every 
case, have the line drawn for him by unerring 
Wisdom. Attending continually, to an indwdl-* 
ing God, we hear the small, stUl voice, saying,-^ 
" This is the ^vay, walk ye in it." 

I now begin to believe, that the Lord's very 
gr^cibus dealings with me are intended for higher 
purposes than merely the comfort of my own 
soul 5 and, therefore, do more frequently, and 



162 THv um or 

explicitly tban ^ver^ endeatoinr td (ell those tfaaC 
fear Qod, what be has done for me 3 if, perad- 
renture, the simple recital may be in the smallest 
di^ree profitable to them ; though herein^ satan 
withstands me greatly. Yet upon every proper 
occasion, I endeavour, in weakness, to offer it up 
as a sacrifice to my God (with a single eye tp hisi . 
glory,) upon that altar which alone can sanctify 
the gift* I feel more than ever called to wrestle 
in mighty prayer- for the prosperity of Zion ; more 
especially for some particular souls : and tKi$- 
mornings I think 1 obtained faith for one, to- 
gether with tbe strongest hopes for many, who 
^1«{> pressed upon me, so crowded befbre me^ 
whUe in secret b^i^ tbe Lovd, that a necessity 
was laid upon me by I2ie Qeurer of prayer him>* 
self, to be impoitunate for them : bat for all, on^ 
blessing tmfy was in View,'«-Hejitire sanct^cation f 
01 wbat we sometimes eall ChrisHan perfBctian^ 

This important dooiSrine of our boly religion^ 
more especially aa it relates to expenence, i^o w 
almost wholly occupies my mind *, at least, all 
the tkne I can spare fronts business, &c. &c. and 
I really think the Lord has prepared a people 
here fbr enteriz^ the good land» O that he would 
bring them in ! Assist them by your pvayers.. ^ 
'ffae injurious bar of unbelief prevents their 
taking immediate possesion, not seeing clearly 
it is by simple faith ^lone. 

How shall I sufficiently praise the Lord that 
I am still a happy inhabitant of that deli^tful 
land ? Stil) struggling to scale the mount of 
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holiest love^ I have gained some steps, bat feel 
restless to reach the summit. My God is to me 
as a place of broad rivers, wide and deep. I 
rest in him ; I dwell in him. Sinking into him^ 
I lose myself; and prove a life of fellowship 
with Deity so divinely sweet, I would not re- 
linquish it for a thousand worlds. It is, indeed, 
a narrow path ; but love levels every niountain — 
makes all easy. 

<< O I«i9?e I)if iiw. b«W VINMI tlioii «H !** 

When I look back, I vejeice to see wiiat I am 
saved from : when I lack forward, it is all a pure 
expanse of unbounded love. Surely the heaven 
id h^wm is love. 

May you, more tinii ever, find tins Dtviae 
Ikrificlpfe crverflowiogyourBoul; aweetentag ewry 
Utter cup ; making every burthen light. But I 
em called awtty, and mvftt cpndode by sa^ng, 
I~ wotdd hope your remaining years will be pecu«- 
liarly devoted to the interests of Chriiiian per^ 
fetikm ; promoting it by every possiUe meatis i 
and may the Lord succeed your every attempt^ 
prays. Rev. Sir, your obliged, humble servant ia 
Jesus, D* M4XWBtli% 
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Lad^ Maxweil^s muUifarious engagements — Diary 
£onUn^ed — She again visits BriitoU^meeiM »ii^ 
many perplexities respecting Hope Chag^L 

Lady Maxwell's engagements during this year 
were so numerous and important, that she had 
but little leisure left for friendly' correspondence. 
The care of many of the churches now devolved 
upon her; and the constant attention which 
. these demanded, nearly absorbed the whole of 
her time. To one of her friends, she thus apolo- 
gizes for long silence. *^ I have often wished, 
and intended to wnte you, but have kpen pre* 
vented. Though the pen is necessarily, and 
almost constantly in my hand, even to the injjitry 
of my health, I can seldom enjoy the privilege of 
writing to a Christian friend. My peculiar situa* 
tion deprives me of many privileges^ How, then, 
xan I sufficiently adore the goodness, and admire 
the power, that, while thus situated, keeps my, 
soul alive to Divine things.^ ^ But though she 
was thus obliged to remit all avoidable corre- 
spondence,^ she coi2tinued her diary nearly with 
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«s much frequency and fulness as ever. To this, 
therefore^ we shall, for this year, again have re* 
course. And surely^ it must be encouraging to 
every faidiful and laborious servant of Jesus, to 
observe in th^ experience of this eminent saint^ 
such a remarkable accomplishment of that pre- 
cious promise : ^' My grace is sufficient for thee, 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 



January 2&« Still I have cause to sing of 
mercy. My Qod is still gracious in secret and 
public, opens my mouth in his cause, and causes 
my pen to move swiftly upon the delightful 
theme. He enables me to devbe liberal things 
for my felk>w*creatures, and draws out my sou! 
to the stranger, the ignorant, and the poor ; and 
enables me to go on my way rejoicing. The 
trials which he permits, he supports me under, 
and delivers me from ; frequently disappointing 
my fears. But I feel ashamed I do not make 
greater progress } that my love is so cold ; that 
I come so continually short. Yet my God bears 
with m^ in the most tender manner. O the 
height and depth of redeeming love ! Still the 
Bible is a source of uncommon comfort and 
profit to me ; and still I have sweet times of re* 
freshing in. secret prayer. 

February 7- Innumerable opportunities are 
now given me, for promoting the temporal 
and spiritual good of my fellow-creatures. I am 
not permitted to reason, and thereby weaken 



166 -niii Linl or 

my own bunds^ by consideridg boW itodequat^ 
theiostnim^it^ to the arduous task of pi'oducing 
permanent good, Ihity i6 ibine^ tvtMs ai^ the 
I^rd^a^ Stilly I ifialk m eh^ li^hl of a lumitioo^ 
fiiitb fdr sflMtificatictti : though ifi a totieb lower 
degree flian ^any highly f&f otiteiS otief^ ; but I 
am sweetly invited daily to ttitcA up highcfi-. 

' 28^ Had a aweel^ thdbgh nhott^ visit 

from on high this day \ a precious touch of the 
love of Jesus* Hearing from the pulpit yester- 
day of the too common evil of th^ Christian 
fidling'from his first love^ I was liid to examini^ 
my own experience qvl tiiia point ; and after ^ 
review of the years which hove efopsed' sii&c^ I 
first knew the pardoning love of Odd^ I find, 
if my heart does not deceive me> reason tid totk-*' 
olude^ I have not lost my fint love ; yfet have 
much cause to lament, that I have not made 
greater progress, in th^ Christian foitb s and atei),* 
to admire the long-^sufibring patienctg of a ghib- 
Qions Ood, and his tender detdingd With ^e« O 
iw a heart and life t6 praise him as I wi^S and 
ought. **-^ ^ 

April U» I feel Ashamed, that though tittie 
passea Quickly away, 1 do little to the purpose 
i& Uie course of it. I feel at times deeply httm- 
btod oh this account; eVdii when the Lord is 
gracious. O my God, stfengtheti itiy hands 
herein \ make me as active, and as zealous, and 
aaueefttli as humanity and my partieulaf situation 
will admit* I would fiiin ctt>wd as much Wotk 
^ poaaible into^y tiltle spaa of lif«. Lon^ let 



JDARCY, LA9Y MAXWELL. 167 

not tfae^hoBt of mard^red or wasted time faannt - 
me^m.d^th bed, 

15, Much with others ; might have beea 

more spiritttal io my conversation. Had many 
ten^lorlEiL Ibiogs to meation ; but, though the end 
wat good^ I erred in the tinte spent ia them. In 
f enextEil^. I find it best to carry all my matters to 
a throne of grace, and to obtain dinectioii from 
the Source of Wisdom : yet^ I must confess^ the 
Lord often teaches me through the medium of 
the crelttttre, L cannot, therefore, condemn the 
]a9easnre> but only wish to have the line drawu 
for me^ by him with whom ia the 'residue of the 
Spirits I Ml humbled for my mistakes ^ and 
short-^omin^s ; yet the Lord was good, and 
shewed me the more excellent way^ O th^t» 
henceforward I may walk in it, and always find 
rest to ray soul. 

May 30. O what oadse td praise redeeming 
mercy* My cdmmisnioa with God the Father, 
and SoD> hat beeb in a veiy peculiar maimer^ in • 
expressi^ delightful. I have been strengthened 
by it, both in body and mind | and carried tbn^Ugh 
mock trying and perplexed business with ease* 
Wheti ^e enemy would have poured in, his 
temptation found no place in me : in the same 
niotticnC^ I found myself lifted up, God himself 
was at my right hand, and poured his love into « 
my soul. How unworthy of all this love; I would 
lie low before my God« I fed bis will very pre- 
cious, and his word a source of much profit, 
strength, and comfort to niy mind. 

June 7* Since last date t hove been struggling ' 
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throog^b varioiH: Jtrialar. Thetddiiljf^^^dk^rtkm ^f 
Divine power keeps me slafidingu;Aittt)y' tt^!!i^^s 
Are obtained tbroQgb ttaatidlMiii^tb^ aftdJedt^e^e 
coaacions of .my .o»'n .^^peakncBs^' aikcttnicto^^gtdat 
f>i;ligBttoiis to ledeemiDg: dove ::niirMi: mtlciDd0dl#e 
to aaeribe all the glory where alone it »^'^40fe. 
Tfa^ momiog^ in my way to^tJielidusebf^jIBcid^ I 
hadisiMne d^gfatfnl views .of^omdisweit jwdl- 
IsitioiiA »pon^ tbc greatpiavilcge^Bf faranp6o4i|is 
my. Father 3 and went widi^ andlltenlMa'lofilre-- 
,«ewing . Q>y^ ^eagageimaists^tiy bec' the Lotdhpflt ins 
owQ:>lalde. Whwitkere^^Nras^nneiqpitebedfeptvlEOti 
itl, an4 mtiehrtemptedi^ *I asked i>r leaiae to^^tliy 
till I bad ixunmunicated^ wbiohMvvai gjnutted. 
At theteble^ihe Loud was uoapeaiudilyigtfieiMia. 
I wv.his foloess; lidt it : i'^uuk' stwe^y^into 
him. Father and Soul^vetyaeaaUi^rfiligbdait 
was a precioua season* .^ -,& p/^- ^^^ -r. 

/— -28. ToUedalldi^.bBkcaugbtnUttle^ldU 
t)x^. Girdling. I then got a view of th^ f^M^i^of 
Godj, and. felt linking into iu I loi^ J(^ deeper 
impressions ,<>f J^livine, thiog3j 1 woaldillMliCKrP 
solemn; every moment pierced witbaaew^ of 
the piviiie pc»e$ence., 1 woii}d be .|)t|ed.JBEith 
the fuM a^^itrunee < f\f.bGpe unto ihe eml^ ^^^} A^ 



Ay'p.-^ 



. * ** 1 believe a few, but very few Christians, -have an as- 
' sarabce fe&ttk Ood of evei^asting' salTation ; ind'Aa^ft^ W^ 
thtngwhidi tfie apostle tenns^ tk9 phi^kk^ hWfi^'lii^ 
ttwQtMe ^ hope, . • ' '*« -' 'Uj ^'u^ t 

I beiieYg inoj^.J^»T^«iM^ an tmm»f^ ^ t^ngnpzui^ 
the favour of Oxnd, as excludes all 4pubt ac^ f^^-^.r ^^4 
^n; ff t ad not mistake, the apostle means bj tKepUro* 

Wesley' 9 Works, Vol. xiii; p^iKJf. 
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.A>p«t things too qtiickly; speakings thinking, 
praying, reading. The Lord, in tender com- 
passion, shews me the most excellent way in ail 
thi^s> but I learn slowly, and have reason to 
admire his patience. O for a heart to praise him 
ipore. 

Jttjy 3. This day, also, has proved a good 
Hm^ though confined to bed. In the evening, 
my cup oyerfiewed, and I was constrained to 
tell tliose, who desire to love the Lord, what 
he had done, and was doing for my soul. How 
UDWjearied his kindness ! How numberless my 
obligations! I am confounded, when I think 
of my unworthiness ; of my shortcomings ; and 
bow little love I have to thjs gracious Ood, ,after 
alt he has done. But the more I meditate upon 
these humiliating circumstances, the more he 
increases his kindness to me. Eternity alone can 
unfold the wondrous tale. It is more than mortal 
language can express, or human thought con* 
ceive. ^But^ O, eternity will in some measure 
capacWM^for glorifying and enjoying this Source 

-• 10. Much .business of various kinds has 

falieu to be done th«se days past. I am a wonder 
to myself. Unable to do any thing of myself to 
purpose, yet called do to much. I trust all is of 
God, who guides my pen, my tongue, my heart. 
As one proof of tbis> he keeps my mind above 
all, and with himself; entirely dependent upon 
himself. O, what oil to the wheels of the socil 
do I fipd divine love. Without ^|Jiis, I i^hoyjiii 

Vol. II. I 



.tedd6d tiru/e bewriify on $ if I did oei »topbflllD- 
-gether. I Jiave had 4Xie^ opperlumties^lar pm- 
itiUNybig the •itifiiufil interefrt? <^ tirlheBiidbitei^; 
vAiaol iity:5Qttl has pMled ivilh^oeTau»4effi«B»Itb 
^emt^vi^ tb^m ivU, aitd aaai^ ^ m^t^ t jbo^-^iseMf. 
gsDB enlaif^QB the heart in good-mH.i;Q:«ll<^;lBa«e 
Is t$o motiopoly^ no 'iiiK}}u#i« «faait»c$ tm 

^ciMft Uttt I am/ttotr^ pceli6«f^\mtiJB^.piaoe^ 
Iwpteottiilf tbe mm^^t3i^ntx9i'p^^o^Mmmf^(Sm 
yoiOttmoiibMi to me>^ trIeUli ites dAmlgtmtf didtwde. 

M^«8iroi^4<» do hii^^iH ta^\aU'tbiBg9£b l : >P 

'<*-T-«* 84. My Ctod i^Joic8lk>over^ to d& me 
KMd Item ^ay to ttay. In aecrtlif tiirfttri tUs 
aM^iins:, Jtmi dr## delightfully ffl%h>l-ifeok 
3dy «otdi'8 bright tfioitdfig^ atat^ ine^ Mm^f toe 
tMroagh evety dffiealfy. hMMngioMm^^maii^ 
4:«lisi& tndt down to inolee«biliS)^ and itrngit ^fiib^ 
wts^nadesmodA. 'V 

The^doad^now seems decidecHy to poinjb^d^«the 
^klqtbf and niy';ntitid^da mortr seeonipiMb to 
'tl«e:VariO!itt^4iifd»<»f a ietig jmcxieyi . 'nieigjl^f 
Am3^<}od< is i^K^lociv^hata^ar .^aspie^ it^iardai«. 
4 am Atf, asid.wmUjga^ At5ta3^^rtaffiac)^lfhat 
ihb^appoinla." - ^: .*'-••' ^ i ■'-:',;•■■} iiic.'7v/i''' 

•:.'■■ - •-. ! "♦'- . ♦ ; V-!' 'ioi )'{,-)' 

; 'Sinng ^Uy satisfied^ that 4^ foger of /PmH^ 
iid«sei6e again pobita^^ to Briatol^ iodif Mwwell 
i^aCt 9difi[tiai^>0tt fte 17th 0ffAc^t«: ^ei tit- 
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inEtttfdr;by- short steges, mA at wtvy plaee nirtieris 
riifir.' mited^ «Bdettvo»r«^ «s muftl^ to promote 
tbe oebusef :af T^igfien. Slie <arviv«d at N^ybte 
HooBB'-^ftersfiTdt nigh<:> ^^vnom >iitit by exceBsive 
fil%Ae^6^felMving kome j butliere « s{^ere of 
uwfulntes BOon pM$ented'4ftse)f/' 'and this nm* 
niaiwd iMli^citeadE >ber ^languid powen/' 
fFlK iiekt^diQ^ die> ^maehed Moflht x "^ Many op^ 
portuBttiesiofiteedoii theTbad/and ^lev^^hank^ 
fidly airtlwod {^^ but 4a tiiis'UMvnv the '^prospect 
df gwd tM» darir asd dktoimigingf.'^ ^Paasti^ 
thraaghi^PatiiSikh and Siiap/ 8fae timchel Btiiton 
on Satnrdajr i»^t ithe 9hit« ^The fiesfit day sbe 
wrote : ^*>Wau confined to bed all the mor^g^ 
haft b«t«t preeioas -Ikhe. My moeith was 'opened 

to ^{ieakcc^aiiii fo^ ^^ I'^^ > ^iid (was^i^oured 
uritb many oppottamties to act ^fbr thn/* She 

tas^notiwonkd ihe'oourse ofber jonmeyhig the 
fbltowiag*week ; but on Friday the^th^^tre find 
her at Wolverhampton^ where ^tm made die fol- 
lowing entry in her IMary >-s*^^ancc my last 
date at Barton, I have gone ovtjrimich ground, 
tmd ^ati'^tery [dace endeavoured to bear nry tes- 
timeliy^' inrti aasall degree, for Jesus. Except at . 
paitzcti^ tmies^ my joy has not'b^en so great. 
I' innre' been kept in peace 5 -my evidence^ 
wxipdi^aliy clear for sailrtification ; -so aa io 
surprise' myself, and to stimulate me i:o 'do tdl I 
icould "for that God ■wHto'does' so much for me. 
•When^ihur letnpteyed,' I am in .my elec^nt, 
though istteh ftirongly opposes. Thia d«y,i« 
triercitig coQScioi»hess ol my ahogrH^ixrinfS' istfd 

I 2 
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grent unworthiness^ has humbled ai)d broken Oie 
down before. God. I perceive such a .waqt. of 
wisdom^i judgement^ aud indeed every thiag .w^H^h 
might lead to self-applause^ or to a trusting in any 
thing short of God himself^ for direction in every 
thougfit^ wo;:d^ and action ; as to oaakeme stand 
astonished that be should bear with me. ., O what 
a, bottooiless abyss i^ redeewng Ipve* ,Ppr Iiouxs^ 
while under this humbling ex^ipcise of nund^ God 
the Father and Son drew sweetly . p^bj and 
melted down m^ heart into a very tender frame^ 
and diiew outj^y soul in. strong desjires fpr more^ 
love^ mpr/e ^e^yenly wisdom^ and s^t^ iugr^ase 
of Diviae .life/' - 

On the second of September^ her Jiadyship 
arrived at Bristol^ under a lively seni^^, of the 
pivine goodness. The next day she wrote; 
^^ Through much mercy^ <;ame here last nighty 
br6ught through many fears^ dangei:$,,Ai|d trials. 
Words fail to say how gracious the Lord has been 
%o me. How he strengthens my trust in him, 
my expectatipns from him, and my confidence 
in what be has wrought in me, with respect to 
Sfmctifioationt He comforts me miK^hin refer- 
ence to his work, in this place j so that I do 
e24piect be will appear in my behalf, ami. cmy 
me through every difficulty." . . ^ ^ . 

, Lady M^-- continued in Bristol uj^Ji the^^^Otb 
of October. She had much perplexipgi^d,]b^r«- 
pas^iug busine^s^ which kept her coiu^faji^j^m- 
#l<>Sed i .but was a^o fcvpured «?itb H«K:|^|Jgi?>j%e 
jfHPPOrt* Many tilings, tending to pbstWQt^e 






*l^6rk in'*which stie was ehgaged/were happilj^ 
tfembl^ed/ and aii increase of ^pecuniary aid was 
affoi^detf.' ' The foH<)Wing extract, written on her 
^rriVah-kt hbme, 'affords furthef light on the 
bb^^gctd of thl^'joutftey. ^LeR Bristd Ho'tWells 
<<tflhe'40tfi<rf October. I have mtich cAuse to 
WeSs the liorfl for his goodness tb trte while there, 
trirf for%is reriiarkable interpositions iri behalf of 
y^^woi^k at'the Wdb t pa«icMarly ii^ indteing 
tliebe^rt of ^e heir-at-law to do all I asked, and 
in thfe Way I propoised. WithotH this, I oooW 
trot have gone'ba* nieLord was trith me of n 
truth J 'rtidted' djt)wn motintainfe of difficuHy, and 
brought wonderful things to T)a6S. This was 
ikgtee^^ to' the hopes^he had given jne befwe I 
ieft home. He is a f^it^fal Godt with truth I 
*fniiy set tAff seaT to this. After travelling upwards 
of ftmr huridred'tAffes, Mfnth my owtt horses, 
Ihrtnigh 'mtM^ bad road, .and sometimes under 
heavy raSns trtid high Winds^ hebmughtTOein 
health aud pei^e to m;^ own halMtation on the 
7th* bf November; On the road home, be gave 
me nuaiiy oppbrttinities forp^moting l?he spi* 
lltualiind temporal interests of^my felkxiv-eTea* 
ttires^ and many comfortable and prdfittible in- 
tervieWafmth (%ri^ian«. Mayan effectaalbtessv 
ing attend both/' t ^ '. 

• 'Phe-fotfowing extracts MfiH'^iondaet to the 
iflbsd^df afe ye*r. . ^^ '"'- •'■.-^; • 

^^^ IHSfcfettAer 17. My comfbri-wfes tensSblfte. 
^Itt^dEk^ iMi mornings and the lieittimdny «if tlUe 
Hblj^^Sjiirit difeaif, cttore eM)eclhlly eftw, iirid*di#, 
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»y JfoUi(>«9hip. in^ Ibe Snered Thcee. was mast 
d^gbtfulk I was . fensdwed mA anotbar otoar 
view o£ the Holy TiwaHf^f and . ffom- tbe abmi- 
4anQe of my boRrli^ my xdouth spoke, to those 
al>out ;nie of tins wittrass .^af^ fiiffmeJkMFe^. andiUbe 
«ap§octit affordedfioi the day; of tmttble. Butj^ 
O Lord^ do tikoa epX^i^ my s^AtnH b^t'^^^ 
amt etmble loe.to glorify thee«i flU me^ wUb holy 
humbly I<Hre. Liet lover comiiiand. my heafft>! aW 
fully goferq my life^ let loveb^thespriDgaedi isile 
of a^tion/in-my^oul ; thextsliaUrly nioie;thaii(evetv 
put QDib^w^ of^oi^asiiion aodit^;idfifAf$paf|Qatt. 
-^-«*^25« Devoted mysdfi.aa,ti9wdl^jiq;>9n,thi3 
day> toi Sim, whom I ani^^aQd. .wibfm/I .w^r. to 
senre^. I wen^ii^tbjSV(!eeU<ka«recai)d(ex|M 
to hifthoMcrtatbaokhimiforliJiiunapeaJc^r^^ 
bntmyvaal.deaices^wcKenol.fiiliyfSRttfAei^. ;Bbi&- 
tiiraed agaao in theevening^fautialiUiX.loaked fw 
more than. I received. . Yet Lain;afaMitbte^« from 
unequisrocal evideoi^ that the. Maerkiof. £r|UQecia 
advaadKi:^ in my sonL pmyfied^ot evsary.viiexye 
.he pntiiQ. stretch, for ^lea. May JieausLbejilhtl^ 
world to Hie, and all: my amli bei love«.^,.H(or 
-greasy the anystgiyiOfrfflidKnrwa.;. '^ Chxi^:iBfitti£Bat 
ia the flesh/' The everhatiog EeUatr^: ihe Pmiee 
<>f Peace/ beoooiiBg' a childi dotbod;! nivit^.bnm^ 
nity ! The short line of humaxi reaaMbJOauBikt 
sound this.bottotnless. tdiys&oof oitKC^;. iiis.too 
dee]^ for Us.' NcHr'does God measttiniwesheddd 
4oJ9e':««iP pIiB]3itM^>k< the^eptba e#fiMtyV^ut 
flliM^wesbodiiidiero^ iof^ «ii«^'^Qb^» mi^^f^^ 
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Ci?i:f:f;^4n^8Cf . resumed with, if r^ Matter^ Mrt. 
\ Johnson^ and Miss Ritckifirr-Ladtf ^ — visits Cjfur^ 
tisle^, fVigtoUj and Workington* 






Wi shall now again recur to Lady Maxweirs 
correspondence. Though her Diary enters into 
greater* detail relative to her religious experience, 
and' is much toore circurnstaotialj^ yet the fol- 
lowing letters substantially embrace what feh^'has 
tJiere recorded j while at the same time, they 
glance at other interesting particulars which are 
not elsewhere noticed. There is, besides, a fas- 
cinating charm in an epistolary communication 
of sentiment and feeling, which it is believed 
will be more interesting to the generality of 
readers. 
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. TQ THE BEV. ALEX. MATU£B. . 

jrM^v teller's Ijfttter p^esfwksri w ii0ir^efM& 
l^eftw?j 0$ ft i#Bd t^a^er ly 4ti9^]M» fiD ^ reff^^ 
loss ; yetj tliraugh grace, xmvigfmtfpmm ^ .^bocil 
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nfttorat feelings^ and thereby preserved 'from ex- 
ccidaiVe sQ^it)Mr: this al^ne can lead 4s -to that 
happy medium which- Oodalldws | w<^ amiable 
of ourselves to draw . the )ihe« Nittd^^ ' i^ ptbtke 
t^ Excess } aod tiie botinderies b^ween r^hl ^rid 
Wiiong, tike those of light and dhad^^ are ^par&led 
bjr>irfery narrow, ahd almost impercfe^lffile TiBfl^ftit/ 
Tlitte is • certainly nothing wbidh proivcj^ stidt 
kn €^fidctiial preseri'atif e, against v^fbitditer vrocrld 
ekher more immediately^ or remotg^v^ ^^^ ^ 
httrl the soul ; as having God the t>\3§fgoiti€ff\mDe 
^{H'eme affisction, teignitig V(^itbout a rmtl'jfaoPlte 
heart. The magnetic virtue of tbi» pcfwerfiri 
attractive, draws all the affectionate poitreos xxf 
file sotil to one point; imd perman^eiiitfy^diGes 
' ^m upon their Divihe c^ntr^. Similar to.:tbiei 
^ects of a convex lenfi, which^ wbetr drawn ^te 
iits^'prop^ focus, colleots the sc^tt^ndnreys ioC 
the sun, which, while diffosed^ producjol little 
h^a^ ; btit when thus (x>beentrated, Idadlas u^firei 
that oonsuines whatever corner in its«wagn.> Wha 
la^^ld i^t wish to feel tl>e pui^fyiHg^foix^ jof/iiiBs 
sacr^ jBlame, burning up all their^diross. .. . : : 
^ Tfiotigh^ not yet im- entire ronveft to thodoc-" 
trlfl^ of yocHTlast, upon t^e ^ei»apter of setf^ Isor 
W allow of w)>at you kive sai^, that I: may .with 
JE^^nity, let you kno^a^fe^ir partScuiat^. 'Ithar^^ 
h^ iatdy^^ ^ tE^cottim)t>nl^ ^30aTe coitflicttwkk 
ihe'dd&bfneftf p<>wers of darkn«s0) /frho^Jtnr if^se 

i^S(M.^ Y f6^di^«}«f ^¥tiibh^ra€re^4iad3hitte0bl9 
i%cePK^ iKi^ld'bftfe^ hem^tm O^^edgf t«4>rbi(r 



tofy off victorious^ without a remarkable ibterpo* 

^ition of . Him, wtiQ is atronger than man^ devils, 

aofi^mi* While wrei^ing^ not against flesh and 

hlood^ bnt^agpiinst principidities, and powers^ and 

spidtual wickedilesses in. high places^ I endear 

▼pxun^d'to advert. iny privileges.; lusd^ bysimpte 

fEothtf to.hpld fast what had been freely bestowedj 

fensib^ ,i^aceii^6d> and long and comfortably en* 

jqyed^ A^tempor^ c^ssatipn of arms seemed 

to tnke place ; bill: the instant this exercise was 

inibermiUed^. my foes rei^wed their attack with 

redoubled fijtry^ and roared ^pon me as so many 

fanUsofQadittn. This, more than ever, convinced 

me ef Islir stef ling velue of faith ; as being the 

Ofdyr stK»esafoI weapcm with whiah to fight the 

ibiilties oit^the Lordi But lest I be t^dioas, by 

attcmptiBg' to detail Che various circtimstanqes.of 

lbi&. serimia AgagONPient ; sufiice it to say, after 

many faoucs of. 41&]^ress, in the cowse of whicb^ 

I was not suffered to jyidd ap hair's breadth ig 

my /enei^es, -. I ^ti^ned a final victory. A hea- 

vetfiiy calm soo<»6dadj wA I had peace ia all my 

. borders. . For this- 1 was very thankful, and, at 

the -time did not look fav more ; but he, who is 

rich in miercy, bad prepared greater things : 

J<riiim«(&jhimaelf came down, in s<:^kmn majesty* 

My inmost soul felt pierii^^Qd with a deep sensed 

his presence 3 /vfdiile he p^rnutted ine to ^QJi^y 

deep eoniiKriMiion with hin[)se}f. < ^ei^ was, ia(|e«4 

ia f^faearan>0f Jiov^e^ and all that sacred a^W^.th^ 

<bi]ie8itidt(m^ve$--/ Ai few. mipf^s enjoyment pf 

MsbimwwMfi iJit€^iew, would^ve -pisfin., ^ 
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the;Mb^t Higfh tlriid abides -with me?/ Be • aWft* 
jiished; O bettvem ! Tbe dt^ after tbis^ exlm^- 
ordinary visit, ^ beiog the Lord's-day, I bad an 
oi^rtanityofparUafiB^df £bo>so)ei»tt ordiamaet 
of the supper. Here^my allowance was^ mush 
larger. While ^t the sacred' table, I fell; not only 
joined in spirit to the general assembly of the 
first-born ; but^ by faith; Moh&^oft/lemiVikf^ea 
ap/pearcd open, to gtvcti view of ItieWttsJieain* 
habitaiits : aM, fbr softie mifi«tes, the Intrsic tyf 
the prions plaee seemed t<^ soutid- ih my ^tinf< 
irrrtnetoitely^after^ Father, S6ti, atid4My^i»i8t 
sensTbty ^iicamped kbout iMt I felr^tisrMtided 
^th^BfeJty/ lit aH its plenitude of love n^A^i^mm 
^— lost irfhvotodferi Ibve, aitd pfnlsei^-^imiS^moed 
^fntliii itiexpressibte en^ of the beatific 

Ttsiori; Vhw good' is God f Assist m^ id {^hdse 
liiin, m&Ho gain^everypo^IMe #lvaiitagi» by thfe 
retJenf instaneef of Iftt-lote^^ tbe«ceoiiiit^of'wliteli, 
fot- ^^nt ^bf time; an^i Itotnihmf JilteiTOptJOM, 
i^VerJritefecrtVbj IStif the ritenflfeiof leve must 
l^dve^^t^imcciitney. - ■ • ''' ^ '^ ■■' • >•■ •• 
' - ^Vify6}yfe&}6uif^erf want fWly supplied by 
;6o£ ^^finjbying MmV itfiM^fiime 'g^^^&ofiiidke 
iim'letddMtiiT. 'A^'uprof^s^voHMtl^eiilleiiiaifi^ i heir 

•^tl/He^gmSei^'a noisier sei<^e^bei«Mi«riitedd 

doctrines $ but as a vita), ener^tieprinri|dii^tlilkit 



pi^tt^tar.li^utiful muformity.of cQii4i»rt> jao() 
veqiecto^ility cf ohiuracter* So that af l^iy ixi 
m^ rcflpive ;tibie Riviue plaudit^ " WcU jdoiie/* 

— - * • / . • . , .1 

>>' -i LETTER LXIV. 

/ TO^ MRS. JOHNSON, 

J take the oppctttni^ity .of a frank^ to inquire 
after tbe' wdifiire of my sifter ia Jesm ; and how 
the WQrk of the Lord prospers ^n herhaads? 
Ai$o to iiiform her^ that he is get(,\ng himself 
Iflory here^ m t^e hearts of both saints and 
;«ibnev9 s and> this even through the feeble inatru*- 
•Qu^ntality of the unworthy individual. that now 
^commumeateft th^ pleasing intelligeni^. 

For some time) I have met a few yovngi women 

on the !bord's-day, who appeared atfairst (ovfuU 

salivation* .From time to tiine^ I 3imply told 

them what the Loird had donefor mypwn soul ; 

and what h^ w^ willhig |ta do for them. I found 

them daily laid upon my mind .in prayer;, and 

the last time I met them, while plying that. the 

Bortf would wisfi them up, a%witoe^eaof his 

power jto:«ave |o. the i^tterw^t^ , ppe v^ijas s^tat 

:foH Bberty.: fu»d f expect^ *t .next opp^i^l^nfly, 

^ afind thit otbf»» hi|W be^n enabled i^^ 

'bor.^am»ptet/ H^Tj[^:to w^fti* gf^io»i*^j^ 

.foe- b». :'«W*i»ft. .!.% .^c?»rit !« Ja>ed^^h gK^. 



affi^^tipaailfe ad^k^Q/wHb mipeci:jbO);tvw3^^<rfjiQ»r 
|>re»cher^, who are botb.atlMrsit for pfif fo^t Jqv^ 
Hdp tJbiwn by your pruyer*- He. ia *jfwdwfclly. 
and ddighlfully present in (^be liUl^ ^}tu»<^.^bicj^ 
the preachers meet in my houa!Q,,.and Qpeos 
my moutbt to apeak exfimt]^ beiqm tb^lDs of 
the work he has wixwght in ipy awq aquU 
This they receive with g)adnea$> wd ih^ I^ofd 
bears testinio&y to the tr«iyi> ia theij: b^Qf^rts^ 
and gives me a present rewoard 93 a pr^^i x>f .Im 
approbatioo. O let 1^ blesa bfni^ who m ^'oyk\ng 
so wanderf ulLy. 

I have a pleasing hope of this being the begin- 
ning of great things/ The 'Work goe^ on sweetly 
and sensibly in my own. soul, I have felt such 
a delightful sinking into Jehovah, for many weeks, 
as language fails to ex])ress : a losing myself in 
the depths of Deity. As trials of various kinds 
increase : so does the goodness of my God ; I 
feel bis loving eye continually upoiLme. Jie has 
kindled such a flame of Divine love^amy $oul, 
aa I hope' MfiU never b^ eidinguiaiicd.; but burn 
hrightev' and brigbt^,; tiU it rotogle, with 4be 
fa^2e ofijet^ntal day. I think tim faaurappoiated 
{o^ our meetings at a throne of graoo^ baa been 
.bles8sd;^t0.bath. M^y Ood increase us> and fill 
with all iOB communicable fulness. 
. .I;j}eli6(ve iMr«. Jttm will leave the WelUubqut 
the ecd< of May, Jbpcing tiad a call to succeed 
.Mr;Tw<ajt;B — .. Mea^Pr*- alsatbuiks of moving. 
Miss^ft-r/bas taken ^pfifence. MnB--f?> thaioaten- 
^fjisiSfi maoBger^ :itak)98 do aptire pati^ Swa weak 



^ ytrntiptn^t^i * lo see Wbew^Ve be 4:0irteiid9, 
asfd^lhatr'be vi^^uld^hew me his will^ ain^d^eoajbie 

' Udle^ (jite ifghi: ^hies so otear; as to make 
aiiietfaer j^utfiiey decidddly plain, I oanHot think 
.of 'going th^pe tbiB Mnimen 

HidpiDgf4o bear g^d aocoufits from you soon, 
^iid wifiMfig yo«i a)smftipr0gres6 in the beoreuly 
TOad^' t atitj,. deaviMm. Johftsou'^ feUonr^piigfim 

and well-wisher in Jesus, D, Maxwtolv - 
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. TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 



^' - . Rbv4 Sir, . ":.. 

I have perused yonr valuable manuscript udAh 
much satisfiMetiun aud profits Wlule I read it, 
the Lord shone upon my taearC^ and upan:your 
words, and witmesaed to Vbe l»«tli <tf dt you 
Jiave advanced, in. support o£j.Cbristian per- 
fection. I bless my Go^) for ineHnidgioBd en- 
abling you so thoroughly: to investigate itiusiim* 
portant doctiriiie7>:whkb b§tsi been rcr long meg* 
> steeled. YcHi/ have ^£ .docp^ ^^red aoray much 
. suUiishy aiid4j:!aiBed -a*ifacavitifii4~^s(u^i6««Cru$tiire 
.aQpcs asQlkk.basis : asd^fby.isoiidaBi^i rend^^ 
i^a fiseent^ fenriias: toi ttoi'mhji»^af^f« fibri&t* 



TBefUiliQg people lorm of this isiparti^pift Jit^ihA 
of the beltev'^r's jHrivilege^ not oidy^ne^QKMMrily 
lead to mistakes in pntetice^ but make it a«^4Pt8^et 
pf contempt and derision* This will BO%i) lim^ 
foe the case in fature^ as you have happily iMfmed 
il;from the malice of eiteiiiias^ Mid th^miatl^esvof 
friends ; and set it fortbinits-orninative beauty. 
And thus viewed> what a Hwdy truth it is ! 
How worthy of its Divine Orif in&I ! How oma^ 
ineBtal to humanity ! May the Ali^ig^t^^ fiat go 
fprlh respecting it^ thea< manysbaU noC only 
see and admire^ but also happily enjoy the bless- 
ing, of perfect hwe^ Your sharp eye, however, 
will perceive that ^ few corrections will be 
uecesisary, before the mfilnuscript is ^nt to the 
pi^ss. You wUl forgive this fre^m 5 strictures 
do not become a female pen. 

. I thank Mt* M— for his additiou to the letter I- 
received frqrnl^vndee,. which was viewed through 
them^iiim-he wished; Mr.—— may grteve^ 
but cfin»iot <#ei¥i» I beUeVe the Lord Will lead 
n>e i^to «9 h^. ^M;eojO0erm>ig me^ Here I rest ; 
}.^W90l we(Hc by the lif^ of another. - B«t I 
foi^ap? I Mn M-r- nqdierstands mc^ thorougldy, 
^tOrjtbepoiiMiinhand. *. . 

c r I :> weuWh wHJfr touch Upon e more pleasing 
theme; the goodness of God to my ownr spnl« 
Qot^beif^i^tlbJBawt isHtt oo»i|)lain:^f tlie poverty 
3Qfoa(#r(aV!te}09c^ l«*iob jjwfcrootivejr? b«t-«n 
^«ftjterfwtciA4t^Ptbedei^ tbin^ of €fbd.^ Iba^e 



the iKM^dtid^liMM^Bt of* that «ffreek>tii» pp$^9e^ 
•f'Bfi^i«t^a?f^^he-p»mw hearty ft^ they shall 
s€^ fir**^*? flkKi^ I can' toy clatai t^a^ety small 
dfegHee^crf'i^feyj yet, in ^rtue of if ^ I clearly 
|!>ef<:«l^ theKTrfme'Obd' : a sense ^ I^ity rests 
^<9fir «&y'smii: t ^jc^dtMAi a sw^efesinkii^ into 
Jthovnhf as lean byiio means expr^s;- indeed 
it ^)e^ga«^'a^i•' description, and has almost every 
momeftt since I last ^^^te you at WakeAdd. I 
thenr mcrn&oned .a vnost remaitet^k manMestation 
I had been favoured ^Uii^inore particularly from 
God the Father^ at<)et|ded:w)tli that inexpressible 
ueamass^ or^ speaking more properly, a losing of 
myself in the depths of Deity : and still it con* 
tinuea..^ Ama^ng goodness ! This sweet sinking 
imo God so humbles the soul, and at tiie same 
time^ so exalts and aggrandizes it, as is pleasing 
and. profitable to experience. I an> kept alive to 
my 'Weakness and ignorance, Imt not disconraged ; 
because, on every application to my Qod^ I am 
raiaed above thim, when any cxertldn i^ nec^s^ 
fti^ on 'my pat& On Ihis aoeotmt, Itefu^iio 
w^rk assigned me, however unequal to the task; 
Athd, if at any time I make^ my way thyougti w>hat 
is difficult and perplexing^ I xdearly see tt^ whom 
Xbe ^ory ia due, and feel miic^ dWposiied to 
^ve^it^' ••' •'• ' '''i-'-- -^ • • .i '■• ' ;^"-'.;.' 
But I mfi^^)ia)M«»4<^Ae{ ti&ie iK^fflid'fait to eiui* 
nierati^ a|}-ito'kDitaQcea-ef (i^*t^tiivi gt^iom 
ttefdOhgft^) t^y Q0dv^ Tcr^'Ou.£^wrii^mo^'^^[ilfy 
en t1H»'«d^iSN» ^tiiah ^abMst xa^ix^ ocber^ \>Qmm 



i9| THIi^ UWB OP 

I Amhyo^ ^olearly onderf t«o4 vap^ It is.a, sinqp;]e 
imrratiQPr oif &ct^; m«ch inig^t h^ ^adde^^ but I 
foijbMr^ Myiiwdfthavebeeaawfi^bly^treag^ 
eood by y^ur o^anuaOTptf V(^ vi^tjira w$l ^xpiff^ 
coi^r^Sfpowl entirely with respect to.^j^eQt Iqye. 
Wishiqgyw a still fiiUer ^^mept o^^er/erjf 
gospel promise, I remain. Rev* §ii^ .your humbly 
servaoi» aqd w^l*wisber in J^^snsiy , ^ 



LETTER liXVI. 



)<-♦ 



TO MISS KITCHIE. 

Jii^^ 30, 1790. ' 

It Was kind in dear Miss Ritchie to write me^ 

more especially as, I believe, 1 owed her a letter. 

Indeed I have very little time left me for 'the 

pleasing and profitable employment of corm^ 

spondirig with Christians. But as this is by tke 

appointment of him, who overrcil^t^i all- things 

for his own glory, and eventually for his people's 

good, I vrish to offer it up as a sacrifice ta Mm, 

whose f'am, and whom in all things ! wish to 

'serve. '- " ■ ' - ..-,., 

Larignage' Is too faint to express what he 

has done' for my soul since I wrotfe last to 'Miss 

R. ' I f^eriostr In wonder, love, and praise !*-^ 

More especially since January last, my sofet^fis 

'centerecl' tn (jfodlii tf very pfeecrHif 'ttifemer.' I 

Imve siTnlS: Vnto Jehovah as a fl^op lltto'^fte ocetfri^ 

and 'by the consftani exertion of OftiMpei^^tit 

PoNverJ Aef^ 1 abide ;thotrgb^a!iyocseti(«ed by li 



DWne ^fc/re^4^^i^i^Dr to citrf^ <^*ftter< ^twMtSmiv" 

nadbt ^m'^(iig^t-%f const&iit' Aiid 4it«iMtted: 
eid^%feeiiti- ^IWi^ gdodi how g r»eloil»r 1»^ 
pert«h«ttV9d')6lrf«0*''' .'•'••r^ /' in;)i; . 

Yet, though b64fa!^ of lat^etilftrgeA fnj^tpadt^ 
of receivJbfe'y and sensibly increased my little 
stock, I atn deeply'^coffkcTous that what I new 
possess, is but as HHiK^p ift^rtrainic^ket, coittpared 
to that immensity from whence it flows ; or even 
to what he is w^t&g rt0 b^toyf^ ^ I am sweetly 
invited^ to .^Qine up higher, and partake more' 
laiyply :,an4 itis .acopforteWe Ihoiig^ti if we 
eoatiQiiQ si||iply^^ta foUow on to know the 
Lord," >hi9^.gotii^ ibrth shall still be befoite ius as . 
light, -and iu& brightness a3 a lamp that burneth/ 
On some occasions I am flayoured witb^tO|nishing 
views -of the fuliiiess of God, and of his.wilRngiiess 
to lA^art offit : this ^ fires my soul, so.cKpaa^s 
my. ^eittt^ that I Wf^uld grasp lo&nity jts^lfi But 
herei' I-am;giW»tly' wijbhstood,by Uie conj^bijied . 
powers of darkness, who uhite to drive me baqk,- 
and attempt to fill my mind with horror j^, wKile 
th^'i^efiw^sr of Deity — the majestic j^r.andi^ur ot, 
JfiboKatjHrtiie heavea of sacred ^we^ t\f^% &ili the^, 
plaGe,{Mmost ove^i^owers the h\^nan frame. Biii; 
he whalwQws.jWteFeo£-W^ a>rQ<iy)4^ -^^^ ^^y^ 
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intffiPii^Bm*'''4f9mt» the }>owef» afdaatow^'-^tdB*' 
in » m#Mt^>' tteheiHreiify g1ory> aa4py>ttm the 
sotilH^MipoMflg'tneilkMS^ of redeettiiiii^ tdw iM9i 
tfaiStliBairt. I iMkrforww^ to Ibat diiy^ ^i4m» dkk 
insriMiMllieApd^tfeEr shaft besofonMdiaa^ea^' 
to hear the dMzUagibflghlgDeiaof ttnmlofltfi^ty.^ 
Hail^ ausplciaous mormt Iiuiftddit:i8.very desiiy 
aUe tot iaidc& tbei asos£ro£ aur presenft flei^ing 
mooaento* : 

I soew to thnjve the greatest advaitfafefcom 
a Uutd^fmth. in. etmsiant esmmek 1!hi$ sfione^ 
wba4 I^ adfeadjr -possess^ and incMaaes the little 
stoej(«. Ib secret' pjpayer mid niedfttaAibn: : I eJHaiix 
eftlaiged' vmw > of the ^ »ilvai^fin of God^ 
and what ia thus: <&icoirered^ fa!& goes ottt 
aftery and; atccordbg ta its strengthv are. its. ce* 
torBflkt I prize. mUch:. the Pii^ile. Iiiachv^a^ 
with eajger attaation I list«i td 4jie Iwtv^y 
kssoBir^ and^pMt to reduce thew te pmeljie&t I 
daily feel the need of the preddus blood of 
spriaUifig^ dwell eoniiiiuaily wder its iitftaeiiceji 
a|KMlmqstsensibljiproii^ite4Qiiereigik»e0ieac^ It 
is by ttianw9t|nM9!.yiiJ^.ifi Mi^* alamy that I am. 
s0B0ed fi^em mt. Dear Mies; R« must be satisfied^ 
with a small abstract,: as I hai^e not time to, 
enlarge., Whm she can conyenlentljr write> I 
shall alwayii be. pleaaed t^ hear froaau hec^ and 
iidiwil»aa&spose arf(Q^'miBirtM>wiU^£Hs«y 1^^ 
advantage^.iiiake a vetem. 

There is no remaiitaUe rertvd amobgst ' trs 
l^fere: particidar souls are .blessed. I fiiequently 
ii^eet ft few ^unj; W4[>meii» wha are allve^ I hope 
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JWi>at£«Blidei^..^lriie0eiI hod goammgom buniie«i^ 

* Id the month of Aug^9t». Lady Maxwell again visited 
a few brthe Chapels' under her care in England. ^ On het 
ret«aSft;6he' wrote as follows in her INavy :<^ 

*^^€fmab&^2ir I set' out^ ftr^Ciillaie, WlfiNi, «ii 
W^ikkifflm^ «a JUdyJGfe/iilKiiiiiim^att tllie^lMi of ^Aogasli; 
and ^slltnled.h^Ke',(GeAte^ yesiwday. Ift thst eouosa eS 
these fourteen days« the Lord has heen enunently with me. 
He preserved man and heast, and guve me my heartVi 
desire respecting- the bnsiness I Went i^bout. Re also gave 
lue umiibedess opportunities* of "attemptiiig the -t emp o isl 
and > i p i rifnl * go t d og et fcc ss, with pewcrtemsstliSiv;. sttd 
niiel»ii7res3i <9udii^ffl|pwphip/«ith.ih« lMiinraiid)t)ie^4« 
la gpnesaV I. enjoyed .the.. witness* of sancti^cation, .and 
often a plenitude of the Divine presence. Truly my God 
was good to me/ Re strengthened for unuihuil exeriiona- 
itt'fiiideMM^'aiid^WlMlirtemfNted^atldtHedi he s u e c J M ife* 
-ajed- oostlbfled^'niBc^ mew» c pp f s irt lyi^ 09^9 taiief iwhea 

t^jiG^^. n^w yi k s h^ |Wc^e^^&flPQ|;.of gcaise ifi ^ay uoutb. 
Tarn iinalue to tell of all the kindness > and tenderness my 
6od*hath shewed tne since I left home. O that I m»y ^ 
faithfiil and bumble t*^ 
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i, am .sorry, to see by it thtbt yon vst vtill very 
poorly. Our Clod knows *^ what best^Cor. each 
will pn>?e :" and we,are wanioM tobelime that 
all bh di«pe]i$atioii& towards lihi-fieaplei whetbev 
joyoQs or grievoa/9ii.areiO(9iidi}ei«d'tt|>oatbb pria^ 
ciple. I bopei he ^i^ soon restete 'yism toifaeallb; 
and contiane yoar exlensive sphere ^tfusefidness 
to a late period* it i^ very desirable to ^ ap 
life with actioi^ but it d$ poasibltt to wer do ; 
though I believe the efkae-seldi)!!! ocoiint^ Indeed 
I should not be surprised if i£ oaen^.4bl. /When 
G^ is the olgect oi ^supreme affKttoay 'Who can 
Idve ioQ mucb^ or da toa much. JMviae^bve 
x^annot be bdunded 'by the fr^g^ laias q£^ ooei 
reasonings however just, , - 

I hope the state of your heall)h will admiit (^ 
tlie free use of ypur pen^ .in the weeka.,<rf your 
9'e,tirem^nt and relaxation^ \vh?veby ypu ms^ 
essentially serve the best interests of: your, fellow^ 
-creatures ; said this will the more easily reooiicUe 
■your active spirit to a narrpw circle. 

I >pu§!t,now give you a few wx)rda uppkn. tte 
tchapter of «e(fj, aa \ know you .wiU .e^^pgct i|, 
iaud also thoroughly understand ipe iaao^QUigf 
I would preface it by sayings as Mr« C!ol€^.^^rried 
riiy la$ty he must have forgot to deliver i^ :. Imt I 
would add, .it was, j)erhaps, as wjcU he diji j as. I 
suppose eyery mimite pf ypur tin^ during ^9^7 
ierence^ waa fi^lly occupied^.. My.Qod atil,l.^^OAr 
descends to shew the .sweety complacency. 
Herein t discern the fulness of that tcUifft^cnj 
which the bipod of Chri3t hath made jfoa: oie. It 
is fuj^ f conciliation. what p^^.f^ 4ue tp 
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him! In the course of my last excntdfon^ my 
God made mach of his goodness to pass before 
me; gavie me my heart's desire respectmg the 
business thai; carried me from home ; and mnch^ 
very mach^ deliglitfol feltowahip with heaven i 
often a plenitade of the Divine presence ; and 
one very remarkable manifestation of the Holy 
Trinity. A few days after^ when tempted and 
tried> Jehovah came down in solemn grandeur ; 
so surrounded me, so penetrated my inmost soul 
with a seni9e of the presence of Deity, and so 
fiUed me with a heaven of silent love, as baffles 
all ^icpcession* This glorious interview, you may 
beljevb^ so(m scattered all my foes, and left me 
lost in wonder, love, and praise ! and, perhaps, 
a little strengthened for a few exertions in the 
best of causes. I find it matter of thankfulness, 
that this continued intercourse with Divinity, 
does not make humanity a cross to me ; and that 
though my God keeps me united to' himself j yet he 
lets me down, and enables me willingly to per- 
form the necessary duties of life, and often afibrds 
as much enjoyment when so employed, as when 
in secret with himself. Hitherto, (to his praise 
I would speak it) be has given me to see what 
things are necessary, what things are lawful, what 
things are expedient, and wlbat are not. And I 
wouldr venture to say, he has given me a smaU 
rafeasnre^ off light into what is, and is not^^ con* 
sistent wilih that state of gospel liberty, of whicb 
he has condescended to let me taste. It is but a 
taste; and what I chiefly want is a deeper entrance 
into the hoKest, My way is plain ;.—^flie door i* 
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open--^ g^rioufi field is lbefbt«i»e< M$^^96d in« 
vit^fi me forward J bat- 1 dd-«&t«eeitt'yeHojlmVe 

have j^v thottgbts npoat'tifeisV and^ybui^'jithyerSi 
thfttei^lbre&h ibaoifdBftitien MtiieAoyt^fi^ty 
and goodness of'God, may tftilfy- aaftwfei'^'fhe 
gi^acious end oCscn'^eiarignilove* 0!lie^|»et»^ 
lege of 6<id's cfaild9»o> Im hwn tikke'liisiidid^ji 
In public this l»t year^han tformetly fbert y o^ 
consei|ttesiee^ ikey inereijM wbd^s^fel^it^ b^tb in 
inimbcrs and grace; Mi^ oBrGbdmiseup^hmiiy 
inrittteBses of it* 'Hlat Mn.M. iriay Mt^y iti' !ri^ all 
its heights an^ depths^ inhisown smil^-ant}^ te^cb 
it suceessfolTy to^o^rs^ is ihe pnt)^^bf Mi w^H 
wisher in ithe Lord Jesus^ D. M AJtWiii..' ' 
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LETTER LXVIII. . '"V\^ 

TO MRS. JOHNSCHS". 

As yoti expressed a desire In yoai' last to bear 
froft^ mt, r Wl$h to gratify ft, wtfliotit ^expkti6| 
an answer, except the Lor5 gives you pdtv^ &tfd 
llbettylo favour me wftb one. 'Yoa pWn "m^lcff ftie 
reasbn ^^sig'ned for your long silence V'^^k sacred 
restraint laid * upon ybu, not under^taiitfJfrg fbr 
*rtftit those bless^ mfanifeirtatitas^%ere tS^pr^ 
pare tne : afraid to tou(A the tender s(kd,%l^^- 
lngmy%elings must be exqufeite?^ ^'Ift^ Vftfe 
to xrv to the Lordl that he w^uliIsFibW ih^fSSi^Sf. 



xfeadlii^d' 



tvith^^p)/ I f^eaA the thought^ . ekher io£ nm^ 
^ftlcivff or,(hlV4^g his. sacred ititestieiiift. Will 
ycH]'i(^i8|v;i9f^ hoiie^vand^hen you can emlyi let 
iQfi -lfi^\^j;y^i(r thoughts vk^n tbe im^x^aiit 
hiO^iOiesv.- >fAj^ yet I see qo very great ends 
answer^*^ lam^ei^UIed tp bear a moire public 
asidfd€;jC;J4ed^teatiiiioayfforX%riatiaa perfectio A by 
^. lips aiid pen. O that I may do it by ny Ufe! 
I.se^, .as it .^sve, ^^^^ for the defence and fn-o^ 
motp^ of thi^. 0npor4:aat branob of doatwe asd 
^enepci^ ^d fiiid. that the Lord 0W09 me in it| 
at least.so ior .as it respects my own souL . But I 
wonM'faia look forfaifgi^aater tbtoga^ ta^^tiierai. 
The pirp4paot'MnQgl>ri{^ter sopde imniAfi-ago for 
the lattei^ J ilie'ibrmer, tbffough the lender men^ 
of ray God^ increases. I am 'blessed^ frequently, 
with fresh discoverie^^ u f ' the love and :power of 
a Triune Deity ;--^wlth powerful reMwals of 
former manifestations : and, as I freely receive^ 
I endeavour freely - to give 1 if, peradventure, a 
simple r^ital might be jnade uscAil :to others : 
m^fte especially as it respects the work of sanc^ 
tification 3 a dootriae, very little known here* A 
few in tbe society do enj(y^ it ; several are pi^ess- 
ing after it, and tbe preachers profess themselves 
of tbe number; and do insist upon, send endearqur 
to cac|]^9JUE;i the doctrine in public and private. 
^«f ^;yQfjinstly observe, *^The JjOjrd himself 
t^iij!^^ funongBtus^befoi^e great things 

are Ai()copiplisbed/' ^^ O th^t a little one n^iay 
beq^e ^ thousand,, and. a small one a strong 
i^i^io^^' i?F^^ ^^y ^ ^y I *^ ^wle to tast» 
^*^^f^P^f^:¥^^ that casts 014 fear f^^md^o^en 
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.experMSDoe ^ pletiitude of Ae 
But I xomi seosibly fiadi it i» o9kf % 
faith m the blood'of Jeavs tbst I Mt iMpt fimn 
sin: aod that my soul ts Ism otr men tigM^ns 
as I hve by faith* For ten moiMfo pMt, my 
fellowship I^ been in a peraliiv mimer witk 
the Fall^r 2 for some days fmt, I hme been 
faroufed with the most ddightfiilMaHMMMO witb 
4;be Son* He bath shone with mnarkaUe bragfat- 
Dcss npim my sodl. Yesteiiday^ mfemr Mipeetmg 
a (iiture trial, passed quickly throiq^ my oAni : 
in that moment, the Sacred Three somnrnded 
me, banished the tempter, and the temptatioD, 
and penetrated my inmost sool with a solemn^ 
aweidt mom of the prcaence oCDoly* Ifew con- 
ducMdmg to dMt and bribes is our God, for 
Jeans' sake* B«t I loog to.ihik hato off tiie 
depthi . nf Jhomble Io?e4 Let na hdp csadi cAer 
on by eMiiesi prayer. O that we ma|r.fliQretban 
ever bo made willing and actire. rmfienta of 
eveny piircha»ed faJMimg. 

My cares aod troables ueicraatad at HopeCfaafel 
Xill^ lute tbe«torm absated; l^nt stiU matters gb 
on poorly. Mr. J. refosed tiieohapel,: and I seem 
to tee • the lidtd's oaU for another visit m the 
spriog* May his will be done to that Insiness* 
Mr. S. of J>ttblin> offers mie his seniioe m ftM^ed 
paitor at H* C Knd' rdtra nie to.Misvi John$on, 
i^mciipt' otben, fojr his oteracter. ISow» peace 
bo with yoiiritptrit. May die sacfed aMmstioo 
inci^easii < Kill yon are io«t Md awaUowed np in 
thoi^be*t^vis«o<»9 P^y9 your fettow*4rwdl^^ 

D.MaxwjBQoC 



♦-fe'^^^g**, ^tpme^f^Uope CJifgfhrft^f^ge 
inj^^o(l^,^icofi^c^g public mr^fifP^c^rrf" 
, ^^V'icnfi^ ^nitnuej^. ^ . " \ ' ', 

dl]VfalhoMn^ «n4lhedd ofNfc^ A4i4levibfeM 
Jam tnsfetliy;' i^fer^iJ life 4sr ahtiwit: itarijlarilMIed 

It tes9MttiKe^i»y ^chat tbi» bonoiiiMMsertaRt of 
Jesus Christ was readevnA hi|fh]y xMM'toJjkiy 
Mfahi^dl^ui ik^mpm$m parM^mtMi'tMtli^first 

«iott»dbiitiiWof^ bev^iima thei^ ai ^he^tiMb^oft^ 
th^usaiiiBi^vto^ff UiB bamb ^f Oed wkibh ttkelh 
amji^dfeJaiEi of ^hetnmrld/^^ Mez/lei b^^iiifci 
fiallMrAy whh .^a ^ptoptef lafhoiv iUi^)si4 ^r/1 
ja}P8d$i(Wbatlfre ene dhBaMed^i^ei<Jhi|liMt^tiH#fr 
k!08qM«niK fay «>t«mftponieB^^ 
MiiiMteditilbacMite a «li>rt )ieti4tf dftllUf^^Ai^ 
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years bad elapsed since first they knew each 
other, time and circamstances had only tended 
to increase and confirm their religious union. 
In one of his last letters to her Ladyship^ he thus 
expressed his high esteem : — " I really love to 
write to you, as T love to think of you. And 
sometimes it may please him, who sends by whom 
he will send, to give you some, assistance by me. 
And your letters have frequently been an encou- 
ragement and a comfort to me* Let them never, 
ray dear friend, be intermitted, during .the few- 
days I have to stay below,"* When the tidings 
of Mr. Wesley's departure rieached her Ladyship, 
" nature felt keenly" at the loss ; yet she was 
enabled aweetly to bow to the sovereign will of 
God, Anxious that every proper respect: should 
be paid to such distinguished worthy she had (he 
following advertisement drawn up hy her q)^ix 
})en, inserted in the Edinbuigh newspapers* '^ Ou 
Wednesday last, at his house, in London, died 
that great and good man, the Rev. John Wesley, 
at a very advanced period ; after a life of tb^ most 
unwearied diligence, and unexan)pled«ae|ivl.ty in 
the service of bis God, and the general jnteiiejst^ 
of mankind. . His extensive labours wene prawned 
with uncommon success in various parts^ 9f ,dif- 
ferent and distfmt kingdoms. Bvrt, 9^fn4^t,be 
expected, his very uncommon alH)itiiE;$||^^ and^ ex- 
tensive usefuln^ess, laid biiu upder tJ^..f^>;er0 
ta^ which all mu9tp^, who are^so ^r .raised 

■ ■ '■!■■ ' ' ' ■ » — ■ ' i " r ■'< ■" — r^-T — ' .'> Mh^ ' H I ' ' ' 
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tibove the common lefvel of mankind. Nowy that 
he b no longer the object of envy^ it is hoped 
prejudice will give way to more candid and 
honourable sentiments^ and thereby leave /the 
public at liberty to do justice to one of the greatest 
characters tliat has appeared since the apostolic 
age/' Two ktters have been selected out of 
many, which will sufficiently shew what were 
her Ladyship's views and feelings on thk solemn 
occasion. 

Soon after this affecting bereavement. Lady M* 
was again called to Bristol. The prosperity 
of the work of God, at Hope Chapel, was an 
object dear to her heart; but the prospect of 
doing good, was overshadowed by many an in*. 
tervenihg cloud. An amiable young minister, 
who had for some time officiated there, and who 
has since, by his printed discourses^ delighted 
and instructed many a pious group around the 
family altar, had accepted a call to another con^ 
gregation. Many difficulties preisented them-^ 
selves in securing a suitable successor; — and 
prejudice against all Dissenters, and dissenting 
modes of worship, with a strong predilection for 
our venerable Establishment, generally prevailed 
at Cfifton. Under these circumstances, her 
Ladyship's presence became necessary* She, 
therefore, left Edinburgh on the 36th of April ; 
and viking, as usual, her other ebapels in her 
w^y, arrived at the Hot WeMs en the 12th of 
the following month. She was at first greatly 
oppressed* and discouraged,* on witnessing the 

K 2 
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fttate «f Affaiiv ; aoid^ tot totm time, v^nadned 
micertaan of tbejUKth of duty* Hev soiysciiude 
ifMl fiM^aejgreadfa&ctedtheitete of heolnaltfa. 
Sut^ a&er ferraDtfy faiplortn^ diredaon frMu the 
Great Head of the Ckaatek^ tad xMmaltimg with 
those whom she deamsd best i^ahfied to afford 
her light oq tbe aohyedt^ afae determined to comply 
with the genend wishes dt tibe people, and as far 
as she cenU widi a clear coa»ciciicQy ^ become 
all things to all men^ that she mighty by aU liieans^ 
save some/' The change which was made, and 
the plan finally adopted, will be developed in the 
following letters. 

On this part of her Ladyship's conduct, jn-^ 
dividuals, under the influence of discordant i^nti« 
meats, witt of course judge difibrently. But it 
is presitmed, thiit a}l who impartiaUy examine 
die motives by which she was actuated-^he 
grand object which she invariably pursued— the 
calm deliberatio(n with which she weighed every 
connecting circumstance— -her long and con- 
tinued prayer that she might know and do the 
will of Gi>d, — will readily acquit her of all inten- 
tional wrong, said give her credit for doing what 
khe firmly belier^d was most lifcdy to secisre the 
benevolent designs of the Foundress of the chapel. 
The candid, and the pious, will view it as a noble 
triumph gatned over every party feeling, ^d the 
strong bitts of national prejudice, by a supreme 
desure to promote the glory of Ood^ and the 
sakratioa of immortal souls. And, |iecjh«ps, all 
will albw to her Ladyship^ that ^^ nsoies wA 
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forms ale no finrtber asefbl^ than a» tbey^are cal^ 
mlaJaat to y roiooie these vaftnai^Ie pnrposea.'^'*^ 
Aoltaiia adiaU agMi apsak for heitsell ^ 



LETPTER tXIX, 

?0 "fBtE RET. A. Ilf ATIFEH. 

Jan. II, mi. 

The liihte which Mr* Maihor gave in hi$ last;, 
I proved very seasonable and useful^ respecting 
the trials and temptations consequent npon bear- 
ing the burthens of Christians- at a throne of 
grace* I have suffered a good deal from that 
q^uarter lately* An unusual spirit of prayer was 
poured upon me for many weeks* I was con^ 
strsuned to plead eiirnestly^ and frequently ^ more 
espiecially for the prosperity of the Society in 
Edinbui^h : that the Lord would raise up many 
witnesses of his power to save to the uttermost '^ 
and was greatly encouraged herein> more par- 
ticularly upon Wednesday the 16th of last De- 
cember. A most remarkable ^spirit of intercession 
rested upon . me. I seemed to see Jehovah by 



•^- 



* teall poBli of an Mtibm m eirta>wHiM|tiil oature, 
tilings sf^^ndueed upon CWurtlaDi^, or wlu«h «tta«h W it 
merely as the deductions of Euman opinion, the Church pf 
Christ may be internally divided without schism : may ad- 
mit of diversity, wi^out disunion. — Conder on Protestunt 

B.l. sect. 11. p. 69. 
K 3 
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fiuth> seated on a throne of grace. He <x>Dde' 
scended to give me a wonderful au^enee for 
myself^ and all I brought with me in the arms of 
Christian love and fiiith. No man ever more 
literally presented his friend at court, to an 
earthly sovereign, than I was, by faith, permitted 
to present particular souls to tbe King of kings ; 
and to plead for the blessings of which I knew 
they stood in need, and were seeking after. A 
prayer-hearing Ood seemed mt)8t graciously to 
listen . to all my petitions, which were diiefly 
confined to sanctification : nor could I doubt but 
they were registered, and would be aniSwered. I 
obtained no particular promises, nor did I seem 
to require any further confirmation in the im- 
portant business. A crowd of Christian friends 
seemed to pour in upon my mind, and pleaded 
hard to be retnembered. This remarkable and 
solemn intei*view continued for hours ; and had 
time, strength, &c. permitted me, to imjHrove the 
precious opportunity to the uttermost, it woul^ 
perhaps, have been still better for myself and 
others. With truth I can say, I gave over askings 
before my God gave over listening tb my requests. 
It was a memorable season indeed. But what 
is particular, the moment I ceased pleading^ I 
entered into a sea of temptation, and was so 
buffeted of satan, for weeks after, as no Imga^ige 
can express. The fiery darts of the enraged 
adversary so pierced my soul, as to affect my 
body. My heart was ^^^ng with keen distress^ 
Every inch of ground was disputed with roe^ and 
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erery^rainof mygraeewas tried to the utter- 
most. Even the- witness for sanctifioatiQn was 
attacked. 21ds I would not yidd^ thoagh the 
combined powers of darkness seemed to unite to 
wrest it from me* ;j9e that dwells on higb^ only 
knows what I suffered; and he was gracious^ 
and kindly condescended to explain why it was 
thus with lAe. He sweetly whispered his pardon- 
ing and purifying love to my soul# He did indeed 
wonderfully uphold me by the right hand of his 
power ; yet^ for a time^ only so far as to atceogthen 
to endure the appointed time of trial. Mary^likf*, 
I pondered all this in my own breast, not think- 
ing it prudent to. divulge it to any here* But now 
the tempest is abated } the waters are assuaged j 
the enemy is rebuked ; and my mind is filled 
with beavenly serenity and Divine composure. I 
, dwell in love^ and in God ; and enjoy a glorious 
liberty, through believing. I sweetly rest in 
Jesus, and enjoy the Spirit's seal for the destruc- 
tion of the bitter root : and all these trying scenes 
that so tend to disturb the tenor of placid life> 
are easily endured, reaching only the surface of 
the soul. Mr. M. having strengtiiened me by 
the useful information conveyed in his last, I 
would now wish him to help me to improve to 
the uttermost, from these trying conflicts^ which 
are now happily over. 

I hope the Lord will, more than ever> arise 
and maintain his cause in our Northern clime ; 
more especially as it respects that important 

K4 
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bAneb ef Cbriistiaii doctrine and experienee^ 

T&» had I^eefii written in a gneiit hurry, vMi 
matny h)temiptk>ii&, as t iMve a rarfety of secotar 
affiiivs to attend to Ibis dsy^ wbkii must dover att 
defeef9. The skuati^ii^ of Hope Cb«pel will, I 
believe> oUigfe me ta go to^ Brhto) i» April* It is 
now almost the <^ty pieee of rmportml tasfaic^ 
that remains unsettled^ of liff thitt wovlrleft me to 
finish by ray friend, now in glory j tend whidi 
was 80 elearly pnt into my hands by the great 
IKsposer of all events. tTpon k tetiwpect of the 
whole bvRsiness, (from first to last enteloped ik 
eonfbsion ftnd perplexity) truly I ha?e great cawne 
to say, ♦•What hath God wrought f** Wie» to 
thos I add, what he hath done for my soul m live 
coi»86 of these fbor years^ in whieh I hsre been 
so fiiliy oeenpied^ I aas ^' lost fai wondeiv lov^, 
and praise/^ This, last yedr far ezteed& aaly 
Uma& experience, for depth <^eoanmiiiion with 
I>eity; for amazing displays of the love and 
power of Jehovah ; for exertions in bis causey and 
for hie people s ♦^ It is nijrstefy all \" Strdt^ly 
glows tin flame of gratf^l love in my heart. 
May It bvrn stronger and stronger, till it mii^iJes 
with the bk2e «f eternal day. WisUng yott all 
the fulness of gospd promises, I remain, ^.'^ ^ ^'' 
Rev. Sir, your humble servant/* ■'^•^'^' 

• i^^MAicwfeiy^'* 

* 
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LETTER LXX. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

ON TUB S£ATK OF THE RBV. JOHN WESLEY. 

March 14, 1791. . 

I rejoice to see my good friend's band once 
more ; and to hear that the Lord is still dealing 
so tenderly and graciously with her. At present^ 
I am so situated^ I can only catdr a moment to 
write a few lines. And so that great and good man 
is gone ! A dispensation, big with importance to 
thousands. 1 felt keenly, though perfectly satis- 
iSed. A year or two more would have reduced 
him to a state of childhood : but now be ba& 
inade an honourable retreat^ in the possession of 
all his mental powers ; after a long, life of nn<^ 
wearied diligence, and unexampled activity in 
the service of his God> and the^general interests^ 
of mankind, and with most uncommon success 
attending his extensive labours^. May the Lord 
ttUi be the tiead of the large body of Christians 
he has left behind ; O that one soul may animate 
the whole. 

It is impossible for me to teH you,, how good 
my God has been to me on this mournful occa- 
sion* A spring tide of pure>^ perfect love has 
filled my souL I have fehr such a sinking into ^ 
J^Hivahy, so tost in bis immensity, as I cannot / 
lexpvess^:^ no rafturou^joyy, but a full sea of holy ' 
Immble k)V€. > My heart wa^ meked into deep: 
gratitude *, its tende^oi^ feelings wete matted foftib j; 
and eveq; d«gi»e of tkat ailxieiy a^oUt 

K5> 
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events which brings weakness into the soul, was 
entirely excluded. What can I render unto the 
Lord for this exuberance of goodness, so well 
suited to my present feelings, when mourning 
the loss of a valuable friend, and most useful 
minister of Christ. Truly I am made to rise 
above the grave of my departed friend^ I trace him 
worshipping before the throne, and by faith hold 
fellowship with his spirit. Blessed Jesus, how 
sweet art thou to my soul ; the sacred source of 
all my comforts. 

But I want to know my Jesus better. O help 
me forwards. I do desire to draw many with me, 
and am helped to speak plainly, and to bear a de- 
cided testimony for God. We are gaining ground 
here, both in numbers and grace. Two of the 
preachers possess, and openly declare the perfect 
love of God. The third has made great advances ; 
}>ut has not yet attained. Plead for him. In haste, 
farewell. May you sink deeper into Jesus, and 
rise still higher, and continue to assist your fellow 
pilgrim, . D. Maxwei^i... 

LETTER LXXJ. 



TO MISS RITCHIE. 

. on THE ^AME SUBJECT. 

March 19,. 179V 

lam much iodebted to dtear Miss JEUtchie iur 

faer very obliging attention^ at n time, wbm .^ 

joowi ba^e b^n oiucb ocoupied, and bad J9II ber 

tender^, ieeliiigs, tried: to tbe ultermoiit. Yqu^ 
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iiarrativie gave iriucli satisfaction to my mind, 
though nature felt keenly. I cannot sufficiently 
.adore ihe goodness of my God ; who, from the 
moment the doleful tidings reached my ears, so 
encircled me in the Divine arms, so poured his 
love into my aching heart, as at once to leave it 
at liberty to pay the tribute so justly due to the 
memory of the dear departed saint; and, also, 
to rest with the fullest acquiescence in the Divine 
will. Surely all things are possible to them that 
believe. Y^n have been highly privileged these 
last two winters in being so much with that 
eminent seri^ant of God ; whose life was such a 
living* comment upon the pure doctrines he 
taught; and, at last, how greatly honoured, in 
witnessing the closing scene. By faith, I can view 
him worshipping before Jehovah's throne ; and 
seem to hold fellowship with his happy spirit. I 
do not know that I ever heard of alifeso crowded 
with action ; so unweariedly filled up tvith arid 
for God. Not one vacant moment in the twenty- 
four houre. Many sons have done well ; but if 
I do not view him through a too flattering me- 
dium, he excels them all. The Lord enable us, 
in our smalt measure, to be faithful ; to live more 
to Aim, by whom it is we live at all. 

Lately, my God seemJj; more than e\'er, to be 
fixing'me with all his weight of love. * He hais 
WorrderfSlly chained up, for a time, the powers of 
darkness ;*»6 that I seem, as it were, tokiy be^ 
ealmetf t^ the midst of a boundless /)tfc^ oceati 
of jiure-tetei ' I prove DiviAe love » rioSfe, gferie-i 



torn principle ; it will not be kept down } it rises, 
alcove all things, both painful and pleasant^ It is 
an adequate support under every pressure and u 
happy preservative against ensnaring teniptationsl 
O love Pivine, how sweet, how strong thou art. 
But I am called to higher things, and feebly 
press on to all the heights and dqpths. of perfect 
love. From what I feel^ I must conclude the 
heaven of heavens is love. 

I pray that dear Miss R-*^' may feel such a 
spring-tide of this pure element, filling the whole 
capacity of her soul^ on this mournful occasion, 
as shall eflfectually dry eveiy teur,-^-except those 
that ddight} and suppress every sigb» — except 
those that waft to heaven^ 

We gain ground here, both in numbers and in 
gra^e: and since the melancholy dispensation 
took place, an uncommon thirst after the word 
has sensibly increased. O that multitudes may. so 
hear, as to believe ; and obtain the final salvation 
of their souls. So prays, dear Miss Ritchie's 
affectionate fellow-traveller, and friend in Jeans, 

D.Maxwhu^ 

LETTER LXXIL 



TO THE REV. A. MATHEE, 

Rxv. Sir, Brntol, June^ 24, 17M. 

Your Christian letter came in couise, but I 

lili¥e bt(w prevenled answering by varioua caizsea, 

I bate bad a sevcve cold, and also soflfered kemhf 

on adeount of the situati^na of Hopa efaagd^ 
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From strofig desires for its furosperity^ and uncer- 
tuBty of tke path, of duty, I had at first opened 
it opott the disseBtiog plan ; but from the be* 
.gio&isg was told, it n&yer would sucoeed, with- 
out admitting the churdi<*service« Not finding 
liberty ta take this step, I continued to carry it 
on as I had begun ^ believing that the Lord would 
lead me into his will, as I had no desire re- 
specting it but this. After three years trial, I am 
now convinced, that the present plan does not 
reach the. generous design of the institution ; 
namely^ extensive usefulness, independent of 
parties, or modes, or forms of worship^ These 
latter, I see, are no further useful than as they 
are calculated to promote valuable purposes. The 
eligibility of a change, I now clearly perceive ; 
and what that change should be, the uniform 
voice of the pxMic leaves me without a doubts 
Yet without tike word of commaiid from the 
Great Head of the Church, I durst not proceed. 
I cried mightily unto the Lord, for light to di$- 
^ofVer, and power and inclination to do kU mil 
in this business, and this in great condescension 
he has given. The way is plain, and I have taken 
my measures accordingly ; without regarding 
the smiles or frowus of any. I am to adopt the 
church-service, without putting the diapel under 
episcopal jurisdictioD ; to fix a cbureh wiBliter 
in it, truly alive to Qod ; to have the service wly 
on the Locd's^^y ; zmd aottoaUpfv admiw^ 
to the Lcird'» table mtbout a ti^ket^; io kfG|» ike 
pdlpte opwfor worthy chw«;liei» af^d]$ilKfill:df 
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nomtnaticmg j together with some othw regtite- 
tions which may be profitable. This design 
having transpired^ * has given universal satis^ 
faction ; and now, high and low flock to hear. 
Most of the inhabitants of Clifton are episco*- 
palians, and tWQ-thirds of the vast maltitude, 
that annually resort from all quarters, for the 
benefit of the waters, ate of the same persuasion ; 
all tenacious of their church forms, and would 
by no meansi listen to a dissenter. 

This revolution, which, I trust is of God, has 
greatly increased my labours, both of head and 
hands ; but the Lord hath upheld me hitherto ; and 
though thus continually occupied, I have never- 
theless had more intercourse with the Methodists 
here, than ever formerly. I have frequented 
the Room more, and heard with much satisfac* 
tion and profit, especially from Mr. H. Moore. 
My favourite meetings with the people have 
indeed been precious seasons > much owned of 
God. In them, I endeavoui^ed to bear my tes- 
timony to the work of sanctification ; both as a 
doctrine, and as experienc*ed in my own souL I 
found nnt a' few, just ready to lay hold of the 
blessing. ^ Ttie Lord gave strength for it j and I 
found mueh libepty to speak upon the. only way 
of obtaining this farther salvation, simple faiti. 
And now,^fter all my feeble attempts, in dilferenl 
ways, to pr^motig the glory of my God^and bis 
kingdom among men-, i beigin to look bomewaiida, 
beivig^ almost worn out ; and hdve a desire, if it is 
tbe liOi'd'i^ will, to oieet with Mr» Mai^ev iuiiny 
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way. I meaa to kave Jiere on Thursday the SOth, 
and woiiid be glad to hear from you before then. 
Inform me if I should find you at Wakefield 
about the ISth (^ Jnly. If all goes well, I think 
I may readi there by that time, or at least by 
the 15th. 

In great haste, I must conclude this inilccurate 
epislle. Many interruptions will prove an apo- 
logy. Wishing Jesus may so dwell in you, as to 
be . the constant solace, the momentary food of 
your soul, and daily renew your commission to 
preach with power and success the whole gospel, 
I remain. Rev. Sir, your bumble servant in Jesus, 

D. Maxwkll. 
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TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

August % 1791. . 

By the good hand of my God upon me, I 
reached honie on Saturday the 30th, mercifully 
preserved from danger, though not fvom fear. 
To keep dear of the riots at Birminghani, I was 
obliged to change my road. It was. mostly aiime 
of temptation and trial, but my God was at baad 
to support and deliver ; and afforded many oppor? 
tunilies pf actitig for him, and has ralso gi^en 
j^jcaoack to ^^ise him since^ I <^ne ^ hoiihe. I 
lottg to bear of my Stistpl frieoids ; thi^have 
Imcu lAiich upon my nund> and I bair^il^ew Mi 
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to hope that tbe Lord was at work Among them. 
I trust Mrs. G^ standB &st ia tbe failb. Tell 
her it will gi?e me mooh satkfactfaw to know 
this from herself. Worthy Mrs.Valton ca% I 
hope, now firmly believe, that tbe biHier root is 
destroyed. I felt much liberty to speak betare 
her amiable husband : may he wax sironiper and 
stronger. Ha» Mrs. L — yet entered into the 
promised land ? I feel much interested in all of 
these I met with. I never' saw more clearly than 
when at Bristol the value of simple fmth, O this 
does so help me in every situation as words 
cannot express. It so sensibly draws virtue from 
the Saviour, as diffuses present healing through 
my soul, and counteracts tbe malicious designs 
of the subtle adversary. Had I a voice that could 
reach to the ends of the Christian world, I would 
say to every seeking penitent, only believe, and 
justification is your's ; only believe^ and sanctl- 
fication is your's. It is this of which my friends 
at Bristol stand so much in need. Their souls 
are ripe for the fiitl salvation of God. Could I 
impart this invaluable blessings how willingly 
would I do tt. May Ae, who is both able and 
willing, bestow it upon each of them for his 
Name's sake who died to purchase it. My soul 
feeds on stretch for them. Let u» plead mightily 
with God on their beballE. 

I met with a precious old female didoiple at 
Penrith ; so stroag in the faith,, so rooted and 
grouilded In i< ; so divinely clear in her e^^pe-^ 
Kienee wilh respect to sanctificati^,^ as re&eBhed 
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mf 804il frwfly. ttie fans been ia this blessed 
stute ftnr naany Ttearsu i tnnt ji^inr soul sijiks 
<toqier^ ami risas higher^ intof atii tbe life of Ood. 
My sttMil'kMags for greater" ueitosesa to isqr GtMl. 
I feel a \MMdet sinkii^ into him^ faneii Am caoaat 

Htfvbig macb business on hsod from mf Umg 
absence^ 1 nmst dmehide. Shall be glad to 
hear soon from youy with good acoomita of the 
precious souls with. you. Dear Mrs. Johoson's 
frieod in^esus^ D» Maxwbll. 



LETTER LXXIV, 



TO THE REV. O. ATMORE, ALNWICK. 

December ^Sy 1791- 
Yotir letter. Rev. Sir, I received in course. I 
esteem it a privilege, on every proper occasion, 
to shew my good-will and desire to promote the 
cause of God. Did my abilities keep pace with 
my inclinations, my attempts in that way would 
be more frequent and large. Lately, my en- 
gagements of that kind have been more nu«- 
merous than ever ; and I can truly say, my heart 
lias been proportionably enlarged. But in order 
to help 4dl^ I have been constrained to ^ve less 
to e<u)hy than I otherwise should have done : this 
will^ I hope^ preclude the propriety of an apology 
for' the enclosed. 

I am glad to hear that the Lord otvns the ck- 
ertioQs 'which you are making, both in the spi-» 
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ritaal and temporal concerns of his cause ; and 
that he favours you mth frequent visits from on 
Jiigh. But is he not willing to do greater things 
for you ? O yes ! Devise liberal things of God, 
and by these you shall stand ; and testify, not 
only that Jesus hath power on earth to forgive 
sin, but also to cleanse from all unrighteousness. 
Then commences the eternal sunshine of the 
spotless mind : 

^' Desires composed, affections erer even, 

• Tears that delight, and sighs that waft to keaveD.'* 

Through the tender mercy of my God, I am 
enabled still to walk in the liberty of the gospel, 
to endure as seeing him who is invisible. But, 
though I have begun to scale the mount of holiest 
loye, I am far from the summit of my wishes. 
There are heights and depths of the pure love 
of Jehovah, of which I am kept in continual 
pursuit ; but not so, as thereby to prevent the 
sweet enjoyment of what is already bestowed. 

We have some increase here. Wishing that 
every revolving season may find you increasing 
in usefulness, and conformity to the Divine 
image, and with my own and Christian friends 
best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Atmore, I am. Rev. 
Sir, your faithful humble servant in the Lord, 

D, Maxwell^ 



to) 



SAUCY, LAST i^AXWBLL. 211: 



1792. 



Diary and Correspondence continued. 



From this period^ the letters of Lady Maxwell^ 
which have been preserved^ become less nume- 
rous. We shall, therefore, in tracing the subse- 
quent stages of her experience, have recourse 
principally to her Diary; reserving, however, the 
liberty of inserting in chronological order at the 
end of each year, such extracts from her letters^ 
as may either tend further to elucidate the ex- 
ercises of her mindy or be calculated to convey 
instruction to others* 

January 7- Agreeably to my earnest desire, I 
have, through the tender mercy and great in- 
dulgence of a God of love, seen greater things 
indeed.' I had frequently prayed that I might 
terminate the last, and begin this new year, 
imder the peculiar smile of heaven ; and of a 
truth, my Expectations were greatly exceeded. 
Early on Sunday morning, the first day of this 
year, I had a most wonderful display of the love 
and power of a Triune God. This continued 
for many hours, in its full strength ; and in a 
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degree^ for several days : it was a most memo- 
rable season: I proved the "overwhelming power 
of saving grace." I would here attempt to give 
the great outlines, for no homan- pen can describe 
all I felt and saw. Early on Sunday morning in 
secret prayer> God the •Father, and Son, drew 
very nigh. ▲ sense of the Divine presence so 
penetrated my inmost soul as to arrest the whole 
powers of my mind,, ia deep and solemti atten- 
tion. A spirit of supplication was then poured 
upon me, for mysdf and cihcn ; white I .felt so 
surrounded with Diety, ao kt into Jehovab, as 
no words can express* It aecned as if I naight 
ask what I would, botk for myself and others^ 
with confidence that it slnmld be done for me. 
This gloricms and soleoui interviaw ooatintied till 
la^alf past ten. I then went to ehmpel^ when it 
was greatly increased* The eternal; woiM felt 
Very nigh: I seemed by faidi conw to Moont 
Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem. My spirit Mi 
mingling with its blessed mhabitants^ while the 
Sagrjejo Thrbb felti as it were, eacamping 
around me. It was glory all-^past expression ! 1 
seemed to ^k deeper iAto' the booniUess oeean 
of pure love. This did not apfieaor to me a. soli- 
tary blessing, but in a measure diffused through 
the whole congregation assembled for Ihe^ purpose 
of shewing foctj^ the dying love of Jesut4 I have 
learned that many w^e peeuliarly bkssed at the 
time. . O my God, what can I say to these things ? 
It is mercy, pore unbouoded mercy* Enable me 
to improve these precious seasons to the uttar- 
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tnoat. O Jdsw^ keep tke loviog eye ei ny faith 
steadily afon thybelf ; oovor^y defeaceless head 
wkh die ;8hadov of thy mug 4 dien shall I be 
Bafe« 

90. Since -6he ISlh, I taefre experienced 



■***«■ 



the gDodfiesS'of ike Lord: the languor then com- 
^siiied af^ has been in a meafiure nenaoved. On 
the morning of the IGCh, my Ood strongly im^ 
pressed upon aay headt the following words : 
^^ The Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one ; 
therefare^ my perseoators siaii stamble, and 
they shall not prevaiil; they idnll be greatly 
ashamed ; far they ^aH not prosper ; their ever^ 
lasting cpofaaion shall never be forgotton. But, 
O Lord of hosta, that triest the righteous, and 
seest the rains and the heart, let me see thy ven^^ 
geance on them ; for unto thee have I opened 
my cause. Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the 
Lord; for he hath deliv^:^ the soul of the 
poor Ifrom the hand of evil doers/'* Liime- 
diately after, the idUowing passage seemed to 
^erae my ioa»ost soul, ^^ Waich ye, therefore, 
and pray aliways, Aat ye may be accounted 
wokTtby to escape nU tllase things that shall come 
to pass, and to staiul before the Son of mi^n/'f 
It b Jiat easy to say, what my, feelings were on 
tlus occasion .; the words soLemnisBed my mind, 
and increased my desire and power to pray and 
watch. They have freqoently recurred to my 
i^membcaiice since, awi^keniiig in me a godly 

jadousy lest I shai^d 6ffisnd« O how good is the 

^^^^.^— — .— I ■ ■ ■■■»i»i I III ,(» 

» Jer*. XX. 1 1—13. f Luke xxi. 36. 
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Lord to: his poor creature^ who, in the midst of 
many weaknesse?^ deftiies to love him with all 
her heart. With what wisdom and tenderness 
was the word of admonition administered ! First 
strengthening and comforting my soul, by telling 
me he*was with me ; and dien, w»rniDg me of 
danger, by pointing me to the best preservativas 
against it. Kess the Lord> O my souL 

May 20. Since my last date, I have gone 
through a hot furnace of bodily and mental 
distress. At times, my God and Saviour drew 
nigh, and often disappointed my fears ; but my' 
disorder deeply affecting my nerves and spivits, 
I suffered keenly. I now learned the propriety 
and necessity of those Scriptures, whidi were 
applied to my mind before the commenqement 
of this great affliction. Alas ! fear chilled my 
soul, and in a measure sunk me from- God ; at 
least, from that degree of sweet communion with 
the Father and Son, with which I had been 
favoured for tomr or five years. Words can faintly 
express what Tfaave suffered, O that ail may be 
sanc^fied to the utmost, and be succeeded by 
iove so mahiredy as to exclude all doubt ejfd /ear. 
\In many things, during my .illness, I saw the 
*'hattd of God, and had cause to bless him £>rhis 
i^^fender dealings : but still the powers of dark- 
ness were permitted to harass me greatly ^ and 
I did not, as I ought, ^rify my Ood in the 
midst of the fires. One lesson my God has been 
( teaching me all along--*the virtue, the necesrity 
' of simple faith ; that by faith, and not Joy ^ I 
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maat liire/' He has^ in a measure, often enabled 
me so strongly to act fdth on Jesus for saneti- 
ficatioli^ even m the <jibBence ofcamfiMrt, as diffused 
aheav^ of sweetness through my soul, and 
brought Mdth it the powerful witness for purUy* 
The Lord has also been teaching me to die to. all 
aelf-^omfdacency. He hatiii shewed me muok of 
my weakness; notbingoess, poverty, and emp-* 
tiness ; and^ at the same time, how simple faith 
brings IHtine lite into the soul. Within these 
few daya, he has begun to repeat former mani- 
festations of love, but they are generally suc- 
ceeded by temptation. Though restored in a 
meatare, it is as yet a state of spiritual weakness^ 
but I fervently desire an increase of every grace. 
* Jime22. During the last fortnight, I have 
been traveUing for the benefit of my healthy and 
have cause to saj^, the end has been in some 
measure answered. Many opportunities have 
offered for die spiritual and temporal benefit of 
others s O that an- effectual. bleaekig may follow 
the efforts. The Lord graciously interposed in 
. times of danger on the Yoad. In i mercy he 
brought me home on tiie 20th, and enabled me 
to testify of his goodness to my soul when with 
his children. His dealings with me for some 
time past have been widely different from Gimoes 
times; he seems- to callme^npw especially to ^ 
live by faith, and to listen to the various teachings 
of his Spirit. O that I may profit by al^ and be 
eaabled to glorify my God under eveiy varied 
dispensation. 
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August 24 I have been d§wi fisited with 
bodUy affUjctioiiy but my God dealt tenderly vnih 
ttie' wfaile it contiDiied^ and has in mercy removed 
it. I iraald observe with gratitttde, that while 
it remwiod^ the tide of spiritnal temptalioiis 
run in a low channel. I bed more cacsfort, 
more liberty at a throne of grace, and felt pow^ 
; erfbUy the viritoesa for ^aanctilEicatioB. Tbe hmw 
teaches me, it is by simfie fldth alone that I 
can either obtain^ retain, or increaae, with 
r^asd to any goiHP^l blessing ; imd this mode of 
proceedii^ he condescends to own. I see it is 
owing to ihe mighty power of God, that I bare 
been enabled to stand in any measure, is the 
midst of floods of temptations which havejrecentlj * 
prevailed* But, O, I wazrt; to see greater thii^— * 
to get Dsster on — to obtain more powecful re- 
newals of former blessings. Hasten, Lord, the 
faappy time. 

October 26. I have lately known both, the 

sweets of deep communion with the F&ther and 

Son, and^ also tbe depths of temptation : may 

both, answer valuable purposes. On Monday last, 

in the evening, wfaexi in secret ])rayer, I was 

most unexpectedly favoured with a richer mani* 

festation of the love of God than for many 

numths before. The Father and Son broke in 

upon my soul with sweet surprise, which filled 

me with speechless awe. A deep sense of Deity 

surrounded and pierced my inmost soul. I could 

hardly credit my ovm feelings, or converse wiih 

mortals all that evening. This happy visitation 
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tontinued for several days ; bat lest I should be 
exalted above measure, a messenger of satan was 
permuted to buffet me for a short season. Thi^ 
I felt exceedingly . painful, and it gradually 
lessisned my joys. The wormwood and gaH of 
severe temptations are very bitter, ajfter such 
^eights of spiritual enjoyments : but I believe 
Aey are very common. The Lord make me faith- 
ful in every situation. My prayer was lor much 
of that conquering faith, which pain, and fear, 
and death defies ; — for the spirit of power, that I 
might stand unmoved; sink deeper into self-* 
knowledge, and rise higher in Divine wisdpm and 
love. 

December 7- How shall I record the loving- 
kindness of my gracious Ood ! Mow sufficiently 
praise him ! On Monday evening, while hearing 
a discourse fi*om *^ Grow in grace,** it was in- 
wardly suggested,, and surely from on high, — 
** You should lift up your heart in prayer to God 
for his presence and blessing upon his people." 
Being enabled immediately to comply with the 
heavenly exhortation, through abounding mc^rcy, 
{quickly caught the answer of returning grace« 
In a moment, God the Father, apd Son, drety 
very nigh, and the place seemed filled with the 
Divide presence, and with it my inmost soul felt 
deeply-penetrated. The heavenly attraction was 
strong) and the intercourse open : the love of 
God flowed in copious streams into niy breast, 
and I trust the blessing was g€peral. Since then, 
I have continually tasted celestial sweetness^ and 

Vol. II. L 
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have rejoiced as a daughter of Zion^ because of 
an indwelling God« . Yet, though faith in some 
measure feels lost in fruition, the direct wiHiess 
foe sanctification is not so distinct. My enjoy- 
ment consists chiefly of delightful fellowship 
with the Father and the Son ; and a continual 
sense of their presence, without almost a thought 
either of justification or sanctification. I trust 
a flame is kindled in my breast that sbfU never 
be extinguished. I have had, as is generally the 
case, when so highly favoured, furious i^ttaoka 
from the adversary of souls : these have afG^ted 
dee{dy, but not robbed me of my heavenly Guests. 
I asked a token for good before the end of the 
year; and O, how graciously has God granted my 
request ! 



LETTER LXXV. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

JanuarifUf 1792. 
I k>ng to know what has become of my valu« 
able correspondent, who has been now silent for 
many months. Perhaps the cause of this origi* 
nates in myself : I believe I stand ^ mdebted 
to him for one letter. But as be knows l^at 
necessary attention to the work committed* to 
me, sets a seal upon a very large proportion of 
my time, might he not sometimes give me two 
for one. A few minutes of his valuable time, 
spent in accelerating the motion of & soul to- 
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wards its centre, that hi^s many things to retard 
it« progress, would not, it is hoj^d, be a fruittesa 
service to either, 

I hope that ^^ I deeper sink, and higher rise/' 
I hare never known so much of the , nature of 
simple faithy or its unspeakidb^k irahie, as since I / 
tasted of the pore love of God. Plying this oar^ 
I mean the direct e^et affaith^ in stripping times^ 
how b tny soul upheld in the midst of tempta- j 
lions : at one time so subtle, it requires superior 
light to discover the cloven foot ; at another, so 
furious, I am obliged to siispend, as far as possi- 
ble, the power of thought^ in order to n^ect the 
mjecHons of the adversary. Who can speak the 
value of simple faith ? Without it, how soon 
should I become weak as others. Surely, my 
God does all things wdl and wisely : for if, with 
the mariner, I am permitted to go down some- 
times into the deeps, it is only to be brought i^ 
again to see the wonderful works of the Lc^rd^ 
Can any have greater cause to praise him ? I 
mean not toinsinuate that I have more grace thaii 
others ; but, that my situation, from particular 
circmnstances, requires much Divine teachii^ 
much comfort, much tenderness, superior atten- 
tion, much direction ; and all this a God of love 
vouchaafes me, and in a way that keeps ns^/e 
dependant upon Ajmse/f, deeply sensible to whpjji 
I am indebted. 

I am daily a^iming at all the perfection of natuce 
and grace, that a pj^obat^nary state of oan^arA- 
tive imperfection will admit ; but have the daily 

L 2 



930 i:nn Lfvs ot 

mortification to find^ I am far shorty though not 
wide of the mark. Do you iq>prove of this di»* 
tinction ? I mean (lest you should mistake me) 
hot out of the right road. 

I shall be glad to hear that you &re making 
rapid progress heavenwards ; and also fevoured 
i^th much success in your ministerial labours t 
and I am. Rev. Sir, your ftithful, humble servant 
in Jesus, D. Maxwblu 



LETTER LXXVL 



TO MISS RITCHIE. 

When I received dear Miss Ritchie's kiiid letter, 
I was at the Hot Wells, Bristol, in a very poor 
state of health; partly owing to great and con- 
tinual exertions both of body and mind. I felt a 
little of our dear Lord's sufferings, when he said, 
^' The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up," 
Siich was the weakness of my animal frame at 
that time, that even the pleasing and' very profit- 
able seasons I enjoyed frequently, with Christians 
in Bristol, were too much for me. TTaey were, 
indeed, precious opportunities. The Lord was 
with us of a truth. I hope ever to retain a grate- 
ful sense of his goodness at that time, both to . 
myself and others. I have not yet regained my 
usual health ; but blessed be a God of love, the 
scale of blessings greatly preponderates in my 
^^ottl. I am still permitted to walk in the liberty 
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of the gospel ; to enjoy delightful fellowship with 
the Father and th^ Son : a holy femiliarity with 
Jehovah ; at times so near^ so solemn, and faith 
so realizing the sacred presence, that moirtid 
hmguage would in vain attempt to express what 
is 8een> what is fdt : and in short, what passes be- 
tween the Majesty of heaven and dast and ashes, 
upon these .very solemn and very important 
occasions. Suffice it to say, it is glory all, and 
all Divine. As far as I understand the mind of 
the Lord, these sacred interviews are granted for 
the spiritual benefit of others, as well as myself. 
There is generally a remarkable spirit of prayer 
Mid supplication poured upon me for the pros- 
perity' of the Lord's people ; and I am so per- 
mitted to plead for them, so let into Jehovah, so 
made to see by fiiith khn that is invisible, as I 
can no ways express. Blessed be the Lord for a 
capacity to enjoy it ! At other times, my inter- 
course is, in a peculiar manner^ with God the 
Son : then the grandeur of Majesty is absoH)ed 
in pure love. I sink down into a boundless ocean 
of perfect love. O that I may improve to the 
uttermost these great privileges. 

My situation, ^ from various causes, requires 
much of the presence of God— ^much Divine 
teaching, support, and comfort ; and, in tender 
mercy, be bestows it. But you must not con- 
clude that I have a perpetual sunshine. No ! I 
have sifting timesy when every grain of grace is 
tried : diversified temptations prevail, and Divine 
comforts run in a low channel. These are 

L3 



222 TH£ JAFE OP 

/ph«8ms> which the Lord shews me, T must endea- 
vour to fill up with faith and prayer r He sensibly 
atreogchens me to endure i and thu« kept^ 1 soon 
emerge, I humbly hope, with s6me advantage : 
with fresh proofs of the Lord's goodness ; with 
d^per convictions of my own weakness ^' and with 
clearer views of the suUabiHty of Je^ds^ln all his 
mediatorial characters* How good, how tender> is 
our God ! Surely^ as one whoitt hiet motiier com- 
fortetb^ B0 doth he deal with us^. Antf it is no 
small . mercy thai we are not pernlitted to j^st 
in present atlaianunits. x Perhape this is one etid 
that is ans^reredv by these changes we sotnetimc^ 
experience for the worse, according to our own 
apprehension | thoo((h I believe it is only an alte- 
ration in point of enjoyment f not oi fOsHtessifm •* 
for I have found a degree of danger, of sinking 
down too. much into the extatic sweets of present 
enjoymenty when my soul was in its. xenitb of 
fellowship with the Triune God« It wonki be 
very desirable to feel the soul every moment 
ascending with an even flame > but I am doubts 
ful whether the animal frame,.in its present state, 
can admit of this. 

Surely ^^ It doth not yet appear ^rtmt we shall 
be :" it is enough to know,, that when Christ 
shall '^ appear, we shall be Uke hinu" Hail, 
auspicious morn ! Till then, let us pr^s on, 
and with unabating vigour, nobly struggle through 
every difiioalty^ " And yet a little wbile^ and he 
that fthall come, will come/' 

I enler into dear Miss Ritchie's tender and 
acute feelings,, when taking a retrospe^ of the 
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great loss she has sustained^ by the departure of 
a jastly dear and invaluable friend. Perhaps^ the 
most costly sacrifice she ever offered up to Hiniy 
who claims and possesses all her heart. I have 
been uncommonly carried above almost every' 
painful thought and feelmg, since Mr. W — left 
our world, by being allowed one invariable and 
delight All view of him, as worshipping before the 
throne* This keeps me perfectly alive to the 
full value of his character ; softens, and sweetly 
melts my heu*t ; and will, I trust, accelerate my 
motion heavenward. Ris death, I believe, has 
been made a blessing to many, by him whose 
prerogative it is to extract good from seeming 
evih 

As I cannot always command my time, part of 
this was writtai some days ago. Since then, I 
have bad a most precious view of a Triune Deity, 
which still remains with me, more clear than 
formerly. What an immense treasure is here 
opened to the Christian by simple faith. In diver* 
sified distress, how soothing, in our best times : 
what a splendid thought, to be surrounded with 
the Sacred Trinity ! '^ It is mystery all !'* The 
line of reason is too short to fathom the depth of 
his love : our understanding too limited to con^- 
ceive properly of Its dignity. 

But my paper admonishes me that I tnust have 
done. Do you follow out the glorious tbeniie, 
and enlarge upon it in your next ; which 1 hope 
to be able to answer sooner than I hav« done 
your last. ' D» Maxwbll. 

hi 
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State of the nation at this period — spread of infidelity 
'- — war proclaimed with France — meetings fir prayes^ 

among Christians — Diary^ and correspondence con* 

tinned. 



Before we proceed to further extracts from her 
Ladyship's writings^ it may be proper briefly to 
advert to the state of the nation at tbiA period^ 
in order; to illustrate many of her subsequenjt 
allusions. This^ indeed, will tend to shew, in 
awful contrast, the influence of infidel aud'irre* 
ligious principles, when compared, with- the 
genuine tendency of the gospel of Christ, as dis- 
played in these volumes. To those conversant 
with the history of Europe, it will be readily 
remembered, that the most fearful convulsions 
were, at this time, threatening to shake the very 
basis of all civil, political, and ecclesiastical esta* 
blishments. The horrid principles, maintained 
by the atheistical and infidel philosophers of 
France, had already spread anarchy, devastation, 
and misery throughout every rank and c/rder of 
ber vast population. By the levelling influence 
of these degraded, and degrading principlesj^ 4l 
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their religious houses had been suppressed-— Ihe 
prop^-ty of the clergy confiscated— the clergy 
themselves deprived of all their judiciary func- 
tions — and the very plate of their churches con- 
verted into currency. Having dirown down the 
altar^ they proceeded^ with the most infatuated 
violence, to farther outrage; and under the 
specious pretence of liberty and equality, abo- 
lished all titular distinctions, and feudal rights ;* 
and declared the kingly authority to be extinct. 
Having, further, endeavoured to eradicate froni 
their minds all sense of moral responsibility,, and 
all apprehensions of a coming eternity — ^without 
law, and consequently without controul, they 
indulged, without remorse^ the most savage and 
brutal passions ; and stood forth, before the 
astonished gaze af the world, a nation of lawless 
banditti. Besides a number of dreadful massacres 
at Paris, and elsewhere, in the course of the 
preceding year, the destructive guillotine was 
invented; and France was now covered with 
scaffolds, on which an immense quantity of blood 
was shed. To this blind and infuriated rage> 
during the present year, Louis XVI. first, and 
afterwards Marie Antoinette of Austria, his be- 
reaved widow, fell a sacrifice. And, as if deter- 
mined to carry their blasphemy to the mos); 


* * On the 2dth of August, 1792, the archiTes of the order^ 
of St. Esprit, and the titles of nobility,, enrolled in the con- 
vent of Ihe Great Augiistines, at Paris, with all the registered 
proofs of nobility, amounting to nearly 600 huge folios, 
were publicly burned in the Place Vendome^ 
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ftvrfnl degr^ 4>t diLriag, Md, if pmsibU, dethrone 
Jeborab bhnMiUi on the scTentb of the ensuing 
Deeembetf the ptiblic exercise of the national 
reltgioh w^ forbidden^ «id the wonMp of rettson^ 
liberty^ and Otb^r imaginary deities^ estaUidbed 
init§dtead«* 

^ *< Tbe only id»taace in wfaicb tnfi4«l*of My 4«ser^lion 
bare |k»seetfs^ the suprenie power and gorernment of a 
covmtvjf and have attempted to dispose of human happiness 
according to their own doctrines and wishes, is that of 
France J tfiflce the begiimiug of the rcrolfttfoii. If we con- 
«id«r this gorerliM^ttt as established ot€T s aattoo, educated 
for *g«f to tli« belief and obedience of niMiy doetrineo of 
Cfafistianityf aad retaidkigi as to a great majority of the 
people, the habits formed by that education, the state of 
that nation will erince, beyond a question, that at! which I 
bave said [on the dreadful tend^uey 6f inQdelityJ is trae, 
Witb^t «iragg«ratTon. France, dtiring this period, btB 
been a Uieatra of ciimea, wfaidi, after all preceding perpe- 
Mtiotta, hfire excited ih the mind of every spectator, 
amazement and horror, l^he miseries, suffered by that 
fingle nation, have changed all the historic of the pre- 
ceding sufierings of iiiankldd into idle tales, and hare been 
enhanced, 4ttid multiplied, wrth<mt a pfecedeRf« wHhout 
mtttber, And irHbotit aae&e. Tbe kingdom appeared to 
be chatgel into one great prison ; the inhabitants converted 
uMftlmUf aad the common doimi of man commuted for 
the violence of the sword and the bayonet, the sucking boat, 
and the guillGltine. To contemplative nten it seens^ fbr a 
aeason, aa if the kfiefl of the whole natron was tolled, aad 
the world summoned 16 its fdfi€f&l. Wtthlfi the short time 
nf ten yeartf, net lesa than thr^ nHUtom of hnntan bdn&rs 
are sopposed to hAve perished, in ^flt smgle ^amnry, by 
iheittiaenoeofathdott/* WesrersnchpthtdpleitrtiivertaiJy 
f retalent, ** petite troufd diange every tnan into vtwint, 
and jHM^ion into a tfff^, Hight wonM neither he addtow- 
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Happy would it have been for Britun had th^ 
operation of these detestable prineiplea been cen- 
fined to the other side of the channel. JBut the 
infernal leaven which had, more or less* dffffased 
itsdf through every nation of Europe, was, at 
this period, banefully tainting the minds tod 
morals of multitudes in our own happy eoti<>ft^* 
'Hie infamous Paine, and his coadjutors, isealoui^ 
in the service of infi<felity, had gi^en circulation 
to an astonishing number of volumes and pam- 
phlets ; fuid addressing themselves, in urtfnl \tfi^ 
guage^ to the passions and prejudices of the lowe^ 
orders in society, too well succeeded in theii* 
diabolical purposes. Symptoms of insubordltfuti'^ 
tion were manifested in different parts of the 
eottntry,*?-apprehensions of insurrection created 
alarm \ and the people of Britain, reflecting on 
the horrid outrages which had recently occurred 
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le^edy nor be fek, nor esdftt. Whiii»T«f was eoteted iponW 
be sought, and obtained, if it could be done with saftt^. 
Whatever was hated, would, so far as safety would pennit, 
b^hunted and destroyed. To deceive, to fraud, to beiray, 
t$ maim, te tmrtore, and to butefaer, would be the comiAbii 
empkyutnt, oad the common sport. The dearest aoidttest 
TeneraUe Mlai^n» would be violated by incestnowr ]^1* 
hition ; and'children, such of tbeni I- mean as were not «fi«i 
under a hedge, thrown into the sea, or dashed against th^ 
stones, would gprow up without a home, without a parent, 
without a friend. The world would become one tast den ; 
one immMiayaMe st}^ ; and the swine anddie wolf wouM 
he degmdad, by a gom^Biison with its fahaabitiart.'* Mb^ 
God pre$erve Bntala £»» the \xfiam9i^ of stwh inf^mA 
principles. 

YidA Dwig1U^i~2%€ol<f8y exptained^ jrc. vol, 1, p* 51. 
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on tbe Contioenty felt as if andcr the tremour of 
a general panic. 

r In additiou to these affecting particulars^ at the 
(commencement of this year^ war was proclaimed 
between England and France, and the nation 
was involved in all the calamities of a long and 
fearfully bloody contest. Great comn^ereial dis- 
tress became almost universal ; and a full tide of 
bankruptcy setting in, swept away ^he indepen-* 
dence ao^. comfort of many a happy family. For 
several of the following years, our island was 
menaced by its foreign enemies ; formidable 
preparations were made for invading its shores ; 
and tbe public mind was thus long kept in a 
fearfully perturbed and agitated state. 
, Lady Maxwell, in common with other pious 
persons, recognised in all this the righteous go* 
vernment of God. She viewed the^e calamities 
as indications of his just displeasure* She ik* 
mented the aboundings of infidelity and ungodli^ 
ness ; and, contrasting these with the religious 
privileges which England enjoyed, she could not 
but fear the most alarming consequences. Under 
thi^e apprehensions, she believed, tiiat the salva* 
tion of our guilty land depended solely on the 
tnercy and seasonable interposition of a gracious 
God ; and that it Was the duty of Christians to 
;seek for this mercy, by a general humiliation, and 
by fervent prayer. She therefore endeavoured to 
excite the pious, of different denominations in 
•Edinburgh, to meet frequently together, in their 
respective places of worship, for these express 
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purposes ; that^ by prevailing iBtercession^ every 
impending judgement might be averted* In this 
labour of jtrue Christian patriotism, she ivas sue-* 
cessful, and meetings for prayer were established 
in different places throughout the city. She alsa 
endeavoured to stimulate her correspondents, in 
distant parts, to engage in the same important 
duty ; and about this time a spirit of solemn in* 
tercession was diffused throughout the country* 
To the man who discards the Scriptures^ and to 
the mere nominal professor, who considers not 
the blessings annexed to faithful prayer, all this 
may appear as useless and unavailing ; but the 
man who believes his Bible, and lives in the 
habit of prayer, will, at all times, under similar 
circumstances, place more dependence on the 
prayers of the faithful, than in the skill of our 
commanders — the number aud valour of our 
armies — the vastness of our resources — or even 
in the wooden walls of Great Britain. " The 
battle is not to the strong.'^ ^^ Thus saith the 
Lord, Let not the wise man glory An his wisdom^ 
neither let the mighty man gloiy in his might ;**-^ 
let not the rich man glory in his riches. But let 
him that glorieth, glory in this,' that he under^ 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgement, and 
righteousness in the earth." ^^ Put not your 
trust in prinqes^ for vain is the help of man.'' 
After these remarks we shall agmn recur to the 
Diary. . ♦ 

March 15. I baveJately been favoured witb 
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repeated opportanitieB of sbe^dgfofth t^e dying 
love of Jesus. The last of them I foiind a sacred 
time ) the place, a sacred spot ; the work, a 
sacred emplojrment ; — Deity felt nigh : yet no 
remarkable joy att^ided the Divine presence. 
These last two weeks I have been looking for, 
and hastening to, a more full enjoymentof perfect 
love. I look to be ^^ filled," (as the Lord hath 
promised) '^ with the knowledge of his will $ in all 
wisdom, and spiritual understanding ; that I may 
walk before him unto all pleasing/' O how 
ardently do I desire this ! It i^ only by faith, I 
know, that I can attain ; but here I am often 
foiled, and. day after day passes on with very 
little prc^ess. These last days I have, through 
assistance from above, got through some import 
tant business. I see the hand of the Lord in it, 
and endeavour to give him the glory :- but it is 
better blessings which I covet, and which he hath 
promised. Come, Lord, from above^ fill and 
overflow my soul with thy pure Jove, and remove 
wbaitever hinders its full coarse. 
' April 19. Still I have to record the loving^ 
kindness of the Lord ; yet not in that degree I 
long for. I would be Uiine, O Lord f I would, 
thoii knoweaty Im dltogether thine. Come, then, 
holy God, and work more powerfully in me> and 
\j me. Give a stronger testimony fi^om thy 
Spirit^ for. the work wrought in me. My happiest 
momants aire when I believe it^ and simply Hve 
by faith : but from thkr point, I am drawn many 
times by the subtle devices df Uie adv^a:sitt7> and 
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the multifarious business in whieh I am eDg[agedj 
yet aU with a view to duty. Lord, ificrease my 
faith. I fouQd, this week, the word preached 
from, " Walk before me, and be thou perfect," 
blessed to me. But my experience is so far short 
of my desires> as proves sometimes matter of 
grief : yet, when 1 Consider my unprofitableness 
and unfaithfulness, I have cause to be thankful 
for a grain of grace. Yesterday, a national fast : 
I felt somethmg of the spirit of the occasion. I 
was truly desirous of mourning for a guilty nation, 
and for myself; and>felt humbled on my own 
account. This day I felt disposed to lie low before 
God, yet to plead for great things, because Jesus 
hath purchased them for all that believe and obey 
him. I would be all life, light, love, poAver. O 
Lord, is any thing too hard for Thee ! 

May 31. Prince' s-street. The Lord has in 
mercy heard my requests, for he has i^urned my 
captivity, and put a song of praise in my mouth. 
" O to grace how great aNdebtor." Since |he 
17th instant, my God has done much for mc. He 
baft provided my present habitation as a temporary 
provision, till the bouse I have taken for some 
years, if spared, be ready for me* I literally 
knew not where to lay my headt but I looked, 
unto the Lord, and he heard and answered. O 
that I may glorify him I In the many difficulties 
attending my double removal, he bath supported ; 
and aifice I came here, has outrdonemy etxpepr 
tatibtift, botii as to beldth of body, and Qiind. I 
tm a wondet unto myself'; but it is the doing of 
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the Lord^ and tndy marvelloas in my eyes. He 
gave me repeated tokens for good before I left 
my last house. According to my desires, he sent 
his ministering servants repeatedly ; and much 
prayer was offered up : and here also, I have en- 
joyed that privilege, time after time. In the course 
of these eight days, the Lord has been with us of 
a truth, and made it a refreshing time. Beyond 
my hopes, he carried me from here several miles 
on Sunday last, to commemorate the dying love 
^of Jesus ; and truly he made it a memorable time. 
My God shone upon his work in my soul, and 
greatly brightened my evidences for perfect love. 
Jesus made himself known afresh to me in the 
breaking of bread : and when I tasted the cup, a 
Divine sensation seemed to overspread iny soul, 
and even affect. my body. 1 seemed surroundied 
with the heavenly host. Satan made a bold push 
to disturb my heaven of indescribable enjoyment ; 
but a stroke of Omnipotence drove him far away. 
What can! render unto the Lord for his good- 
ness ! 

August 23. Still I have to record the loving- 
kindness of the Lord, which, though much greater 
than I deserve, is still far short of my desires. 
On Sunday last, in public, I found my soul 
sensibly strengthened and confirmed in the ways 
of God; my heart lifted up, and encouraged to 
press on with respect to sanctification, notwith- 
standing the poorness of my prc^res^ and at- 
tainments. The moment I allow one thought 
that would encourage a doubt of the workj I feet 
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like a city. without gates ; without defence against 
the adversary ; as a ship without its rudder ; yea^ 
so feeble^ that the weakest blast would over^t 
me. On the contrary, every direct act of faith 
for the blessing is instantly followed with strength 
ot^oul, serenity of mind, and a sweet testimony 
from on high to the work wrought^ Yea> I feel 
as a garrison well fortified ; able, through fait^ 
in Jesus, to turn the enemy frgm the gate* But 
I want a stronger evidence, from the fruit of 
the Spirit, as a corroborating witness. Give it, 
O Lord, for thy Name's sake* I feel a deep 
consciousness of my weakness, ignorance, un-!» 
faithfulness, unfruitfnlness, which is sometimes 
discouragiug. ' 

October 11, Friday. Of a truth my God has 
dealt bountifully with me sinpe my last. 1 ven* 
tured to ask a token for good> before I left my 
temporary habitation in Edinburgh, and he in 
much mercy granted my desire repeatedly^ 
Monday evening, in public, God the Father, and 
Son, drew sensibly nigh, and favoured me with 
sweet fellowship, and opened my mouth to praise 
him. He not only permitted me to dwell upon 
the sweet subject of his great kindness to ine, 
at the time, in my own niind, but constrained ^ 
me to tell those that love him what be had done 
for my soul. And on Tuesday, O how graciously 
did my heavenly Father deal with me, while 
conversing with a niinister of Christ : he opened 
bis liberal hand, and gave largely to both; it 
was a memorable time. O bow good is God to 
the ^ouls that, seek him. Yet, jn the evenings 
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temptatioii prevailed^ and my soul wbs grieved : 
but atiil my Qod continued his kindness^ I felt 
ashamed^ and fled afresh to the blood of ^prink^ 
Img. Wednesday was: a day of trial and varie* 
gated temptation : 1 endeavoured to flee into my 
strong hold^ that the Lord m^bt lift up u standard. 
In the evening, oame to my* new habitation, 
(Bmmimnd)y which I trust the Lofd has pro^ 
vided lor me* It is rnxM ceriaht he would pot 
perimt nse to go to another I had in view, and 
widied tobeve* He so evidently shewed me that 
it would be contrary to his will, I was obliged to 
desist; Since the time I fixed on this place, 
(though at first he made every mountain of dif- 
ficulty melt into a mole-hill,) it has been a source 
of trouble and ve&ation : but since I came toil, 
be has made it a sweet habitation* I askfa^/a 
mark bf his fiivour, and in niercy, the niorning 
after J oame here, he granted my request repeat-^ 
edly, both in secret prayer and in reading the 
Scriptures. He has indeed given me precious 
seasons ; delightful communion with he«ven ; in- 
effiible sw^tness diffused through my souljdDivihe 
peace imd comfort in private, family, and seciret 
duties* Surely, '* where the Spirit of tlh^^Lord 
\^ there is liberty." One temptattouiirliidh I had 
long laboured under, he seems entirely to have re*- 
moved. O that I may be humble, and thankful, 
and enabled to improve to the uttermost the 
loving-kindness of the Lord. O that il may in- 
crease. Still 1 see the necessity. of Ikmng by 
faith; especially for sanctification. 

November 1. Since the lltb of October, 
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words Wouid fail to tell of the goodness of. the 
Lord, in public and priyate> at home and abroad, 
Jn the htiusef and by the way. Not meiKemptioQ 
/rom temptation ; noy bnt in sti^f»t and co9hfii»t 
under it^ add in delivetances fmtti it ; in r^At«d 
manifestations of bid love and power; and in 
sweet fellowabip witii the Futber and the Son; 
cAt one tinie> while enduring a flood of tenipta- 
iion^ Jehovah drew so nigb^ appeared so clear 
to the eye of (ait^^ so penetrated my soiid with 
a sense of Iris presence^ a^ might well ^iteite my 
woiqd^, teve^ and pfatee* He so eonfbunded 
-the powttrd of darkness^ so ^nsibly lifted npa 
standard^ as milde all within confess a present 
God ;• and be has thus abode with me ev^rishice^ 
jthiMigh not always with the sdme d^gfre^ of love, 
joy^ Of £reeddm fram tc^nptation : yet so^ sts 
often, made me im^iintarily to express theMe 
words : '^ Blessed are die pore in b^art, for they 
^hall see Gk>d." In the view of leaving home 
for a week or two, and travelling for healthy I 
earnestly asked a token for good^ and he conde- 
scended to give it^ after t had calied my fomily 
together, to request hi» blessing upon those that 
wenc^ and those that were to remain. He pre- 
i$erved man and bedst^ carried through diffle 
culties, disappointed fears, gaive coarage to own 
him and his Cause in different parts, and witli 
different denominations^ : and favoured ma with 
humbertess opportunities for attempting the spi- 
ritual and tempoi-al good of my fellow-oreature^, 
and gave power to ai^brace them* The is^ue Is 
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left with ISmy who knows the end from the 
begibning; and who can make the feeblest 
means effectual for the greatest ends. And now, 
in tender ihercy, he hath brought me home, 
having infinite cause to say, not only that he is the 
Hearer of prayer ; but that '' God is love/' But I 
feel much cause to regret, that I come so far short 
in all; that I do not make greater progress, 
when so highly foyoured. O Lord, remove the 
cause, that the effect may cease* My bouI longs 
for greater nearness to Cfod ; for mok^ power to 
glorify and enjoy him ; for more extensive, use- 
fulness ; for more holiness ; a clearer witness for 
the enjoyment of that pure love, that casts out 
fear $ and for more power to live by faith* 

December 23, Friday. Still my God contiinies 
and increases his kindness to a creature ;iln • 
worthy of it* On Thursday the 14th, he con- 
descended to give me a sweet manifestation of 
the Holy Trinity ; and a very clear perception of 
the personality of the blessed Spirit: more so 
than for a long time past. This view of the whole 
Godhead was attended with a Divine sweetness, 
and has been continued ever since ; so that 1 
have felt ^surrounded with Deity : and the tes- 
timony of the Spirit for sanctification has at 
times been peculiarly clear ; more especially just 
after conversing with a minister upon the subject, 
and simply expressing my ideas of it, both as a 
doctrine, and as experienced in a small measure 
in my own soul, through the greSit goodness of 
my God, wd for the sake of bis adorable So^ 
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O that I may be made faithful^ and enabled to 
fA^ss on for every degree of it^ attainable in the 
body. Last evening, the Lord shone peculiarly 
clear upon his work !n general^ and gave me 
some comfortable hope that I was not standing 
still, as I feared. This was after many appli* 
Nations to the Hearer of prayer^ to quicken my 
pace ; and after many times lamenting my shbtt- 
comiogs,^ and fearing I was making no progress* 
O that I could love» and serve, a thousand times 
more, my gracious and compassionate heavejily 
Father. Lord, increase my ability ; increase my 
faith. I feel a growing sense of the littleness 
of all earthly things, and the solemn weight and 
importance of those belonging to eternity : also, 
of^Uhe uncertainty and shortness of time, and 
theagreat necessity of improving it ; and feel 
strongly drawn to fill up every precious moment 
with * something valuable^ I have much cause 
to praise the Lord for many mercies, spiritual 
and temporal ; and, among others, for a longer 
measure of health, since I came to Rosemount, 
.4tian Ito a long tiihe before. O that I may use 
it for him who gives it. Truly he is the God that 
perfomi^th all things for me ; and my trust is 
not in an^iavlA of flesh, but in himself, whoso 
often dis^ppoin^ts my fears. I look that he will 
cause me to end this year, and begin the new 
one^ with much, of the Divine presence. 
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LETTER LXXVIL 
TO MRS. .^OQNfiON. 

I take the opportunity of a frank to send a few 
lines to my friend, wliose last was most accept- 
able. I trust our gracious God still continues bis 
kind and most seasonable support in the midst 
of various distressing circumstances; and thereby 
enables you not only to stand in the evil day, 
but to g^lory in your infirmities, ttiat the power 
of the adorable Saviour may rest upon you ; that 
his love may fill and overflow your soul. 

*' O lore, l^ow cheering is tby ray, 
Alt piiin before tby presence flies.** 

I am pleased with your accounts of Mrs.G — ; 
I hope my letter to her, inclosed in my last to 
you, came safe to hand. . I feel mucn liberty in 
pleading that you, and those who join with yon, 
may be enabled to wrestle in mighty prayer ; and 
seem to anticipate your victory. I r^oice that 
you are returned to your place again; this will 
sti'engthen the hands of many, and confirm their 
feeble knees, who might otherwise have been 
turned out of the way. And, O, how pleasing to 
God, to see his dear children steadfast and im- 
moveable in tryii^ times ; especially t^se who 
have been long in the way, and who have borne 
the heat and burthen of theday. To prevent this, 
satanhashad recourse to these painful tempta- 
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tioiis you mention ; hoping thereby to fix all your 
attention upon your own soul, and so lessen your 
sphere pf usefulness. But blessed be our com-^ 
passionate High Priest^ who hath counteracted all 
his malicious designs against you^ and put a song 
of praise in your mouth, 

. I bare much cause to praise a God of love^ for 
his kindness to me. since I wrote last. Sweet 
and repeated have been the precious nianifes-^ 
tations. of his love ; of Father^ Son^ and Holy 
Ghost ; sometimes together, and at others, di$} 
Hnct communications of grace, from each Sacred 
Person. Since last week, in the class-meetiiig, 
I seem to have anchored $nqre sensibly within the 
vail. The eye of my soul has been invariably 
fixed upon Jehovah, and bis eye most sensibly 
fixed on me. I surely have this evidence of purity : 
"/cfo see God.'* Yet I have not, I think, such^ 
a strong testimony of the Spirit as I sometimes 
have had, when my views of God were ^ot so 
clear. At times, I have very humbling fiews of 
selff and should sink very low, but for that faith 
that realises unseen things^ and shews me where 
I stand. Perhaps these exercises of mind> that so 
empty one of self in every shape, are prc^Miratory 
to greater and deeper entrances into the depths 
of Deity. 

*^ I do dwell aUme.'* These words, ooe day» 
lately, came very seasonably to my miad, a^ 
being the ^ase v^ith God's Israel of old, wheq 
tried with various temptations, i^ afl^ong 
others, that of stqndmg alon^. I se^in to bavQ 
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none with me. I have indeed a lonely path ; but 
bleBsed be my heavenly Father, I have the S^acred 
Three with me. My heart expands with desire 
for more of God ; and for greater usefulness to 
his people. I would more than ever fill up every 
moment with,, and for God/ Assist me, my 
friend : O let us pray always and never faitH. 
The state of public afiairs tries me much. I fly 
unto my God, and cry that he would yet continue 
our glorious privileges. But I must finish/ May he 
continually surround you, and keep you as in the 
hollow 9t his hands, prays your friend in Jesus, 

D. Maxwbll, 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

March 25, 1793. 
Beftr Mrs. Johnson's letter written in the spirit, 
was, I hope, peruded in it. I feel, both my need, 
and the value, of a spiritual friend. Your de- 
termination I wish ever to abide by : '^ To have 
no fellowship with any, but in the Spirit.*' O 
may that Holy Spirit knit our thankful hearts 
more closely to our Living Head, the sacjred 
source of calm repose. «A1I the dealings of the 
Lord with me, for the last twelve months piast, 
have been very self-humbUng. Many, very many, 
^tripping seasons I have had, which seem to dis- 
cover, more and more, the depth of the fall. I 
ioLve indeed nothing whereof to boast, nothing; 



but what r hate Meerced. I am made tnily coii^ 
sdawofiniy'po^ertyaiidbdplessaeas.; tbiakcsps 
m% perhaps^ more saosible of my dqmuittBoe 
thm.Iabouidbtim^wiae be; andoveates^ and keeps 
up, such a hungering and tbtisdiig after I1119M 
meawtea 06 the Divme life^ after God; mdi the 
poiseaaifMi of all bis comminaioable folnest, as I 
cannot eKpFeas. It nnghtily endears a Sw^i^ur 
tome: bisMntabjRky I-so deeply feel^ that my 
whole soul reMa on him. Added to ihisy is tbe. y 
appointment^ or at leasts permission, by bim^ who 
eannot err, of every possible mo^fiofitiOB of 
temptation ; wfth a view, I d&obi 90t, to pro« 
mote Ae great and sahitary^ purpo8e> of diawiiiff 
me more and more out of self, and siidoiig me 
deepen and deep^ into Deity ; till losli inr the 
bomuttess ocean of love. But my receipts ai(e so 
ibr diort of n^ vest desires, that perhaps i am not 
always so thankful, or sas^eaisible, as I ought to be, 
of what i have already reoeived« My Ged ia stilk 
most sensibly enforcuw ^be necessity o£ living^ 
by simple faith ; and indeed it is never better 
with me than when I da; evevy ad! brings in 
an increase. But the combined powers of daHc<«' 
ness miiformly oppose this aiode of living. I 
trust my gracious Qod^ will give me a fuller 
deliverance. Assist > ne with your prayers^ till I 
obtain. I have^ alt times sucIb^ glorious views oC 
siakii^ into Jehovah, andof yi^at he is aUe to do^ 
for me, as t cannot explain ; of such holy .i|eap- 
Hess to, and fellowship with J^esus, as is pleasiBgi 
to experience : more esp^iaUy^ when coaaidcm^jk 
Vol. II. M 
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as forcbistes of wbai shall be shortly my penna^ 
Bent experience. The Scriptores do so l^p, so 
strei^fthen and x^omfort^ in all my Yariom sUu" 
adoni^ of sool^ as is matter of great thankfulness; 
Forgive this minute detail. 

I bless the Lord^ who deab not only tenderfy^ 
but bountifully with you ; and will^ no doubt, 
in eVejry case shew you the most excellent way. 
iie calb at present for a costly sacrifice^. which 
you will doubtless offer freelyy upon that altar 
which sanctifies the gifu 

I am' pleased to hear that Mrs. G — still stands, 
and I hope you will remember me to her. Tell 
her^ from me, that she is called, in a peculiar 
manlier, in these very trying times, to stfoid firmy 
as a wall of brass, and as An iron pillar sjkrong, in 
every difficulty. And thus, having endured temp- 
tstiony she shall inherit the blessings annexed'to 
the promises. I hope you will have wisdom 
given you from above ; more aQd more be enabled 
to glorify your God, though in the fires ; and in- 
crease daily in usefulness to bis church and people. 
{ 1 see that yoar present situation is both critical 
and difficult, and I endeavour to hold it up to your 
God daily, who has fitted you for it ; and who 
will make you more than conqueror, through the 
blood of the Lamb. Go, then, thou servant of 
God^ in his strength, and thy Qod will be with 
thee>; and level every mountain, and raise every 
¥aUey. He has given a large sphere of . use^ 
j^biess at this time, but satan ,will dispute 
fr&Fy inch of ground t yet fear not j be shall fall 
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like'Dai^on before the ark; only be thou veiy 
courageous for the Lord thy God. Forgive the 
liberty of thus wilting^ but I feel pressed in 
spirit to do it. Remember the weakness of the 
writer^ and^ believe me^ your friend in the best 
bonds, D« MaxwbLlv 



1794. 

' ' ■ • . 

Diary, and (}orresp<mdencc continued* 

January 3. The year 1793 is fled — ^it is num- 
bered^ and returned.to him who gave it. Tell me, 
O my soul, what report has it carried 'with it as 
to thee ? Could it say that it was thy constant 
desire and attempt to improve it for eternity ?^— 
for the glory of God, the good of thy felIovi&- 
creatures, and thy own best interest ? What 
shall I say ? O my God, if my heart do not de-, 
cerre me, in a very low degree this has been the 
case. In all I have failed, hut still at all this I have 
aimed. Upon ^ retrospect, I find much cause to 
thank my God, for mercies more in number than 
the hairs of my head, spiritual and temporals 
for precious manifestations of Diving love aad 
power ; for various discoveries of the will of Qod ; 
various teachings of the Holy Spirit, more eype- 
cially respecting faith as to sanctification ; and 
for much covntenance in my attempt to live liy 

M 2 
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faith ; for many renbarkable and speedy Fetarp* 
tp prfiyer for myself and others ; for manhy in- 
terpositioas ia my behalf m troubtesonie cases^ 
and perplexing business y ibr clear discoveries of 
the sacred Trinity — of the personality of Ihe 
Holy Ghost ; .for much sweet fellowship with the 
Father, and the. Son ; for some little success in 
my feeble attempts to promote the spiritual good 
of othArs, especially Christians; for power to 
make many exertions, above my own strength, 
both in speaking, acting, and writing ; jfor assist- 
ance in pecuniary niatters, whereby I could 
more largely help others, &c. &6. Wlien all 
these mercies, O my God, my wondering soul 
surveys* what humble, grateful love, should fill 
my heart ! 

* March 7* Of a truth my God has bfien good 
to me since the 28th of February. On Sunday, 
r partook of the supper of the Lord, and upon 
the whole^ the Lord was good to me j though 
not so much in the way of joy. On Monday 
evening, in public, the Lord Jesus surprised me 
Wilh a glorious^ visit. With the Father also, I 
had fellowship y but the precious manifestation 
was' in a more pectdiar manner with the Son. 
i^>r a long time past, my intercourse has been 
b^iore sensibly with Jehovah himself j yet, through 
tti6 medium of the Son : there is no other way 
oiP access to the Father. O how altogether lovely 
did Jesus apgear ! How inexpressibly sweet his 
iQvel Words fail to express either; but his 
presence, I^may say, constitutes my heaven. ' In 
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'private, the same night, this goodness was re- 
pealed ; and, through the week, my God seemed 
to bring and keep me near to himself; under- 
neath, ted arottfid were spread the everlasting 
iH-ms. But I Feel surprised, and grieved, that 1 
ftni not more remarkably changed into the Divine 
Image, by those frequent and delightful manifes- 
tations ot his loVe. O, my God, roll away my 
reproach in this respect ! and enable me to the 
utmost, to take the mould Divine— ifor the glory 
of thy Name, the profit of my fellow-creatures^ 
and the comfort of my own soul. O let every 
kiterme^te space be filled up with an increase 
df every grace ofthfe Holy Spirit! Fears, as to 
pubfic affairs, have increased, and yet liberty to 
pl^d wi<hGod concerning them continues. Lord 
<Sod Omnipotent, arise and work for our safety; 
and O take not the gospel from us ; permit us 
not to fall into cruel hands! Send a spirit of 
reformation and conversion plentifully down upon 
us, and stir up thy children to prayer. 

April 11. The goodness of my God continues, 
with the addition of a keener edge on my spirit, 
io increase With all the increase of the Lord. On 
last Sabbath, a song of praise was pat in my 
iliouth. I felt rejoicing in my God in socia.1 
prayer, and Christian conference. On Monday, 
Jehovah felt very nigh all day ; yet I was ex- 
ercised with painful temptations all the while. 
On Wednesday evening, it was a sweet time in 
public ; and on Thursday, at home, my God dhr 
appointed my fears, and opened my mouth tq 
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tell of hit g€>odnes& to those that fear him- O 
bow gracious is he to an unworthy creature ! In 
the course of these last eight dtty», he has given 
me many opportunities of acting for him, which 
is the delight of my soul. O that he may bless 
my feeble efforts for his dear Son's sake. Many 
of my requests, of late, he has answered, and 
gives me liberty to plead for all I want. He has 
repeatedly refreshed my soul, and strengthened 
my hands, by bearing of the success of the gospel 
in various parts^ and amoi^ various denoiuinar 
tions, abroad and at home. O that 'a little one 
may become a thousands These accounts, in our 
present awful situation, are peculiarly gratifying. 
I have also been refreshed by hearing of the 
steadfastness and prosperity of individuals, whose 
spiritual welfare I have at heart, especially mini3«- 
ters. My God still continues to teach me the' 
useful lesson of living by faith, particularly as to 
sanctification ; but it is a difficult lesson. In all 
I come short. Help me. Holy Father, to press 
on with renewed vigour ; increase my faith ; fill, 
yea fill with faith, and with the Holy Ghost. 

May 23. Yet again I am permitted to render 
thanks to my God for bis goodness, in allowing 
,me^ to enter his gates frequently, and also to 
prove it good to be there ; in comforting me in 
private by bis, word and his Spirit ; disappointing 
my fears repeatedly, and strengthening me £>r 
what he called for from me. Hestill teaches me 
the necessity of living by faith, and gives me to 
feel» in a measure, the happy effects of it, by its 



sweetly solemnizing my mind ; it brings power 
into liiy soul^ with comfort and sensible evidence 
of bis work in me, more especially as it respects 
holiness. O, who can tell the valae of faith !— ^ 
Lord, increase it, and a power to live by it. I 
find I need more patience with myself. I am 
ashamed and grieved that I make so little, if any 
progress. These last «ight days my mind has been. . 
pained on this account. I come so very far short 
of what I would be, and may be. Lord, remove 
the cause, and let the effects cease. O refresh my 
soul with a ceaseless show^ of thy grace ! I * pant' 
to live more to thee-; to feel a more entire union 
with Deity ; ta have stronger and more eonstaat 
testimony oi thy Spirit, both from the witness 
and fruit oC what thou hast done for me, and in 
me. I want every moment to be found in the 
work of ifaith^ the labour of love, and the patience 
of hope ; and to experience a greater equality of 
spirit, temper, and affection. 

June 13. Again I am galled to make known 
the loving-kindness of the Lord to his dust and 
ashes, and likewise to testify of my own short^ 
comings in all things. In general> since the 6th^ 
I have been fovoured with much sweet fellowship, 
with God the Father. This, I have proved a 
source of delightful enjoyment, in the midst of 
various things that bad a tendency to unhinge. I 
have had some stripping seasons. Felt poverty 
of spirit, and also proved the good effects of it, 
and of endeavouring to live by simple faith on 
(jjneee trying occs^ons. How pleasing to the 
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ho9d, aa4 hour nrneb ODuntrnMiced by biii^l ^m 
ifoDdnylaii, jaipemHy » the evening, I felt much 
weigfaad down from Ji seme of. BnfrnitiiilDeaB and 
uafaithfukieBSy thoiq;b SHsreunded with snny 
privilege^ that sbould produce every degi:ee of 
aptritual;profipei;ity« While I mused aodmourned, 
God the Eather imd :Son drew oemarkably near^ 
gave A, glorious ifiew^ ;aad JScewiae a taste of that 
Macneas to^ aad fiiU umoo witkBetiy^ tbatismy 
privilege and bia wiU oonceniing me: that state 
of aoiil wbene 

** If dt a «iond doA aiise to dstitan ihe skies, 
Or bide fa aaMmenft the Loid from my cgres.*' 

Ib abort, it felt tbo most sim^^ and also the 
most pofe state of enjoyment, tbat hmgnage* can 
describe. O io feel it every moment ! 

July 4. ftinoe <he 47th of June, I hav6 en- 
j05Ped flau<Ai nearness to the Father, and sweet 
teUevmg vieiva of his work in my soul. I bave 
also bad severe and forious stttaofcs from die 
povmn of darkness^ much weakness of body, 
^wilb various tiying ^cercfses of mind ) yet can 
truly say, * in atraks my God has been a pre** 
aent «ld; disappointifig my fears, and some<^ 
times exceeding my expectslions i p^^rfectiflg his 
atrength in my weakness, according to his pro- 
mise ; enabling me to strengthen the brethren, 
and to ejojoj the privilege of Hie communion of 
laints; preserving, In seasons of danger, and 
giving opportunities for serving the interests of 
my felloWKS^aatures, both spfrltual'and tewfoni. 
Sot I hswc much cause to grieve for aot profiti|i([^ 



faore I for not making greater progress in the 
good vray 5 for not bringing more glory to God } 
more profit and comfort to others. Truly I feel 
I am an unprofitable servant. The Lord is God, 
not man ; therefore^ he bears with me. O, my 
God^ must I always make my moan ! O hasten 
the time when thou shalt greatly enlarge my 
capacity to love, serve, and glorify thee. 

August 7- Since the 25th July, it has been a 
time of close trial, both in body and mind. The 
fiery darts of the adversary have been very keenly 
pointed. Weakness of nerves and spirits have 
added to my painful feelings, and by all these 
things my joyous sensations have been very 
sensibly decreased. Faith in Jesus has been my 
only resource, with sweet views of God the Father, 
at times ; who has s6t before me the many de- 
liverances he has • wrought for 'me in times past : 
and he who hath been with me in six troubles, 
will not forsake me in the seventh. Yet still I 
am distressed. 1 feel my spiritual poverty. Lord, 
tindeiPtake for me 5 and yet let me see thy loving- 
kindness in the land of the living; Fill with that 
faith, which 

«« paJD and death defies, 

Most vigorous wbea the \^j dies." 

Hezekiah'a message from the prophet, who, by 
Divine command, desired him to set hb hou^e 
in order, for he must die, is ofteft impressed on 
my mind. O that I may live to God while ! live^ 
and die to Ctod when I die, 

M5 



V^ YBB UR Of 

October 24. Yesterday^ I retarned from a 
journey south, for health. I have cause to praise 
the Lord, my healer, who g§ve much freedom 
from bodily complaints while from home; pre- 
servation of man and beast ;^^eliveran<^ in 
danger ; — often disappointed my fears ;*-gave 
sweet visits from on high ; — communion of saints; 
hearing the gospel preached; — many opportu- 
nities for the spiritual and temporal good of my 
fellow-creatures ; — sapplied my temporal wants, 
and bit»^ght home in peace. He preserved all I 
left behind, and disappointed the evil designs of 
others against me in my absence. If they really 
meant evil, they were returning evil for good : lo 
either case I would wish them well. The few 
trials I met with on the road, I was supported 
under; and soon, by prayer, delivered from. 
Since my return,^ the enemy has attempted in 
various ways to disturb my peace ; but mine eyes 
#re unto the Lord, and my daily cry is for more 
£||iith ; and power, every moment, to conquec 
through it ; with more of the fruit of the Spirit, 
and a clear testimony, by the witness of it, for 
sanctitication. I find it difficult to live eveiy 
moment by faith ; yet, without this, I cannot 
continually realize the presence of God, and be ail 
attention constantly to an indwelling Deity. I 
have been long learning this important lesson : 
but, O how little my progress, and hovr conde- 
scefiding my God, who still continues to teach 
me, and to bear with me ! His goodness is in- 
expressible. The keen force of satanic tempta- 



tioD^ of late^ has borne hard upon me* O to be 
filled with that pure^ perfect love^ that casteth out 
all fear ! ^ ^ .. • 

November 28. Since last date, my God has 
dealt so bountifully with me, and I feel so mach 
of my own unworthiness and unfaithfulness^ that 
I am not only lost in wonder, love, and praise, 
bat alsQ in confusion. I loathe myself when thus 
my God I see. He has condescended tp allow 
me much sweet communion with himself, and 
with ^his dear Son ; more especially since last 
Sjibbath morning. I desired to meet my God^ 
and truly I was not disappointed. Jehovah drew 
so remarkably nigh, as to arrest, as it were, not 
only the powers of my mind, but also of my body* 
The former was fixed in deep attention, with a 
penetrating consciousness of the Divine presence: 
the latter felt as almost immoveable, while an 
indescribable solemnity, and sweet serenity, over- 
spread my mind. The Lord shone upon his 
word, and my soul. In his light I saw light. 
I found Jehovah is the pillar upon which my 
soul rests : bis Name the strong tower into 
which I run and find safety and comfort. O that 
his goodness may be improved to the utmost^ 
and returned in living, holy obedience. Since 
that tiflde I have had lasting communion with 
him, though far short of what 1 want. The 
day foUowiug, he made my cup to run over, 
partly from a prospect of increasing usefulness 
and partly by the countenance he gave upon its 
opening, by inclining others to unite in the 
attempt* O that the event may shew it is of God. 
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December 13, Mi]^ Ihraagh wercy, I can 
Hiecord the goodness of my OQd« On Suaday 
last, ID public, from a sermon on " This is the 
^U of God^ even your simdificaUony* I enjoyed 
a precious time. The Lord shone .on his V9wk 
in my soul, and, by' the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
I could clearly trace the effects of sanctification, 
•both on the superior faculties of ihe so«l,-^llie 
understanding, the will, conscience^ «nd memory ; 
and also on the inferior faculties, the passions ^-^ 
including love, hatred, grief, joy, fear, desire, 
Ac &c. ; likewise the apjjetites. I uevear remem^ 
ber to have had more evidence from the fruit 
of the Spirit than on this memorable occasion : 
ao (rue is it, that we can only see light in God's 
light, or 1mh)w the things: freely given us of God. 



LETTER LXXIV. 



TO M RS. JOHNSON. 

* . 

Having the favour of a frank for Mrs; &«**, I 
gladly embrace the opportunity to aoloiowledge 
^ receipt of dear Mrs. Johnson's valuable letter, 
:dated Dec. 12, 1/93. The conienls of your letters 
jffe peculiarly sul^ to my spiritual appetite. I 
bless our gracious G6d> who deals so' tenderly, 
ao bountifully with you« I think you UMy Mfy^ 
^though poor and jfaehleyoufSfslfy <f 

•* Wy'LiiM k all the worli! to me, 
Aa<i all hiy soui is luiveJ' , 



O let m priise lam for bn unspeakable kind- 



Sinoe my last, he has given me sweet <Jom- 
rounimi with hims^ ^nd his d^ar Son^ throogfi 
the Spicit, and ihcreasesr it, drai^i^ng me ntiiare^ 
to Deity. The enemy has widistood me greatly ; 
but n^Ood lifts np a standard, and is near to 
me«^ I hope, in a small measure, I may say with 
De Eenty, ^* I carry about with itie an expe- 
rimental writy, airf" sometimes, ** a plenitude 
of the presence of the Sacred Trinity." I do not 
know whether in my last I mentioned, that my 
God, some time ago, condescended to give me a 
glorious view of the ffofy Three; vi^hich has 
continued ever since. O that while permitted to 
gaze at this grand object, I may be, a thousand 
times m&te than ever, changed into the Divine 
imi^. 2%t« is my ardent desire, that every ma- 
nifestation may prove of an asstni&isimg^ nsLtwre i 
that as far as humanity will admit, I may be all 
Jight, all life, all lore, all deep humility. O what 
a soul>*transportiiig thought, in the midst of 
piesent weakness, ignorance, and many humi- 
liating ctvcomstances, that y^ a little while, and 
we shall drop this vile body, and be all like God*; 
and dwell for ever with Km, and with our ador- 
able Jesos } and badt in the bright beams of re- 
deeming loire«. When millions of mittions of years 
^hall be past and gone, still one vast eternity will 
be before us. Amaeing> that dust and ashes 
should be thus honoured ; It is mystery all ! It is 
mercy bouniHessJ W«ll,.let th« ihoughts of 
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such ngtoaiftbing bliss support nmi even raise 
us above «very present pressure. 

In tbe midst of all this great kin4i>ess> my 
GodM^ given me lately^ a constant semie of 
my.sl)ort*comings^ of my spiritual poverty : tbts 
deeply pervades my whole soul ; it is past ex- 
pression. My only relief is in flying by faith to 
Jesus ; there I bathe me in his bleeding side, 
and clothe me with his righteous robe, to cover 
my naked soul ; and endeavour to believe^ till! 
faith brings in more love, &c. ; till bis Spirit sets 
his seal to the wprk wrought in me, notwith- 
standing my conscious emptiness ; and thus I 
am strengthened by getting out of self. - 
' My heart is so enlarged to the poor, especially 
the Lord's poor, th£^t I Bm in danger of making 
myself poor. I find the. more I 'am found in this 
labour of love, the more the Lord finds out ways 
and opportunities for it^ and sometimes causes 
others, even the most unlikely, to assist me. 
O it is a sweet work, to be eyes to the blind^ 
feet to the lame, &c. I should rather say, O it 
is sweet to act for my God ; to give to the Lord, 
through the^ medium of his own poor precious 
people, 

i/bf mind is much tried as to public affairs. 
A wonderful spirit of prayer seems poured upon 
me, that 4>ur country, our gospel,. &c. &g. may 
he.preserved. ;! enjoy liberty in pleading, th^t 
we mf^ iM?t be given up into Xh^ ha«iids of our 
eoemies $ but have no promise as yet. I tremble 
ffur tb^ ark. How do you feel with regard to these 
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, matters? Has Mr. H-^ arrived ? The yornig man 
at Hope Chapel is doing Well ; things look better. 
I lia?e ventured to write freely to some of the 
preachers respecting the present appearances 
among them ; which they forgive^ and tell me, 
that tbe Lord is still doing great things in> dif- 
ferent places. Write me soon, and refresh thy ^ 
heart, and strengthen my hands ; by prayer, in 
secret, and in your bands, and classes.- O faithful 
prayer, what may not be done by it. An increase 
of every spiritual blessing be your portion $ 

prays your friend in Jesus, • 

D. Maxwbi4^ 

LETTER LXXX. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

Rosemouni^ June 17, 1794. ' 
Dear Mrs. Johnson is upon my mind daily at a 
throne of grace, but still an embargo has been 
laid upon my {len. What a mercy is the mutual 
benefit, by the exchange of a lettdr now and 
theii, when our Almighty Friend graciously 
permits. O, who is a God like unto our God ?\ 
Since I wrote last, 1 have experienced much of 
the Divine goodness — much indescribably sweet 
nearness to, and sinking into Jehovah : holy feU 
lowship with the Father, and the Son, which 
sinks self i«to nothing. My God is eirer wifll 
me : O kow icondescending j I ete neither ex^ 
* press, nor explain it, but' it- is ifell knewti td 
my friend. With all this, lam kept little and 



(poor, inmy cPhi eyes ; ^xpeiitoee nMiny stripj^iog 
.aeasoB!^ and spring-tides of painful temptations 
from tiie powers of darknessi I beHeve tliese 
enlarge my receptive powers i for frequently/ 
30on after, th^te is such an influx of Deity, such 
•glorious displays of future glory, as fiUs with 
wonder, and love, and silent adoration. I fidd 
ibe tratli of these words, ^' Israel shall dwell 
jalone/' I meet with few that understand my 
dangoage $ and if they did, I often find that word^ 
jcannot convey an adequate idea of the work, 
and ways of the Liord, in these inner and, higher 
walks of the Christian life. And, yet, I seem so 
far short df what the Lord often shews me is my 
privilege, in point of eqjoyment, and conformity 
to the Divine image, that 1 fed ashamed y and 
grieve because my progress is so small. Help me 
to get forwards. I somettanes think, that the ab^ 
jttract ol my lifd is a continual passing through ibe 
veil ojt ofilward things, and gasping to live more 
ful^ in Qod. I am kept in perpetual pursuit of 
hi|^er attainments, that I may be capacitated 
to bring more glory to God, as well as to enjoy 
him more. How dearly is the grand prize set 
before me I Almost every morning my soul is 
jfired and filled with a holy ambition^ for the full 
po$8es6k>n of every pufchased and promised 
blessing'; but stitt, I do not attain ; restless, re- 
S^oed, I wait for it. I Img now, to find words 
spfiekmtljr plain to convince you, how poor, 
bow unworthy; how unfiniitful I am. The Lord 
l^oows it, and I fi^el it$ yet cannot properly 



descrU)e 4t| hut heg yon i^U do 4iier^ juftti^ 
to believe U. 

I still feel much on account o{ {niblic affaif«jt 
what add« to my «ufferii^y is, the m^st .puarc- 
iog coimdtions of the astonis^g lvng**wtk^* 
ivigf patience, and goodness of the Lord. This 
penetrates my inmost soul^ makes me blush aed 
be ashamed^ to 'entreat for our guilty land. X so 
feel the weight of the iniquity of us all j and 
have such views of his coosuBuni^ wisdom, and 
bouodless love^ that I am silent before' him; apd 
sink into his will. Yet agidUf when I take a yiew 
of the distress of my fellow-countiymen ; what 
we'areexpos^'to^ what variegated miseiy^ &c« 
I agabi -open niy mouth, and fdead .much,* 
Prayer is poured forth in public^ and imvatCp and 
secset^ great Uie exertions for the spread t>f.th9 
gospel at home and abroad; and the Lord is 
greatly reviving his work in some parts of Engr 
land. These Idmiga lead we 40- think, he will 
not make an utter end of us ; but chastise us in 
a measure. 

I was led very remarkably to the appointing an 
hour of prayer, every^ tnolming, from seven to 
eight, to entreat the Lord for mercy, in the present 
painful crisis of church and state ; I proposed it 
also to many, both otergy and pt^le ^jhrf^tkms, 
highandlow; and they have most cordially engaged 
with me, to oieet at a throne of grace in our several 
apartments. 7%e Lord has givm nmob filNrtj 
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iiHlierto ' to several. Will Mrs. J — gire us the 
aid of her prayers^ and mention it to some of 
h^ precious fellow-pilgrims ? 

How does the Lord's work prosper in your 
hands? Is peace yet restored to contending 
parties ? We have sweet times here in the select 
band^ and in the class which meets in my houise* 
O how fully does Jehovah rieveal himself in this 
latter! 

If I can procure time, I ^ill inclose a few lines 
to Miss R;: if not, tell her I will write her the 
first opportunity. This long epistle requires an 
apology. I forgot to say, that my daily petitions^ 
ascend that all your corporeial powers and mental 
faculties may 1>e continued ih vigour, till you are 
called hence. Believe me, with Christian regard^ 
your fellow-^pilgrim^ &c. D. MAxwBtt^ 
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.Dfiory and correspondence continued* 



January 2. On a retrospect of the last year, I 
find mti&k cause to say, God has dealt well and 
kindly with me. My receipts of mercy have becni 
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many ; for soul, body, and outward estate. At 
timeis^ the intermediate space has been checkered 
with various trials : yet stili I hare been sup- 
ported under them, and often delivered 'from 
them. My heart has been enlarged towards the 
poor in ^neral, and to the household of faith 
more particularly ; and my powers of supply 
have beefi increased. In the course of the year 
I have been much tried with one particularly pain- 
ful exercise, which has seemed rather to weaken 
than strengthen my hands; but has been per- 
mitted for good reasons.' The Lord has more 
sensibly, than usual owned my attempts for his 
gloiy and . the good of my fellow-creatures.— 
Agreeably to my request,, he gave me a token for 
good on the last day of the year ; > but the first 
day was ushered in with more up^xpected trials. 
May all be blessed ! I am again called to r^oice 
on account of the great success of the gospel, 
more especially in Ireland. LoFd, continue and 
increase it, and in many places ! 

March 13. Friday. Still I have to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of merpies, spiritual and tem- 
poralv Qn Sabbath last, I found, it good to wah ob 
God in public. From the text» Revelation iti. 2, 9, 
I was led to examine if I had lost ground ; if I 
had fallen from my first love. In the presence 
of the Searcher of hearts, I found liberty to cotkr 
elude I had not:$ on. the contrary, my love was 
more matured ; my knowledge of Ood,. and of 
the things of God, sensibly increased; my near- 
ness to Deity greater ; the manifestations of bifi 
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love tod power more frequent 5 ind my powfr 
to icodfess tod act for Mm, bis cause^and people, 
tensibly increased. But stHl I feH cause to lament 
thst I had not been more faitbfhl, more fruitful, 
and also to admire the long suffering patience 
of my God towards me. Pound Christian fcllow- 
elup on last Sabbath strengthening, «od still more 
so on Tuesday evening ; aiHl^ on Thursday morn- 
ing the communion of saints was, of a truth, most 
refreshing. Jehovah appeared clear to the eye of 
faiths and his presence was most sensibly experi- 
aiced by those presents I feH mereasin^ power to 
mention his great and condescending kindness to 
me^ to ttiose &at feared his nadHe. I bless Jmn, 
be is daily feadling tne lessons of fatih and Icfye, 
«nd helping meto improve them to the utmost. He 
f^ves m^ mtoy sweet prodGi thitt he is &e hearer 
^f prvfer^ and in many instances disappoints my 
iears^ tod gives many opportunities of acting for 
him^ bdth by fttore immediately promoting his 
cause, and more lemotely assisting his people. 

AprH 3. Friday. Tbrou^ the tender mercy 
t>f my God I have continued to enjoy a measure 
^f the blessing bestowed on Monday week. O^ 
tSundtqf' last, in the morning, in public^ t3ie Lord 
comforted me by his smiles and presence during a 
lecture from the 29th, 36th, and Slst verses of 
iihe llth dhapter of Hebrews, especially the Slst. 
He Aao gave me comfortable seasons in secret 
pray^. Having several difficult services and 
dttti^ to j^rform in the course of the past eight 
4ays, I was «tt|ibled to trust m the l^ord^ and he 



helped me^ aad brought me throngh them all : 
though not so as to please myself^ yet so as to 
gain the aeceptance of thpse for whom they were 
designed. I may say, in some sense, with the 
Psalmist, through my God I leap over walls, and . 
overcome troops. He gives me to 9€e and ftel , 
how feeble and weak I. am ; how inadequate to 
apy exertion; and yet, he brings me through 
many difficulties : and, had I stronger faitfa^ I 
should see greater things than these. Lord^ 
increase my feiith I This last week he. has given, 
me ?Linast unexpected opportunity of serving his 
cause : O Chat he may sensibly countenance the 
attempt! Have been more tempted for some 
days pa9t than usual, from a quarter that pains 
me. I see the cloven foot :— ^ive. Lord, the 
victory, and thine shall be the glory ! I am too 
outward. I have need to pray to be more con* 
stantly religiously recollected ; more attentive to , 
an indwelling God ; every moment realizing his 
presence. O my God, do these things for me, 
that I may glorify thee more ; may profit others^ 
and ejs^oy more constant communion with Deity 
in my own soul* Still prospects are gloomy r«* 
specting public af&irs ; but since last date, I have - 
had the comfort of a spirit of prayer. Meetings 
for prayer are prevaiUi^ in voAny parts of America^ 
among vanous denominations, who are all heartily 
vniting in supplicating a- throne of graipe for 
mercy in these troublesome and perilous times; 
also in Edinburgh, Glasg<^, &c. &c. The Lqrd 
hear and answer in mercy t *, . . 
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June 2)6. He that is rich in mercy hath dealt 
vHth a boontiful hand towards me since last date* 
On Saturday last, in the morning, while by the 
way, my Jesus felt delightfully nigh ; niy views 
of him, and ray reMtion to him, clear. In the 
evening, when in social prayer, Jehovah seemed 
to fill the place with his presence. In a moment 
I felt wrapped up in Deity ! all around was Ood !' 
and all within confest his nearness ! I enjoyed 
much sweet liberty in pleading with him. On 
Sabbath^ enjoyed the privilege of his house, and 
afterwards the commi^nion of saints. On Mon« 
day, when with others, in an unexpected moment^ 
again Jehovah broke in upon my soul, and I felt 
swallowed up in a penetrating sense of the 
Divine presence ; lost in w6nder. O that these 
/ fi^uent manifestations ma/%nswer great pur-* 
poses ! My soul breathes for this, ai^ for their 
continuance ! at least, for a permanent power to 
endure, every, moment, as seeing the Invisible : 
for uninterrupted ' fellowship with the* Sacred 
Three, so far as fallen nature will permit. On 
Thursday, tv^ts favoured with greater privileges 
than was expected, which also required greater 
exertion than usual ; but my Ood carried me 
through, though not with so much comfort as on 
some similar occasions. But if he is glorified, 
and his creatures profited, I am satisfied. Upon 
the whole, I hope I get nearer to God : but have 
much to bear from myself. My soul thirsts for a 
more enlarged sphere of usefulness, and greater 
faithfulness in that I move in at present, I want 
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Stronger evidences of sancUfieation^ .both from 
the fruit and witness of the Spirit ; and more 
equality of spirit^ temper y and affection^ 

■ . ■ 28. Friday and Saturday last were days 
of unusual 4anguor* I felt unable for any vigor<* 
ous exertion«., either of faith or works : and was 
pained thereby and humbled. In these trying 
seasons^ I avoid all examination and reasoning. 
The latter I have, been much, freed from^ since I 
tasted the pure love of God. I prove the fre- 
quent actings of simple faith the most profitable 
^xercise of mind at these ^mes. On Sunday^ a 
happy change took place. I was in a very pecu- 
liar degree in the spirit on the Lord's day^ and 
tasted largely of the good word of God, and felt, 
in the most lively manner, the powers of the 
world to come, from the time I entered the house 
of God. The words of the second hymn led me 
i,nvoluntarily to self-examination, when the. Lord 
seemed to bring to my remembrance the whole 
of his dealings with me in the work of conver- 
sion. He shewed me that I had not rested in 
the drawings of the Father, but followed with a 
heart sincere while under them ; clearly pointed 
out the time, and place, when he first gave me a 
sense of his forgiving love ; and afterwards n^ade 
me a happy partaker of his pure love. Not that 
these memorable seasons had ever been forgotten 
by me ; no, while memory lasts, they will ever 
be 4eeply engraven on it : but I found this a 
corroborating evidence, of the truth of the Lord's 
work in my soulj more especially from the 



•A reftes of die 2Mh psatitir JtliOTttkseteied 
to ffil. the place wtthBueba ^dktmn saste cf ^kb 
pBeseoee, w penetrsted* any Uoiqal sMt ; mid 
arrested not ooly the powenof llie mmdj but 
of the bodjrt all was gHli, and otf* tovitbrnfoi, 
§hdis here. No aetifigt of failb seemed .fieoes-^ 
sary on my part. For the thne^ faiAMettied 
lost in eqjoymeot : not in eHaOc jeg^i jbnt 
solemn awe, and silent lore; both^ifrikteb^ in a 
pecnliar manner^ mark att my mtevrieim with 
JehmfeJu Tpwwds the dos^ God tbe. Son^ and 
God the Holy Ghost^ made me equally atesible 
of thffr presence : the undivided Tkinity seemed 
to overshadow me ; and I had a clearer view of 
the personality of the Holy Ghost th w for some 
time past. Ekcq[>t on these veamrkable oceaai<His 
when he is thus set before me^ I am generally 
led to view him as the Divine Agent in man's 
salvation > who^ from time to time^ takea of the 
things of Christ, and shews them miti> Ym peof^ 
as hb peculiar ofiice. This most remarkable 
manifestation continned all the day^ and through 
mercy to ibe pies^it moment: onfy with this 
difikrence> ttot my fellowship is still m€>re with 
the Father himself. My great desire is to prove 
the trai^fonning influence of these gracious visits; 
and I Ma aware^ also^ how requisite^ how neces* 
sary it is to double my guard by watching and 
prayer; lest the arch adversaiy gain any advan- 
tage ov^ me» and I should grieve the Holy S{>irit. 
Lprd^ assist mey and make me gratefol. 
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Jri^'ift Still my God cotitiaues to do m^* 
IgOoAi tmi vUits^ I trust, far thaipurpoge^ alter •' 
nacdy wkh joys^ and sorrows. The former com^ * 
fiMs* «M' s»p|9orts ; the latter eaapties of m|^, 
aaiitMqpects ctm^dimce mdcamplaeeney ; afid- 
tim i ab y its the soul for greater discoveries of 
thU'Iave of God^ through the gospel channel^ 
vrilOuM dMf dagger of spiritual pride ; and leads^ 
by a bkaiiDg, to the transforming influence of 
tbtBie RielviAil visitations. Yet^ exdusire of 
poirerM MmMrals of tbem^ how soon does a 
tin^j^ seme of the most^ lively manifestations ^ 
of Divine love die away : bow much am I then' 
indebted to a graqious God; for so fre^fHently 
repeating them. Lord^ what can I render to 
thee'! O enable mte to render myself more unre- 
servedly to thy boftour, and glory, and cause; 
and ^aitivge my temporal borders for this purpose. 
On Sunday last, my God ^exerted his power in 
my behalf, out of weakness made me strong,' 
and carried me a considerable .^^ay from here to 
c0ini»emorate the dying love of J^us ; where 
aiid when as much of the Divine goodness was 
allowed me, as the body would permit. Soon after 
was visited with bodily affliction, which threatened > 
to be severe ; but the progress of the disease was 
soon checked, by tlim, who hath all things in 
the natural) moral, and religious world under 
his control. Though my pain was great, and 
roy mind much flattened by it, yet I did not lose 
a sense of what the Lord had bestowed on me 
oil bis own day, neither have I to the present 
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ipe mv dmve rc^poctuig tbe etnl^Qct^ of HbeMi^. 
Truly, ^^ it j»» bertor to trwkanilh4»>li(Msdt^ttefi. in 
prin«e»/' O. my Q0A9. QMitiw^ QirijiomMe itbgr 
goo^^ew; quicken my.p0W€r8$ give ^(iU.i9tirQfli8^ 
evidence .of thy {vorifyiog lov«; imampiivtarM 
live ^ ^tb ; ati4 coi:dii% lo en^HlAQd allvtiif 

:, J. { I 1: ?r*p- 
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TO THE REV.il* MATHBR. 

Jiffy llylfS^ 
. Your letteca, Bav.Sir, orealifayswelpoafBCflMit 
your last Ireceised with peculiar «Btisfii<rtioa^)feaii- 
iDgf^ though conacioiis of tbe purity zif n^ ]^iitOii«- 
tiira^ thill my kst had eittier offended, Qvigriaved. 
L&iocefety .t]»i^ yon, for.<iiking in a dR^istian 
spirit what I took the liberty of Attggegtiiig; My 
copsoieuce bears me witDOss, I have no 4enre in 
thfe pai&ful bttsiness, bat that light amy^tbeghieB 
tQ-diacosrer the will of God ; and poweriaafediw- 
dination to walk in it. The. work is iSlisftaad 
I believe the workers are all his also, and 
ail aim at the ume mark; die ghmr- of ib«rr 
INirine Master, and die good of prooioos ^soa& : 
tboui^ tlieir views, as to the best: method 



)df ^iNwing tbeife gre»| eaads, IM different. I vued 
tacbe ptetial ta tbe old plan, (^ commmi^iiig 
ill ti^^ ^btfcb I and tboogiil, t^t ^ii^^ fio^te* 
tiifattpodjc, b«t le^y. tx> assu&t^ ail pavliesi was 
tkie Wfty «1k» Lovd owo^di and the* sioetUfcely 
ift^;MtM$i^e nsefiilnets^ I bdteve tkn, was 
Mtu^W^le^'^ judgement also ^ aiad tbat ])e ever 
ia iM^»9AM«i<i«^dffarted from it, was^ I helie^t 
mctimexf^s^ai^ o{ f0flow^ 

i§^4h04oiumingH ^ JPmidd^ncei And^ could tbis 
bfe mltf^^doafly knpMm^ az|d embraoed in a^ 
»pirit'> of^ Idve, all ifTt^uld b^ woU^ Lov£i m4U 
pr^Q a strong oeodBnl to unite: the whole body ; 
and if^ 1^ partipttlar places, carcuQ3stance& make 
it ^ptidijent to diSkr fforp ti^ genei^al plan 
with respect to giving the s^qrament^ &c. still 
there will be no l]«rQacb$ all may love alike, 
tboBgh t}»ay'do not mt in every tittle alike. But 
I fc^rfaisar, aBd would ooaclhide'by sajfoog, through 
nvercy I ei^oy sweet inward Uberty^ having w 
party lbelings> but ear«es(iy desiring jthe will of 
Qfid; tbe> union of peeaisfaecs; and great success 
ia t\m work .a^goed to eacbr, I. woutd trust, by 
tteir i^eftt MMil0r. 

y fMMqr that you may meet in aspiril of love ; 
Cfmtisiio kttt^ duiing the discussion of mwyim- 
porftBot points % .and depart m tt> full of InHh and 
of' the'Hoiy Ohost. 

i-it was with peculiar satMeKMion I received 
ywur accomits of the prospmty of the woHc. 
May it increase With all the iacrei^e of God ; 
'>and a. largior share of it be your portion, aaa 
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proof to all that tbe Lord' is ^M/ifSti you. ! shulf ' 
be anxious^ if you can -spare a minute^ to inform 
mc how matters have gone.' I trust the sound 
of division or discord shall not wound my ear. 

I must add, (as I always Write fWfely^'Cd ybti) 
my obligations to redeeming lote ii^c^eAs^^ ^nly 
fellowship with the Father, of lafe, is pli^Hteirtaif^ 
deep, and sweet: and from timcW Hllftj^r^m 
favoured with remarkable manifeitatiohs "'6f 
Divine love. Do let me know how tO'lmprtwe 
them to the utmost ; bow to grow op int6 Christ 
my living Head more rapidly. The? more I lire 
by simple faith, the clearer' is the witness f€>r 
purity of heart. At present, I feel becatm^d in 
the ocean of redeeming love. Lately, I hUve 
been much tried, tempted, and variously ex- 
ercised. But evfen then, O how graciously nigh 
was my God; making even my lenemies-at peace 
with me. His goodness beggars aH expression. 

But lest I be tedious, as your time is much 
occupied, I will conclude. No remarkable in- 
crease here. Mr. B — is useftil to individuak^ 
and much liked. Messrs. C — And E— ^, if he- 
moved, will I hope be succeeded by those suited • 
to the place. Wishing Mr. M — an increase of 
every purchased and promised blessing, I remain, 
his well-wisher in Jesus, ' D. MAXWiiiL.^ 
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* The above le^er shews the sslieitude fdt hjiloL^ 

MsiiKweVi for tiie welfare of th«i body of Christiaiif:^ to 
which she was united, at a time, when the discussion of 
certain points of discipline, threatened, for a short season^ 
to disturb the peace and unity of the Connexion. 
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r ;r^ /.r . TO MRS. JOEN80N. , 

Iiliii^e kmg wished to bear^rom Mrs. Johnson^ 

. 9nd at; limes> when in secret^ before the Lord^ 

teve been kd to think she.w^aa under the rod. 

Hieil^mit has .enabled me to plead for her^ as 

<hus 9ltnsftt0d ; and by recent accounts from Mrs. 

^ C-r»>rJ find my apprehensions wei*e just. Your 

'6odt as fjdrinerly^ I' doubt not has been with you 

in the fnmaoe ; to sfujpfport, to comfort^ and to 

iadnke you <}ing of mercy^ as well as judgement. 

* Perhaps you will not thank me for sayings that I 

' bope the Lord will keep you a little longer in this 

vale'of tieara> and give you to see yet more of the 

fruit of your labours^ for bis Nami: ' s sake. By 

' youf li^t^ some, mofciths ago^^ it a^ppeared^ be was 

enlarging yotir sphere of usefulness; I hope it is 

still the case. 

Mu6h : praise is due to the Father of Mercies^ 
ibr tbie I'eac!^ and union he has restored to our 
Zion; it is his o^wn dC>ing^ and may well be 
. tniarvelbtts in our eyes. O that iht happy 
fruits, of it may more and more appear. During 
the .long and: painful agitation^ my mind was 
kept m pedce^ free from prejudice^ and undue 
warmth ; endeavouring to commit both, parties 
to faim> that both might be led into his holy wiU. 
And, 'O^ how graciously hath he dealt with both : 
surely he'heareth prayer. Deep and sweet has 
been my fellowship with the Sacred Three «ince 
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1 I 

T laftt wrote^ fant o^ere espeeteUy wi A Odd t\ie 
Father ; rich and freqiioit the discoveries of Ms 
love^ hisperfMlWi. The (ttdMngs of hi» Spirit^ 
aadlmifibUD^ views of self, have been veryctear ; 
and he seemed to* eihpty> ia oidei^ toi^fill. I 
pfTove (hese stripptng^ times^ ritf U0/M!tdiA& W vl 
life ot simple faUk. EtenAy iffiU iri>t be^ioil4Mig 
wherein to piMse mjr Ood^ for the tensMfii^he 
hath taaght me^ iMpectteg^Oas^i'^ 
privilege of living by iiilii; QteeA are 'its 
efkctB i hvd r am slow ih Uamfng 'tfaft IdH- 
sons of Us grae^j though hie eomteseetiai io 
give Ikie" npdii ttncij a^d pretsept' npon^iHieilflt. 
SwiSet has bedn my exi$by»ehir> aiMJl macif Itiy 
sdvanti^sy iti beiag ta^qgiift id petite ptvcttli^ 
Idssons he has tsnght i|i6 of ttfrnHng*"^ MwHin 
every Meimtion y but especially in dlffl^dti: tiSils. 
HeAov^ and <fiMs point out my way; gt^ag^toe 
tdheiur^ as it wete^ rvdioe^ (<lM»ugteod««!tMdite 
sound) "This is the way, walk yein ilt**'lo 
slkting hte becii' tibe tiofice tipeb mfymiifd^ M the 
path df diMf. He is indeeda sotli«saiHafyiilg por- 
tion } he^my ChdrntAfny M. Bbt thtagll lifeiis 
blessed at tittles, 1 hafcr seasons of obiter'^tyiidi ^ 
the ^dmUtted powvMi of dttrkne$s selxxif ea^ilgld 
^faihslime,, while there appem dopowerUit^ me 
td combat snqfa potKierfol foes ; sudf i«n*«rliif ^f 
aUem : y^ simply looking to iwiw^-f^H^^f'^- 
deavdnring to trust ' ik the' - Ldrd my CMdy lA- 
stiweted frdtti ereatiifH^; Iddking atoo^e ^thifltf/ 1 
am Mppottud; ram deHver^ so 'evideMtij^tiy 
the ajTfli^ tidt dC ia;eilh; hw^\f4fimh ^imij^^ 



^^e0%^$dMMiti«d to give tte gtoff' wtere dVoaiB 
it^rto^04 . I iiicvb lidfilittl^d el]^foodli^«( o^ m^ 
^ Df 1;M:^ that e^h in tUt b«ftt ot blS^, he 
%fttli,0»iiide my e^d^nee^of hib p^te I&)^ sttwig, 

.>9|k6^ flwei^ i;v^i) fi^a^^^^ all mybQrdem* ll^h 
»fi^^^»3M th^ ^ lMicttti6l 

Kf^fip stained Id be sdtlfirit&le df a dftfteiefidy Oti 

l>f )iit^Vibe^> tht^trgb mtolfbld ttoptiiiibriis bnt 
by «^ret!y tnmdiig in the Lord, ^d avoiding fill 
. hasty conclusions, be has given me clearly to see 
that bis work is pnag^ oa io nqr soul. To him I 
would leave the way and manner. My soul imi* 
formly desires the prosperity of Zion ; it seems 
my meat and drink to promote it ; and he^ ia 
his adorable Providence^ still opens many unex- 
pected ways, and shines on my feeble attempts. 
But I have been partiettlftrly> tried lat^ by the 
loss of a young man, who has been of great use 
fc# me% He tfUight my wec^^iiy Scfaooli con- 
idiKfiig of fifty diildrefaj tod supei&kteiided aqr 
Simfey School, in whiph ther^ ai^ at pi^eserit 
ti^iQ^ cS sUcty yoimg' tnejl, reoMuiads^y^lve to 
Qod'; and RiMy yodng wome% trniy ddsirotis to 
. iflee fttono^ the wratb t»> cone. Muy htawiiieds 
. ^also flbcked to bear bint on the Lord Vd^ eviin- 
: 11^ to whom he appeared gready blesgerii. But 
. )ie, atid many others^ diou^ titi^ light sboite 
el6lr for his imping to Sidrra lawn' ^ % Uiir 
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nonury^, Do pcay for a successor ^q^rdmg tm 
Ctod's oym heatt; wd $t^ my poor; Jabouj^ may 
be inieceaa^d, . and my own aoi^ gm^tly I^le^se^. 
. lieHji^ber Pie kindly, to MUs Ritc^ie^. I have 
long expected to bear frpip her. Wishiing^ypu a 
still deeper acquaintance with the S^red Three ; 
stiU oMre power to glorify h^n who. liveth for 
.ever 3. and. an interest in your prayer^ that I may 
wax stronger and stronger^ ^^ sink deeper and 
rise higher ;" and with my prayers for the pros»» 
peiity of your Society ;v&nd Christian respects to 
:Mrs» Coleand.Atmore ; I am> dear Mrs. Jobnson^9^ 
friend M Jesus, . . I)* Maxwsll., 
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IHar^-and Cprre^Hmdence cont^ued, 

... ^ , f 

January 5, Friday* Still I .find cause tp make 
mention of the loving-kindness of the Lord* Since 
last Friday^ my God has^ in various ways^/shown 
me his goodness*. On Sunday last, I was per- 
mitted to shew forth the death of Jesus, when 
he appke to my .heart by his servant. He has 
altoiwed some sweet seasons in sepret prayer^ 
M^ithjoanch of the communion of saints. Yes- 
^terday^ as he often does on that day^ he was re- 
markably ghusious when with a few of his pbil^ 
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jdren in social prayer. Jesus drew, sweetly and 
most sensibly nigh: O how glorious did he 
Appear to the eye of feith I how altogether lovely ! 
jtiQw irresistably attractive his love? Through 
hiih. I had access to Jehovah, whose Divine pre- 
'sencjp I as sensibly felt; but it was in aH the 
dignity of God the Father, which solemnized my 
in 10^,^ and filled with sacred awe, so thiat I re- 
'jpTced with deep reverence. This distinction, in 
the manifestation of Divine love proceeding 
more immediately from Jehovah himself, uni- 
fQrmly marks all the intercourse I am privileged 
to "enjoy with him. I pant for power to improve 
it more, by earnest prayer. I feel as if hitherta 
I had asked nothing, while the Lord seems to 
say, *^Ask, and receive, thatyour joy may befulL'* 
Through mercy, I am still kept as in the dust» 
My views of self truly hunabling ; and I am still 
desirous of lying lower, as preparatory to larger 
attainments in the Divine lifie. My evidences of 
sanctificatioli have not been so clear. I have been 
• resting too much in present enjoyment i but the 
Lord calls on me to press forward. I get more 
extensive views of entire devotion of heart anil 
life/_Help me. Holy Father, to attain. I am ' 
drawia to a greater and more constant realizing 
of the Divine presence, and to an enduring as 
scping^him who is invisible. 
^ March 25, Friday. I have nothing to say for 
tnyself, if it is not to confess and mourn over ray 
$^oi;t-comings. I feel it painful to have this sa 

^ften- to repeat} but so it is. O my God^ Shall 
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I ev«r iive at this poor dying tftte r firtbHit, gtfk 
ciotts Lord. Let a dtmke of OdaiiipDtd)2<i& set 
me ttise, from thi» iisability to lire uf) t^riAy 
priViieges. I would^. with thy servant <^d(d9 b^ 
able tOBay:^ thotTgh ^' of myself I cab do noting; 
through Christ stneiigthening me; I aan^ do ^ 
things.** Hasten, HolyFattie*:; theha^pyttrte. 
Had again another op];K)rttlhity Of vent^ki\6$:mf 
engiq^ment ta be the Lord's^ at Hi own tiible^ 
on Stindifty hat y where he was gi^loas. Wb^ 
joining the congregation, in that deli|^tfifl ^art 
of public worship, singing the piraise of Odd» 
the great Master of the gospel«-feast canaeck^i^ 
in the power of his Spirit Jesns felt mgh, and: 
very precious,, during a sermon from th0'dlli and 
6tb verses Qf the 53d chapter of Isaiah. QodHhe 
Father also condescended to visit with a SWeet 
sense of his presence. My inmost sotrl felt 
pierced with deep astonishment at the height leUid 
depth of redeeming love. It seemed a mydt^ry, 
myihnlted understanding could not compf^^hdnd, 
and, indeed; how should ^^ie mi&ds Mlf nn- 
detstand the doings 6(i4s\ Jh/f/^MBeing. 1 hleto. 
the Lord, who has given me to beU^e $^tasi» 
of i?edeemlng love, which fe more' necessary ;. 
and daily to thirst after to inctea^e.. Oh the 
whole, it Was a most solemn time, wdl hope, ^ 
profitable, pa Monday had a sweet vi^itom 
the mlot^ble^n of God,. When Ht ft thitOife of 
gra^ce. tn the evenkig, a spldt of pi^yeif^eni^ 
to rest on tile white jtrfning with a telv ftvitfg 
•Kiaflfl^} some of wham Vwe wWfdiltefe ikith'the 



pfesifit, df^th6 wot* of God, and fol*' ttie b«l 

d&vfiff ^y''i^6ie si6trl confessed a pii6*etrt QbAl 
C)^'i^ do tidt tHeite ]^i6u8 itiMifeisieiiKoii^i 4^ 
oiteil repe^tfedi' pi^oTfe rf a more tpajifi^fc^iffliing 
Biittr». O my Cbd; reihovta the <Aiifee; thfttl 
Hi^jr^lJi**^ the^. Thfe Lord his gfkfitotf afictt^a* 
of^njy reqtfests, since test diitfe ; and otic awt^ 
M&&ds in a gi^a tfttfn. tSttk^ty he htol^tH tM 
cries of lii^childfa^. O toy Crod, reiltteftib^re^-^ 
p^i^'By emtr ^'th^se stfll tixi^Kl^Yi^^ed; it it Wt^Il 
kitewn^l50thee> \^ #A?hec^sityof*it. Lettm 
Ikftte dii^e to praise thee For a fhv^D^iirablt trnKivor 
to it bef6t^ ! agBiih tiOce' up fi^ f^^ 
' Aipril 8;^ iMd&y. Agiiih i take iipf my pen; 
«md' th<(yirgh^ I M^e meifty to reeord^ eiill' i fisel 
cttiisb to ti^dhnn. Feif sotde w^eks;. t sevfil t» 
lMvi6 been brd%h£ into ftlrtitsy timt 1 mt|^ sift^ 
a; dist^loy atfd breakibj^ fdrt'h of the gldry <$f i»y 
Ood afreefh; Vbr ihi^ I ha^ nt^aited^ lUid Ibokfitf^ 
fttid ptiyed ; but stzR Me ehafMt wh«^ d^0^. 
:^t Uniksy I mti^ own tikeise hfi^ bem B^Midlibig 
^f this kitd j bttt it WioA htk Usiin^i Yeftieitb^ 
icn^ tt fe#' mfi«ltei^ r pfrayed %o hiM ai» Amim- 
tstkiAi^ if^M )>ei'knit^ af^d of a trvXixht (0^ij 
atow^i^? pr&y^r btocight hitti dowfi^in^a 
uiiottM^^Ii^ Wtt» nigh; md I felt, '^1f1iey^«^ 
S^rftr-df ihe^ liO#a^», tiie»e ' fe^ Ubef <y.*^ A ms^ 
ivf t>t^!are^Niv«[f put M im^ mouth : i« Heeitt^ ^s :f f 
1' w^ oti bbly grbuiidf. A rererentiiil ttlire, sit<^i^ 
«empGC«a#iUrk)v«^ rcMdd iiE»to lae. The fkmm 
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Person in .th<? , adorable Trinity als9 vi&ifojrf -me^ 
an<| hxqngbt .with hijoci,a.heav!5^i of loB^^i Iftlt 
as if PeUy y^^s present, and pa^Qg ^quj^kjfy.by 
n?e; yj^t paving, tbe Divine jnopf^% bebiM^oMy 
mouth. was opened, I was sav^ fr^mnS^erAlity 
of thought, and bi^rr^uess of -exprej^n^on,, and 
I made m.et;itioa qf the loving-kindQ^s^ fit the 
Lord: when he is nigh^ every nioutitsiinApiws 
down^ and streams break out in the des^^U On 
Sabbath' morning last, also,, in public,. 1 1 felt a 
lively^ deep^ solemn sense o£^ the presence rof 
Jehovah; it se^med> to ai:re8tt.all the powers x>f 
my mind ;: but it is something-still gi^^ier^ and 
permanent, that I look and long for* Strongly im- 
pressed with the necessity of constant prayer, I 
would be pouring^but my heart ^continually ; ^yet 
often when I bow my knee^ all my kindling 
ardours die away ; and at night, have the mox* 
tification to find ajq^other day gone^ and little 
gained ; I feel bowed down on thfse accounts^ 
Shall my desires alwayS;. so &r outstrip my aN 
tainments ? O my.Father^ let it not be. In tern- 
pQral concexns, desire is termed the hectic of the 
fool ^biot not so surely, in s|>iritual matters^ Cour 
vince me^ O thpu Hearer of prayer^ that H is not. 
September 30, Friday, Since my last, oyyjoys 
find comforts have jam in a low chann<M* At 
times, when calling to remembrance the.goodr 
ness of my God, immediate comfort, hfis it^prung 
up in my heart; but it has not long continned- 
Temptations have not been wanting, to t^l in 
gu^^jipn what was sppken froiifi on bigb.^ fc 
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.iijl8.l>een' asked, ^^Has the Lord indeed said so?" 
*I3iis hath been the mamier of the griand adver- 
iary-dfGcrf's people from the beginnings Lord, 
^coiin^l^iicrt aH his malicions designs against me^ 
.^and- ^enable me to rise superior to them all. 
Upoii-^he-whole^ since Saturday last, I l^ave feljt 
friuch languor of spirit, which grieves me; yet 
myXlod hath given me victory, sensible victory, 
in some cases, and I look for more. I have felt 
mu^h the want of a wresthng spirit in secret 
pray^; yet have proved it good to wait on the 
LdFd*in that exereise** I have been in heaviness 
through manifold temptations^ and some per«> 
plexi^s. I feel we are come to a most everitfuj 
period*r' Great events seem in the womb of Pro- 
vidence; prospects are dark as to some things, and 
cbeermg as to others : Judgement seems at hand. 
And yet the right hand of the Lord is in appearr- 
ance made bare, in the conversion of sinners in 
many places;, in a growing, spirit of prayer 
pouted on multitudes;, aiidthe hearcsof thousand? 
are stirred up, to seek the conversion of heathen 
nations ; while a spirit of inquiry seems resting 
on many of God's ancient people; with other 
appearances that would, lead to hope, tl>e lime 
for their return is drawing nigh. Lord, thou 
knowest ail things, and sittest at the helm of 
aff^m, with the reins of providential govern raent 
in thj( bauds :. this is matter of solid comfort to 
thy people.. O shine more fully on. the soul of 
thy handmaid, and enable her in every situation 
so tQ trust in,theei as to be kept in. perfect peace*. 



Have mercy on our sinfttl island, seethfogiy Apt Tw 
judgements. Help, Lord, for the gldry of iAfif^tame. 
October 28, Friday. My God bas bbdH gtti^ 
cfoui^ since last date. On Sa1>l^th tot, 'ttrn't^ofid 
preached in thte mdiHing, from Rev. Kx*.^12^ i»: 
made a word of consohitiou, of qttieketrll^, «f 
instruction : Deity fclt very nlgb. By frfifr, I 
bad such a realizing vie\^ of the trkimphatit^eifKfy 
of the Lord Jesus into beaten trp^n filsaefdeififd^ 
after having finished hife great wbrk in llie'^^re- 
demption of mankind, as a^tbnislr^d me. Ldrd,^ 
make it jirofltabte. On Momiay cvetflng, in my 
way to the bouse of the Lord, Ood tht Utihi^' to 
matiifbsted himself tb me, as I can ho wuys cat- 
press. For a moment, I starred back, fearing it 
might prove a prelude to great sulferit igis ; but 
soon recovered, and still, when 1 look up to him hfe 
feels at hand. How is it. Lord, that I do not me^e 
greater progress ? Thou art good, and my soul- 
pants after the full possession of eveiy new-tem^e- 
nant blessing. O Lord, transform me mbrd fully 
into the Divine image 5^ and let thy Spfrit wlfrie^ 
with mine that I do love thcfe with all mylre&tt. 
O fifl me with th6 fruit of the Spirit, ahtf make 
tne much more usefhl to thy chupdh and people. 
Thou knowest I esteem this my highest hohoui*, 
and richest privil^e. 1 fear firing' a usdesslffe-: 
fof bid it, Lcid. I deeply fed my shbrt -comhig^ 
TctmefntJt always make my moan : put ft«6ng-ft 
mymoutli, and enabte me every moment trilht 
%yfliith upon thy Son. Wifhont him, ! ca»^d6 
iKMihbtg; The tide of satarnilcal temptktit^litt 
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tror rati so high thU last eight days. Mhy pa- 
tieoliifei have its peife<^t W6fk in evei*y Vyirtg time. 
December 30. In the coUi^e of ?mvidenee; I 
am )>)'Olight now very n6ar the dose ot at^other 
yeAMOtbat dvety revolving season may find 
me iinpraved and advanced in the Divine Kfe, 
I would hope> in som^ degree^ they meet me 
RiQ^t >sitt((:ecely aiming at this ; and that^ though 
sWwlyj tb^ fitfid kne in motion. Greatly quicken 
it,: gvaeions Lor^. YiBSterday my God gave me 
a token ibr good. In the midst of hurry^ he 
drew unexpectedly near, and spread a heavenly 
tranqfnttity tbrotrgh ihy nifltid; and jtidt after, 
opened nofy month remarkably in ootiven^attob 
with ojie of his owii ttiimst^rfti^* faints, npon the 
rich privileges of tifaef Obristiab/ even in this life. 
Soon after, when with th^e of bfo Ministering 
servftdtSy in the conrseof prayer, praisie, and €hrit»- 
tifoi conference, he renewed the Viet^r of the 
Sacred Trinity given me laist week, a]»d we all 
found it good to wait on God. After dinner, i 
found tnncfa liberty of speech, onChe peeotiar etf- 
joymtents of the Lord*8 people who live ti|»«to 
their privileges > tbbs^ of them' that ai« t^idfift 
from on high to liv« by sim^ift flifh m- ^ 
Son of God. Lord, teadb me thid impottam 
lesson mt^re ftilly. SfHI I «m ftept ii» oenstWM; 
pursuit of higher attanxmenfts iri'the KviM llfew 
Do> il(^ BitJi^^ git« th^M, ftiid ett^se tnealA) 

to '49infclower in ntf tiw^ eyes, aaid^ta ri^htglmr 
and get neaiw to thee. In geiiieraV the^j^rtit 
c^leciof entke devtrti6h is s^ befi«e fi«^ iww^ 



:D0O THE LIFB 09 

.iWBUpg, and. strQi^ly thirsted after :^ ^^^.P^ 
^ki^w slowjy do. I move, and through what'a cfo\vd 
jt)f hipderances. Through the day, was kept in 
«the. jnUd^t of trial; and made thankful' Tor it. 
J^verjuqre, l^iOrdj make manifest thy s^rc^lirUi 
i»yweakric$3» 
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TO MISS RITCHIE. ' |^ y 

Afi^r a loii^ iuterval^jiihad tb^satisfgu^U^^n to 
i^eofive deartMias^ Ritchic^'s. le^fpr, the.ejid of 
Aprils I had no design to drop the correspou- 
denoe, and am pleased that an opportunity now 
opens for renewing it^ though my situation, does 
not:aiiviiys adiuk of these regular returns I could. 
vtrish. Sinoe I wrote last» my obligations to re- 
deofliing Love have been greatly increased. In 
vain^iFODld I attempt to enumerate them; they 
«re, indeed, more than the hairs of my head. 
Tit»e would fiail to tell of. the numberlei^^ ipani- 
festatidns of Di¥ine ioye and ppwe^, .1 jbave, 
Ihongb deeply unworthy, been favoured , with 
^eh wonderfttl lettingaiiitoPeity, as no language 
^B^ describe or explain a but the . whole ,$^.ul 
dHates kself in the exquisite eiyoyoieait ^yK^^^^- 
fined^ so pmcy ao tempered with scurred a^we^.gi^ 
gtrarded by heavenly jsolemnity, as effect ua% to 
prevent- atl irregulmity..o£ desires:. the%^ with 
^Very power of the mindj base in jbQly &i\bje$4iQA 



BAECy^ Lii0Y Mkf AXWBLL. iMt 

ft^efore Jchov^. Surely the feelings bf 4Hfe4«(lfl, 

on these flriemorabteoccasions, ai^e nearty sirtiifckr 

; to m9se i^i\joye(d by the heavenly inhabitantflP. I 

' haye it still to. remark^ that all my intiercourse with 

r Godih^ Father is strongly marked with that mp9^ 

rior sdemnity and awe> which lays and keeps the 

.spnl in the duat^ yetr^Mi^-it to that holy dignity 

which flows frpqi a consciousness of union with 

.Deity : and love matured^ malces it the willing 

servant of all io^ Christ's sake- 

IVfy full heart could say mudi on this deligbti- 

.ful subject, but necessary calls to various duticts 

oblige :me to abridge my, views and experience 

of these deep things of God. What foUowB.mnBt 

. be a short abstract In the course of a few. yeoJ^ 

past/Ihove made sfiisiUe progress ind^-^i»iaitt- 

. ledge ; learned not only the • d^tk ^ the &U^ but 

.the universalily of its effiact& apcneviefy pewer of 

the human mind.. Tliese hairebees humbliDg^ 

•but profitable. lessons^ and have proved psepetra- 

.tory to .larger measui^es of grfice* Mpreesp^tflAly 

.to that near and dear fellowship with. Jehovah^ 

which he has condescended to allow me for S(«(ne 

considerable tifue. . During this pefiod.wl»9^ haa 

also stooped to teach nxe bwgaly of the 9%tare 

,of simple faith j; how necessary to stobil^l^ in tJbUB 

ways of God; how requisite for ^niAt^rupjl^ 

communion with heaven; bow pleasin.g to Jet^p«- 

vah ; how effectual in «0Ui)teraQtiDg4;he,maU«ipttB 

designs and subtle devices of the great adyer^jucyr 

of mavi ; how powerful to .support the .soulj^ wbeq 

.^railed to combat with ^be combined ;{K))ise^ ^^ 
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JMtMSSi in tbUfefeente of htevenly joys/ wIMb 
^heM|« woqM liftv« smik ii into thedilte^ 
evil iWMtiiiiig^ Tdio^ueh ^atmlot^M mM'^^H^ 

ibttrit h$a no intrtttiite vtitie bf lidAt^ kAsP 0):ilf4& 

Oie mow eiriaif^ ^t^ my vii^^i^ -de tbift OM^lltti 
|irii^leg«B^ so ttmt I toi coti^lfyMd to foi^ tWe 
things that are bebiiiid^ I hereiii w6 1^ WlWfelfft 
ttidfdodh^dOfmyCrod^ m^ tbitt pjreVeiiCs the 
4wg^f 0^ sit)kh% 166 di^ into t^mettl^eij^ 
mmr. My whote s^l Myg, be doth i£ iWhg^ 
w^. It is dmost imi^sibte to ^y, how li&¥ I 
fiad myiidrbdiind^ both fti ChdfitktYi e^^efiM^^ 

dfid ftiso iti ftc^itlty to the wiq^tibd^duseor God : 
though finy heafrt b«btis high foim mote enhor^a 
H>h^i^6f ttd«ttltieiis, Attd mtich mbW! fidelity Ih 
the one in «^bfeh I now mc^e. 

The LoM, I see^ ii» itlM dMimg vwy giiadoti% 
wafeMtosrR. How pfofltttble ate triiils ! Shfe 

prov^ this, tod aisdetijoys fli^ pefluliW toiteforts 
ttat are aUowed unAet the eifous, while both ai^ 
improved Iter the glory of her God, and the ptofit 
ofh«r feHow-creAt^re^, Thei*e is a wide field 
Ibrthift^^ in Bristol, and !ti» enVlrOns, I hopcTU^e 
«6ti^li«a^ meailurei^ and manners of Mr»i J.jmd 
yoewdrwlll, by the Wesrf^f of the Most High, 
gwfttly promote Christian love and uhion &m6rig 
the Lord's people; 

Please gke Chrbtirfn love and best wisl^es to 
rMi6. J, With Cbristikri respecte to Mts, CoI^ ntpd 



DiM {imiitge.^bieio^^acqiMte 
iitiioi]Uf^efrliiifi(i^ to hflu'tfalit «mi^ di«|Mli?9ftts 
lfl«£ to ki9«^ vadthe work of ih«ii<9d {>»iiB{iadii^ 
fyM^pt tte»the5r;w«iM^wB^^ 
«M tie tiieir wwokit > flddii^^ «t<a tht^ote 4f 
gimw^'ibi* my wpM' pt^dgreid iitf tte wfty»orGod. 
r Mrar^flttoMMii'ttii intierait in the prayei^ of the 
£i6rd^ pedpM sO'b^Ujr as ttoiir* 

ICiMmRMriiet ta thbi tedioun «rp{litii§ ; all iifti<£^ I 
dcmbt tAt^ will be: Dtiirrifooked: by Mbos H3t^bk;^ 
ix^ibufe iriald I Mbltarlbe myMiif/ \dth ChriMlta 



! tilteahf, loftgrbfcttit iiot^, to have told yo«, thiit 
iti^s wWh satWfebtfon I peredvedyoti had taken 
tiji'yonr pefa in d^fehce of Ihi^t* impoi^tattt bi^tidi 
of d(5cttine arid experiemie, so llttJle kttOWft by 
ftmhy <3hri8ti^nd; and experienced by few^r^ eiitxre 
Mteti/kOHbfi. M the stiaatl luatluficript tftetise 
iipon that stibjeic^^ a i^ight of Which you 'i&toiii>ed 
the v^ifh' somri y*ars ago, ti'ever to see the light ? 
I widU you Would go forwards in the Btt%ti|;l!h'6f 
tlx^iJotd, and furnish iis with a little t^olutrie; 
i»T0j>Iet;e, tk>th as to doc^tiine Md experience; It 



. ^oqld^ 4t Jeaaty be atiwgtlieQiiig^ tho/l^iiii^ 

f minds Jiave been so^ far^iiU|g^toed.ii^^to beHeve 

. tte • Sormev^ and ejjiJQy f tbe latter^ ia na sipdt 

: meaaure. It xnig^t also^ by. tht^ btepeiaig of *be 

•^L^H-d^ be vjsry.uaefal in remaking -iw^wJilffJJlfftOift 

'the minds of bonest, though igiioiraiitt inqwi^PT^es 

' and makQ the pxeciQUs troth. Mmnre : eKt^iVf^ 
known. HHh^rto its bomdarie^aE^ waibip thf^lgie 

r of Methodism ; jm^, iJas I bow. ^aji;t\fd)y refiJ^Vjfd 
even there. But there i^ rea$QR to b^lk)^^ *tb^ 

.^time hastens on when thisrline.abaUbe s^e^jb^ 
over the Chrlstiui world. Hail> ai;i^pidiQiia>4ay I 
Let me entreat you> dean Sir^, to exertjali<yoar 
powers to embalm this je>fmOiii$ truth,, Porhups 
the^ are not many preachers in the connexion 
so much master of the subject. It will be render* 
ing an essential service to the Christian world in 
generalj and tp the Melodist oonnexion in par* 
ticular. But I forbear i in this and all other 
matters^ may you 'be ta\%bt of God himself. 

•With respecit to myself^ I am still enabled to 
testify of the goo^^esa of the Lord. My fellow- 
ship with Jehwah is mo6t »^n^ibly increased of 
late. At times J I am (avowed with such lettings 

. into Deity, as far exceeds my barren powers.of ex- 
prei^sion. I do not feel i&terility of thought $q mwh^ 
for the Lord condescends to give such glorious 
views of the Christian privileges^ and by tiiie light 
x>f a luminous faith pn^bles.me so to realize future 
and unseen things^ as I sometimes think is surely 
£ikin to the beati&o vision. O wh^t heights and 
.depths I see before me I Whatj as yet upeJi* 
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peitocdd, degrees » of tiearne^s to, an'd closer 
wfillkia^ Wi*, And ricb'feftjbyment of, the Sacred 
Tim^ ! btftraareJ especially with Jehovah. I feel 
suoh a siftklHg iirtO' htm — sach a conscious tinion^ 
WitJf hhn, as lays.ttie m the dust before him, and 
ke^ps me thehe.* P n^ever had, till of late, such ^ 
piercing coiivicttons of tnyno^At^^ieyi*. Language 
faite to express whatt I feel of this ; and f suppose 
it miist increase; as Iget nearer to the Fountain- ■- 
hedd^' iMl B.m swallowed up, and lost, in the 
Ocete of pure love.- In the mean time, all my^ 
powers seem gathered up and centered in God, 
who allows me a holy familiarity with himself, 
that stamps a conscious dignity upon the soul, 
and seems to fit me for present duty, however 
above mv natural abilities. This assistance is 
afforded in a way that proves its Divine origin ; 
keeps me little in my own eyes ; disposed to give 
the glory where alone it is due. I do reap still 
much benefit from living by simple failh ; it, flL 
indeed, brings *^ Deep peace and present power." 
I have to remark now, more than ever, the 
fulness of the Divine presence - in our little 
class-meeting here ; and something still more 
remarkable, (as there is often only myself, and 
sometimes two or three' preachers,) there is for 
the time an uncommon power given me to express - 
my -own experiefnce. I seem carried above my 
own words, thoughts, and above my whole self, 
upon the subjectrof entire devotion. In my little . 
way, on these occasions, my experience is much ; 
upon that subject. I have thought this must be • 
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for others. If I eta Arow In even t'lnitf^tMii^ the 
Dk^Qe tfeftsut7> I ^hM esteem it $ .{leWliM^i*!- 
Wiege. I pmy tbatt you mi»r ^1 nueefc m tbe #^t 
of tove "ftnd forbetmnce at tiie OoQfevifeiitey aM 
thitt the ^ImiffhiyJIat may sanelion ydm^ei^ 
determmatidin : fheri> all will be jimns U^AkMM 
be* Wiabing. yon much more Aen* ever ef^hfe 
Divine pt'esence^ and a still fuller tentinvMy^iof 
the destruction of Use bitter root, witti Ae sMfing 
of the SptFit unto redempticoi^^ ^y ; I i6ta;*B^V. 
i^r^ in Christian bonds, your fi[iitii€a>, litiitfbte 
servant, D. 
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February 24, Friday. Still 1 live, /because my 
Gad is good, fai the course of these* eigbt days, 
]i have at times been rather defiressed:, mm ae- 
count of unfniitiVilness. I woaki be ail fo(r>€li9d. 
Every nerve Strang with holy ardour of desirato 
promote his cause upon earth 1 and yetl«eem 
tdd# nothing. Lord, if it is thy wiil, taim^ 

3 



^rMU^IiiM^ msf^ i^imdemnce&Are^. 9iui^ can Easily -je^ 

Bi^>f0. %9n. Tte pecUon&aitipjKlion of our ImcI^ 

QC^Ij^ies. ma»y of. my tbfiughta w<l woirds^ both 

Uy^^nil 'W»d i»aa% . Maittef» ueem now to^ dm^ to 

a ^pllw^ crisis. ;BieflSQd Goii^ interpose I UH'*^ 

dertake oor cause ; and^ if not contrary to- thy- 

vfUli ft^d derc^tory to tby glory^ y«t spare ; and 

li^tbe bittei; cop pites from ns^ at least for a* 

seasosu p l|$ar«t^ ancoj^ing prayers and suppli- 

cations that are ascending from every quarter ] 

in.public^ private, and secret. Thou bast olten^ 

in foirjsier da^s^ appeaned remarkably for our 

sittfal isktfid. Thou changest not. If our cnp of 

iniquity is not already fujl, O^ gracious Lord^ yet 

assist us in our extremity ! If it is^ O spare thy 

own people ;-%K^over their heads^-^bide them in 

the hdUbw of thy. baud! Speak, Lord^ for the ■ 

glory of tby Name. **' 

March 3, Friday. 1 have some reason to 
believe that the Lord has heard, and answered^ 
since last date. He has put work in my hand I 
did not expect, and owned me in it, after con- 
if^iciBf me deeply of . unfr aitf ulness « Last week 
I hald a partkuhir call in Povidenee, not only to 
arise myself^ and pray for our guilty land, but to 
urgeoiiiers to join me in the important work of 
intercession. This call the Lord has so owned as 
to leave not a shadow of dpubt.tbat it came fr^m 
huiideif. He fa«s in<;li«ied mapy to. wuto m the 



Its LtW t>F T 

work ; . favoured with much likerty i lit &' 
ttacme of grace.; gmU; oomfort has been ex* 
perieaced by some i together with ftucb a stroi^ 
stimalusto prayer^ as bas not oiken been found on 
forager occasions ; all ivUdi, gives encourage- 
mesit to beUeve, . solid good will be the result. 
Gcant it^ gracious Lord, for thy Name's sabe : 
and. though the. beginning is small, let it greatly 
increase. 

■ ] 0, Friday. Since the 3d instant, the 
Lord of heaven and earth, whom winds and vi^ves 
obey ; who giveth victory, or defeat, by sea or 
land, as he sees meet ; hath appeared signally in • 
our behalf, guilty as we are. O how blind are 
those who do not see, that the hand of God, and 
not superior seamanship, is the grand cause, that 
15 sail of British sbipt^ should overcome the 
Spanish fleet, consisting of 27* Not only captur- 
ing two first-rates of 112 guns each, and two 
^' others, one of 80, and one of 70 guns, but also 

greatly damaging several others ; and thereby pre- 
venting tlneir junction with. the French and Dutch 
fleets, who avowedly owned their design of hi- 
vading our little Island. O, Lord, it is thy doings 
and may Ayell be wondrous in our eyes : there- 
fore, to Thee be all the g^ory, to whom alone it 
i.s due.* Surely prayer has been heard. O may 

* This brilUant victory was obtained under ibe command 
of Sir Jobn Jervis, od'Cape 8t. Vincent, on the 14th of the 
preceding month ; and acquiFcd for the British Admiral the 
jippropTiate title of Earl St. Vincent. 

Yi^ B^tneU Higtory of the War, h ii. ch. 1. p. 181. 
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VMS attlHKhatikfbl add tombl^ 1 md dif thoti, O 
hordy.gr^QiiHSj VksH^gi nnd beAi'the prayers) 
c&nd^vFj^ Regtifd e«r Ia;te atlen^pti^ to hambl^ 
ourseiveft bji cofifessmi oft the la^t day set apart 
as a oatiomd fast for-Scottand } and' dwti a neig^^ 
bouraii^ aatioo^ > this d#f em^iloy^d in tlie Irke 
sotemo. exffii^es. K possible, yet save us For 
tfay Nwne's sake. Gc^eaft was also t^^ goodtieids 
of oar God'in defeating the attempt of a descent 
upon iB^aod smne months ago ; e^en after part 
of the ^fien^'s) forces were landed. Jte caused' 
tlie wind to biow^ that seattered tteir fleets and 
obliged'^bem to rotwn td port greatly damaged.** 
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♦ This Radons ihtferposition of ProTidence deserres to 
lielUrdier notiieedi'. ** The repuiilican ^orernmeiit of France, 
peroeiving' ft 'Ctisls inthii ffit(lfttk(a of Ireland more favour- 
able to the siuscess of ab isTasioii than any i^^insfa had 
occurred siuoe the French reyolution, seized that ocoasioa 
to strike a blow of no common importance. Fifteen thou- 
sand chosen troops, under the command of Hocbe, were 
embarked at Brest, on the 15th December, 1796; intended 
to act cm dteir arriT&l with a body of the disaffected Irish, 
who were kDoB-n to be considerable in nufnbers, and or- 
ganized for insurrection by chiefs <^ talents and iatfepidity. 
Every thing* being prepared. Admiral Villaret Jeyeuse set 
sail frotn Br^st, with eighteen sail of the line, besides 
frigates and transports, while the General embarked with 
his staff OB board the frigate La Pratemit^: The wind, at 
ftrst, was favourable ; but scarcely had the expedition lefl 
tlie outer harbour, when a storm arose which dispersed the 
fleet, and separating the frigate which carried Hdche, 
obliged biito^ to escape into the harboar of Rochelle, after 
weathering a dangerous cmise, and being chased by two 
British v<e6sel8. Of die whole Heat, only eight tWo-deckers 
Vol. II. O 
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How wonderful is his goodness to His unworthy 
creatures ! O let it prove salvation to us ! Neither' 
would we forget His recent appearance for us 
in Wales, when He caused 1200 troops, who 
had made good a landing on that coast, to lay 
down their arms, and surrender themselves as 
prisoners of war, when only opposed by the- 
militia and the country people, rising in a mass 
against them. How easily, if not prevented 
by the God of battles, might the enemy have 
overcome. O Lord, may these memorable in- 
stances of thy goodness to us, be written in in- 
delible characters upon our hearts j and appear in 
our lives, by universal obedience, to thy com- 
mands. Without this thorough reformation, by' 
the faith of the gospel, though the fatal blow may 
be suspended for a season, it must take place ; 
and, we may fear, with double severity, after 
having rendered ourselves doubly guilty, by re- 
sisting every effort made for our deliverance. 

April 14. Sabbath last, 1 was glad to go to 
the house of God in the morning, though my ex- 
pectations were not fully answered. _ On coming 
home soon after, I went to prayer with a Chris- 

reached the coast of TrelaDd, under Admiral BouTet, who 
appeared off Bantry Bay, but was forced from that situa- 
tion in a few days by tempestuous weather, and obliged to 
return to France, without effecting a landing. In thi9 
disastrous expedition, the French lost not less than three 
ships of the line, and three frigates, from the adverse ele- 
ments." 

Baine's Histortf of the War, b. i. ch. 22» p. 167^ 
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tian friend, without any enlarged expectations. 
Yet my gracious God and Father broke into my 
soul in a wonderful manner ; ahd so clearly ap- 
peared to the eye of faith, as seated on a throne 
of grace, willing to hear and help, as astonished 
me ; and, if I may so express it, held out the 
sceptre of mercy, as a token of love and gracious 
acceptance, as king Ahasuerus did of old to Esther. 
This passage of Scripture immediately occurred 
to my mind; but O, how different theconde-' 
Bcension : the latter was but an earthly monarch, 
though he reigned over twenty-seven provinces 5 • 
the former, the King Eternal, Immortal, Invi- 
sible, the Only-Wise God. A solemn, deep, yet 
sweet sense of the Divine presence penetrated . 
my whole soul ; and through mercy, I have never 
.since lost the glorious view. O that it may prove 
transforming, and that I may be enabled to walk 
more humbly and closely with God than ever. 

May 12. O God, how good, how strong art 
thou. On Thursday, had a sweet season in secret 
prayer. Soon after, my soul was much blessed 
with the perusal of a Christian friend*s letter, 
highly favoured of the Lord. Jehovah drew nigh, 
and my soul felt as if set on fire ; not only in 
point of strong desire, but of enjoyment. It was 
a precious season. Soon after, when joining a 
few Christian friends in prayer, praise, and Chriji- 
tian conversation, I found the place rendered 
«acred by the Divine presence 5 while my God, 
set clearly before me, that inward life the Chris>- 
tian is called to live by faith in Jesuis ; and gav« 

2 
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me a rich taste of it. 1 felt sinking into Deity^ 
losing myslelf in the ocean of Divine love ; while 
Jehovah seemed to fill all space. In the evening, 
when in secret before God, he again Hepeated his 
wonderAil goodtiess ; felt so near, so manifested 
bis Divine presence, as I can no ways express or 
explain. O Lord, grant great and permanent 
effects ; let it not pass away unimproved, as too 
many of these wonderftil and gracious manifes- 
tations have done; at least, not so much im« 
proved as they might have been, had I be^ more 
feithful. O Lord, I have daily cause of humi- 
liation before thee ; yet this does not prevent thy 
flow of mercy to me. How wonderful thy good- 
ness, for Christ's sake,, to thy poor dust and ashes, 
i would lie low before thee, and lament my uo- 
worthiness and rniftutbfulness. 
. June SO, Friday. I have reason to ble^s the 
Lord for a sweet sense of his love shed abroad in 
tny heart, with a deep, very deep consciousness 
of his goodness, both vtiih respect to public and 
private affairs. Troly my meditations upon these 
doings of the Lord have been very comfortable. 
With respect to the former, I seem to have a 
sweet notice from on high, that public calamities 
have been retarded, our tranquillity lengthened, 
and many remarkable interpositions in behalf of 
our country obtained^ by the unceasing prayer 
that has for ftmny months been ascending in the 
name of Jesus, in various places, and by every 
denoitiiriation of Chri^'ans. And it appears to 
me, that while this spirit of prayer is contiiuied. 
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BEtional judgemeots will be suspended. I feel^ 
therefore, a dread, le^t any of us should be less 
frequent^ or fervent, at a throne of grace now, 
when public affairs wear a more pleasing aspect t 
may a gracious God pravcnt it. I believe also it 
is particularly pleasing to hin^, that so many in 
different places, and in various situations in life, 
are stirring themselves up, to spread th^ know-* 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jes^is, both at home 
and abroad. O that this keen edge may never 
wear ^ff, and that the Lord may countenance 
every attempt made agreeable to his will, for the 
go^versiou of sinners, and the building up of his 
saints. 

July 21, Friday. These last eight days I have 
been much favoured with intense breathings after 
all the life of God ; and tried with a keen sense 
of my weakness, and inability, to walk up to 
the light given. My heart almost breaketh for 
loj^ings after what I do not attain. Help, Lord, 
— ^how long : O let it suffice. The time is short. 
(live me all I desire ; all, all, th^t is in thee ; alf 
that, as a creature, I can receive. The way is made 
plain; the promises are on my side; also the 
faithfulness of God. I enjoy many sweet and pow 
erful manifestations of the love of the Father and 
the Son; but these cannot suffice. My God^ 
undertake for me, level every mountain. I have 
long felt my own weakness ; now let me prove; 
thy mighty power made manifest m it, and thine 
shall be the glory. Since last date, I have had a 
kind of general notice on my oiiiid^ as if the 

a 3 



394 TRB LIFB OF 

Lord had ofiore work for me, while my heart feek 
ardently desirous of being employed by him. i 
long for more active service, and plead and wish 
that he would raise up some to join me in it. 
Lord, let thi^ light shine clearer, and make the 
impression deeper, if from thee. 
< August 11, Friday. Surely I am called to 
declare that God is love. Much of his goodness 
has passed before roe since last date. - Had, lasi 
Babbath, an opportunity of remembering the 
dying love of Jesus, with power to make known 
all my wants at his table; though not such a 
rich enjoyment of Divine things. On Monday, 
the eternal world and its blessed inhabitants 
seemed nigh* I felt as if mingling with kitKired 
spirits, that had escaped from a land of misery, 
to the abodes of bliss. In the evening fouEid 
it good to meet with a select few, and join in 
prayer, praise, and Christian conference. Many 
are my opportunities : O that my progress 
bore any proportion. One evening, after the 
ifatigue of much business, while in secret prayer, 
the Lord Jesus drew unexpectedly nigh ; quick 
as lightning he touched my heart with tlve fire 
of his love. I very soon found it was preparatory 
to trials, from which I suffered keenly for some 
time. I cried to my God to help, and lead into 
his will, which in mercy he soon did ; pointed 
out my way, and gave power to walk in it, 
trusting in himself; rising above nature's false 
feelings, and victory quickly followed. A song of 
grateful praise was put into my mouth, and iiita ^ 
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the hearts of others, particularly concerned in 
the final issue of the affair. O God, who is a 
cGod Ijke unto thee! How often have I proved 
-thee, in various kinds of straits, a present aid. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. O that every instance 
*of thy goodness may bring me nearer to thyself, 
and increase my conformity to the Divine Image. 
Octpber 20, Friday. My comforts have riot 
been so strong these some days past, though still 
•a measure of the Divine manifestation, with which 
.1 was favoured some weeks ago, remains ; with 
.a small renewal of it at times. My soul has 
^mouf ned after greater nearness to my God. 1 felt 
as if I could not live without it. My feclingi. 
-were something similar to what the poet ex- 
, presses, of "tears that delight, and sighs that 
^waft to heaven," for I experienced an increase of 
Divine love while thus exercised. But, alas, it 
is but a drop, compared with that fulness pro- 
mised by a faithful God. O Lord, remove every 
hinderance, and let me prove this fulness for thy 
Name's sake. Teach me how to improve thy 
goodness ;^ yea, thy every dispensation both of 
grace and providence. Yesterday was a time of 
.trial in the morning, but soon after my God 
.wonderfully turned my captivity 5 heard prayer, 
and came down to my help; we all felt his 
-blessed presence, and made mention of his loving- 
kindness. I felt astonished at his goodness and 
power. O how soon can he turn mourning into 

joy. 

04 
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Worcfo feU tQ say, what my feeftngs have been 
these days paat, on accouni of the wonderfuj ia- 
terposilion of a God of love as to public affaii's ; 
just when we seemed oij the brink of destruction 
as an island. O h<»7 dark the poliiical horizoti 
appeared, from the recent events that had taken 
place in Paris ; and from the sailing of the Dutch 
fleet (so lof^ blocked up in their harbour, by the 
vigilance of Admiral Duncan) to join t][ie formida- 
ble armament at Brest. It was believed a deter- 
mined design to invade Great Britain or Ireland, 
and most likely both. At this criHcai moment, 
our Aloughty Preserver appeared in our behalf^ 
and delivered into our hands, after a desperate 
engagement, nine or ten of the Dutch ships, in- 
cluding two flag ships, with both admirals. Lord, 
how great is thy mercy ! How great is thy power, 
for it is thy doings; therefore, to thee be all the 
glory. O write it deep on every British heart, 
^* it is the doing of the Lord ;" and teacli all of 
us to render the thanks and praise that is due. O 
that thy goodness would lead us as a people to 
repentance. O God, give thy blessing with this 
signal deliverance, that we may yet be preserved 
and made a holy and a happy people. I never 
felt more jealous for the glory of, my God, than 
on this signal occasion, test we should not see, 
and that eminently, Im hand, in this |;tvat bu- 
siness ; lest we should give that praise to men 
(who are but his instruments) which 'is due to 
the Lord alone. Surely he is the Hearer of 
prayer. • None, O Lord, cry to thee in vain, that 
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aiy iirigbt. Blessed God, motntota ' what thoii 
bast wroogbt for us.^ ' 

November 3, Friday. Tbe tide of s{)iritual 
temptatiofi has run high these eight ^days.. My 
conflicts with the powers of darkness strong; 
yet have felt support, and, at times, comfort : a 
struggHng into God 5 a wrestling spirit for every 
purchased blessing; especially sanctification, with 
the .seai of the Holy Spirit. Without thisy I find 
tbe power of painful temptation soon dims the 
evidence that arises from the fruit of the Spirit* 
r have felt powerfully drawn to a throne of grace 
these days past ; yet when tfaere^ had the mor-^ 
tification to find all my kindling ardors die away .; 
notwithstanding, I have sensibly experienced an 
increase of the love of God« He certainly, in 
some small degree, is my God and my all. But 
O, having tasted of his love, I cannot rest till I 
am lost in him; filled with all his promised 
fulness. I burn with desire to glorify him ; and 
feel at the same time such an inability, such a 
piercing senae of my nothingness, as I can no 
waya express. Omy God^ when wilt thou satiate 
my weary soul; when wilt thou replenish my 
sorrowful heart : hasten the long^wished for 
period. 

, - - ■■—--- — — T -- I. ■ ■ 

* This action, vbicb was g^allantly contested by tKe prin^ 
cipal part of the enemy's fleet, prored one of the* most 
brilliant and decisire engagements recorded in our naral 
annals. It was fought between Camperdown and Egmont 
the land being about nine miles to leeward, October lUb «£ 
this year. For further particulars, 

Vide Baines' Bist. ^e. b. S, oh. 1 , p. 1^. < 

OS 
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Of late, I have felt the most ardent desine to 
exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; With what delight 
do I confesa^ and firmly believe Him the Son of 
God, eqtial with the Father ; yeay God over ati, 
blessed for evermore .**— King of Zion. Also, the 
compassionate High Priest, over the house of God. 
This in nothing derogates from the dignity of his 
kingly office. I lament the awful heresy of the 
day, and traly pity the authors and abettors of it. 
The former goes to rob Christ of all his glory, 
and to reduce him to alevel with the creatures that 
Mcere created by him ; for he created all things > 
tlttibUer, CO the utmost of their limited power, 
bttttd «ad support this wretched system of doc- 
trine ; aaili by every possible means, disseminate 
their destructive principles. But the baseless 
fabric cannot stand, it must tumble down. " The 
heathen may rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing : kings and rulers may take counsel toge-> 
iher, i^ain^ the Lord, and against his Anointed ; 
but he that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, 
the Lord shall have them in derision/' Pity them, 
O my God, in time ; that they may not be oii^^ 
serable through eternity. 



LETTTER LXXXV. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

August ^ii 1797. 

Although the letters in general of my friend 
in l;he Lord, are made spirit and life to my soul^ 
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ttill I am generally, by one circumstance or 
another, prevented answering so soon as I could 
wish, even for ray own sake. Every morning, 
I plead with my God to fit me for what he may 
call me to in the course of the day. If tp write, 
that he may guide my pen ; if to speak, that he 
may put his words in my mouth ; if to act, that 
he may give that wisdom which cometh. down 
from above : in hopes of the answer, I wish, I 
look, that the Hearer of Prayer may lead to 
some profitable matter. At this time, I praise 
him, for his goodness to you; and it is also 
matter of great thankfulness, I have to praise 
him for his goodness to myself, in public, in 
private, and in secret. Truly 1 may say, " God 
IS Love," How condescending I How low does 
he stoop, to his dust and ashes ! He makes me 
to rejoice. The Lord is King, and the King is 
now my Friend. How endearing, how delightful 
my fellowship with Deity, since I last wrote, 
eternity, alone can say ! And yet, O how far short 
of my vast, yea, unbounded desires. Great is 
my encouragement to press on^ from him who 
delights to do his needy creatures good. Con- 
scious of my many wants, I often, especially 
when with a few of his children for the purpose 
ofiiocial prayer, praise, and Christian conference^ 
call upon my God to draw nigh and bless us i. 
Jehovah instantly appears, and so penetrates me 
with a deep sense of his presence, as I would, in 
vain attempt to express ; but all present confess, 
• 5< God is here.* '^ The adversary, before these pi^- 
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dous seasons, tries every method to baRSS^ me^ 
and to stop nay moatii, by confusing my ideas. 
I feel SQoh sterility of thought^ such barrenness 
of expression^ as b for the time tndy trying : 
but He, whom men and devils must obey, soon 
commands him hence; and then the reign of 
light, life, love, and liberty takes place, and I 
sink sWeetly into God. Nor is it a solitary 
blessing ; while the words he gives are sp^en in 
simplicity, all feel, and all praise.- ^ 

Self-emptying work stili goes forward, as pre- 
paratory, I trust, to larger incomes than ever. 
I see and feel my own nothingness in a way 1 
cannot express ; but as my friend well under- 
stands from her own experience* I literally find 
Chat I can do nothing, to any purpose, without 
continual assistance from iXfm, who giveth wiU 
iingly* This has led me into such an habitual 
looking up for help, as enables me in some 
scHft to go forward, in whatever I am called to i 
though not always so as to please myself. 

*^ O that all the art might know 

Of iiTiiig thus to thee ! 
Find their beareB beguD below, 

And here t^y glory see ; 
Walk in all the worics prepared 

By thee to exercise their grace ; 
Till they g^ain their full reward, 

And see thy glorious face!" 

These words of (me of our hymns, stxucU me 
fofcibly a few days ago, when called to speak of 
the Lord's dealings with my soul : and feeling. 



ratlier a degree of embarrassraentj from the 
temptations above inentioned, tbey seemed so 
immediately given, and so expressed tbe language 
of my heart, as filled with gratitude, and set niy 
lips at liberty. How am I blessed, and yet how 
unworthy. , O my God, bow undeserving of thy 
ootice. O help me to glorify and enjoy th^ to 
the uttermost. This is all I live for. * 

1 think, if my heart does not deceive me, my 
general manner of life is a walking in the sim- 

plicity of^/aith : yet, witb the conscious dignity 
of a soul closely united to Deity, .that would grasp 
Infinity itself. Though 1 am willing to be the 
servant of all, to their edification, I cannot stoop 
to the trifles of life, which appear to many so 

* iipportant ; neither to give much of my time to 
the creature. Having God, a littk of them goes 
a great way. 

You feel your God is your all; to direct, com<^ 
fort, and instruct still further in tbe deep things 
of Deity; to enlarge your powers of reception^ 
that you may sink still deeper in the boundless 
ocean of bis pare love ; till all you are is lost in 
bim, and he is all your own. What endless cause 
of praise ! Yet bow feeble is our humanity ! How 
4nany tbe weaknesses, less or more, inseparably 
connected with growing years. To bear them 
with patience^ and Christian fortitvide and dignity^ 
^nd so as to glorify the Giver of all our mercies^ 
is most desirable. Tbe enemy tempts me, at times, 
to look forward a few years ; and insinuates, if I 
shouM ^e tbem^ what weaknesses I n^ay thto 
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experience ; but •! cast him and these thoughtt 
behind, and leave all to my God, who has cared 
for me hitherto, and will to the end. I have 
thought of late that he has more work for me, 
but as yet I do not see where, or how ; this also 
1 leave jvith him. As an island, still we arc 
spared ; how wonderful ! His goodness in thi« 
respect deeply affects me. 

Is there any prospect 6f primitive Christianity 
being revived in your city ? A spirit of love, I 
understand, has prevailed in the Conference. God 
is with us here ; though we have not any remarka- 
ble ingathering of souls. Your heart, I hope, will 
never be estranged from that beloved Connexion. 
{ would write to Miss Ritchie, but know not 
where to find her. A keen edge is upon the 
spirit of many in Scotland, which leads to many 
laudable attempts to spread the knowledge of 
th(? truth, at home and abroad. Since the de- 
parture of my two valuable friends, I have, 
stood much alone ; none, comes to my hclp> 
either to assist with purse or counsel. Lately, I 
have wished that the Lord would bring forward 
some able and willing; I am much tried with 
^he embarrassed state of Lady G— *s funds ; more 
especii^Uy, as there is no surplus of my own : whil« 
opportunities, of various kinds, are daily oc- 
curring for active service, and my heart is keenly 
4et for usefulness ; but this also I must leave with 
God, Help me by. your prayers; and believe 
me, with Christian regard, your poor fellow- 
pilgriqa^ . D, Maxwell, r- 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 



TO MISS RITCHIE. 

. September 5, 1797. 

• It has long been upon my mind to answer dear 
Miss Ritchie's profitable letter, received several 
months ago. She will, through the influence of 
that love which hopeth all things, forgive my 
seeming neglect, and accept a few lines written 
in the Christian spirit; and, in some degree,^ 
uad6r a sweet gale of heavenly and Divine love* 
Of Ifete, I have, through undeserved mercy, been 
much favoured with clpse and delightful fellow- 
ship with the Father, and the Son. O how does 
-this dignify human nature ; I must also say, how 
does It humble it, even to the dust. What a 
world of consolation, pure and indescribable^ 
springs from this sacred fountain ; ever full, yet 
ever flowing. And how simple the mode of coq- 
veyance, ly faith. This is, indeed, a wondei»- 
working principle, as one justly terms it. I shall 
bless my God, through all the un was ting ages^ of 
eternity, for the many useful lessons he has taught 
me respecting it; and still continues to teach 
me, and bears with my slowness in learning and 
practising them. O, who is a God like unto oqr 
God ? I hope I may venture to say, he is my God 
and my all y who performetb all things for me. 

•* Far above all earthly things,. 

M'hile yet my hands are here eraploy'd, 
Sees my soul, the King of Kings, 
And freely talks with God.*' 
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Amazing privilege : " Lord, what is man, that 
thou dost thus visit him." I have but a taste 
compared with what is purchased ; and what 1 
may be enabled to receive, 

1 bless the Lord, be daily acts before trie the 
glorious prize ; fill the communicable fulness of 
'Deity. The door stands open } he kindly invites 
me to come forward ; and gives for my epcoU" 
ragement a sweet taste, whieh the poverty of 
human language prevents my e^cplaining. At a 
prayer-meeting, about two or three wciete ago, 
my God gave me a rich display of his mercy. God 
the Father, and Son, bro}<e in with sweet sur-> 
prize Mpon my soul. He has given many pow- 
erful renewals of it since ; and though not always 
w^ith the same degree of joy> it has abode with me 
to the present moment. For some con^Qrabic 
time pa9t, in our little class-meeting, in my ovv» 
house, we have been most uncommonly favoured 
with the Divine preseace. Jehovah com^ down> 
and conaecrates the plaoe by bis preaepce ; mid 
we.are all constrained to confess a present God* 
He overshadows me» aod fills with such t deep^ 
holy, reverential awe, sweetly tempered with 
love, as I cannot explain. I sensibly fedi that I 
apeak under a sacred unction, which readies tb^ 
bcuirts of others ; and so alfects my own, t^at it' 
seewM ts if the cur;t9iu» of pftOjtftUiy were drawn 
aside, and heaven opened to our view. They dre 
indeed precious seasons. O that we may be en- 
abled to improve them to the uttermost. . 

I praise my God^ who still. keeps me. poor m 
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s]>irit ; truly sensible of my short-comiogs ; yet 
constantly thirsting after the full enjoyment of 
every purchased blessing, and surrounded with 
the presence of the first Person of the glorious 
Trinity. How wonderful his condescension I For 
still I find my fellowship and intercourse i^ more 
constantly with the Father than with the Son ; 
l^ometimes with both. And still I find commu* 
nion with Jehovah, attended with a much larger 
measure of holy, solemn, reverential awe than 
-with the Son. A peculii^r degree of . inexpressible 
sweetness attends the latter. . I feel thftt I every 
moment want the merit of bis blood, and every 
.momeat et\|oy it : blessed Jesus^ bojw ia&eiike my 
.obligations to Thee. 

I fed at times sby to write, or speak, of the 
deep things of €!od ! lest my testimony should 
jiot be received, or not onderstood ; or lest anjr 
:should suppose I have more grace than I really 
have. But I feel this inward life is so powerfully 
maintained, whilst I testify of it, that I cannot 
be altogether silent ; though I do not often either 
write or speak fully of it. Let us press on to the 
heights and depths of redeeming love ; and assist 
jeach other by prayer, &c. asourXiord shall direct 
Our new preadiera, this year, have beep ushered 
into their appointnoent in ttus circuit with many 
iokens for good. Wishing Miss Ritol^ie ev^ery 
blessing purchased for her, I am, in gospci 
bonds, her friend and fellow pilgrim, 

p. Maxwbll« 
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1798. 



Diary and Correspondence continued* 



. January 5. In the beginning of this year, as 
usual, I renewed my engagement to be the Lord's, 
and only for him, with all I have, and am, or 
^ver shall have. Lord, ratify the deed, and accept 
the poor gift of a poor worm, because offered 
upon that altar tbat sanctifies the gift. The day 
following, when at a throne of grace, and when 
beginning to ask the life of one of his ministers, 
Jehovah poured a spirit of prayer upon me ; gave 
me a sensible manifestation of his love, and in- 
crease of fellowship ; with much liberty to pray 
for the spiritual prosperity of his servant, but litUe 
freedom to ask for his life. I seemed to meet 
his spirit at a throne of grace, as full of joyous 
sensations before his God ; and gratitude to me, 
for the interest taken in his welfare. I have 
hardly once bowed a knee in prayer since, with- 
X>ut a repetition of this ; not eveflifted up my heart 
to the Lord, whether alone or with others, but in* 
stantly my friend joined me in spirit ; when even 
his countenance appeared to the eye of my mind, 
as full of heavenly joy. This being rather a new 
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thing. to me, I feel unable to decide upon it, ami 
what to think of it I know not; therefore, ohly 
pimply state the matter of fact. It is possible, in 
the course of providence, I may hear of something 
that will prove explanatory. I praise my God, 
who so blessed my own soul in my attempts to 
help a precious fellow-creature ; and still helps 
me to hold fast the blessing. This requires uo 
explanation being no unusual thing. O for gra* 
titude. 

• February 2, Friday. Surely my God hath heard, 
pitied, and helped me, since last Friday. The 
latter part of that day^ the Lord was good, and 
when tried unexpectedly, appeared in my behalf. 
He took hold, as it were, of my heart, and pre<^ 
vented any. painful feeling; and filled me with \ 
strong hope that he would undertake my cause, 
in one way or another; so that I.retnained un- 
moved, though appearances were much against 
attaining the object I had in view. But if the 
Lord says, " Fear not," ** faith laughs at impos- 
sibilities, and cries, it shall be done.'' Though 
not as yet done, still my trust is in Hini^ who 
never faiU to fulfil the hopes himself hath given. 
The following day, also, especially in the even- 
ing, the Lord felt graciously near, and my hope 
strong. On the Monday, likewise, I had reason 
to praise him ; when reading of the Lord Jesus, 
he suddenly drew nigh, -wonderfully clear to the 
eye of faith ; and very soon after, in secret prayer, 
gave me a delightful view of the Sacred Trinity, 
of the personality of the Father, Son, and Holy 
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Ghost; of their equality, in power w4 glory, 
and sameness of substancQ. On Tbursiclfiy> iu 
secret prayer^ be gave me sweet access to a 
throne of grace. I have $iuc*e been tried with 
the distress and danger of one nearly allied by 
the ties of nature ; for whom moeh prayer has 
ascended for his life^ but more especiaUy fox 
the life of his soul. Hear^ Lord, and answer 
the many petitions offered up for our poor guilty 
country ; and, if possible, spare us yet. I bless the 
Lord for the privilege of secret prayer. What a 
source of comfort and profit to one's own soul^ 
f&ud that of others. Here we are permitted to 
pour out our souls, when grief aasails, when 
danger i» qigh, or apprehended to be so ; when 
difficulties increase, and close and varie^ted 
(rials press the spirits down ; and in all these 
casesi, find help, less or more, sooner or later, 
as our compassionate God and Saviour sees best. 
March 23, Friday. Since last date, I have' had 
some sweet and profitable times. On Monday 
evening, at the prayer-meeting, the Lord was pre-^ 
sent to bless and do us good. Through mercy, I 
obtai^ied an apswer,iQ a measure, to a petition fre- 
quently pint up of late respecting that meeting s O 
IbaitjCmay be fully answered. A, fresh dame of 
^trqpg desire spemed kindled in my soul, for the 
full possession of the fidlesi salvation of God. O 
how I longed to plunge into the Godhead's deepest 
sea of holy, pure, perfect love. I felt all on fire to 
be lost in the immensity of DeUy. Since then, 
have been much drawn out in secret prayer to 
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pkad for it ; and hhve been favoared with such' 
enlarged desires^ such expanded glorious viewg 
of it, as brought a present heaven into my soul. 
The language of my heart was, and is, 

* ** Sink me to perfection's height, 

The depth of humble love." 

This, not as a glorious acquisition to aggrandis^^ 
and bring much respect and admiration to self 
from surrounding creatures, or aelf-approba* 
tion ; but, as the accomplishment of the gospel 
promises, to help me more to glorify God. These 
are scattered richly through the New Testament ; 
such as 1st Corinthians, xiiith chapter, from the 
4th verse to the end ; also, chapter iiid of the 
Bphesians, from the 6th verse to the end ; also, 
chapter vth of the 2d Thessalonians, from the 
16th verse to the 24th inclusive. Though most 
of these are rather in the language of prayer and 
exhortation, than promises ; yet it alters not the 
case, as we are morally certain, the apostle 
would neither have exhorted those to Whopi he 
wrote, to do these tbiagA ; nor have prayed for 
them himself^ if they were not to be obtained. 
Nay, he expressly says, at the 24th verse of the 
Jast reference : ** Faithful is he that oaUeth you, 
who also vdll do it." What will be do? He will 
sanctify wholly; he will fill with that perfect 
love that casieth out all fear. And all this will 
sink the creature to the dust, feeling, es» well as 
seeing, we arc nothing,- and t^at Christ is all in 
alt. None prize a Saviour as do these humble 
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souls; they feel they ca]> do nothing withont 
bim, 

** Weaker thlm.a bruised reed, 
Help they erery moment need,*' 

They are taught to live every moment by faith 
upon him ; not as an abstracted speculative prin- 
ciple, but by a faith that brings deep peace and 
present power. O my God, let me, for thy Name's 
sake, enjoy much of this full salvation, that 
stands so closely connected with poverty of 
spirit ; with humble love, that gives the gloi7 ^f 
all to Thee. 

After this long digression, I go on to say : — 
On Tuesday morning, I had a delightful time in 
secret, from the views given me of the great 
things Christ has purchased for his people; and 
freely bestows on those, who, Abraham-like, 
stagger not at the promises through unbelief ; 
but become strong in faith, and thus receive 
their accomplishment. I prove the great utility 
of living by simple faith, even in my small mea- 
sure. Jt brings the soul to a throne of griace, 
as a child to an indulgent parent : not with a 
price in hand, but pleading onli/ its own ne- 
cessities-^and to insure a supply, the merits of 
Jesus; who, by his meritorious sufferings, has 
purchased every blessing his people can want; 
well aware, that this alone can turn the scale in its 
favour. Lord, increase my faith, that I' may ' 
glorify thee, by receiving all thou M'aitest to give. 
On Thursday, the Lord was present to teach and 
comfort us, when met for the purpose of praise. 
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prayer^ and Christian conference, as those of old; 
and at night, in secret prayer, I was enabled to 
plead for more grace j deeply conscious of my 
short-comings, and saw both the willingness of 
my God to bestow, and the value of the blessings 
I asked. Lord, answer speedily. Have still been 
enabled to retain a measure of the blessing be-' 
stowed at the Lord's Supper as formerly men- 
tioned. Yet I liave been of late much and vari- 
ously exercised in mind, on many accounts ; and 
have had some severe trials to encounter : yet, if 
competent to judge, I feel more desirous of power 
to glorify my gracious God, by living in his will, 
than to be delivered from them. He knows what 
IS best for me, and has ever been good to me in 
all his dispensations ; therefore, I still endeavour 
in all to say, '^ Thy will be done ;" and, also, in 
all to trust in him. I do find it good so to do ; 
though yet many petitions, frequently and fer- 
vently put up, remain unanswered. 

April 6, Friday. Still I walk in darkness, and 
have no light, in point of providential dispensa- 
tions : but this I must qualify, so far as to say, 
it is only as to particulars. The Lord has, I 
think, given reason to believe, in general, judge- 
ments will overtake our guilty lands ; but as to 
the precise time, the manner, the weight, the 
duration, I am altogether ignorant. How far 
either Church or State will be affected by them, 
I know not ; or what the final result will be, ex- 
tept that they will be followed by great days of 
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the gospel.^ O God^ tbou art a God of mercy ! 
Judgement is thy strange work $ therefore I look 
np to thee. I can trust in thee in the time of 
trouble: thou hast given me good cause so to 
do. . Yet, Lord, my heart trembles within me, 
and I am afraid of thy just judgements. Just 
they will be, come when they wilL, My inmost 
soul keenly feels the wonderful length and depth 
of thy mercy in sparing me so long. O that it 
may be sanctified to saints and sinners.f 

With respect to the state of my own mind 
these eight days, I have had no very remarkable 
manifestations of Divine love, or visitations of 
severe trial. I have experienced sweet renewal* 
of the blessing bestowed some weeks i^, at a 
sacramental occasion ; some comfortable seasons 
at a throne of grace, in secret ; and found that 
simple faith \i\ Jesus, in time of trial, wich .prayer, 
l^as power with God. I have for many years 
viewed it my chief end to glorify God, and proved 
it my chief happiness to enjoy him. These views, 
of late^ seem to grow brighter, and more im'pres- 

* This seems almost prophetic. Thank God, we lire to 
see those days. '* O Jesus, ride on till all be subdued^*' 

f These were not the apprehensions of a weak and 
tifiiorous mind. Siich was die gfeneval alanD* that the 
▼olnntary contributions for thetnpportof the British go* 
▼emmeot against the threatened French inrasion, amounted 
this year to upwards of two millions and a half sterling, 
besides 139,332/. 15f. 2d, remitted from British residents 
at Bengal. 

Vidi Asfi^U Ana. tf U^eml Mimorp. rol. iv p. 160^ 



fltfc : ihe will of God mone precious* I seem ta 
aitik deeper joto it ; am onide williog to embraeei 
ii, more iiniitirmly^ and more nDiversally^ thait 
e^er. I feel not only unwilling to cboose for my- 
self, bat quite inadequate to the task of dedding^ 
what is best, aud, therefore, esteem it a great 
privilege to have ray God to choose for me in alit 
tfiings. Blessed Lord, carry forward thy world 
in me with a more marked progress. All my 
soul cries, ont for thisj and ail the pow<a^s at^ 
darknefts unite to prevent it : but the God of sat- • 
vsCion is above them alL 

May 12, Friday. Still my God is doing- Imi 
needy? mieature good. In the course of these' 
bsi eight days, I have been favoured with many 
opportunities of enteriiig the house of the Lord ; 
during the dispensation of the word and sacra- 
Qsexlt in Edinburgh and its vicinity. On the last 
dajfy I looked and prayed for a spirit of holjr 
mourning for myself and others, but myGod^ 
gave me much sweet enjoynient of himself during' 
a discourse from, /^ Draw nigh mito God, and' 
be will draw nigh unto you/' I felt sinking intO' 
Jaefaovah,— ^losing myself in him ; in the posj»es- 
sjon of holy, solemn, sweet fellowship with Deity. 
O- the wonderful condescension of the Most High, 
for his Son*^ sake ! This is the merilorious cams' 
of tS\ our mercies. Eternal praise unto him as 
Uie great source of all present blessings, and^ 
future prospects. On the great day of the feast, 
my heart was greatly lifted up in the ways of the 
Lord, and my hands made strong by the mighty 

VoulL P ' 
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06d of Jacob. I felt finrronnded with sudi tn 
irresistible flood itf meridian evidence for eternal 
happiness, as was pleasing to experience ; yet 
felt a holy shame; deeply consdous how un- 
i;rorthy I was of it. O that my God may be 
glorified in every instance of his goddness to his 
poor creature, by giving me to feel nfivch of its 
transforming influence. For a day or two after 
my happiness did not increase. 1 was rather 
eidled to listen to Divine teaching, respecting 
greater victories over fself^ and more frequent 
and fervent addresses at a throne of grace. The 
former was attained \ the latter, I trust, will also 
be bestowed. During sevnraUdays of last week, 
the love of Jesus burned in my heart with a strong 
flame. I felt very zealous for, and jealous lest, 
any should successfblly attempt to rob him of 
any part of his glory, as Sen of, and equal tOy 
God the Father. ^ My heart revolted with a holy 
indignation at every attempt so injurious wd 
vaili : yet not so as to exclude prayer for such 
daring sinners. On Thursday, my gracious Ood 
was sensibly present, with a few select ones, met 
for praise, prayer, and Christian qonverse. It 
felt a sacred houn Truly it is "Often good for me, 
and some others, on these occasions, to draw 
nigh unto God. This morningj agreeable to in- . 
struction from on high, self was conquered ; yet,- 
at secret prayer^ I did not feel al} that access F 
wished, neither that for which I looked ; yet 
possessed much desire for both. Soon after, in 
^letiding with the Lord for three im{K>rtant things 
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in particular, and intreating for an anBwer5 I 
se<»ned to, obtain it for two of them, in these - 
words : " And ye shall serve the Lord your God, 
and he shall bless thy bread and thy water :" and 
ipuch comfort respecting the third, from part of 
tbexxxvith and xxxviith chapters of Isaiah| where 
Hezekiah' cries to the Lord against the insults of 
the enemies of the Lord, and the threatened in* 
vasion of his laqds by the king of Assyria, and 
by his General Rabshakeh, Twice Isaiah was 
commissioned by the Lord to deliver most com- 
fortable answers to his requests. I would lie 
low before the Lord on account of his goodness, 
and my own unworthiness. He gave me much 
comfort this day also from these words, " Calljt 
upon me and I will answer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty things which thou knmvest 
iiot;" also, " Rehold, I will bring health, and a 
cure ; and I will cure them^ and will reveal unto 
Jthem the abttndaiice of peace and truth." Also*, 
^^ Behold the days come, saitb the Lord, thatj 
will perform that good thing which I have pro- 
mised unto the house of Israel, and to the houses 
of Judah." Amen ; even so be it, as thou has;t 
spoken unto thy dust and ashes. 

18, Friday. ; &till, through the tender 

^niercy of my.Qod^ I have to record fresh proofs 
of his goodness, since the 12th inst. On Tues- 
day last, when hearing my week-day school ex- 
ajnined, (for the purpobe ojf dismissing, Mrith a 
Bible^ and with prayer, praise^ ^nd much exhor- 
tation^; nineteen scholars fully tau^t^ besides tviio 

P 2' 
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more of one year's standmg only, new put into 
the Orphan Hospital,) I felt very langtiid ; bat 
on lifting up my request to the Hearer of prayer, 
that he would give me the souls of all the^oung 
ones present (forty-nine) for my hire, my God 
drew nigh, very nigh, and I felt filled with a 
reverential awe : — a heaven of silent, holy love, 
dverspread my whole soul. Indescribable serenity, 
a deep, sweet sense of the Divine presence, 
pierced my heart. O that my request may be 
given me. In the evening, Jehovah again broke 
In with holy, sweet surprise, updn my whole soul, 
(though not engaged in any devotional exercise) 
with all his softening power, and my heart felt 
filled with heavenly tenderness ; yea, all dissolved 
iii love. O, what must the fuU fruition of Deity 
above be, wheti here below, a drop, a degree of 
'nearness, so captivates the soul ; so arrests every 
f o\Vet of the riiind, that faith seems lost in enjoy- 
ment I Blessed Lord, enlarge my capacity, and 
^ii me with thy fulness. 

August 24, Friday. I have many mercies and 
'privileges to acknowledge. The communion of 
particular saitits has 1)ten stveet ; and of others, 
1 trust, profitable ; as rt led' to much, very much 
praydr j Biit'still they are not my God. O how 
'empty would every pritifegc be without his 
Divine presence ! this increases, greatly increases 
every temporal and spiritual privilege in point of 
]etijoyment. The full fnikidn of Deity; Father, 
Son, and Holy Ohbst, puB^Ofcto, aloflc cto satisfy^ 
* ifee VtBt desires of my soul. THis-tnciudes eon- 



DARCy^ L^T UA:sy^BLh. .317 

fdrmiiy and continual fellowship ; and I believe 
the latter is in exact proportion to the former,. 
In the nature of things it q>ust be so. My soul 
pants after holiness on this account. O let the 
Almighty fiat go forth ! My God has so formed 
my spirit, that I cantH)t be happy but in himself. 
Mistress of the whole universe, what a poor, 
empty, miserable creature should I be ! What 
an achiog void should Lfeel without Him ! Come 
then, my God, fulfil my large desires, large as 
infinity. Give all my Jesus hath purchased ; with 
not only inclination, but power to lay it out all 
for Thee. 

October 26, Friday. Since last Friday I have 
been confined tatbe house, but yesterday I w^nt 
abroad, and felt my Lord nigh, and his love in- 
creased in my soul ; bad, also, a sweet time in 
secret in the morning; and at noon also, when 
with two of his ministering, servants : — they^lso 
were comforted. I have found my absence froqi 
the house of Grod painful, though at times have 
felt holy, sweet nearness to him. This is my 
element. But O, who that has tasted of this 
exquisite enjoyment, but must pant for more* 
Surely this is congenial to the new creature, to 
the heaven -born soul ; but the blessing 'of desire^ 
jcven the most intense, is far short of possession* 
Come then, O my God, and every pioment fiil 
my soul with thy pure love; encompass with 
thy presence ; encircle in thy Divine arms. O 
ivhat is all the world calls great, or good 5 what 
49 ^U ^rrc^strial happiness, when compared with 
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the pure, the perfect love of God, that castetti 
but fear ; that, as it were, annihilates self. Then 
the soul feels lost in God, — blessed with inex- 
pressible nearness to Jehovah, through the only 
medium, the Lord Jesus Christ. I have but 
tinited of this ; yet, blessed be God for a taste, 
which I trust is a prelude to the full enjoyment. 
At times, in the course of these eight days, the 
cup has felt bitter ; yet, I think the bitterest 
ingredient was feeling, to my own apprehen- 
sion, a want of power to glorify my Crod in the 
fires, as I wished. His will is very precious, and 
my feelings very quick ; the smallest deviation 
pains accutely. 

O the height and depth of Divine mercy to our 
guilty lands ! The poverty of human language 
prevents expressing what I feel, and what othets^ 
should feel, on the present occasion. Just before 
the Brest fleet got to the Irish shore, with about 
6,000 troops, arms, ammunition, stores, cloth- 
ing, and much money, to jpin the Irish rebels ; 
our God interposed, and gave the whole into our 
hands, by Sir Jdhn Borlase Warren. Lord, to 
thee all glory is due ! Incline all to give it.* 

* This victory was highly important in its G^msequenccs, 
ts it led to the final termination of the Irish rebellion. A 
rebellion bloody and abhorrent, and wbleh bad continued 
to rage with unrelenting fury, for tbree months, in which 
more than thirty thousand lives were Sacrificed, and prc»- 
pcr^ to the amount of Upwards of two millions string de- 
stroyed; and which, after throwing the whole kingdusa 
into indescribable confusion and dismay, overwhelmed tlie 
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' December 28,- Friday. The cup of blessing I 
have, in a (le%htful degree, been permitted to 
drink of, since the 2 1st. My obligations to a God 
,of love greatly increase : yet, still I thirst for 
.more. My desires are insatiable after the Chief 
.Good. O, who that loves his God, can love 
enough ? I feel much holy shame that I come 
so far behind. I loathe myself, and into nothing 
fall, when thus highly favoured from on high. 
These days past, especially at times, my nearness 
to Ddty I cannot express. One of these precious 
seasons I enjoyed yesterday, when employed ba 
I generally am on that day. Such an astonishr 
ing realizing of the Divine presence. Father and 
Son, as made me amazed that f(nth itself could 
.make so mauifest those great realities to the eye 
of the mind. Human language can in no way 
express what the soul enjoys on these memorable 
occasions. Yet I am wellraware, that it is not the 
mere eiyoyment, however exquisite^ which ascer- 
tains their value, but their transforming injluencel^ 

instigators in one common ruin. That the object of this 
deep- laid and extensive conspiracy was to imitate the ex- 
ample set by the people of Holland, and to erect Ireland 
into a republic, throug'h the agency of France, cannot be 
doubted ; and had the French directory manifested as much 
promptitude in executing, as the original conspirators dis- 
played ability in forming their plans, this revoluticnary 
struggle might have ended in a measure which can never 
be sufficiently deprecated ; not only as tending to the alien- 
ation of a large portion of the strength of the empire, but 
as an ei^lut involTing its prosperity and independence. - 

Vi<U Baine's His. b. 2. ch. 9. p. 249. 
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Ibr this I plead with the Hearer of prayer. .0 
that I may prevail to the utmost ! Ih^ his great 
Name shall be glorified^ and my soul eteraally 
f>rofited ; and perhaps some of my fellow-siflnerst, 
<or saints also ; for all things are passible with 
the Almighty. On Monday evening, in public, 
4;he Divine arm was made bare in my behalf, bot^ 
'm to additional strength and comfort, and i 
^dearly saw to whom I was indel^ed. On Tnes- 
-day morning, and this day early, 1 was highly 
favoured in secret prayer, with sweet access ;•— 
wucfa liberty in pleading for alt I wanted, and wirii 
-soul-animating hopes of success. The word of 
God was indeed made food to me, especially, par- 
ticular promises. O what thanks are due ! But no 
degree of grace will secure from temptation. J 
vhad soon tifter an attack froih the wicked one. 
-How soon should I be conquered, but for Divine 
strength exerted in my weakness. My God has, 
indeed, answered my request for a biesMQg in 
the close of the year. May he still do .gpeater 
things before it ends, and increase them as soon 
as 17^ begins, and fully substantiate the hope 
ke has ^en^ and all the praise shaU ;be. His. 



LETTER LXXXVn. 
TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

I bless the Lord, wbo put it into the heart of 
my respected friend in Jesus, to send me a few 
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Knes^ wbicb came to hand only yesterday, though 
under date May 19, This morning I sensibly 

.met your spirit at a throne of grace^ and seemefl 
sweetly to unite in worshipping the Sacred Three. 
Perhaps your God will yet spare you a littte 
longer for his church's sake. But why should I 
wish to detain you longer from entering into the 

joy of your Lord ? He makes ypu feel, tl^it 
though the earthly house fails^ the immortal pcvft 
waxes stronger and stronger! All shrinking w;ijl,l, 
I doubt not^ be done away. It is owing to tl^ 
weakness of the human frame ; while the sayl 
mounts up^ as on eaglets wings^ to see and mq^t 
its Lord^ and many kindred souls gone befp^e- 
O glorious day I 1 trust, through super-^boun,d- 
ing grace, to join you. What extremes no^ 
meet i,n your situation ! feeble and weak, yet the 
joy of the Lord your strength. He feeds the 
flame that shall never be extinguished : it shi^l 

r.burn brighter and brighter till it mingles with 
the blaze .of eternal day. When you shall s^i^k 
into Deity, — be lost and swallowc^d up, in ho^y 
love> wonder, and praise. Your intense desire f9r 
a iriurophant exit, will surely be answered for the 
comfort and encouragement pf those Jeft behind. 
My God is. still doing his jieedy creature ^ood. 
Since my laist, I have .been favoured with I>ivii;ie 
teaching, and with 3uch intimate nearness (o 
Jehovah, as no language can express. It tru^y 

.'lays.j^pd kee|i«i me in the dust. I loathe myself; 

, jittshoct^ I find silonce inust convey iny fi^etit^ 
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on this part of my subject^ for words cannot. 
But my friend knows what I would say from her 
own knowledge of this part of Christian expe- 
rience. I do find I would be the servant of all : 
but am unworthy of the ground on which I tread. 
I feel the universality of the fall : yet, astonishing, 
I am raised up, for Christ's, sake, to union with 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jehovah teaches 
and enables me to pass through Jesus as the way 
to himself; and there I rest as in my centre ; and 
the deeper I sink here, the less I appear in my 
own eyes, and prove extremes united. At times, 
there is such views given of those great realities, 
only seen by faith, as must remain untold ; but 
they grow more impressive, and cause my heart 
to burn with holy intense desire to possess the 
fulness of God. I cannot rest in any thing as yet 
bestowed. It seems buf; a taste. In the Select 
Society, O how doe^ Jeho\-ah break in upon my 
soul ; and oar class, is more than ever owned 
and- favoured with the Sacred Presence. All 
glory to him to whom alone it belongs. I am 
ashamed to^say so much : you will not mistake 
me. But this letter is by far too tedious for yonr 
weak frame : yet must farther say, the goodness 
of my God to our guilty lands, so overpowers 
my frame, as I cannot express. I seem to feel 
the sins of all, and blush and grieve for thein 
before a God of love. 

Peace, love, joy, and abounding grace be with 
my friend on earth, efud, at last, a joyous entranba 



DARCYj LADT MAXWELL. 383 

into gloty, be roioistered unto her happy spirit, 
prays her fellow-pilgrim in the Lord Jesus^ 

D. M. 
P. S.. If strength is given to send another iiup, 
it will be a particular favour. If not, from one 
of your meeting. Farewell I 

D. Maxwell. . 
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TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

July 11, 1798. 
My much respected and highly favoured friend's 
letter afforded sacred satisfaction. We would 
join in calling upon our souls, and all that is 
within us, to magnify and bless the God of grace 
and consolation, for his gracious dealings wi^h 
his people in general, and with us in particular. 
But O, 

*^ What angel loogue can tell, 

His love immense, unsearchable ?'' 

We have tasted of it, blessed be his Name ; ai)d 
through mercy, are hastening to the full enjoy- 
' meat ; the Lord enlarge our receptive powers ; 
widen our ca^pacities, and fill us full ; not merely 
for our own happiness, but that we may glorify 
him to the utmost, while on earth, and be thps 
fitted for the fullest enjoyment of Deity in etcf- 
trity. My soul burns daily with increasing desife 
to glorify my God ; to sink into bim, and Iji^e^a 
his will. I see this as affording the most exQui- 
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'lutely pore eDJoymetit, even in this world, ^heve « 
we are surrounded with mnamerable weekne^se^^ 
necessarily connected with our fallen natures. 
What mast it be above, when all these are done 
away P when that which is perfect is come ? We 
are lost in the inquiry ! ! I Sweet, inexpressibly 
90f has heen my spiritual enjoyments since I last 
wrQte. I seem to -get Bearer to Jehovah ; and 
with that, such opening rays of glory — such views 
as I can no ways express or explain ! O, how 
does he bear with me I And, when I plead for I 
his immediate presence, especially with one or 
more persons .' that I wish to profit, he eonde- 
Bosods instantly to draw near. Of late, 1 havo 
been more highly favourad, in ithis way^ than 
*|^ose with n¥t. 

^etiave had'a Mr. S— ', ofC — , fellow of the 

CMege, (a most approved clci^oian, and bea- 

tenly <devoted soul,) preaohiBg iiere for soae 

weeks to crowded audiences In all my intfr- 

views with him, 'Whether alone ov with others. 

more especially the former, my mouth hath been 

wonderfully opened - to speak of the deep things 

of God? while ' the Most High witnessed to. the 

'truth, by bis presence with both af^us.; j^md 

' my heart, from sweet /experience, corrobocated 

^*tiic <evidenee. I do not know that I ever «aet 

» 

-wjth one, except among the JMethodisjts,}iJiat 
: received with such eftidentKiciiglDt, whaLlfStud 
' on* that mibject *; -or fwinh c;whoni 1 JEuund.eqnal 
^ liberiy. At Itmes, ^ his heart:, seemed, all >oa. f&re 
'torteice'diepeiSeel bUaSy^wilch m^adu ppsawt^fio-. 
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joymeiit ; at others, he was dissolved Id tears, 
feeling bis poverty and unveorthiness. I would 
hope the Lord is to-do great things' for, aud bjr 
him. 

With all this goodness shewn me, I am kept 
little and mean in my own eyes ^ made deeply 
sensible of many weaknesses; of mJr^utter un- 
worthiness ; so as to stand astonished that a holy 
God can love me, or even bear with me : but am, 
with my friend, taught to keep these things 
mostly to myself, well knowing tbey woqld be^ 
perhaps, burt&il to others ; yea^ a vStiij^bUng* 

Your obligations are great indeed: a patiei^ 
bearing, in silence, your infiruHtie^, w^ill briog 
gtery to your God, add to the triumph of gv^t^e 
hefTi and to, the enhancement of glory Aereafier, 
Am refreshed with the accounts of your agt^ 
friend, and would pre^s after her. You will ye( 
triikmph m(.re. There is a glorious W9rk^gQi^)g 
on. Farewell, highly fi^vqurcdsoul. Throi^h 
abouuditig graced I hqpe to meet you in glory! 
tm tbw, let us belp each other^ ^nd press through, 
aiid over,'ev;ery' ^(^miug hiuderance. . Help, Q, 
our jGn^d, a,|Kl t^iiiMej&lmli be the glory^ wUrmgjjiy 
jw«ib©d.byI>.JMi.,widJS.J*forever. 

D.Maxwbi^l* 
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Diat^ and Correfpondenee continued* 



April 5. Through mercy I still Mvty nitd am 
able to testify of the great goodness of my God 
and Saviour. On Sabbath morning, theSistof 
March, soon after public worship began, especially 
during the first prayer, I felt much engaged ivtth 
the Lord. My whole soul flowed out in strong 
desire for some peculiar blessing, of which i stood 
much in need. While the speaker expounded 
. from the first five verses of the iid chapter of tbe 
Revelations, especially the fourth verse, where 
the Lord Jesus, after mentioning bis knowledge 
and approbation of what was still good in the 
-church of Ephesus, charges them with having 
hft ihfnrjtrst love; I felt involuntarily led to 
examine myself on this head, as in tbe presence 
of God, and thought I found some reason to con- 
clude I had not. Yet, fearing to trust my own 
conclusions in such an important matter^ I begged 
the Lord to let me know, from Mmsel/y how that 
solemn business stood. In a moment or two, 
these words seemed spoken to nty heart, by tbe 
Lord Jesus :-^'' O woman, greatly beloved, fear 
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iK>t/' Dreading .delusion, I fearcfd to receive 
them, but still they were repeated again and 
again, with such power, and accompanied with 
so much love, I durst not reject them. With 
then) I seemed also to obtain such an additional 
hold afjesusy as I can by no means express. 
Many powerful renewals of this gracious visit I 

-was favoured with, through thataud the follow- 
ing day, and with each, a heaven of love filled n^y 
heart, and, I trust, a measure of humility whs 
not unfelt : especially on Monday evening, I ivas 
lost in wonder, love and astonishment, • that the 
adorable Saviour should so condescend to a poor 
unworthy creature. It is mystery all ! O who 
can fathom the depth of redeeming love ! Almoi^l 
eveiy day this week 1 have proved some of his 
goodness. O that it may be permanent, and, 
by sovereign aid, purifying ! and also, a continual 
stimulus to activity and zeal in the cause and 
ways of my God. I see, I feel, how short I am ; 

- but in a moment he can work a great work. Come, 
Lord Jesus, and lay every aspiring mountain low ; 
and reign the Lord of evfery. motion of my heart. 
How willingly shall I obey. 

May 24. I feel more of a spirit of prayer : I 
see more of the loveliness of Jesus ; of his in^- 
mense value ; of the heaven there is in hi« love. 
Had 1 ten thousand worlds, how willingly would 
• I give them all to feel my heart brim-fuU of his 
pure love ; to have him reigning in it ; occupy- 
ing all space ; bringing every thought into cap- 
tivity to Mmaelf.' Surely^ Lord, theae iBsatiable 
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'4iesiit)s mu«t be ffotp on high. Wilt qot tlio^f 
then, fulfil them ?. Cotue, O my Qo^, and not 
only do tkis, but ^^ do exceedingly above ail I 
can asik or MinA :'' for bow limited .my peti- 
. tions — ^how scanty my thoughts ! Since the 17t^ 
,my comforts bave not been so rich and strong as 
« often they are ; yet have cause ,to be tbaukful for 
-many mercies. On Monday evenings at tbe 
.prayer-meeting, the Lord seemed to. shine on his 
work in my soul, spas to cause f[\c to think be 
,.bad done more for me than of whicb I jam always 
: sensible. It is only in his light we can see ai^ 
.know the things freely given us of him. Qn 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Th\*rs.day, hegav:e n>e 
; repeated opportunities for the spiritual benefit ^f 
. my:feUow-creatures,espccially i|> the higher walks 
of. life. I omitted last week mentioning a large 
opportunity given me, that occurs only oiinuaUp : 
;.the eMunination.of my week-day .school in Edin- 
burgh; united with prayer, pr^ise^ and a most 
.•appropriate exhortation tp^the scholars 'then dis- 
naissedy fully taught.* They re^oivc each a Bible, 
iwith tb^ir u^mc upon it, and a single weigb(y 
sentence marked under it, as pronounced by t^e 
, minister, %vho delivers it; also, an address is given 
.^0 those scholars who are then to enter, and to 
those that . remain. Abput sixtp child^^en -were 
preaeot^ besides grown pep|jpe. Jylj God| give ipe 
the sools of ail thttt.hav« bce>i» are naw, or .evpr 
fball be in, that school. ,0 that I ^lay n:^U|l)em 
, ,allop tberigbl^ hand^.^t the grefi,! day of dqcmm, ! 
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^»ftie* My God I found sweetly present with uj*. 
t)D /Thursday, as usual, he condescended to meet 
^Ith us of a truth, and renewed my strength, 
exhausted before by two hours close conversa- 
tion urtth one, who seems to be athtrst for present 
salvation — for living wholly for and with God. 
Blessed Lord, let none turn her out of thy way : 
help her to press on in the good way. Though 
-weakness itself, yet, gracious God, put thy worda 
in my mouth on every such occasion ; then, 
speaking under an unction from on high,, it shaH 
be in the demonstration of the Spirit and -with 
power. I long to be more useful. Indulgent 
Lord, grant my request j and take the glory of 
^11, and make me more thankful for thy .past 
^odness. On Wednesday evening, my God Waf, 
tin straits, a present aid. Supposing danger was 
«igh, I felt desirous to shun it, and cried tinto 
the Lord, who, in a moment, sent these words 
with sweetness, and a degree of power, so as to 
calm my feains, and enable me to adore his good- 
ness ; *^ What time I am afraid, I will put my 
trust in thee." O to be more grateful ! 

July 5. My Christian experiences for these 
•eight days past are very sin^ihir to the preceding 
week, nothing worthy of remark. Only upon 
the whole, I find myself strengthened for duty, 
in body and mind, and fitted for what I was 
called to.' On Monday morning, in secret prayer, 
'^he Lord corrected a mistake I have sometimes 
•of late made, in pressing after every- new cove- 
imsbX bleasing, namely, aUowtog« vdiement-desiro 
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.after ivbat I have not yet ateained, to make itie 
overlook what I had, through mercy, obtained ; 
thereby lessening present enjoyment, and en- 
dangering a degree of impatience. My God 
shews me, as be has done formerly, the mosC 
excellent way is, that while pleading in a meek 
and patient spirit, faith must be exercised ; tbe 
heart opened for present reception ; believing the 
Lord is willing now to give, for Christ's sake, 
.what is asked. Attempting this, I quickly foupd 
an increase. Jesus was ready to enter, and did 
pour himself into my heart. In the evening, at 
the prayer-meeting, I found the Lord owning nxe 
much ; blessing me with sweet consciousness of 
bis presence ; which greatly increased, when a 
select few were speaking of his dealings with 
their souls, as Christian prudence directed. Here, 
indeed, he seemed to bow the heavens. and come 
down ; the mountains, as it were, flowed down 
at his presence ; my views of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, were ckarj and impressive, 1 felt 
filled with M'onder and love ; yea, with • what 
mortal language cannot express. Surely it was 
a taste of heaven ; and 1 bless the Father, of 
Mercies it has often been renewed since; or I 
may rajther say continued with me. It was & 
,,meal, in the strength of which, I have made 
many exertions. O my God, grant it may be 
.the beginning of greater things than ever : I pant 
/for a larger sphere of usefulness : I would he 
ever either getting or doipg good : .1 would, but 
thou must give the power. On Wednesday eveu- 
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ing', though in company, I bad a sweet r^wd 
of the blessing, aiming at faithtblness for my 
God, be owned and helped me : but maefa ofiore 
•so oil Thursday noon, when with a few of those 
that lore and enjoy him, and preach the gospel 
of Christ, who were met expecting his pre- 
sencei add of a truth he more than realized 
^ur expectations. What in bis lov^ possessed 
We not ? There seemed a heaven without, and a 
heaven within ; but still the poverty of human 
iauguage lays an embargo on my pen; but 
sweet, inexpressibly sweet, as these wonderfid 
-Tisitatiods are, it is their transforming inftu" 
'imce I chiefly value. Give me Mis, O my God, 
then shall I glorify thee, in the reception of thy 
-favours; here I feol painfully sshort ; pity and 
save. 

— — 26. Since last date, my God baa been 
good in various ways. On Sabbath, found it 
good to wait on him, and profitable to others. 
On Monday evening, in public, the Lord ex* 
eeeded my ex(>ectations, blessed be bis holy 
Name. On Wednesday, from home, he^ helped 
me to great exertion : was assailed with keen 
temptation, but the adversary was rebuked, 
and I was kept in peace* On Thursday, was 
carried thro.ugh much; felt a door, of utterance 
given me, for the benefit of a female disciple 
in high life; desirous ot being all the lio^d 
would have her. Speak, Holy Father, to her 
heart, and let her prove thou didst put '^ Thy 
words in my mouth," according to thy promise ; 
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therefore, Bhejeli tkem. Just^fter, joiaed wttk 
two roioiAtering servants of Christ id prayer* 
firaise, and Christian conversation; and truly, 
it was a Bethel indeed. O the wonderful oon«» 
descension of Jehovah. Was afterwards helped 
•to profitable conversation, with power to confess 
my God before others ; and in the evening, bad 
the privilege of attending a public prayer-meetings 
O Lord, pour a greater spirit of prayer ppon aU 
Ihy people. 

• This week, found my feeUngs harrowed up by 
reading Memoirs illustrating the history of Jaco^ 
liinism, by the Abbe Barrnel. This* work de*. 
.relopes such dreadful hellish tenets, principlea^ 
plots, and practices, as must shock, not only Chris- 
Aians of every denomination, but every person^ — 
Deists f Ariansj Socinians; yea, every creature^ that 
is not wholly under satanic influence, I may say, 
^dkiat bUndneas and hardness of heart. These 
.deluded men, with their horrid devices, go to an- 
nihikte every law, human and divine ; to break 
every social tie; to deny, not only revelaticw, 
.but even .th^ very etxistcnce of Deity; and tp 
jnake every crime, even:the most atrocious, not 
.only innooent, but meritorious ; if it only coci- 
Jtribi^tes to accomplish die ends they hw(^ in view, 
^his IS what ihey term, illummizing the whole 
'Wpdd, by restoring man to original perfection ; 
.a perfection which requires no governments of 
any kind, nor.any property, nor any subordinatioo. 
'How lamentable to think, that these dreadfal 
,pr4nci|)les have taken roul in almoat «vcry part #^f 



l*fc krvown world 5 by the uhabatiog vigMadce of 
their abettors ; who have recourse to every »tra- 
tageta that the devi] c«n suggest, or the wicked 
heart of fallen haan devise, in order to pro- 
mote their universal spread among every class 
of human beings ; from the king on the throne, 
lo the i¥iean<^st subject O blessed God, cfoon-* 
teract the hettish poison, by an equal di^semi^it 
natioi) of the pure truths of the gospel of <fesn» 
Christ. Tbou art above all in power and good« 
ness, O let not our island fall a prey to these 
devot^rers of mankinds We <iesefve it,, but id 
mercy spare. Multitudes of tbem are among va 
in disguise. 

In reading this shocking account, O how 
sweetly nigh did the adorable Saviour draw to 
int] how clearly did he shine on my soul ! it it 
tmpos^siblc to express what I felt in him. I saw a 
gloriotis antidote against all evil ;'-*the HeaHer of 
mankind; — the comfort of his people ;-^and their 
portion throiigh all eternity^ We would rejoice that - 
^11 this is promised, and that vigorous attempts 
are now making for the accomplishment of it. 

August 23. For these dght days past^ niy^ 
%ptrittfal enjic^ment^ have fiot been so gfeat. 
While in the body, our frames will and must varji, 
'iBven from natural eaiises.' He that ma^Ie us 
knowa this. But stiU I have cause to pra»s0.to]r 
<)od^ for many mercies sauce .my last date* ffifi 
'%i4U i« very precious, i feel much aatisfaprfon in 
•'eommilting my ways to him; in asking dire^tiod 
froio bteis t^iixliie^yeSvtxm.taifeel it ta :09f , in 
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vaio to trust in him. Of this I have had a fresh 
proof within these few days. Yesterday, be lolide 
flJA present delightfully sensible of his special 
ppeseuce, while engaged in prayer, praise, &c. 
But I want to get nearer Jehovah, who is the 
centre of my soul , I hope I may say, my God 
and my all, in a low degree : at least, I am kept 
keenly sensible of my short-'Comings, and strongly 
desirous of being aU that grace can make me. 
Have been much detained from the means of 
grace by bodily weakness, and other causes, 
which grieved me. A gracious God is cai*rying 
on bia work remarkably in different places. Lord, 
increase it greatly, and O be more powerfully 
with, and among us. Still, Holy Father, thou 
art doing wonderful things as to public matters. 
O, the height and depth of thy goodness ; it is 
indeed past finding out. But still I tremble, 
lest by our ingratitude we force thee to punish 
lis in one way or another. My heart powerfully 
feels Ihy astonishing mercy to our guilty island^ 
cand I as deeply feel 6ur returns are not what 
they ought to be. Help, Lord, for the glory of thy 
Name ; and pour out thy Spirit upon, us, that a 
visible cliange may take place, upon us as a 
.])eople. 

September 27- Since last date, my intercourse 
With the Son of God and the Saviour of my soul, 
'has been peculiarly near and sweet ; and I trust I 
)nay freely say, 'profitable to myself, and I would 
hope to others. On Lord's-day mornings early 
*in secret at a throne of grace, my Jews j»ai<i. 
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"Whatsoever ye ask in roy name, it shall be done 
unto you." I felt sweetly surprised with.hfe great 
condescension, and wished ranch to impn^HiS^. 
gracious promise for others, as well as ^j^E^ 
Numbers of individuals crowded in upon my 
mind, as if pleading to be remembered, wh!9i*P^^ 
found most willing to do, and bad great liberfjiT* 
ill attempting it ; yea, my heart felt so enlarged' 
¥» the duty, that I wished, had it been possible; 
' to have brought the whole world, and laid them 
down at the Redeemer's feet ; and to have spent 
days and nights in pleading for them, had the 
necessities of the mortal frame permitted. Soon 
after, when ruminating on the wonderful inter- 
view with which I had been favoured, Jesus 
again spoke and said, " Ask what you will, and 
k shall be given." Here astonishment and love 
iSlled my whole soul, while I cried mightily for 
the prosperity of Zion. In the house of God^ 
$oon after, my heart was lifted up to the Hearef 
of prayer, in behalf of all he brought before me: 
Monday and Tuesday, had sweet renewals of the 
promise; yea, the simple recalling of the gra- 
cious words, brought instant comfort, and much 
sweetness, with strong desires to pray without 
ceasing. But quickly, the combined powei's of 
darkness attacked me, which surprised me 
greatly, supposing I had only to ask and receive, 
I cried to the Lord all Wednesday -and Thursday 
mcKnihg, that he would answer for himself, if it 
were Mm that bad spoken ; (for the adversary 
sUly, yea, Wrongly iofiinuated, that it waa no/,) 
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ftod Jcsas again greatly comforted me and Cdn« 
firmed my soul in the sweet belief it was indeed 
himself^ and that he would do as< he bad spoken ; 
but the time when^ he' left with himself, and to 
me it is given to pray and wait. On Thursday^ 
as usual, we were visited with the Divine pre-r 
seace remarkably. Blessed Lord, con>e quickly^ 
and gr^nt me all I have asked for myself a«fd for 
others ; and tet mine eyes see the prosperity of 
thy Zion. 

. December 20. These last eight days, as the 
foraver, have been marked with fresh proofs of 
the lovifig^kindness of him, who is rich in mercy- 
to bis people, by most sweet and sensible visiUi^' 
fftom on Ivigh, in public and in private ; in the 
honfie of prayer, and in my own bubitatioo. 
These a^e exhilarating to the human nnnd, and 
vaise it above all sublunary things. Tbcy open a 
new world realized by faith, wherein dwelleth 
vigJliteousness : a world of angels, and of the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; but above alj^ 
thie Lprd our righteou^iess abiderh ihere ; God 
the Faiiher, Son, &nd Holy Ghost ; and the Chrift^ 
liau is enabled to feel through mercy the powers 
of this world to come. But, p, to get nearer to 
my God ; to my adorable Saviour, while here 
b6k>w« O to get folly possessed of all that \ see i^^ 
poircbased by thefriend of sinners ; bow far- from 
this: speak. Lord, and it shall be done. « One 
word, one touch, yea, mie look from thep^ wiU 
ftceomplish it. O give these bol4 ac/« of faith 
thai li^s foU bold of tl^ oaighty pgwfit, by.wbteb 
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rtrou (iestiroyesl the wot^ss ot satan. PHI ntf 
heart wi«b thy pufe love, and the contintml abode 
of thy Spirit s say, « I will— he it «o." AtAHn, 
L<ord, so let it be. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL 

TO MJSa RITCHIE. 

Mt8» Ritchie'sr letter would Hoif hatne* i*- 
liiftmed so long tmanswered, but that 1 did not 
fed liberty to give up to the inspection of an3r oni*, 
letters in which my worthy friend bad laid open 
bep inmost soul without any reserve. In a recewt 
perusal, I have found them so profitable an htts^ 
^er- mucli prayer, determined me to slend thetn. 
*r beg they may be kept by Miss R. till f dbti^r- 
miwe the mode of their return. I have none '6f 
wj' older date than 1789, and in several' oT them, 
Only^thie darjr.of the month iff mentioned j whioh 
Ifeads me to conclude they will not anstwer the' 
end intended by Miss R — , or the ftiendfr that re- 
quest them. They are indeed vduable, but t6t)' 
particular to be made public ; add so over-riCt^e' 
my poor epistles, that I feel hurt With the idei| of 
tfny^jut myself looking into them • I ha^e made 
tffeW', but very few erasures. If theend intended, 
can be answered by Miss R — 'S perusal'^alWiife*, it* 
would be welL 

I fed my loss; such a praying (Viend afftt* 
lA^pIy experienced Cbt(sttafi,irrtiitly fo'be Oiet^ 

Vol. II. Q 
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with. ' 3ut thanks, eternal thanks to the Fathet 
of Mercies, and God of all consolation^ who 
has taught, and does permit me, cq come to the 
fountain. Of late he has brought n>e nearpr to. 
himself. I hope I may venture to say, my pros- 
pects widen, my experience deepens, I seem to 
sink deeper ijttQ Deity, and more' than ever to 
lose my owr\ will. I find the will of my God so 
^precious, I hardly know how to Ebrm a petition, 
but^ ** Thy will b^ done ;" and he is so indulgent, 
so .tender of me, as no language can express 
better, than the 2d and Sd verses of the xxviith 
chapter of Isaiah. For a considerable time past, 
my fellowship with the Father and the Son, bas 
been Siensibly inqreasing ; and through mercy^ I: 
can also say, so has poverty of spirit. My soul 
lies humble in the dust before Jehovah as a mere 
nothing, Yet^ he gives me clearly to perceive the 
dignity to which he has raised me, by such holy 
nearness to^ and Divine communion with, the 
$acre(} Three. Of late, I have been favoured 
with a more clear, satisfactory, and impressive 
view of the personality of the Holy Spirit, than, 
for some time past. Such a powerful notice on 
my mind of his digiiity, divinity, and equality 
with the, FatUor and the Son, as I cannot express ; 
of his gpod-will to man ; and of the great and 
important part he takes in the salvation of 
siiine^s,- by all his diversified operations : pre* 
paring their mind to receive, and actually apply- 
ii^g every new covenant blessing, so dearly pi|r- 
chtUe^i^y the Lord ^esus^ but freely bestowed^, ' 

*\ • . ■ 
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Upon penitent sinners. These are precious ma-* 
nifestations ^ but I am aware it is not merely en- 
joymenty however exquisite that ascertains their 
value, but their transfwming influence. May my 
God give me to prove this to its greatest extent. 
I hope Mrs. Johnson's manuscripts will appear 
to advantage. I trust they are left in hands able, 
under the Divine influence, to make a judicious, 
selection. Mis^ R — will accept of my thanks for. 
her letter, though the notification was painful.. 
Tiiis I send by post ; the packet will be dispatched; 
this week a3 directed. I hope unity prevails, 
and that the work of God prospers in Bristol. I 
am Miss Ritchie's well-wisher in the- Lord, 

D. Maxwkjlx, 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

IX) MISS RITCHIE. 

December 3, 1799. . 

I feel for dear Miss Ritchie's severe trials, but 
believe it is her privilege to rise above the paiufuL 
dispensation ; and with heartfelt resignation to 
say, ^^ It is the doing of my God, whose will ia 
so precious to me, I cannot choose ;" yet, at the 
sametime, I tenderly feel her loss. Apathy is 
DO friend to religion : but it is iu. the nature of 
9tvinc love to rise superior to whatever would 
ptress it down ; it must be above, it is a noble 
(enerous principle. May this pure lore flow in 
copious streams throiugh our souls, and dail)^ 

Q 2 
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increase. Speaking after the manner of men^ it 
is indeed a severe stroke to the society ; but I 
see it is such an easy matter for the Lord, who 
loves his people, fully and quickly to supply the 
vacancy, that I am not permitted to dwell upon 
it. God is love: what an endearing character ! 
I seem to see and feel, that all things may be ob- 
tained by prayer, which are for the glory of God 
and the real good of those that belong to him, 
whether as individuals, or as a collective body. 
Some weeks ago, Jesus said to me, when at a 
throne of grace, *' Whatsoever you ask in my 
Name, it shall be done unto you.*' These words 
seemed to set fire to my soul : multitudes were 
set before me for which to pray ; and I would 
have grasped the whole world of sinners, and 
brought them to the dear Redeemer. Soon 
after this, when mecjitating upon the wonderful 
condescension of my Lord, in speaking ,thu8 
graciously and familiarly to his dust and ashes^ 
he again drew nigh, and said, ** Yea, ask what 
you will> and it shall be given." I felt lost and 
iwallowed up mtvchder^lovey and praise. No lan- 
guage can express my feelings ; but from the hply 
Aearness to Deity withwliich Miss R. is favourejtf,. 
she cau suppose what they were. 1 endeavoured 
to ipaprpve the great latitude given me, and have 
often wished that the feeble body would have per* 
ttitted my spending nights and days at a! tbrbn« 
ef grace, it .1ms proved a strong stimulus- ta. 
lahq^rand mj; condescendix^ Lbrdibasfglri^ 
iliftid^ ^HRwe^ftkcenmialfl ;ipf the dd^htfotwattf-r 
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festacion, which adds fuel to the fire he has 
kindled. May every end designed by the Friend 
of sinners be answered by it. 

For many months I have been getting nearer 
to Jehovah, O what in my intercourse with 
him possess I not 1 What holy reverential awe ! 
what depths of love ! what glories open to my 
view! Eternity alone can nnfdd the wbnder* 
of his love to me. Assist by your prayers, that 
1 may be found faithful^ fruitful^ and more useful. 

The Edinburgh Society is in a more proYnising 
' state than usual. The class that meets in my 
house is become quite a Penud. Deity is ifo 
present, that all within each heart confesses 
a present God. Had time permitted, I wontd 
have given you a detail of my spiritual enjoy- 
ment/ under the word preached last Lord's-day 
by Mr.Henshaw : suffice it to say, it was not only 
the house of God, but the gate of heaven. Thrde 
of thbse with whom I meet in band, arestrugglivig^ 
to step into the liberty of God's people. Helj) 
them forward. I shall be pleased to hear thatyoiir 
grief is lost in love an(t praise ; and your brother*s 
place well filled up. Please give my Christidte 
remembrance to Mr. and Mrs. Botts* In bast%, 
I remain, with Christian regard, dear Miiis 
Ritchie's friend in Jei»us, D. Maxwell.. . 



Q3 
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Diar^ and Correspondence continued* 



January 3. My wisfaes^ expectatioDft^ am} 
prayers, for a remarkable visitation from my 
. God, have not bepn so fully granted as I hoped 
for; I mean, on the kut day of the former, and 
the Jlrst day of this year. But upon every slight 
survey of the Lord's dealings with me, in the 
course of the preceding year^ I may venture 
to say,, the scale of mercy has almost coutinu* 
ally preponderated ; and I would hope, I may 
also add, I trust I have not lost ground, though 
I have much cause to blush^ that 1 have not^ 
gained more. When I Consider the unwearied 
goodness of my God ; the astonishingly rich 
lind numberless manifestations of Divine love 
with which I have been favoured ; the blessed 
times of nearness to D^ity I have enjoyed ; the 
holy familiarity Jehovah has allowed me with 
himself; the sweet and sensible union I have 
enjoyed with the Lord Jestts Christ ; the clear 
and impressive notice of future events given me 
respecting myself and others ; the precious soul- 
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ftnimating words spoken to me by my adorable 
Lord and. Saviour ; the wonderful effects pro- 
duced by them on my whole frame ; the force 
of them that still remains with me, with the 
sure belief of their full accomplishment; the 
-many exertions and appearances of ray God for 
me when tenfipted, tried, and greatly troubled ; — 
all excite my wonder and grief,' that my progress 
heavenward has. not been more evident. Blessed 
Father* forgive and pity thy poor child, who 
cannot forgive herself; and who, to the present 
moment, pants to be all thou wouldst have her« 
I humbly thank and adore thee for all the rich 
mercies of the past year* May fhe^y while I am 
spared^ increase my power to make suitable 
returns, for Christ's sake. 

Mairch 7. Since the 9th of February, I have 
been confined, but my God mixed mercy with 
the dispensation ; especially, in allowing me an 
^unusual spirit of prayer, even when •confined to 
bed. May he who gave it, answer his Spirit's 
cry ill my heart, nqw^ when he has seen meet to 
raise me up again ; and give me to feel that the 
painful visitation bringcth forth the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness; as a proof I havel, at 
lemst, been aiming at being properly exercised 
during its continuance. What helpless creatures 
are we, without continual aid from on high at all 
times; but particularly when in the furnaqe of 
affliction. Blessed God, make manifest thy mighty 
power in my weakness ; and let me feel, thee ever 
oigb, and thus be solidly happy in thyself. Save, 

Q4 
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O lave mQ, to the latmost. save ; deliver froi|i 
every de$ire tbut 4pe8 npt centre in thy wilL 

May 9. Still my God forsakes not bis neecly 
creature, though unfaithful, end unfruitful: — 
blessed Lord, give a deeper sense of my infinity 
obligations, and greatly increase them. My mortal 
frame has, these eight days, rather impeded the 
lively exercises of the soul, and at times dampe4 
sensibly my vigour of mind j yet, through the 
good hand of my God upon me, I have bad, and 
truly enjoyed> most delightful manifestations of 
Divino lave* On last Monday evening, 1 felt, os^ 
eateritig the bouse of prayer, an universal damp 
overspread my^ soul, I i^piost regretted I ha4 
voim outi tnit ^oon after, my God and Sar 
viour drew nigh, and gave me to enjoy a pleoii* 
iud? of ihe Divine, presence* In the morning of 
that day> while with those who I had reasoi^ 
to fear knew not the Lord, . and admiring tb^ 
bsauties, of nature, in her various productions, 
and her great exertions, the Lord Jesus ia a 
jnooMot mAnifested bia presence and instantly 
arrested all the ^ attention I was paying to the 
work of.bis hands, and fixed it on Mmstflf, Here 
all the Affectionate powers of my soul centred. 
On. Wednesday morning, in secret, at a throne 
of grace, be, also^ felt very nigh, made it a sweet 
time, and seemed to assure me he would be, with 
me, when attempting to call on tbeFatber through 
bitm Sooa aflter, when employed in this deligbtr 
Ad' exercise^, aad singing bis praise, with one.of 
biii ministedi^g: servants, we found it li^BeU^l 



iade^. God tba Ffttlm? and Soti ftrlt intimately 
nigh. Surely \tbat the Lord gives at one time, 
be can give at all times. I. was drawn oat in 
atrong deatre that it might be so, in so for sis 
huoianit}*. would permit. On Thursday, in pub> 
lie, heard a precious discourse from "Ye are 
my witnesses, saith the Lord/' What was said 
entirely agreed with my own experience : it 
was a profitable tinje r but in the evening, I 
|MX)ved a painful reverse, the corruptible body 
pressed down the soul. I could only lie, as a 
blank, in the hand of the Lord ; unable for any 
vigoi'ous exertions^ I looked to Jesus, and en- 
joyed a ^mile. O how precious is he to my soui» 
(n the course of these eight days, I have se^hs 
most plainly, the hand of the Lord made bare for 
me in several temporal concerns ; meeting with- 
difficulties^ I looked lo him for direction * and* 
wisdom ; well knowings that without this I could 
, accomplish nothing, and that the best way to g^t 
help from* the creature y was to apply to tte* 
Creator^ and he literally answered me^ I find 
A9t only in religious^ but also in temporal things^ 
lie'ktndl]^ condescends to my weaknesses, wauts^, 
and ignoratices. For M» reasoh it is> and mUMt 
be> that I am carried through sudi multifarious 
business, m<>st of which is for above niy nat'ur^ 
abilities. I sensibly feel my own iveakness, -aud- 
it is well I do, as it carries me often to u throve 
qf gracey for wisdom and poWer, and as oceii- 
ttod <mlls, 1 ebtain asmallitieasube^ suffibiisat 
i^M^ tim6|^ andrfeel to wtc^I am IbdefbtifA^ 

Q5 
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*He inclinies me to give him all the glory. Happy 
are those whose God is tke Lord, 

August 22. My God has shown great mercy 
since the 15th instant^ many precipus visits from 
on high. Last Friday, when much depressed, 
God the Father and Son drew graciously nigh, 
lifted up the hands that were hanging down, 
and confirmed the feeble knees. Blessed be his 
holy Name. On Saturday^ when meditating on 
Divine things, Jesus broke in upon my soul, and 
gave a stronger testimony, by his Spirit, for 
sauctification, than for a considerable time past. 
On Sunday morning, I longed to go to the house 
. of God ; and when there, felt a strong hungering 
and thirsting for all the new-covenant blessings, 
and expected great things ; of which a good and 
gracious Lord, at the Monday evening prayer- 
meeting, in some good measure made me taste. 
ThO adversarj' greatly withstood my going, but 
wai^ conquered ; and I was richly repaid by a 
profusion (if I may use the term,) of the Divine 
presence; deep, intimate fellowship with the 
. Father and Son ; which has continued with me 
in a measure to the present moment. How deep 
my obligations to redeeming love I Lord, carry 
; on thy work in my soul, and fill me with holy, 
bumble love. O make me more faithful, more 
fruitful, and more insensible to the trials of life. 
On Wednesday, in the prospect of being from 
home, and with those that perhaps know little of 
experimental religion, I cried to the Lord, to 
help me to lie watrfiful, solemn, serious. I feared 
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^griiviiag; in any degree,, my grftcions God, imd 
'felt very pooiiy in body and Spirit 5 and 0, hpw 
literally was I heard and assisted, so ad to call 
forth gratitnde and love. Oh Thursday, was un- 
expectedly tried in different ways, and especially 
by the want of the precious meeting of this day : 
>but my God and Saviour was nigh, and thi^ 
.niornidg be has given me cause to prMse him on 
my own account; and also on that of others. 
Notwithstanding all this good|i6ss, yet >" still 
heavy is my heart — still sink oiy spirits down." 
Lord, I coitimit all my griefs and cares tp thee ;•*-• 
raise me above them, jr-rlet not the corruptible 
body press down the rmmortal squL 

November 28. Since the tenth of Ocfcobiei;, 
I have, by the appointment of him whose, tender* 
mercies are oVer all his works, suffered much in 
body, from a long disorder ; with all its coneomir 
tants — weakness of nerves and spirits, -flfitness of' 
mind, &c. to which has been added, variousrpain^ 
ful exercises ; yet mixed with many mercies, fop 
which I would be grateful. ' 
> December 5. Still my God* continiiesv.io a 
measure, to heal both soul and t>ody, though 
slowly. He gives me sweetly to see his hand in 
many things daily, thOpg^ not so much in th^ 
way of strong joy : yet, I feel my God is v^nth 
ine, ordering all things for me — levelling mouiv: 
tains — making' rough places plain^ — disappointing^ 
niy fears often;*^frequetM:ly granting my desiresj 
and giving more power and oomfort in prayer \ 
still' I feel weak, a^ helplqss infancy.' Lor4k 
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'Mprmetotnwliiioreiatlree* YvABs^fo^tteiioad 
preaiMed me thftl I Aboald not . be^onrefnl . in: the 
year ef dtoogbt or senrdfy. l%Bt pEomtse faftsy of 
krte^ often passed through my tmnd witha sweet 
ponsciousnese tbaC he is, in these daya of great 
scarcity^ preserving' m^ from anxiety and. siiifnl 
i^refalness. He aka is giving me clearly to :afie, 
'that he is doing as be promised many moDthaago^ 
(iAien ft UttleembarrBssed as to peeasiary matters, 
'befng disappointed wliere I. expected asatstance) 
that' he himself would- undertaice my* cause aaad 
telpme ; andof a troth be bast done.it. I desins 
atsoj with gratitude and humiliftyy toi* record 
another proof of his goednesa^ yeaiwo, respertiiig 
-the great tempsml conoern he. hatli. committed 
le^me. 

^ Bf the good hand of^ n^iGed upon 

me i am broagbt to the end of another eight 
^ySi I have 'reason' lo» blttsa the Lord « tbat^aia 
i«f»a]4(ftbly' distressing event baa taken pUcr in 
my 'family,' oc pernoBj or cennexieQs. My bealdk 
is rather better, and my desires after Qod. asid 
AiS'fultesii'salv«tidnar& increasing* Yesterdays in 
our meeting, f enjoyed » siveet sense o£ theDLviae 
preftence^ so-as to solemnizetaad' tranqmlliiBeTmjf 
fxtind '; I wa9 fevoored .with an ' unexpected, . im^ 
pressrve view of the Saered Trinity ;«--^ound' ail 
mthm confessing a^ )M*esent I^eity* Every thought^ 
■iP'the time, waabpought into > willing: &ttbjeftf 
Itonv Intho: evenings endfa«xonriog jto; tnmtrin 
fhfeLoad^ in tti» proapeot^ frfoa^^tnal,. LwnssMl 
.AmppoinlMly' tel^'^Mifi^ielpedDtw ma absM ite 

1 



^4M9eilW6« Bvermore^ O God; may it be so^ mi^t 
Tesj^Qot ta every persoHj plaee^ and tbiog ; and 
be tbaii/all in all ta me. In secret^ in social, and 
«ia fasmily prayer, have found it gpod^ sinee last 
daite, tu draw nigh to God ; but still, have not 
'Obtain^ all I as.ked^ with respect to ending ibiji 
year and beginning the next. Perhaps my God 
will come and leave a blessing ; but he has givee 
me, io nxercy^ unexpected opportunities of assist^ 
i»g the poor, and also most unexpected assist- 
:aAee a3 to- pecuniary matters. Q chac it might 
iie. as>^tbe widow's barrel of meal and cruse of 
oil* 1 find much cause to grieve that I move so 
^towly in the good way, and do not improvcj as I 
ought, all my advantages. Help, Lord, for th^ 
gtory of thy Name ; and come quickly, and gran^ 

USTTERXC. 



TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 
lUV'Sia, February^ 1800. 

I heani with regret, some little time ago, of 
ydiir'4ndispae»itioH ; and now take an op{)ortUT 
futy o£ expressfing, with much sincerity, my 
ClMristiaa sympathy. This sickness, I hope, is 
not unto dealh, but for the glory of God> to whose 
causei for many years, you have devoted, and not 
in y9mi your time, strength, and talents. A rich 
pawa^d^ not of debt but of grace, awaits ye^ 
fiotil it i» ffis wiUf who cannot err, I hoperantf 
pray it will be at a much later .period that> .b^ 
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shall dismiss yoa from your snccessfol and bftppy 
toil. I am led to pray thus, for the sake of hts 
people ; many of whom you have been the 
honoured instrument, not only of leading to the 
-knowledge of salvation by the remission of sin ; 
but likewise, of directing into the clear view and 
liapjyy possession of that perfect love, which ex- 
cludes all tormenting fear. 

' Having thus fed many, I trust you feel now, 
while in a state of weakness, your own soul richly 
replenished with copious streams of pure love, and 
are sinking dee|>er and deeper into Deity : — that 
*you are ripening apace for the granary above; 
that heavenly country, where the inhabitants say 
not, they are sick ; where faith hs lost in sight, 
«nd hope in full fruition. Hail, auspicious day I 
Till then, may our gracious God give us sweet 
foretastes of that perfect and eternal bliss. 

My God lays me, though unworthy, under deep^ 
obligations, by his tender, bountiful dealings with 
my soul. I remember, with gratitude, the solid 
ad\^antage I reaped from repeated conversations, 
with you, a good many years ago^ upon the 
delightful subject of perfect love, I was then in 
'the ardent pursuit of it, though far from being fully 
instructed respecting its nature; Your views en- 
•^irely coincided with mine ; and by your valuable 
betters afterguards, these views were made'more 
impressive ; and, through the tender mercy of 
<my God, I was enabled soon after to testify, from 
hiifpy experience, Ibe sovereign ef&c«cy of the 
t^lood of Jesus. 
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Since then, I have much cause to praise^bim. 
He has considerably deepened my experience, and 
greatly extended my prospects, though yet I am 
very far short of the Christian standard. At times 
I am so let into Jehovah ; permitted so to sink 
into Deity, as Lean by no words express. My 
enjoyment is exquisite ; but altvays guarded by a 
sacred awe. li is, indeed, a heaven of pure love, 
that lays the creature low, while yet every power of 
the soul seems expanded, and the whole heart en* 
larged, with keen desire, to grasp the INFINITE. 
Lately, I have been unusually indulged with 
clear, impressive views of the whole Godhead — • 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. My perception of 
a Trinity of Persons, in the unity of essence, is so 
unclouded, as mortal language would in vain 
attempt to Express. * This great mystery, I have 
often thought, is not a proper subject for dispu- 
tation. The line of human reason is by far too 
^ghort to sound its depth. How infinitely indebted, 
then, are we to a gracious God, who gives Ws 
people such a clear view, and ^rm and cordial 
belief of the actual existence^ of these THREE 
SACRED PERSONS, in the one undivided GOD- 
HEAD. Though we cannot define the mode of 
this existence f yet we are sweetly and deeply con- 
scious of the diflFerent characters and offices which 
they sustain in the salvation of man. "They 
sweetly all agree to save a world of sinners lost." 
:This we know, and also exjyerience. 

To my apprehension, my fellowship is some* 
«times with the Father a/one; at others, with the 
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Sdo, and not seldom^ with Ftther^ Sob> and 
Spirit. How great the mystery of godliiiess ! O 
that I may be enabled fully to improve to the 
utoi09t this wonderful interconrse with Deity^, 
aware that it 19 no further useful, tba^ as it proves 
of an assimilating nature. 

It will give me real satisfaction to bear, that 
Mr. M. is gaining ground of bis complaints, 
either by bis own or a borrowed pen. With 
Christian wishes for his recovery, and farther use- 
fulnei^s in the church of Christ, I remain ins 
stUK^cfe well*wisher in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

D. Maxwsjli:... 



LBrTTER XCI. 

TO MISS RITCHIE. 

July 3, 1800. 

I am sorry, to see by Miss Ritchie's kind letter^ 
that I neglected to give any directions about the 
papers in her hands. Mr. Henshaw, who pro* 
poses-going to Conference, is the bearer of tbisj^. 
and is so good as to say, he will bring them to 
Scotland when he returns. I am pleased to see,, 
that that arm which is full of power,, has raised 
you above the painful pressure caused by your 
brother's removal. Surely our God delighteth4n 
4he happiness of his children. ^^ God is love/' 
How deeply have I proved this, since my last to 
Miss R. My soul hath been fed as with marfow^ 
and iatoess. Brought sensibly nearer to J^haval^ 
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I liave bad more of his fulness poured into iQf 
soul ; such deep iDtimate fellowship with hits^ 
as ao language can express : yet uo rapturoun 
joy. My experience never runs in this channel. 
It is all (though exquisite cuijoyment) a soteoili 
fiacred awe, that, as it were, arrests*all the powen 
of the mind, and keeps them as still as the grate 
before Jehovah ; it fills the soul wich a holy, r^ 
ligious recollection, self-possession, strong ix^ 
ward attraction, and silcjnce. The personality of 
the Sacred Three continues clear, to my mindly 
as the noon-day: views of the whole Ood-head 
becomie more, frequent, and more impressive j*^ 
Jesus condescends to talk with me ; telling m% 
that '^ whatever I ask in his Name, it shall be 
done for me." He gives many powerful renewals 
of the life, and power, and comfort^ that attended 
these precious words when he first spake thetti 
to my wondering soul. Many weeks after that 
memorable occasion, when I had no immediate 
expectation of hearing the voice of my heavenly 
Shepherd, though at the time I was earnestly re* 
questing a promise respecting an affair I had much 
at heart, he broke in with sweet surprise, and said, 
'^ If I have said, ask what you will, and it shall be 
done, what need of a promise ?'' Much prayer, 
since then, has ascended for the cfaEordi of CbrisI, 
and many, yea numberless individuals 5 and 1 
must conclude, that whatever has been asked 
agreeably to his will shall be granted. All this 
goodness of the Lord has not prevented^ but nrtiher 
pisDvaked the malice of the adverse powers^ wbp 
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liave done nl! they were permitted, to hara^ me ; 
•but the Name of the Lord is, 1 prove, a stropg 
tower, to which i fly, and they dare not enter. 

I am pleased to bear, that there has beeu a 
•little revival of the work at Otley. We go on 
well here, upon the wliolc. The presence of 
the Lord prevails sensibly in theprayer^meetings, 
-which are numerous ; and he bears testimony to 
-his word preacbed, and also to the dispensa^on 
of the sacrament of the supper ; but still more 
remarkably does he appear in our little class here^ 
and in the select band. I am, at present, obliged, 
nfter repeated^ interruptions, to conclude. With 
good wishes for still greater prosperity to your 
•ou],aDd success in all your labours of love; that 
:the Name of our God may be glorified from the 
rising to the setting sun, is the prayer of, dear 
iMiss Ritchie's fellow-traveller to Zion, 

D. Maxwbxl* 
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.Lad^ M — *« ejiperience.aituins a gneaier uni/ormit^f-'-^ 
j Diary continued* 



'• We now enter upon the last ten years of Lady 
^Maxwell's life. She continued, nearly to* the 
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tfndy to write in her Diary as frequently, and a$ 
largely, as before; nor, till within a few'weeki 
of her discontinuing to write, does there appear 
any failui-e, either in her diction, or in the 
eligibility of her hand. But, these years present 
*tuch a pleasing uniformity of experience, as to 
render it unnecessary to multiply extracts. In 
the few which have been selected, the editor 
has endeavoured, as much as possible, to seizd 
every variation of feeling, of exercise^ or enjoys 
meut, as recorded by her Ladyship. It will be 
seen, that she had eminently -attained establish* 
meiit in grace — that she was rooted, grounded, 
and settled in love } and happily found the work 
of righteousness to be peace, and the efiect of 
righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. 
In the course of these ten years, she frequently 
suffered from bodily indisposition ; but '^ patience 
bad its perfect work," and as her " outw&rd 
man decayed, her inward man was renewed day 
by day." The nearer she approached the heavenly 
world, she endeavoured to become more and 
more '^ meet, for the inheritance among the saints 
in light," and was ever found waiting and watch* 
ing for the coming of her Lord. Her love to God ; 
her zeal for his cause ; her compassion for souls ; 
her efforts to serve the best interests of society ; 
remained not only unabated, but^ under the 
solemn impressions of a coming eternity,, appear 
to have gradually acquired new energies, until 
her dismission was signed, and she called to take 
possession of an eternal reward. To the end of 
her pilgrimage she acknowledged herself an un*- 
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profitable servant — an lufioite debtor to frce/un^ 
merited grace : and her sole trust for final accep- 
tance^ and her only hope of eternal salvatioo, 
were founded on .the atoning blood; and all pre* 
valent intercesaion of Jesus Christ His amazing 
condescension and love— his suitableness and 
aH'Sufficieocy-^tbe freeuess and fulness of hia 
grace, bad for years beei^ the delightful tbeaies 
of her praise ; and when she dropt niortality> it 
M^as to unite with the glorified .spirits, in the 
eternal anthem, ^' Unto him ;that loved us, and 
vi^hed us from our sins in bis bloody and hatk 
made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father ; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
imd ever." '» ' 

JamiaiyvS*. I bless the Father of Mercies, niy 
comforts have rather increased since last date. 
Had, on last Lord's-day, the great privilege of 
entering the house of my God, and was enabled 
to attend without any uneasiness, either from the 
body, or the adversary of souls. My God is good ; 
be often, bears and answers my feeble petitions,^ 
c^ered up in his Son's name, though not always 
in faith* I had iio particular blessing on the last 
day of the year, not being able to wrestle for it 
as uaual till past twelve o'clock at night. But, 
in the mornit^, during secret jirayer, my Jesua 
^tew very nigh, and I was comforted ; yea. 
Father, Son, and Spirit, felt with roe; and I 
endeavoured to improve the precious, visit from 
on high. In our little meeting, 1 most siensibly 
enjoyed a plenitude of the presence of the Sacred 
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Trinity. It was a most remarkable time ; all 
present Gslt the presence of Deity. 1 1 alyode with; 
me all the evening, though the enemy did all he 
could to prevent it; and this day, I still fi^ a. 
measure of it, though not with so much joy. 

April 24. Unspeakably great ha^ been the 
inteiposition of the Most High in behalf of Great 
Britain, according to gazetted accounts since 
last date. Lord, how wonderful is thy mercy to. 
euc guilty lands 1 Thou bast, in the most oviticjfil 
moment, removed ')>y. death another Potentate,, 
perfectly hostile to J.he interests of Great Britain, 
and by this stroke weakened the strength of those 
powers, leagued with hiii^, and determined upon, 
our destruction. Now, their purposes are broken 
djf, thanks to a God of mercy. Wheh/t) Lord, 
we add to this extraordinary ex;ei:tion of thy 
goodness, the happy conseqacnces of it, which' 
arc incalculable ; also, the gr^at naval victory thou- 
hast given us, for it .is thy doing, over another 
Northern kingdom, whereby they are brought 
low, and their designs defeated ; what can we 
aay, but that,,as a people, we are utterly Unworthyl 
of all this kindness which Thou hast made to. 
pass before us. O, Father of Mercies, sanctify k 
to us, and by thy grace deliver us as a people^ 
from our sins I Turn u& to thyself, by repentance- 
and faith, that iniquity be not our ruin. I>ispos^ 
all* ranks among us to give ^e the glory of all- 
that hfis been done for us at this time. Aaan- 
individual) my^ heart teek gratefol to the Lerd^ 
and earnestly desirous it may be so, and that 
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multitpdes may be converted by inercies, that 
threatened judgements have not reclaimed. 

August 21. Ganlener's'HalL Since the 7th 
ttistaut^ have been in heaviness through manifold 
temptations. While in Edinburgh, my God gave 
me many precious times in private and public^ 
and helped me through many unusual exertions. 
My spiritual en)o$Muits> sin^e I came here, have 
greatly diminished, and fresh trials have occurred. 
I prove it a painful contrast. But shall 1 always 
receive good at the hand of the Lord, and never 
aecevil? Vain expectation. The latter, by his 
blessing, is often mercy in disguise. God is rich 
in goodness to his people ; and when, at any 
time, he afflicts, it is in very faithfulness. But 
he khows^ >vhen I prove him even at a partial 
distance, all nature wears a gloom : I can enjoy 
nothing. Come near, then. Holy Gdd and true, 
and ever keep me near to thyself. O Jesus, 
where thou art is heaven, and no where else I 
Take full possession of me. O what goodness 
has the Lord made to pass before mc for many 
years past ! But especially of late years he has 
greatly disclosed- to me the deep things of Deity, 
and given me a holy intimacy with unseen objects. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He has wrought out 
numberless deliverances for me';„gylba, performed 
all things for me ; often exceedjftf^ toy expecta*- 
tions, though enlarged. O that I could add, I 
have profited in proportion ! have grown up into 
Christ Day living Head in all things. I blush to 
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tbiiik how poor my progress. Speak, O my GkxJ/ 
and it shall be so no more. 

September 11. Still the Lord condescends to 
bless with a measure of health, and has, in niack 
mercy, fully and fmaily delivered me. from a 
IH-otracted and teazing business, that has long 
tried. me. It is his own doing, and to him be* 
all the glory. In the course of a kind Providence,: 
and under, I trust. Divine direction, I have been 
from home, for a. short time, for health ; after 
precious promises given for a blessing by theT 
way,, and my God preserved and brought home 
in peace, after some feeble attempts to do good 
on the road. . Oa the day I came home I enjoyed 
a precious season, from the gracious presence .of 
Deity, while conversing witfra minister, which has» 
continued, and has been repeated! especially on 
last Lord's-dfty morning in public, when, after 
much prayer and painful temptation, my God and 
Saviour felt wonderfully nigh, and my soul wa» 
filled with love Divine, and holy sacred awe, which- 
continued for some time. On Monday evening,' 
in my way to the prayer-meeting, my Jesus met- 
me, and sweetly shed abroad his love in my heart ;• 
and in the chapel, the gracious presence of Father 
and Son abounded. I felt surrounded with Deity $♦ 
filled, with lo^€i^^nd wonder; permitted with 
favoured John^,jijf||^,^v^ere, to lean by faith on the 
dear Redeemer's breast. 0, adorable je^ns, how 
astonishing thy goodness and conde^eenaion t^ 
thy people I O that, I migbi prove more of th«< 
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unctifyicg io&u^nce^ of tbcue Jb4eil66ct OQosiattni- 

cations! . .,; ^\ • j : * ' 

Dleceaibfer 25. Still the ^ale^ of ^^ey j^- 
ponctemtcs in my soul. Ou Sabbyatb^^t^.tn the 
motmng, in pablic^ on entering the h^p^ /^Qod 
I fell the heavenly attraction stroi^g^ az^^ jiweH, 
especially in praise and prayer^ under adis^^gise 
fyam the fourth verse of the third Q^ap^gf of 
BpWsianSj-r-" When Christ shall appeair^J' ?§tq. | 
felt niQch engaged in prayer for bot|i speaker and 
hearers, and my God heard and cQmfoi:tec^ me by 
eoininumon with himself and his dear Son/ aod 
bystreet, impressive views, of what was Included 
iti.bavibg Je&tis as the life of the soul, ^nd w^eiY 
(she fiure^marks of true love to Christ were.giveih, 
Ught from^on high shone so clearly that I.coulrf 
easily read ttese characters within. Lord, make 
them much *^ more conspicuous! On Thursday ,- 
it vRasa precious season : Deity drQiff* very near — 
my perceptionf^*of the Sacred Three was; very 
dear-^and my ioel big with expectation of see- 
ipg greater thing^. Just after, enjoyed deljght- 
fiil conversation on the d^p things of God. Lord, 
bolp itic to press on ! 'I^e increase of commn- 
men, bestowed on Lord's-day, still remains, antf 
tpy n»nd f^els staid on God. Blessed Loi*d, what 
shall l«ay? Thou art good beyifetfijxpression ; 
yeib fer beyond conception: ' ^<^"*^ .^' ^ ^ 

%Mait)h 42, l«02i How diffictilt to \^ib or 
gpetfk •Ujpdii' the deep things of God. ' Since :lh<r 
iBAkifBtMilV the- goodness of my^God has be«tr 
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greats beyond my pen to describe. On last Eridny 
I felt tnily in the Spirit ; the heavenly atfraetion 
was strong. On Saturday^ minbtering |o the 
Lord*« poor was my happy employment.^ On 
Sabbath^ with pecnliar desire^ I ,went to the beose 
of prayer. Daring a discourse from the latter 
claose of the 13th verse of the first chapter of 
Ephesians^ *' In whom also^ a&er that ye^ be- 
lieved ye were sealed with the Holy Spint of 
promise^*' I fdt mndi engaged with my God for 
a particular blessing, not for myself ouly» bat for 
the speaker and bearers also, and he conde- 
scended to be easily entreated^ and did literally 
answer. I had infinite cause to praise lum. The 
^cred Three drew very nigh ; but moij&especiaUy 
my fellowship was with God the S^drifi more than 
ever formerly^ O how much of the^power of that 
Divine Ag^t did I feel I His energies wei^ 
strong and very peculiar. I ^looked up^ and 
asked to know what he . wa^v^bestowing^ acnd 
seemed to be answered, that he was setting me 
as the peculiar property of Jehovah. I was so 
deeply engaged with the Holy Spirit, so intensely 
desirous to attend to his wondeifid operations 
' upon my mind^ that every power and fecolty felt 
upon the stretch* O my God^ make me feithful 
to the many favours bestowed ! 

July 2. The tender mercies of my God havie 
neither been few nor small since last date. The 
cry of my beM has daily and hourly been to him 
for titore grace — for all grace. The enemy has 
opposed, and tried ;^hfB^t God is above men and 
Vol. II. R 
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devils. How great the power of prayer ! How 
delightful to proi'e Mm the hearer. of it ! .1 Ai?y, 
tinto himi and he^ in much tpercy, ap.sw^r^i^^ 
both as to temporal and spiritual mercies. .1 
have been favoured with many sweet. pcooX* of 
tbis^ this last week. How great my obligations ! 
I do. feel them. He carries. mo. through every 
difficulty* When persons, places, or.thiflg^, are 
necessary, he condescends to p^oviAle them ^w;Jien 
providential dispensations are rich, ^nd pleasing, 
he prevents me from taking too n^ujQh. qo^pl^* 
cency in them. 1 can truly say,, that the greatest 
satisfaction 1 feel in them is, their bearing so.evi- 
dcntLy the Divine signature. A$ I. advance in tiije 
good way, my God increases my light, wnc^^os my 
prospects, and xralls me to come , MP h^ber. — 
Through mercy I do get sweetly ijear to him by 
the Lord Jesus, the onli/ vfoy ; and I flej&ire no 
other ^ I prove him very precious. .1 dw.eli under 
the covert of this Rock, and api sc^iht^. Q to 
drink deeper into his Spirit ! 

October. 29. Though confined almost cqa- 

atantly since last date, the ninth inst* it. has. yet 

been a season wherein I have had much ea^ise 

for praise, unoeasing praise. O how hjiSitl^c .^qalc 

of Divine love preponderated ! While afflicted in 

body; how has my God compasi^d m^ aj^ouf with 

his gmcioua presence, and pre<»*ipi;Ls pfoi^ises ; 

not only for natural life, but 4!^ that ^my aq^I 

shottid. (HTOsper; that my bociily coo^pl§ifit6 

shoold be over-ruled for bis ffloryj au^ J sparqi^ 

tobeAn oroatnenttoiiis ehi^ish* Amen* XfOi-4, 
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airthiiigs are' possible to thee., O bless me witlif 
that degree of faith that smiles at impossibilitie^y 
and says^i it shall be done. For some tveeka 
past, I have felt as if come, by faith, to the 
general assembly and church of the first-born,* 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect. O 
to be able to praise my God as I wish : I would 
my every breath was prayer and praise. Speak, 
Holy Father, and it shall be so. Yesterday, in 
conversation with a Christian friend or two, the 
Divine presence so filled the place, and also my 
soul, as is impossible to express. I adore the 
great meritorious Cause of these great privileges. 

Lamb of God, what hast thou done fbr sinners ! 
Eternity alone can develope the great n^tery of 
thy inexpressible love. While in the body, how 
little are we capable of receiving. 

December 17* Since the 8th instant, my spi* 
ritual enjoyments have rather increased^ as have 
also my bodily strcifgth and spirits. During this 
tediotks illness, I have been kept dreading too great 
attention to the body ; and have felt grateful, lor 
some days past, to feel that I am gradually rising, 
by returning health, above these paltry concerns. 

1 would always live in a spirit of sacrifice. Still 
confined from t^'bonse of God, I feel my loss, 
and look forwilird "with comfort to the enjoyment 
of that privil^e. Of late have foond secret 
prayer, and searching the Scriptures, sources 
of increasing comfort. Yesterday,* the Lord was 
sweetly present with me in the momkigv and 
greatly comforted i^e through the chaanel of fais 

R2 
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wordj aod also while jmning a few Christian 
CrieDd4 in prayer^ praise, and Christian confer- 
ence. Afterward) in company with a larger circle, 
with gratitude I would acknowledge the good* 
ness of the Lord, in givin|; a greater power to 
speak of the deep things of God timn I expected, 
conaidering my present weakness. O thiit I might 
love him more* Speak> liord, and it shall be so: 
kindle a stronger flame of IMvine love than ever 
in my heart : ever keep it alive. 

February 25, 1803. On taking up my pen,- at 
this lime, to make mention of the goodness of 
my God, I feel my heart going out After him, 
and all that degree of his fulness that the feeble 
powers c^ humanity can admit. O Lord, what 
is man that thou hast been so mindfvd of him ; 
made such ample, yess, superabounding provi- 
sion for his eternal welfare; and while in this 
vale, of teurs, does so graciously and so frequently 
give him to cbrink of the brook by the way; 
whereby his head is lifted up, and a song of 
praise put in his mouth ? Thou dost, blessed 
Lord, greatly magnify the riches of thy grace in 
thy dealings with thy people : O for a heart to 
prabe thee : O let my every word, thought, act, 
be praise* Detained last LordVday from his 
house, which I felt a keen trial, but I was favoured 
with the most delightful meditatioiis upon, and 
eojogrment by faith of futureglory. It is Impos- 
sible to express the dear and powerfully impres- 
m^ yievrs I had, of the Father and the Son, 
seated ou the throne of glory ; but I look for 

1 
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far greater things, as it repects conformity to 
the Divine Inaage. This my soul thirsteth for 
with vehement desire. Condescend^ HolyFather, 
to folfil the^e desires ; surely they are implanted 
by thy Spirit. Enjoyed repeated opportunities, 
these daysr past, of endeavouring to do good to 
saints and sinners. Lord, thou canst bless the 
most inadequate means, and thereby render thern 
effectual. On Thursday, felt rather cast down, 
from various natural causes ; I cried unto the 
Lord,* who in tender compassion gave ear unto 
my supplications, and dealt most bountifully 
with me, and those present. He made it a time 
of great refreshing, by a plenitude of the Divine 
presence. My whole soul felt deeply solemnized, 
the vale of the temple seemed to be rent, and 
access given to enter into the holy of holies. I 
feel truly unworthy of all his goodness. Blessed 
Jesus, it is bestowed for thy sake ; make and 
keep me humble. I feel, I bless God, I deeply 
feel. my poverty j mercies bestowed do not make 
me high-minded. The higher I am raised by 
these frequent and precious manifestations, the 
deeper I seem to sink : may it ever be so. 

May 27. The increase of nearness to, and com- 
nninion with Deity, with which I was favoured, 
on Monday the 23d, through the goodness of my 
God, still continues, though the adversaiy has 
made various attempts to rob me of it. Yet, I 
am constrained to follow on ; I cannot ve^t in 
what is already bestowed. My views grow more 
extensive of the privileged of Christiansji of that 
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holy familiarity with Deity, Christ has purchased 
for them ; of those superior degrees of confor- 
mity to the Divine Image those may expect, who 
through grace are determined to be all for God ; 
to seek and find their all in him. My feeble pen 
cannot describe all I see by faith on this subject; 
I also sweetly taste of it. O that both may con- 
tinue and increase. 

September 23. The Lord God OmnipotefU 
reigneth. Here is a solid source of co^)a<dat|on, 
fimidst all these shakings of t^e nations, these vio- 
lent attempts for the subversion of all order and 
good government ; these subtle, various, «i»d sa- 
tanical endeavours to destroy the bdii^f of the 
truth as it is in Jesns ; yea, to ui^deify the great 
Author of Hfe and salvation ; and therc^^y, if 
possible, to rob the Christian of his well-grounded 
hope of eternal happiness. How vain. all these 
feeble attempts. " He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision ; 
He shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash 
them in pieces like a potter's Vessel/' The 
• foundation Jehovah hath laid for the hope of bis 
people, standeth sure : the gates of hell sb^ll n^ver 
prevail against it. Lord, open the eyes of de- 
luded sinners, before their feet stumble ^pon the 
dark mountains ; and O may I praise thee tiow^ 
and through all eternity ^ that thou bast ap^ned 
mine^ not only iosee my danger, but to e^cajke it ; 
and also allowed me such delightful cofi^muniou 
and fellowship with the Father and the Son, and 
still keeps me pressing on. Lordj quicken my 
pace. 
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D^ary continued* 



Jraaary 27. Still the monument of sparing^ 
mefcy, and dtillnxuch cause given me to say, 
** Bless the Lord, O toy soul/' for past and pre- 
sent favours. How grateful ought I to be. Last 
Lord*s-day morning, in secret, I was led to plead 
for much of the Divine presence^ In my way to 
the houise of God, I looked up for the answer of 
prayer, and not in vain. The Sacred Three drew 
divinely near ; and stiH nearer, when singing the 
praiises of my^God* In public, I seertied to get 
in spirit above all created good ; my soul soared 
beyond the skies* The subject under discussion 
afforded much pi*ofit and delight : the Lord shone 
gloriously upon my soul, and my spiritual en- 
joyment was exquisite. I proved my union with 
the Lord Jesus inexpressibly intimate and close ; 
whiW ftiy views of the Father and the Holy Spirit 
Were as clear, to the eye of faith, as the sun in 
hi^ meridian brightness ; and, at the same time, 
ifiost impressive : this continued for some days. 

May 26. I have been confined to the bouse 
\t*ith a severe cold; but had much cause to bless 
tlie Father of Mercies that he gave me health ta 
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attend at the annual examination of my week- 
day school. I bad the satisfaction of dismissing 
a goodly number of scholars well taught, and of 
putting into the hand oieaeh that sacred Volume, 
which, with the blessing of the Lord, is able to 
make them wise to salvation. O God, seal the 
truth it contains uiM>n each of their hearts ; and, 

give thy peculiar countenance to those now 
received to supply their place. Without tldsy all 
my attempts to profit ny fellow-^m^eatures, 
whether oid or youngs will prove ineffectual. 
Encouf 9^ by tl^ feithful word of promise^ that 

1 shall turn maoy to righteousnesd, however un- 
likely, speaking after the manner of men, I desire 
to be found coutinually ocoupted in whatever 
has either a more imntediate or remote tendency 
to effect this great purpose. Though prevented 
the use of the public means of grace this week^ 
yet my God has been gracious ; he has been ever 
with me. Yesterday^ he was unspeakably good 
during our little meeting* Some time before it^ 
whea looking up: co him for his presence, a most 
solemn aense of eternal things rested upon my 
nlind; much sacred awe filkd my breast ; and 
when engaged, he gave me liberty to speak of 
the deep things of God, as felt in my own soul, 
and I trust under an unction from on high. How 
great my obligations ! How poor my returns ! 

Sq>tember28. I have reason to think, that 
the work of grace in my soul is going forward. 
My Intercourse with Deity increases : ray God 
deals most tenderly and liberally with me« May 
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I to die %itino8t improve trisoondescettdioggood- 
oess. He tuiSj in a sensiUe manner^ -heard my 
prayer^ piDt up on die ^d Instant. I do feel more 
independetd of the creature ; of couise, I rely 
more on the Creator, and not in yaio. Lord^ I 
would, niofse ctosely and humWy than ever, walk 
with thee* Increase my power. Have had several 
sweet seasons since last date. Yesterday, espe- 
cially^ my keart felt lifted up, when speaking of 
the lUngs of Ood. I was deeply impressed with 
a sense of his astonishifig lov€, in the redemption 
of sinners:; and€«\joyed lufiQsual liberty of. speech, 
when dweUing on the pleasing, the delightfal 
Uieme. 3ut» O, how-little of that vast plan can 
our lidftited powers take in ; *even «ngels them- 
selves, these bright inteUigences, far superior to 
man, are represented as desiring to look into, 
and deeply to consider this stupendous mystery. 
Surely Jehovah himself alone knows the height 
and depth of it. 

October 19. The God of all graee and conso- 
lation still remembers his unworthy creature 
f<^gOQd. On LordVday moraing, in public^ 
I did not wait u^ a my God in vain . On Monday^ 
all day> I enjc^ed a plenitude of the gracious 
presence of the Trinity. What clear notice of 
the troth of this mysterious doctrine does the 
Lord impress upon my mhid I What comforts 
flow from it ! Yet^ I seldom make it a subject 
of discussion, though I firmly bdteve it. My 
limited powet8 may not be able to coneeitc how 
TbMe Pevsons ca» exist in oti^ntemerjco/ essence ^ 
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nor am I called to it : God hath $aid ii, .and that 
is eoougb. The delix)>tfai fellowship I eojjoy, 
with each of these Sacred Persons^ brings with < it > 
a deeper and more experimental convictioii of 
the truth of the doctrine^ than ten thousmid OMMSt 
conclusive arguments cot^d ever effect. 

December 28. For these days past» I have 
been asking of my God to grant m^ a tokenfor 
goodj before the expiration of this year ; and of a 
truths be has heard and answered my reque^t^ 
oftener than once. More especially^ on Tuesday 
morning, in public^ when singing his praises 
before sermon^ Jehovah not only drew nigh in 
all the grandeur of Deity, but bis glory seemed 
to fill the place. No language can express what 
1 felty or how I felt. I have had niany solemn 
manifestations of the kind^ but this exceeded 
them all : wonder, and love, pervaded my whole 
soul, while I sunk into nothing before the great 
I Am. O that great and good ends may be 
"answered by it^ , . 

February 9,. 1805. Through the tender mercy 
of my God, I have been enabled to make many 
exertions in the path of d^ty» in the course of 
these lajst eight days^ which to nature appeared 
most formidable ; but,, through Divine aid^ I 
easily accomplished them« Hav^ also gainjed 
several victories over s$^ in the same way. Helpy 
iiord^ to retain the ground gained. Y.esterdAy,.tfae 
liord drew very sweetly near, while calling on him> 
in our little meeting. It is truly in general, a very 
proAtable one^. and no l^ss comifort^le.. HoMt 
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lAiifoiWly doetf the<3rbd we love, and endeavonr 
to serve, favour us with his gracious presence ; 
not only during the meeting, but in conversation 
after It. These t\v6 last Thursdays, I felt un- 
commonly stirred up ; yea, as it were, impelled 
to press on my own heart, and the hearts of all 
present, tbfe great necessity of living for eternity. 
How trifling and insignificant the things of time, 
when emnpared wkh those of an eternal world .^ 

Septenilier 13. Sirice the 2d ult. I have been 
cbn^med to my chamber, and much to my bed 5 
my mmd has been ftht ; my spirits weak ; and my 
nerves a goo4 deal affected, by the effects of a 
fever; Yet, through the tender mercy of God, 
^e adversary is in a great measure chained up. 
How good is the Father of Mercies ! He is 
^ain, as often formerly, beginning to restore 
me to a measure of health, though very slowly. 
How many the teniporal mercies enjoyed in 
this long season of affliction. Every outward ac* 
commodation,. kindness, and all proper medical 
assistance, &c. Ac. O for gratitude ! Yesterday, 
my Ood drew near ; Jehovah came down, and 
my sottl rejoiced. O Lord, confie nearer still ; 
fully restore and perfect what concerns body, 
soul, spirit, and outward estate. 

27. Through mercy, I stilt live, and 

continue to. gain a little upon my bodily affliction, 
and experience many mereies; but stilllanguor of ' 
nftind and weakness of nerves try me. At times,: 
my God draws- near r he did so yesterday, (Thurs- 
Acj^,). and answered prayer, h trust it is only tuv^ 
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alteratiob of mffog^menif not o{ pag9e^€n ^ .bnt 
eyefi this is paiafuL O my God| 4|iifck)y come, 
a^d fill with' all thy comimiiiicaU^ fotecw*. (i9«i 
thankful for power to »p6ak for Godi and ^ke 
profit of my fellow-crealures. Lord^foUow mmfie 
language with Divine pmver; then sIhiU tby firo- 
mise be fulfilled : that I shall '^ turn many. from 
darkness to lights and Btrengtben-tbe brethren.'' 
How insipid is all created good wkhoot intimate 
f^Uowshif^ with Deity I My mind is aft present 
exercised about some important busisess^ which 
affects my spirits ; though the Lord has conde- 
scended to favour nle with man^ precious prp^ 
mises respecting the success of it. Forgive me, 
gracious Father^ and make me stroi^^ ia the 
faith. 

December 13- Since last date^ I have, throilgb 
rich merey^ enjoyed much communion with 
Deity, more especially with Jehcoah. Q how 
inexpressibly delightful t What a heaven of silent 
love ! I prove in a small degree that the conti- 
nual view of infinite Excellency^ tends gi^ally ta 
refine the moral taste ; to expamd md enlarge 
the powers of the soul ; and gtvea more and 
more extensive views of the perfeetiona of Deity. 
But, while in the body, how little ean tire take 
in; how very limited are. our views of these 
glorious objects. Lord^ enlarge my scanty thought 
.toy know the wonders of thy love ; and unloose 
Tny staminering tongue> to tell of them under 
a Divine. infi«ence. On Lord'srday tnorHing, 
God was good to his imworl^y crcotnre in 
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hbuBc of paiyer; and just asfterwarcte) opened 
my tB0uth IB private, to speak to the case of a 
diatressedCbristfan^ wto had labcmred long in the 
forAace of the most pamfal temptations. She is 
since tae^reai measure delivered;^ and has been 
favour^ with glorions views of Father, Son^ and 
Holy Spirit as her portion. On. this occasion it 
appeared more ctearly to me than ever formerly^ 
that God bad cmodescesMted to put his words in 
niy mottib. On Thursday^ daring our class* 
meeting, I had a precious time; when speaking 
of his loving-kiodfiess, the fire of Divine love 
was sensibly inereased in my soui, and in the 
hearts of those present : O for gratitude. 

March 14, 1806. He whose tender mercies 
are over all his worksjt hath made bare his holy 
arm in my bdialf, since the 7th instant. The trial 
then mentioned, he hath removed in a very un-- 
expected manner. Neither his kingdom, nor the 
accomplishment of his will, cometh by obser^ 
vacioh. He gently leads to the adoption of mea- 
sui«6, sometimes at the suggestion of others, and 
often by the most ishnple means ; and, in the use 
of these, brings about the desired end, having 
previously given faith to believe for success* 
How wonderful are ^y ways, O,. thou God of 
love 1 I may add, how precious is faith, not only 
in the Divine life, but in the things of the present 
' life. Lord, increase my faith,, and perfect what 
thou hast begun, respecting the business tiow 
mentioned, and muc^ more in the accomplish-^ 
jkQcnt of these precious promises^ £9r lusters of 
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nracb greater unportance. Foood ittrcrly gdod 
to wait on God in pablic last Lord's^dajr^: and to 
sit down at his Son's table ; bot much better 
sinee^ as he luis so quickly granted oaeofimy 
requests then put up, and added much conffort 
with it to my soul^ with sOme .inecease of^fi^b* 
O to be grateful. 

October 17» A God of lore is stitt, from^time 
to time, shewing me mercy, and repeating the 
visits of bis love. O bow deU§^tiDfl these seasons* 
If any thing can be more so, it iathat inteneourse 
with which I am often favoored with tfae'i^ho!e 
Deity: language cannot express what i^ then- 
enjoyed. The soul is as if absorbed in the God-- 
bead ; surrounded with it ; and all within bows 
before the Triune God, with the deepest humility, 
the most profound solemnity, and indescribable 
serenity : the creature seems for the time' lost,/ 
in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, One God, Jb- 
HOVAH. How little, then, does every earthly thing 
appear ! O my God, let it be ever thus with nie ; 
t^en I Hhall be better fitted for doing and suf^ 
fering all thy holy wilL Last Lord^s-day morn- 
ing, in public, it was truly a profitable aiftl' 
comfortable time. In a moment, the Lord' seemed 
to favour me with a introspect of his dealings^ 
with me^ since he first called me to seek his face^, 
and gave me to see, it was mercy all; and that 
he had not permitted H>e wickedly to depart from- 
him : yea, he gave me a sweet witness from on- 
high, that, from the banning to the present 
moment^, I never had luid one serious thought o£ 



departing from my God. But vhile I speak thus, 
I feel I have been unfaithful, un worthy,. aud un-> 
fruJ[tf«iL Perhaps one great presenrative has been 
a fearjcoftlinually of coming short. From the first, 
I was deeply sensible of my dangei* j I durst not- 
trust, mysdf one moment, and,, therefore, kept 
aloof from persons, things, and places. But, as 
human nature is prone to extrenaes, it is possible 
J carried this too far. Yet, upon a retrospect, I 
am inoUned to tbiuk, I did not lose by living so 
much in the spirit of sacrifice* I do not say, 
that this plan is necessary /or all; but I found it 
so fen* me, and I novtr bless my God that he thus 
led me. Perhaps what st^gested these medita^ 
tions. was, the portion of Scripture spoken from 
iid chapter of Jeremiah, 17th to the 19th verse. 

March 27, .1807- Still have cause to. bless 
the God of^ grace and consolation for many 
mercies, known and unknown, since last datft ;, 
though my spiritual joys have not beea so strong 
as the week before. Two greai events, as to^ 
public affairs, have taken place very recently^ 
which ought to make the hearts of Christians, 
rejoice, and fill their lips with the high pi'aises 
of God;; gamely, }st, The^ Mai abolition of t&e 
dave-tradd' by Great JBritai^. Its long conti* 
nuance . baa been the disgrace o£ our islands 
May the Most High crown the noblfi 4eed with, 
his bles^ng, that it ntay be pcoductive of all 
th^ ItVPy ^^^ inost important consequences 
that are expected from it. 2dly, The other 
ev^t i» ateo 9f great magnitude.. The r^ectioo.. 
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of the JkmucH daihotic BUI by both HoiiA^ of 
Parliament Blessed beGod, who haUiffiven &ri»- 
nest to our Kiog^ and a large majority^ in favpor of 
both these measures* O Qod^ what {muse is du^ to 
thee ! Q pour out a spirit of prayer luid gmtitude 
upon all thy own people in our idaad, for l^y great 
goodness to ns in these respects ; ilo thou enable 
us all to profit by it, and to shew our ^gratitude 
by our obedience ami love to Thee« 

April 2&, Through miejKy^ I atiU find the Lo(rd 
inviting me to come forward^ to en}<^ nwtefuUjf 
the rich blessings the adorable Savionr hath, pur- 
chased for liis people. His oondescension has 
operated powerfully and sweetly^ on my heart, 
and greatly encouraged me to expect greater 
things than ever. My love to Ood has been in« 
creased^ and to my blessed Jesus. My earnest 
thirst after eivtire confornuty to the Divine image 
is strengthened. Come, O Btemai<}od, aad^ve 
me the permanent possession of all thou hast so 
clearly shown me is thy will 'Concerning me ; let 
nothing hinder. I have been favouredy thase days 
past, with delightful meditations on these deep 
things of God ; and slso, at dilGfeffent times, milk 
i^weet oomnHiniofi with Deity, «/mm, and when 
with others / and have bad most pleatilig sen*- 
sati<m» from the strong hope of the gios^l hemg 
9ent to very distMt parts^ where as yet no aits^ 
siotaary exertions have \ytein made» Bieased Crod, 
realise these hopes, and give gveat, eiceceding 
g^eat success, that the nmltkudes of Blacks, jusid ^ 
AeswttrO^ sonaand daughters of A&lea^ may -be 
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brought to the knowledge of th6 trath a6 it is in 
Jesus* They have k>og been envelo{>cd in worse 
than %yptiaQ darkness, and their miseries haW 
been greatly increased by the hellish cnieUy or 
those who purchased and enslaved them. Yet, 
tbrottgh the tender mercy of a gracious God, many 
individuab amongst them have bad their slavery 
sweetened, by being brought to the knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and now, that the 
slave-trade is abolished, and these opportunities 
lost tber^y of heitl'kig the gbspd preached, what 
ap unspeakable mercy will it be, ifamerciM 
Qod^ who is no respecter of persons, so orders 
matters as that the gospel shall be brought to 
them in tlieir own countries. 

September 25. I hope I may venture to say^ 
that my most gracious Qod and heavenly Father ' 
does not permit me at any time to be without 
sweet fellowship with himself; or if in the least 
interrupted, there is eitfier a hungering and thirst* 
ing for it, or an inward grieving for my loss, and 
a constant hope, more or less, of its return, which 
is very seldom disappointed. Some days of last 
week, I mourned, because I felt a partial dis^ 
t^noe from the grand Source of all human bliss ; 
but soon the Father of Mercies, the God of all 
grace and couaolation, heard and answei^d my 
cries. On entering his house last Lord's*day 
morning, which I esteemed a great privilege, 
after an absense of some weeks, I Was enabled 
to join the great congregation, and what was 
much better, to sing his. praise witfa grace in my 
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h^art; a Divine something seemed to tfariU 
through my whole frame ; but whftt I fell under 
& discourse from^ " Blessed are the ptrre in heart, 
for they shall see God/' eternity alone can ex- 
plain or expres3. O, if I attempt to use the 
moderate lai^uage of humanity^ there was an 
indescribable degree of union* with the whole 
Deity ; a depth of exquisite communion and fel- 
lowship with each of the Sacred- Three 5^ — an 
uncommon, experimental, impressive view of 
the Unity of Essence^ and 2\4niit/ of P^^ions* 
All this continued during the whole service, yea, 
the whole day ; and to the present moment, I 
feel a measure of* it. But, O, when^ I consider 
the goodness of my God in favdoring me With this 
wonderful display of his greatness, glory, and 
goodness, at this time, I am led to adore and ble^ 
his lioly Name, with my whole heart. I was i^o- 
rfint, but he knew how soon I wa^f to hearunex* 
pected and doleful tidings of the near approach of 
c^ath> to a beloved and only sister, and also of a 
brother equally near the confines of etewiity. 
Nature ought to feel, and, *^ unrepravodj she 
may drop a tear.'' Religion does not 'des^irtryithe 
human Npassions and affections, but refitr^^ihetn. 
J. bless my God, my mind was kept cdm|A»9€^, 
much drawn out in prayer | and, O^ how I 
oiight to praise my Lord, who has <given me 
spch well-grounded hopes that my dear sister 
afid brother will be eternally happy; ^ Blessed 
hfii the Name of my gracious God. O' hc9y FWber, 
tbou bast often given me cleary soiSil^satisfying 



vieiv$ of the happioess of not a few of those 
thouibast called hence *t diiferent times ; if thou 
seest it meet^ allow rae this privilege, when my 
deal* sister and brother shall leave this vale of 
tearjs* 

November 27. I have great cause to praise a 
God of love, who is the hearer of prayer ; and 
who has so fully granted my request, respecting 
n^y dear sister's departure from this vale of tears.. 
I was, at her desire, iu some mefbsure, frequent, 
aod fervent at a throne of grace, that she might 
die happy; that her faith might not fail, being 
at that time increased ; and truly it did not fail. 
Her joy for weeks before her death was wispeak- 
ftble. Holy, sapred awe, sweetly tempered with 
a large .proportion of Divine love, seemed to 
prevade her whole soul, till she dropt the mantle 
of mortality, and entered into the paradise of 
God : that interuiediate space, where bloods- 
bought souls remain till the final judgement, 
when they shall enter into the joy of their Lord, 
which is unspeakable aud full of glory; tvben 
they shall enjoy the beatific vision, and be made 
pillars in the temple of our God, to go no more 
out. Blessed Jesus, what hast thou suffered and 
done for thy pe6ple 1 

December 12. He who cannot err, s^iU sees 
meet to keep me from the means of grace, by 
severity of weather, and delicacy of health, by 
which I suffer both in body and mind. O may 
I be kept from every unnecessary degree of at- 
tention to the body, and also obtain Che sanctified 
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lue of every providential dispetiftation. I en- 
deavour to make my confinement^ through grace, 
profitable to my fellow-creatures, by a deeper 
attention to the wants of the poor, especially the 
Lord's people, in this extreme cold and severe 
weather ; and daring the high price of 'evei;y ner 
cessary of life, even to a threatening d faoa^llie. 
Lord, enlarge my poweis'df action belMn^^id 
give heavenly wisdom. As a nation^ we have 
had very uncommon losses at sea, both of men 
and property; and the clouds are dtfrkiiMieedy 
which s^m to hang over our heads^ ai^it regards 
political matters ; besides an unprecedented spirit 
of revolattan^ which has appeared in several 
nations, and still threatens others^ alqiiost to the 
sabvenion of all regular govemmeiit9« Thns 
•itaated, how natural to think, that even the 
most unconcerned would be brought to consider : 
but, alas, it Is not so ; nothing short of sovereign 
grace can change the heart of sinners. O blessed 
God, with whom is the residue of the Holy Spirit, 
do thou then pour him out in all bis diversified 
operations, that the thoughtless m^y be awak- 
ened, convinced, and converted; and thy own 
people built up in thdr most holy faith •: ^nd, 
O Lord, do thou greatly enlarge ipy spiritual 
borders. 
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Diary wneUded^^Ladg MaxmeWs lust Illness and 
Deaih^-^LUier on^ b^ the Honourable Miss No* 
/ f^r-^^Insjcr^tUm on Monumental Tablet. 



Mareh 19» On last Lard's-day, I enjoyed the 
greac priYil^e of being not only in the hoase of 
God^ but of being ricbly fed with spiritual food, 
while there, fttmi these words : '^ Lord, I aoa 
thine, save me; I have sought thy precepts/ - 
It is impostiible for n\e to say how exquisite 
was my enjoyment of the whole Deity, during 
this dkeourse* 1 was favoured with uncommon 
fellowship and nearness to the Sacred Three : 
but deraity alone can fully unfold and define 
what the Chnstian feels on these wonderful and 
blessed occMiofia* Meditating upon it, brings 
back in sonae measure a renewal of it. O my 
God, let me prove in some degree its trans- 
forming aatiu^* Yesterday, (Thursday^) I was 
again favoured with the presence of the Holy 
Trinity in our little meeting; but not in such a 
high degree : my comfort was rather damped by 
the weight of a very unexpected trial in the 
morning; but he who aiBicteth not willingly, 
soon lightened the load. Blessed Lord, how ten- 
derly dost thou deal with thy children. 
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June 16. Go© is lovb. O how great his 
goodness. Since the niatb instant he has, in 
much mercy, increased hjtf love in my heart: He 
favoured me with the great, privilege of entering 
his house last Lord's-day, when he made much 
of his goodness to pass before me ; greatly more 
than I had reason to expect. I was fed vrith 
marrow and fatness^ Intimate fellov^ ship and 
communion with Father^ Son, and Spirit. I felt 
as in the immediate presence of Deity. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is withih me 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. On Thurs- 
day, during onr meeting, as soon as I bowed my 
knees, looked up to the Father of Mercies, and 
inwardly pleaded for much of the Divine pre- 
sence ; the Sacred Three drew nigh 5 a solemn 
Divine awe overspread my mind; all within 
deeply felt, "God is here." It was indeed a 
memorable season. O my Ood, hasten the time 
when it shall always be so, and whcd every such 
visit from on high shall greatly increase holiness 
of heart and life, and, of consequence^ greater 
intercourse with heaven. This is whtft my soul 
hungers and thirsts' after. 

September 10. Since the. 26tb of August, I 
have felt variously. I have been favoured, at 
times, with precioU» visits from above: n)y best' 
times are in the house bf my Ood; and, on 
Thursdays, at home, in secret prayer atid medita- 
tion ; likewise, in converging on the things of 
Ood^ with strong desires for the eternal w^tfare 4^f 
otiifers. O to be faitbCul dnd saccessAil ! ' 0& these 
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occasions I find an earnest desire, ami this prov^ 
a stroi^g stimulus to speak. By nature I am 
ratbershy 5 but 1 find, iu geneital, I obtain such aah 
sislance from on high, when thus employed, that 
conquers nature, and procures additional com- 
fort to n>y own soul. Last Lord's-day I had' all 
opportunity of remembering the dying love of 
my adorable ^viour, which was a time of re^ 
freshing. I felt ashamed and grieved that 1 1 did 
not feel my heart overflowing with grateful love 
to him, who had done so. much for m^ : but 
O the riches of free. grace! in a moment the 
whole Deity drqw near : 1 felt surrounded, yea 
encircled in the Divine arms ; I was. lost in sacred 
astonishment and love. Tbe whole powers of 
my soul were arrested, and a holy awe per- 
vaded ray .mind, while I seemed to sink into 
Jehovah^ and felt lost in his. immensity. O 
adorable Saviour, how infinite the blessings thou 
hast purchased even for the fallen race of AdanEi ! 
Why is aot my poor heart e\''ery moment burn- 
ing with the sacred fire of Divine love and grati- 
tude to thee ? I lose myself, and into nothing fall 
before thee. O compassionate thy poor creature ! 
Enlarge my receptive powers, and keep them 
cojatiooally.oii the stretch. 

December 31.. Since the 22d of October, in 
geofsraly my experience of Divine things has not 
be«n.»o.irich as before that period. My beaHit 
has be^A impaired, aod.iny confinement more 
th^i iiiiMl. : yet^ my God has been good ; allowed 
m^ lOiaDgr precious seosooa ia public^ pdvBte^aad 
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secret. My heart has been tnuch drawn out to 
assist the poor^ and to alleviate eveiy q>ecies of 
distress among my fellow-ereatures in these 
trying times^ more especially the religioos poor» 
Lordy increase my ability ! Thoa hast giren me 
a willing heart* 

January 7f 1809. The God of all grace and 
consolation has lengthened out my life another 
year, and in the course of twelve months past, bfis 
given me much cause to praise him for hn good- 
ness to my soul $ for almost continual fellowship 
with the whole Deity, still superior to what he 
allowed me in the former year,, though that was 
also great. I have enjoyed an increase of sacred 
awe, solemn serenity ^Jiolg liberty, and i$usfressi^ 
ble purUy of happiness. I would almost say, 
similar to what the bless^ above et\joy. O my 
God, bow do I sink in my own eyes when I con- 
sider my poverty of returns for dl this profusion 
of goodness. I am lost in amazement, that tbou 
hast so long borne with me ; but the cause is, 
thou art Ood, whose tender mercies are over all 
thy w(»rks, nndJesvs haih died, the great propitia- 
tion for sin. Blessed God, for his sake grant me 
more power to love and serve thee. 

July 21. Still my God appears in my behalf. 
One day this week, I felt ratfier a degree of un- 
willingness to do what I had some small reason 
to think was the will of God. I hesitated, and 
asked the Lord to lead me into his will. In a 
few minutes, my God appeared in my behalf, and 
g|ve me a sweet persuasion, that if ask^ agree- 
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^bly, to tny present Ugh ty he would soon. interpose 
in a way that would fuUy satisfy rae^as to the 
business in hand. This soon determined me to 
go forward with. cheerfulness ; and O, how soon 
did my God, who is ever faithful, ansWer for 
himself. " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me, bless his Holy Name/' Surely 
it. is good for me to trtisi in J'ehauah.. . 6 my 
Heavenly Father, strengthen my faith, and enable 
me to go forward with grater speeds And if it 
js (1^ holy will, enlarge my temporal Borders, 
•that I may be more able to help the poor and the 
friendless, especially thy people. Thou hast given 
me a heart from my youth thus disposed. O 
give .increasing power ; and, O Lord, give thy 
.richest blessing to my* week-day charity ^school, 
in Edinbuf gh« I have reflsan to believe that tbdu 
didst direct to it, when I asked of thee to shew 
me itbat I could do for thy cause. It has been 
opened a good many years, and about eight 
hundred children^ boys and girls, have been taught, 
by various teachers, every branch of education 
proper for their line of life,, and every possible 
attempt used to secure the salvation of their im- 
^nortal souls. Blessed Lord, command thy bless- 
ing, and then real good shall be done. 

, October 7» Still fiar behind/ and deeply con- 
scious of it^ yet my God is good. On Sunday 
last he exceeded my expectations, for which I 
felt gratefuL But when. Lord, wi^t thou satisfy 
the longing desires of my soul. O hasten the 
happy Jtime wbep J shall, fieel ail that conformity 
Vol. IL S 
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to the Divine Imi^e that the ptesent iitifierfect 
state; where the immortal soul is lodged in a 
tenement of clay, will permit. Yesterday, fom&d 
it profitable to listen to an acc€»]nt given by 
one or two valuable niiaisters in the Methodist 
connexion, respecting what Qod had done for 
their souls. They are a highly fivroured body of 
Christians, both minkters and pe«y|4e. I? meet 
with none, who enjoy so much of the oocnforts^ of 
religicn, of communtofi and feUowshiJ) with the 
Father and tte^n, as diey do| tiorwiftany 
that have such d^r views of the btesaings of tbe 
new and evefktflictg covenant,* 



* Such wiM the testtimony of Ladt Maxwell, after, a 
long and intiiBftte acqaaintaiice i^nSHi the venera^te Founder 
of MetkodiflB, and s^TBral iriken of ^is ploas etni^mkas^ 
and after having watdM wi^ an eili^t^ned and dis^ 
criminating eye the prineipal moTemeata of thi^hody of 
Christians for nearly half a centufy : a, testimony surely 
sufficient to neutralize for ever the low rihaldry and blas- 
phemy of the "** Vicar of Manachan,'* and to .outweigh 
the ten thousand fiUie dedOotioiis^ which ekhor lfttv« been, 
or yet may be okade, by the puiiiind wetapbyaLcs of a 
certain semi-infidel school ; eTea though these shoold-be 
arrayed with all the fascinations of genius, and hare the 
ponderous name of some far-famed Poet Laureate thrown 
with them into Hm scale. But Lady M— -*($ testimony, it 
will be said, can only be conidiered as ex-parte evid^ce. 
It may, therefore, juiMt be fair to add tbefettowing historteal 
sketch, recently drawn by the able pencil of one who will 
not be accused of party attachment. " Contemplate the 
progress of Melhadinn^ from its smaB beginnings, under 
Its inde&t^Ue Founder. That sy^gfeem, n^iich reckeiw 
ne^ly half a nuHton membim, and a tteasaad pifeadma ; 
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February 2, 1810. Still con&aed from the 
hduseof my God^ which I prove a considerable 
IcN^s. I loDg to get there^ and to enjoy the deep^ 
the delightful fellowship with which I have been 
so often favoured :•— it is a heaven upon eai^tb. 

God^ restore me to it again, if it is thy. holy 
will and pleasure! But thou art every where 
present* Yesterday, Father^ Son, and Spirit^ 
were most graciously near. Lord, where thou 
art is heaven. Give me, O I^ord, to feel this 
every moment. I desire to be grateful for what 

1 have enjoyed, and do enjoy of it. Help me, 
blessed Lord, to profit more by it ! 

■■ ■' 16, Still my gracious God preserves me, 
and, from time to time, allows me sweet fellow- 
ship with Father and Son. What a great bless- 
ing ! On last Thursdi^, I was highly fiavoured 
in this respect, and those who were with me. 
Jehovah wab sensibly and most graciotisly nigh. 

whUAk isaasperi^of schehnrtic leaniiog and pulpit eloquence, 
inferior to lione of taay. other denaattmatiaB ; which has its 
missionariea in every quaiter td- the globe; which is con- 
tinually and detenredly risiiig in public esteem, was, about 
seventy years ago, conftned to. two ministers, and some 
thirty or forty members, who had to woi'k their way against 
the bnttal violence of the mob, the injustice of ihagistratiss, 
the frowns* of labewvrm Christians, and ^i^ cooteropt of 
avowed infidels. The hist&ry of this indefatigable, zealous, 
and useful denomination will stai^d to tlie end of time, as ^a 
check to the despondency, and a4 elicouragement to the 
liopes of those who are anxiou/ to glorify God in se^ng 
l^e saltaikm of dieir fbllon^^creatures. — Vide a Sermtm^ 
^Hf/Oied/attkc hmtj/^ tftKe Fort ofjjmdim Soeiet^^ Mtty 
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D my God, lei these precious visitations prove 
much more transforming .than ever. I long for 
this. Speak, Lord, and ij; shall be so : and O, 
make me more useful to others ! — ^strengthen my 
delicate frame ; — fiU me with faith and with the 
Holy Ghost. 

March 2. Upon a survey of the last eight 
days, they have not been very comfortable. I 
have felt at a partial distance from the source of 
my happiness. My body has been aQicted ; my 
nerves and spirits the same. O my God, when 
not happy in 2%ee, all within feels an aching 
void. O LfOrd, remove whatever hinders that 
elo^e communion with Deityi with which thou 
dost so highly favour me in general. On Thup- 
day last, thou didst deal favourably with me, for 
which I would pndse thee. O that it miglit be 
the beginning of better days than ever yet I have 
enjoyed, if it is thy holy will;- — and O, my 
gracious God, restore me to thy house of prayer. 
I k>ng for this. Amen, and Amen.'' 

With the above passage, written in a manner 
scaf cely legible, her Ladyship's Diaty was closed. 
Her right hand forgat its cunning. Her race was 
nearly run : but her lamp was tri/nhied, her 
light was burning, and the Bridegrbom wad at 
the cloor. Instead of being restored to God's 
earthly tabernacle, her Divine Master, whom she 
had so faithfully served, was preparing her tri- 
umphant soul speedily to join the assembly of 
glorified spirits around his throne. For. some 
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years her constitution had inanifested symptoms 
o£ decay^ and had imposed upon her more than 
.ordinary attention to her health. -From the latter 
part of the preceding year,' her weaknesses had 
greatly increased ', and in the early part of the 
spring of this year^^ her decline^ was accelerated by 
an almost total loss of appetite. '^ And, although 
every aid of medicine was tried, administered by 
the hand of a most able physician, who had long 
attended her, and to whom the peculiarities of 
her eonstiti^tion .were well known, yet her appe- 
tite could not be restored. Nothing, however, 
appeared to indicate a speedy dissolution until 
within.about a fortnight of her death,^ when one 
night she became so very^ feverish, and her pulse 
so high, that it was seriously feared that the time 
of her departure was .come. At this time, her 
-attendant requested that she might be permitted 
to call in some of her Ladyship's relations^ but 
received for answer, ^ No 5 it will hurry me. 1 
feel such a Divine calm, that I wish ndt to be 
disturbed.* She afterwards recovered a little, 
but being incapable of taking nourishment, 
her delicate frame gradually sunk. She was 
frequently visited, about this time^ bytheWes- 
leyan minister then in the city, to whom she 
appeared to suffer no pain of body, nor mental 
xjecay. She expressed her hearty thanks for 
every little attention which was shewn to her, and 
poured her solen^n benedictions on all who cam^ 
near her. As sjiie was so very weak, the minister 
who visited her, did not urge her to speak, bul 

.S3 
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i^dicnriie inclined to it of her own acoofd. HiTing 
on one occasion joined irMi ber ia ^vnyev^ he 
left her abruptly, as she app^red lo %e eagtigtd 
in some mental exerci^ ; wfaen^ as soob as be 
was gone, the physician came in^ and inquired 
bow she felt herself ; she thanked hkii for a»ll his 
kindness and attention^ but assmred bhn that ber 
mind was so absorbed ta Dirtne things, HM: she 
could neither speak of the body nor of the world. 
At another time, she was asked bf the Dnmater 
how she was, but she had only strength to ai^;, 
*< God is with me:"' Two days before btt deaths 
be called upon her, ifdien she desired him to be 
seated, and appeared rery wisbful to speak, but 
her strength wn» gone. She was mily able to 
say, that through her af&iction sbe had ^^ had no 
painful exercise of mind ;"— that her ^' coi^- 
dence was unshaken,-' and her '^ peace inex- 
pressibly sweet /^ She was visited again on the 
day that she died, when, without pain, and in 
the perfect use of her senses and faculties, she 
seemed to be gently breathing herself away j and 
on the afternoon of the same day, while one of 
the ministers of the city was engaged with her 
in pitiyer, 

'* She took ber last triamphant flight, 
From Calvary's to Zion's height** 

Thus died Lady Maxwell, July 2d, 1810, in 
which the society to which she bdonged lost its 
oldest member, the world on6 of its bestinhalri- 
tants, and the church universal, throughout the 
earth, one of its brightest ornaments.*' 
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The feHawu^ htter, addressed to a frieaid of 
her LadysUp^ by the Honourable Miss Napier^ 
ivill tfaiow fiir&er li^t oi^ this painfotj blissful^ 
parting soene. 



TO MRS. C- 



Castk'Sireet^ Edinburghy 

July l4ylSlO. 

Knowing the great regard which beloved Lady 
Maxwell enterlakied for you^ J cannot resist 
writing a few lines to inforni you of an event that 
will doubtless give you real pain. Her dear 
Lady^ip died on the 2d instant. Her health had 
gradually declined^ ever since last November* 
Three of the most eminent physicians attended 
her^ who apprehended no danger till within six 
weeks of her death. She died> blessed woman^ 
as she had lived, rgoicing in (he God of her 
salvation^ and in the full assurance of eternal 
happiness. 

She was quite aware ot her situation^ and told 
me, that from the time she was taken ill, ahe was 
fttlly persuaded death was in the cup : but from 
tenderness to me, ihe never adverted to the sub- 
ject, till within a fortnight of her death. From 
that lime till she departed, her conversation was 
more like that of an inhabitant of heaven, than 
of one still encumbered with a body of clay. She 
expired without a sigh, struggle, or groan } and 
this was literally in answer to prayer. I had 
been long her selected confidential friend^ as well 
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as her relation ; bad lived under the same roof 
with her for some years, and slept in the same 
room ; so that to me this event is most mourh- 
fuL But I am convinced the change to her is so 
glorious^ that I ought to turn my tears into hymns 
of joy. 

J do endeavour to comfort myself by reflecting 
on what she is now enjoying. I doubt not but 
many hymns were sung on her entrance into her 
heavenly Father's kingdom, and that a celestial 
host conducted her to her Saviour, to her King; 
and to her God. Then, then began her glory ! 
She being crowned with glory, and honour, and 
immortality, is sat down at God's right hand, to 
drink at the fountain head of pleasures -for ever- 
more. ^ , 

I must remember, too, many, many mercies, 
which are mixed in this bitter cup*. She did not 
outlive her usefulness : her faculties remained un- 
impaired; and she has .gone to receive her un- 
speakable reward, before the days of old age 
arrived in which she would bavefound no pleasure. 
Her life and death are lessons which I trust I 
shall never forget. May- they be' blessed to roe, 
and to all who ktiew, or were connected with 
her : and may we more and more strive to walk 
at an humble distance in her steps, that,our .last 
end may be like hers. 

God highly honoured me in appointing me the 
melancholy duty of attending her. O, such a 
death-bed ! It appeared like the verge of heaven—- 
like waiting in the sanctuary surrounded by angels 
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and archangels — and above all^ a place which the 
presence of God rendered sacred. 

There was never^ surely, greater lamentation, 
than has been made for her by all ranks of society. 
A funeral sermon was preached on this mournful 
occasion, on Sunday evening, in her free school • 
another is to be preached iu the church for her 
dear Ladyship to-morrow ; and one in her chapel, 
at Workington, &c. &a; And, I trust, if it be 
possible, one at Hope Chapel, by some of your 
ministers^ who knew her exalted character^ and 
real worth. ' 

I am, dear Madam, with respect^ your's, 

A.'Napibr.. 



The mortal remains of this eminent servant of 
God lie interred in the Grey Friars church-yard, 
Edinburgh ; to "wait for the morning of the re-r 
surrection, when Jesus f 'shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be adndired in all them that 
believe/* A monumental tablet has been erected, 
on which il^ the following inscription :— * 
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TO TUB MBMOAT OF 

DAME DARCY BRISBANE^ 1 

WIDOW OF 
SIR WALTJBR MAXWELL^ O? POLLOCK^ BART. 
AND YOUNGEST DAUGHTER 

OF THB LATB \ 

THOMAS BRISBANE^ BSQ. OP BRISBANB. 

DIED AT BDINBUBGil, 

JULY 3^ 1810: 

Who was equally distiogwslied for Her exalted pietyr 

benevolenee, and Cliri8tia& firtves ; as she #as 

for her amiable disposition and dignified 

manners. Pror. zjcd. 2^. 
Now sb« has dropt her emihrovs day, 
And joyiiil soars the shining way ; 
While kindred spirits spread their wingfs. 
And bear her to the King of kings. 
Long had she known the Sariour's lore. 
And fix'd her heart on things aboTe ; 
Long had jihe runt with erott pace, 
A iisefulr- not uncertain race. 
With Tarious giiVs and graces fraught. 
By the unerring Spirit taught, 
1^ wam'd, allured, with ferment zeal. 
Nor dar^d leNgion to eoueesl. 
And now. she shines, in endless tight. 
In aU her Father's gloiy bright ^ 
A spotless Tobe to her is given, 
And all the glorious joys of hearen ; 
She sees, with joy, her Saviour's face, 
^ And sings the triumphs of his grace : 
Then casts her crown before his throne. 
And glory ghres to God alone. 
This monument is erected by her Nephews, and Trustees, 

Colonel Brisbane, of Brisbane, and ArchibiUd : 

Swinton, Esq. W. S. as a mark of ' . 

their affectionate regard. ' I 
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CHARACTER 

Of 

JLABY MAXWEJLIL* 



To pourtrijr witb accuracy tb^ character of 
Imdt MAJi^^rsju^ certainly reqaired a pencil of 
more tban ordinary ability* '' It is true^ that a 
person of iovenii^e mtnd> or a lively imagiuation ^^ 
might draw an idwl character^ combining what- 
8.oever tbinge are pure, piou9j amiable, and of 
good vepQft ; and by applying ibis to Lady Max- 
well, £inCy would become reality^ and fictiom 
would be sober narrative of fact > for b^r character 
and oo^iduQt would bear him out triumphant. 
Yet, as tbece is something peculiar to every per* 
son ; sometbii^ which is properly their own, and 
their ownselves; as untransferable as personal 
identity, and by which th^ir acquaintance will 
easily recognise them in the crowd ; so the per* 
son who haa an eye that can catdi these peculiari- 
ties, and a band which can throw them on the 
canya$Sj^ e^h in its proper light, natural attitude, 
and just proportions, that person is a real punter 
of character; and to such an one, that of Lady, 
Maxwell would be a subject worthy of the best 
efforts of his greatest powers." 

Fot^the following concentrated view of some 
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of the many excellencies which were so happily 
combined in the life and character of this eminent 
saint^ the Editor is indebted to the Memoir of his 
worthy friend alluded to in the preface of this 
woi;k. It has been preferred to any thing he might 
have attempted ; iiot only on account of its own 
intrinsic worth, but also, on account of the 
following interesting fact* This delineation we(s 
drawn, not from an exiamination of her Ladyship's 
writings, but from personal observation, add the. 
unanimous testimony of numerous friends. v»-It 
is, tlierefore, conceived that it furnishes a mdst' 
satisfactory proof, that her Liadyship's conversa-* 
tion and deportment strictly corresponded with 
all that has been met with, in the record of her 
own experience. Principles were reduced to^ 
practice; resolutions formed in the closet had 
their appropriate influence on the life; and a' 
happy consistency between profession and doing 
was maintained, whidh secured the ready assent 
and approbation of every pious and impartial' 
observer. 1 1 has been remarked, that few persons ' 
were known to dpeak of her Ladyship in any 
other terms than those of ^^ good lAdy Maxwell." 
it is a brief but full and striking character of a' 
primitive worthy, by the pen of inspiration,^ — ^ 
*^ He was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith : and much people was added to the- 
Lord."* 
" Lady Maxwell's i>erson was a little taller than 
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the ordinary si^e/ slender^ r^Iar in Its.fonnV 
just ill itsi proportions^ and remaiicably atn^S^t i 
her complexion inclining a little more to dark 
than light. Her features quiteMeminine^ yet 
bold^ every line full of meaning, and strongly 
marked with iiTtelligence. Her ^e was quick 
and penetrating, yet full of sweetness. And 
when she was bordering on her seventieth year/ 
time had neither impaired her sight, nor drawn 
furrows on hef countenance ; while she sat and 
walked as erect, and moved with' as mttch'e&AC 
and grace as when in her twentieth year. The 
amiable part of her manner was scarcely per* 
ceived by strangers at first sight, in consequence 
of a superlative dignity in her mien, which 
appears to have been so natural, that bh'very few 
occasions she could forget it ; and this \mr 
thought by those who knew her the least, but ill 
to comport with that high degree of friety to 
which she laid claim. Acquaintance, however, 
hroke this charm, ventured within the imagined, 
magic circle, and experience correi;ted the errors 
of misconception. > 

'^Her dressy which was as much dictated by; 
conscience as formed on taste, was very phuHi 
being without ornament, or any thing which 
could serve only for shew ; yet it was a plainness 
of her otm, equally removed from the forma) 
costume of the Quaker, and the frippery of 
fashion, escaping at the same time the uncon- 
scientious expensive^ess of both. Stie did not 
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<lcgnde h«r8df from her rank, nor dfltrict from 
bfir penamil appeMrance^ by tkk friaiiiiiess of 
apparel; bnt ahe found (bat sbe could relieve 
inaiiy a auibriftg ereatara» and give educatioo 
to many an orphan cbild^ vritb what numbers 
expend in nsdess decorations^ whose ineome was 
as mudi below her own, at was (Amr situation 
in society. 

^ Her talent for tonvermtimn-wBM vary remai^ 
able, caleidated at once to profit and delist. 
it might be said of her, as Dr. Johnson said of 
tiie Rev. John Wesley, .^^ That she spoke welt jon 
every sttlgect/' For although in one sense she 
was out of the world, she was by no means un- 
acquainted with tt^ nor yet of those leadi^ 
erento winch in continual Mioeessipn l^ngage the 
public mind } while in the early part of h^4ftle, 
she appeared to (lave amassed a considerable fupd 
ci ori^a) observation on things, manners, and 
men. She was also well acquainted with the 
general circk of Pritisb literature in its various 
departments, and possessed a memoiy reientwe 
of important facts, and retufy in supplying at the 
precise moment, the id^ or Hlustrajtion which 
was tbm wam^d. She had no piurtiality for oon* 
irovefsy m any sutject^ m^ mostly avoided 
disputable p<4ntf it Wben^ however, ^he was 
called to give aP opinion on such subjects, she 
would do it with ease and clearness ; ^nd by ad- 
verting to the data of her own reasoning — to the 
procedure of her pi^i^t^iog froEQ on^ link 
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to anothelr of that chain of ratiociiiatian which 
it had formed^ she seldom failed to conduct the 
minds of oiben to the same coodusions with 
those of her omi. Her eommsnd of langaage in 
conversation was not less extraordinary \ the 
characteristics of ii4iich were^ perspicmty> purity, 
and • elegaaoe. Her words, in general, were ^ 
well cfaosCT, that a person of taste would have 
been ready to eonohide, that had she ransacked 
all the Lexicons of the language^ she could not 
have seleotcd words naore justly to express h^r 
s^ise^ or to convey the precise ideas die intended 
to commuincatei than those Which she employea* 
With the exception cf a«,very slight Scottish 
accent, her enunciation was as pure and elegant 
as her language :-<*her manner of spedring was 
ease and dignity in the closest conibination ; she 
was always ready, but never rapid. She was never 
observed to fauter, hesitate, or trip in the pro^ 
nunciation of a word> nor ever to change a 
word, half e^essed, for another which might 
be deemed more suitable. She was never ob* 
trudive in Qonversation, and never loqu^ious \ 
seldom dcaoended from the elevation of her f ank 
and character y and on no occasion transgcessed 
the< laws of the best breeding \ but by asking 
pertinent questions, and suggesting useftil topiih», 
she rather mvited the conversation of others, 
than monopolized it herself* 

^< She was perfectly at home on every subject 
possessed of rational interest \ bat in every 
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eompanyi and on every, occasion^ jHety to Godf 
and good-will towards.men^.wer^ her favourite 
themes. Religion^ indeed, seemed like her native 
element^ in whidi she liyed and moved, encom- 
passing her like an atmosphere, and accomr' 
panying her in all her revolutions in the .world 
and the chqrch : every subject was.made to con-t 
verge, to, and terminate in, that great one, the 
enjoyment and practice . of which is the chief 
end of man. On the doctrines of the gospel she 
spoke with clearness and precision ; evincing on 
some occasions a wonderful d^^ of discrimi-. 
nation. On subjects of Christiaj^aspmence^ she 
would have been the fit and eqoiil companion of a 
Feneloli, a DeRenty,.or a Elkdiar. The high 
and deep- things of the kingdom pf gcace were 
dwelt upon and treated by her with the.casiest 
familiarity. When she expatiated on that grace 
which, bad so. emptied her, of self^soi deigned 
every feeling and affection to> the worid, and so 
spiritualized all her mental powers-r-which had 
given her uni(m with God so closer and fellow- 
ship so intimate ; aged Christians appeared in 
her presence to be children, having only learned 
the tint principle of the doctrine of Christ. 
Her noble conceptions of experimental truths 
were embodied in language so appropriate and 
dear ; the pious feelings of the Ciyistian .were 
described so rationally and justly/ that fiuth in 
her seemed to be sense, all spiritual and invisible 
realities appearing m sight,, and God seen by the 
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eye of: a nibrtal; When dweUmg oxi projcti^l 
religimi, piety in her hands assniiied -jl move, 
pioiis appi^ranee ; the reasonableness of godli- 
ness became more reasonable, while its niatlve 
beaaty seemed to acquire new and fresher charms. 
Of , very few could it be said with a less degree of 
poetic license, than of her, that 

< Truths divine came mended ii-om herton^tte.' . . 

^^ The conversation of such a person must 
always have been engaging, instructive, and pro- 
fitable to piotis pers6nSi although it Vould seldom 
be enjoyed, even by those, widiout feeling such 
a mental and rdigious inferiority as made them 
dwindle in their own sight into. perfect insigni^j 
ficancy. Aiid if any rdigious person has expe^ 
rienced feelings different froM those of pleasurable 
in Lady Maxwell's company, let them attribute; 
it to! the above^nientioned cause. 

^^ To some persons, perhaps, a part of the above 
may appear of minor importance. But if the. 
design of l^iography iie not to amuse merely by 
a relation of striking incident, nor yet solely to 
perpetuate th6 iheUiory of the dead, biit to in- 
Htrtfjct the living, by ah exhibition of models of 
propriety and excellency— excellency, whieh is 
uniform, bdng oairied into the very minutiae of 
life, as well as. extending to concerns of greater 
itnportiEuice \ ft is to be hoped, that, to younger 
readers at lealst, the notice of these things may 
not be without its use. . 

<^ Lady MaxwdL's jE^iefy .was soumd, deep, and 
consistent. Her conversion to God was genuine 
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and dear, ^umtiti^ wliidi is tfaie first gnce 
inplanted in the Cfaristkn's inaidj» and the fint 
ieatofe formed in the Gbrittian'ft dianieter, and 
whidi lies at Am root of every otho'gntoe^ bnd 
a conspicooQs aituation in her tasqpnr and con- 
duct. Tbia grace, however^ had to displiqp its 
beauty under some un&vouraUe circnmataDoes. 
For as there was nothing in her person, or her 
earlf habits, congenial to sodi « teoi^,. ao tfaiore 
was something <^ sudi ^xmimanding dignity in 
her whole mein^ that it is said^ thnX when Tery 
yonug and at school^ she maintained audi nxk 
iffferbearii^ anperiority of spmt, as held all her 
eoaqianions in respectfiil awe^ and led them to^ 
keep a meaanned distance* Nor did that mighty 
moral diaiige which Divine grace had wrought 
in her sou^ wmpletely efface all traces of her 
early habits. For it nay be said^ almost without 
a figure, that ttiere were^ on^some oecasiQns, 
audi an inexpraasible air and d^nity in ha 
manner, aa might have awed sovereignty itself 
to a respectful distance^ aud caused it to sink 
in conscious inferiorify. But all this was in a 
mawut the veiy ojqiosite of that amiable sjurit 
that always breatfa»d in her heart. It is aisp 
trtie, that Lady Maxwell did not generally jcomply 
with that custom of shaking hamb at meeting 
and parting, which obtains among many re%io]a& 
perscms ; and some m%ht deenoi diis a want of 
Christian condescension. But to say nothing of 
this practice being in ,mai;!y casea a mejpe for* 
it may be necessary here to observe^ that 
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Lady MiaS^ell cberislied the iiieefl!tiMi«e^f ^vhttt 
she coiiceii^ed to l>e propria in <iiarftcter and 
action— Studying ipirbftt was proper for her as a 
/enmkf a CShrisFtian, aiid a lady of rank ; con- 
siderinep, at !^be same fjime^ that what was proper 
for her in any one of tli^e sitnations, was not 
at variance with what was due from her in any 
of the odters. lit «onTers»tion, for instance, she 
Was never nMueuUne. And as the female never 
was lost in the plniosc^her or divine, so in action 
the l^led lady was never enthrdy R»erged in the 
Christian. Itris she wonld have considered as a 
departure from propriety, which was neither 
warranted by the nsages d civilized nations, nor 
demanded by the genius of Christianity. 

*' Yet that elevated manner which she could 
assume, was exceedingly useiti} to her, espe- 
cially in shortening Tiisits which had ceased to be 
mutually profiti^Ie, by disposing the visitor vo- 
Inntarily to retire. This to strangers might have 
an abruptness which often produced disappoint- 
ment ; yet on her part, it was in this instance^ 
habit formed on design. Few persons more fully 
estimated the value of time, or more sedulously 
husbanded it than she did | having in this, bm in 
some other things, taken the FVither of Me- 
thodism for her noodel. And had she not in some 
way guarded against the invasion of her time^ 
the number of visitors which she would have 
had, some drawn by the attractions of her con- 
versation, others to solicit her counsd, and 
others, perhaps^ to impose on. her charily hy 
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fabricated tales of woe; would not only b^re 
interrupted her regular buiiness, but sensibly 
diminished her mental and religious improve* 
ment. Yet notwithstanding these. appearances, 
she was humMe : indeed to question this, were 
to doubt her Christianity. She appears eyer to 
have had such lull and dear views of the Divine 
perfections, ,an4 of her own want of confcnrniity 
to the Divine Image-— such extended discoveries 
of her own , religious privil^es,^ and of her dis* 
proportionate improvements-such a perception 
of the attainments of others placed in circum- 
stances less favourable to advance in Christian 
holiness than her own i as overwhelmed her with 
a sense of her own unv^orl^iness, and sunk her 
as into nothing before (God. Rank, title, know- 
ledge^ and even piety itself, seemed to disappear, 
while with Job she exclaimed, " BehoW I am 
vile!'' If we are to look for furtt^er proof of 
her humility in her spin^.and tempjer,, which is 
certainly a more decisive criterion than the shap^ 
of a hat, the cut of a coat, or any adventitious 
circumstance in a person's manners, we shall find 
it in the submissive spirit in which she bore op- 
position to her pli^ns, a.nd dissent from her opi- 
nions : in the deference which she paid to the 
judgements and suggestions of odiers, who were 
as inferior to herself in mind^ as they were below 
her in life ; as also in that child-like temper in 
which she received religious instruction from the 
weakest instruments. And if proof of her humir 
lity be required in her actions, the very circum<» 
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stance of her becomirig a member of the Wesleyan 
society at the tifm 9he dld^ her (Continuing in it 
in the country where she liv^d^ her being alvray!( 
easy of access/ perhaps more so to the poor than 
to the rich ; and the easy familiarity with which 
she met in class and in private band, and re- 
ceived as friends the visits of some pious females 
who were pensioners on her bounty-^— theise as a 
specimfen may suffice^ instead of volumes. 

" I^ouey which ranks the fii!st amongst Chris- 
cian grates, which tneludes within itself the whole 
of religion, and without which, knowledge is 
empty, and faith is vain; this had a place in her 
mitfd worthy of its pre-eminent nature ; it was 
^ so deeply seated in her heart, so powerful and 
uniform in its operation, as more to resemble a 
princ^te than a passion. Its origin was hea^ 
venly, its nature was Divine, and its works were 
agreeable to that nature, and corresponded with 
its great source. From the time that she re>- 
ceived a cobeern for a knowledge of Divine 
things, she desired tp love Gdd ifith all her heart, 
and mind, and soul, and strength; and that in- 
ferior degree of this, of which she was made *a 
> partaker when 3he received the justifydi}^ grace 
of God, only tended more to awaken her con- 
cerh) infiame her ardour, and invigorate her 
pursuits of that great Christian enjoyment. Her 
80t\ cried out for all the Divine fulne8i», nor did 
she cry in yain« She obtained the desire of her 
heart, in salvtUum from all sm^^ixk the sanctifi- 
4:aiion of ber nature mito God— «and in his perfect 
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iwe shod abroad in her heart ; and for the space 
of near thirty years, God reigned the undispotad 
se^reign of all her affections. Nor is there.a 
doubt in the minds <^ those who knew h^ best^ 
that, had her love to God been subjected to the 
last decisive test, that of dying for his honour, 
she wbald, in that case, have braved death, 
though in the most terrific form, and worn a 
martyr's crown* As she thus loved God with aU 
faer heart, ^o she lovisd all his rational offspra^, 
and ever felt disposed, to the utmost of her 
power and tneans, to serve their pres^ttt ud 
eternal interests* She entered with all her soul 
into every sdieme, which had for its object the 
removal or diminutiott of any part of the sum of 
human wretchedness^ or to improve the natural 
or moral omdition of her fel]ow«*crealtirea* And 
while she was dennnis of serving all, she would 
Slot injuire any. With her the characters of oth^s 
•were as sacred as their property* Speaddxig evil 
of the absent was not known in bee preaeiiee» 
and even the aittempt was very seldom, made. 
Her charity inclined to run to excess ; and havh^ 
formed the best opinion possible of every person, 
libe did not wish to hear any thing which might 
4nduce her to make any abatement from that 
degree of worth at which she'bad estiaiatod them. 
She knew too weH the proper pUKse for her sex, 
to take any pait in the afihirs ud govetnment oi 
the church ^ and as she allowed of no vendors of 
evil reports, she remained* ignorant of any littlfe 
disorder or iti^nopriety which might exist in in^ 
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dividnab ; add diis midoubtedl}r cotttributed 
sauch to hex owst peace« Very diflfereot indeed 
is this from the conduct of i^ose wbo^ under 
die mistaken idea: of indignation agmnstsin^ zeal 
for tbe purity of t^e chiirch and the gloiy of God^ 
altow their habitations to beeome a rendezvous 
of religious gossipping, until they form die 
coiBinon sewers of pions scandaL 

"^^Lady MhuiweU nwt»ra% possessied all that 
quickness pf temper, aUthatabateMss offteiingy 
and irritability of spirit, trhieh is almost: a cha^ 
raeterbtic of minds ^diied with the 6»est sen*- 
silnUties. ^ Yet so compkteiy had graoe effected 
a conquest of natux^ temper, and secured the 
empire of her passions, that on no ooeanion did 
indigaation or anger, impatience or warmth oi 
spirit, breark dtat gvard which graoe hadgiran 
•her otaer hei^elf . Indeed'witfa so masterly a hand 
did she rule her crwn s|Nrit, and that in times of 
^extreme exercise ; so consipicuouB werei her miid^ 
ness, gratleiiess^ and long-sufferings that her 
warm natural temrper seemed rather to be ex^* 
^uished than subdued. Old things were passed 
away, and all iMngs were become aew« 

^ Jo^ in God, joy in tbe Holy Ghost, and ^oy 
unspeakable^ are Scripture terms, and are e»- 
pressive of a Christian grace to which no true 
believer can be an entire sttungei^ Yet it has 
been observed, that this grace is most distinguidi'* 
able in tbe first stages of the Chdstlaai's expe*- 
rience, when eveiy thing in the world or kingdom 
«of grace wears tbe face of.noi«^y; tod when. 
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perhaps^ that bole of the pit, out^of wfaicti the 
hand of mercy hat bat recently dug the individui^ 
is still gaping in sight. For contrasting his past 
with his present state, such ah one must neces- 
sarily feel his mind inspired with joy froni an 
assurance of Ood's salvation; So it has been 
remarked further, that in general, religious joy 
is the most sensible in the mind^.of those persons 
whose attainments arc not the most strikingly 
marked by their depth or height. And certainly 
if we are, in any case to determine of our being 
-in a state of salvation by the existence or strength 
of any of those graces which enrich and adorn 
the Christian's mind, perhaps there is none more 
equivocal, less certain as a criterion, or that is 
so subject . to feel the operation of disturbing 
causes, both from without and within, than that 
<»r joy. That supreme love .to God, and sub- 
mission to his auUiority, which fix the mind into 
h determination rather to die t^ah to sin, form a 
much more conclusive proof of our being in a 
state of acceptance, than any measure of joy 
which we can feel. On the subject of religiems 
joy, Lady Maxwell said but little. For although 
she was not a stranger to this spiritual enjoy- 
ment, and notwithstanding her mental comforts 
were not subject to those fluctuations -which are 
but too common with many, yet to rapturous or 
extatic joy she was a stranger. She would speak, 
. [as she has written] of a solid, settled peace ; 
a Divine tranquillity; an overwhelniing sense of 
the Divine goodness^ which richer saqk, than 
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elated her soul ; a losing herself in God ; the 
deep, teacrhitigs of God's Spirit; an emptyii^igof 
the mind, and a filling of her soul with love. And 
'dt some times she spoke of such a consciousness^ 
of the whole Deity drawing near to her in his 
gracious influences^ as caused a heavenly solem* 
nity to pervade all her mental powers, producing, 
f That speechless ^we which dares not move/ 
And often she seemed to realize what is ex- 
pressed i« lines, as poetically grand, as the di- 
vinity is profound, 

' *■ Plunged in the Godhead^s deepest sea, 
And lost in his immensity,' 

Yet neither in life, nor in death, did she speak 
of any extraordinary measure of spiritual joy. 

V 'Her candour. Although Lady Maxwell wa» 
fully established in her own religious sentiments^ 
sentirpents which she had drawn from that in- 
fallible source of truth, the word of God j and 
had embraced them from a full conviction^ which 
.was the result of earnest, but dispassionate ex- 
. ahiination ; yiet she did not exclaim, * The teniple 
of the Lord' alone ^are we,* but indulged the 
most Christian charity towards all who laid 
Chri8t:as the foundation, and held him as the 
Head. She loved and esteemed good people of 
every religious persuasion ; being of opinion,' 
that: ,when the essentials ^ of Christianity are 
i)iaintatoed,^ sentiments in. religion form a less' 
eoQsiderable part of the thing, than many persons 
seem to apprehend, or at least, le.^s th^n most 
^e> disposed to grant* As ^e- often attended 
Vol. IL T T 
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that church in which she had been educated^ ntp 
she often made grateful mention of the profit 
wUch she there received; and of various 'mi' 
nistersy bodi of the English and Scottish esta- 
blishments, as well as of dissenters of both 
countries who occasionally visited her, she spoke 
ia terms of the highest respect. Yejt while she 
achnired the splendour of talent in some, the 
extent of theological knowledge in many, and 
reverenced the piety of all.; and while she re^ 
joiced that they preached Christ as the only foun-' 
dation of a sinner's hope, she could. not forbear 
lamenting, that any of them should stop shorty 
i^ not insisting on every individual knowing his 
personal interest in the Redeemer ; and she has 
moceover observed that some of. those with 
whom she had conversed on that subject, and 
whose views on other points were strictly evan- . 
gelical, yet entertained the strongest doubts on 
the knowledge of salvation, being the common 
privilege of the children of God. And yet such 
circumstances as these were adverted to> in. such 
mild and guarded terms, as shewed that «he felt 
it. rather as a subject of deep regmt, than as 
afibrding matter for a sweeping sentence of con-^ 
demnation. Such persons she believed might be 
Christians themselves, but were not the most 
likely to niake Christians of others-; so^liat, not- 
withstanding the superiority of their learning and 
powers^ they would not be the teadiers of her 
luadyabip's choice. 
I ^ Ner-was h«r CNHidour less manifested towarda 
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the ministers of her own religious commi)nit;y^ 
than to those of others. In a^ society organized 
iike that of the Wesleyan Methodists, where the 
wbole connexion is divided into distinct portions, 
and each portion supplied successively by a change 
of ministers^ of every degree of standing in the 
V work, and every order and variety of talent, both 
natural and acquired ; it must almost necessarily 
be the case, that the heinisphere of each portion 
of such a body, must be illuminated at different 
times, by stars of very different magnitudes ; 
or, that their churches must possess an eloquent 
ApoUos, a consolatory Barnabas, a Boanerges, 
the thunderer, or a youthful Timothy, in tardy 
or rapid succession. Amid such changes. Lady 
Maxwell could not fail to discern some, whose 
minds possessed a greater elevation and richness 
than others :' some, whose modes of thinking, 
and whose powers of giving body to conception, 
and adorning to thought, were more in unison 
with her own- correct taste, than those of others. 
This she saw and felt ; and while she acknow- 
ledged, she prized the privilege. For, with the ex- 
ception of the saving grace of God, and the inward 
satisfaction arising from doing good to othera, 
she had no delight superior to the intellectuAl 
luxury enjoyed under the ministry of the work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, who rightly 
divides the word of -truth r yet she never made 
such men her idols ; nor in her attendance <»i 
gospel ordinances, gave them a marked pre- 
jierence. The ministry of the young, as well as 

T2 
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the old^ the inferior as welhas the superior^ wa5 
attended and listened to by her. It was no 
subject of inquiry, who is the preacher, but when 
is the time ? And as the expectations of her mind 
were raised far above all human instruments^ so 
3he seldom failed of receiving the end of the ordi- 
nance ; for although she could not on every 
occasion calculate on meeting with an intellectual 
repast, she could always contemplate a spiritual 
east. 

^* This lesson, of respecting the person of no 
teacher, appears to have been learned by bcr 
own experience. For we find her, at an early 
period of her Christian life, sometimes soliciting 
Mr. Wesley for the appointment or re-appoint-^ 
ment of certain preachers of name to Edinburgh ^ 
but she afterwards learned, as she followed on 
to know the Lord, that -He is the proper judge 
of the fitness of those instruments by which be 
shall carry on his own work, and promote his 
own gloiy. She was ever ready to bestow com- 
mendation on whoever in the least deserved it, 
but the most delicate censure was scarcely known 
to fall from her lips. And if on some occasions 
she gave to one teacher greater marks of regard 
than those shewn to another, it was on account 
of tAx^ spirit of the person, or sonie congeniality 
of mind .with her own, on the subject of Christian 
experience, rather than on wcount of superior 
public talents. 

During the space of about forty years. Lady 
Maxwell was her own chaplain. For some time 
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after she became acquainted with Divine things, 
she employed a pious minister of the Scottish 
Establishment to officiate in that capacity^ but 
with which she soon became dissatisfied. For 
being placed by Providence at the head of her 
own household, she considered that that relation 
imposed upon her the performance of certain 
duties, which could not be discharged by proxy ; 
and of which duties, that of conducting family 
worship.she esteemed as not the least* It was 
not, however, without much reasoning and cou^ 
siderable conflict, that duty, and condcienoe tri- 
umphed over spurious shame and false delicacy. 
But having once overcome reluctance, and begun 
the practice^ she found an ample reward ; duty 
became privilege, and the work was wages. When 
she was in health, she read the* Scriptures, and 
prayed extempore with her whole family morning 
and evening ; and in' these exercises, not only 
evinced the fervour of her devotion, but dis- 
played the resources of a mind, richly furnished 
out of the Divine treasury. For to some of those 
persons who had been in the habit of joining 
with her in family worship for many years, and 
who were very adequate to detect any thing like 
a form or sameness Hi her manner, it was asto- 
nishing, what an almost endless variety, both ia 
petition and expressiqn, she always; had at com- 
mand. Nor was there any appearance of a falling 
off in the latter part of her life, when it might 
have been expected, that infirmities and age 
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would have coDsiderably impaired the energies 
of her mind. 

> 

" To talk of a good man or woman^ who do^ 
no good^ 18 to talk about a monster of imagiiia- 
tion^ which has no positive existence. ^ Pure reli- 
gion and undefiled before God and the Father is 
ihis^ to visit the fath^less and the widow In their 
affliction:' ^ For whoso hath this world's good^ 
and seeth his brother have need^ and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of Ood in him ?' It will not 
be onto such as say> ' Lord^ Lord^ bless thy holy 
Name^' that the Judge will award that plaudit, 
'Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you,^ but to tiiose who 
have fed, and clothed, and visited his necessitous 
and sufiferij^ig members. This is not merely a 
proof of the existence and reality of inward 
religion, the ripe ftniit of piety ; but it is religion 
itself, a resemblance of the Divine goodness; 
and all the apparatus . of redemption is con- 
structed, and all the regenerating influences of 
the Spirit are employed on the mind, to infuse 
the disposition, to fix^ the principle; and impart 
the moral power, to continue patient in welt- 
doing. There was no trait in Lady Maxweirs 
character more prominent and fair, than her be^ 
nevolence. Her ardent desire for getting good by 
constant recourse to the Saviour's fulness, was 
not more intense, than her wish to be useful to 
"her fellow-creatures ; and perhaps very few cjc- 
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iiniples have occurred^ of meaijs so comparatively 
I|mited> being husbanded so well^ as to produce 
such a quantum of benefit to mankind. 

" Her pecuniary resources^ especially during 
the latter part of her life^ were not the most 
abundant^ consideHng the rank and station which 
she had to uphold in society. For although she 
might be left a widow in affluent circumstances, 
yet being a dowager lady, confined to a fixed 
income, the depreciation of the value of money 
in more than half a century, must considerably 
have curtailed her means of doing good. But 
she saved all that she could, for the sole pur-^ 
pose of giving, and by the latter her funds were' 
Constantly kept low. She was, as has been 
noticed, singularly plain hi her dress, jgenteely 
frugal in her household, and thus, by avoiding 
every useless expence> she acquired the power of 
conferring more in charity, than many possess 
with ten times her income. And all that was in 
ber power Ho do, she did to the very utmost. 
There was scarcely a hnmun institution, or a 
private or public charity, whether for the repo$$e 
of age, or the instruction of youth, &e relief of 
indigence, or the help of sickness ; for the re- 
formation of morals, or the spread and support 
of religion, from which she did not receive appli- 
cations, and to which she did not contribute* 
She erected and supported a school, in which, 
at ihe time of her death, aboui eight hundred 
children received a good education ; and each a 
copy of the Scriptures on leaving the school. 
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And such were the encouraging effects produced • 
by this school, as induced her Ladyship, by Will, 
to provide for its continuance to the end of time* 
As shfe was prepared for every good work, . the 
subject of her charities is an almost endless one. 
Coiild the dead arise, and would the living speak^ 
the poor she has helped, the sick she has relieved, 
the orphans protected, and the friendless as- 
sisted, — embarrassed honest tradesmen that she 
raised above difficulty, modest merit which she ^ 
brought into notice, — the youth which she 
-instructed, and set out in the world; — could 
tliese. Or would they speak, an army would rise 
to bless her memory* But she not only employed 
her !money, but her tongue, which was per- 
suasive, — her pen, which was urgent,-^and her 
iiiSjK^nce, which was mild, but powerful, among: 
her friends, to obtain their assistance. And it 
has-been said, that there was* no sum which she 
gave, however small, no institution which she 
patronized, nor an individual, who became the 
<jft)ject of her charity, but what she followed with 
par^cular> earnest prayer to God, that what she. 
hadiione might receive his blessing." 



1 " 






*' . ' ' 




' 


" , •' 


■ 


• 






TUS END* 


,::..-u.-r ' 


- 


■ 


i ' .^ ■ ■ 


• 




h &.'- • : •\- •• 


• 


1 « 


.kor •; :- •■ ;.' 


• 


■ I ';•) k':.^ 



....■;.•■'. '. 

1 



VnitiA hy T. CoiLDi.v\, 14, Ctty.Road,LoiiJq|i, 



/ 



^ 



.-■ ■ ' 






I^CELAEji: 







,■'♦ 







r 


1 llllllllllll 

■ 3 2044 023 322 597 


^ 
















■H 



1 f^^^^ 


1 

i 


^^^ 


1 


III f^ivm 






1 


1 m^^^=^^ 





